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advebhsement 

TO TfflB FIRST EDITION OF THX^ BBTriSH 
ESSAYISTS, 180S. 



WH£N this edition of ike BftiTisH Essay- 
ists was undertaken by the proprietors^ the office 
^f editor was intended to be confined chiefly to the 
4X>Uationof the several papers with the folio origin- 
alS) or with the best editions in other forms. The 
many errors tfiat had crept into the most valuable 
of tli^ w<H'k8>atid had boeu copied from edition 
to editicm without discovery and without distur- 
Ibance, rendered this highly neoessaiy; and it wnn 
» tasky however kboiious, which die^editor will 
remember with pleasure, if it shiall be found that 
his design has been accomplished in any consider-** 
able measure. He was led, however, to suggest^ 
what the proi^rietors readily acceded to, that thii 
edition ^uld be distinguished by some account 
of the history of each work, and of the lives of 
*« mich of the vmters as were less generally known, 
in the form of preface. For the plan, Uierefore, 
J^ as well as the ei^ution of this, he b solely ac- 
y countable, and has little to advance in defence of 
Ji his attempt, or in extenuation of the errors that 
^ may be discovered, but the plea, that the times he 
^ ^CQuld spare from die collation of the papers^ and 
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the correctioniof the press, were short and irregup 
hr, and that the materials of these prefaces were ta 
be sought m a variety of vohimes and records, 
which it may probably be thought he has not been 
able to arrange in the happiest manner. A foun- 
dation, however, it is presumed, is laid f^r future 
investigation; and some articles of literary history 
bave been recovered which are curious and inte^ 
resting. 

In tracing these, the editor begs leave to ac« 
knowledge with respect and gratitude many valua- 
ble conununications from various literary ^6ieuds, 
particularly from Mr. Nichols, Dr. Burkey, 
Rev. G. Cambridge, Rev. John Warton, 
Samuel Rose, Esq. of Chancery Lane, Dr. 
Charles Coote, Mr. Duppa, and Isaac 
Reed, Esq. of Staple Inn, a gentleman who in 
questions of literary history was nev^ consul- 
ted in vain. By such assistance it is hoped some- 
thing Has been done to revive the attention of the 
{)ublic to a species of wriUng peculiar and high* 
y honourable to the genius of our nation, and 
which has so eminendy contributed to its ad-» 
vancement in refined taate and decorous msm^ 
iB^rs. 

A. C; 

January, 1803«. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE PRESENT EDXTIOX. 



The editor has little to add to the advertisemeiit 
prefixed to the British Essayists, publishei 
in l&^Of unless to acknowledge^ on the part of the 
prop|||(orSy the rapid sale of a work which they are 
ha^^y lo find has been generally considered as a 
standard in every juvenile library — and on his o\m 
part, the liberal notice taken of the Prefaces in the 
literary journals. These he has now endeavoured 
to enlarge and improve by information recently 
collected fiom various sources. 

Although the number of volumes remains the 
s;ame as in the last edition, by a different arrai^e- 
ment, room has been made for the introduction of 
The Looker-On, an ingenious and elegant 
paper, which was very favourably received by the 
public, and it is hoped will be accounted no in- 
considemble addition to the series of the British 
Essayists. 

A. C. 

December, 1807. 
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mSTORIGAL AND BIOGRAPHIGAJU 

PREFACE TO THE TATLER^ 

1803. 



A HE commencement of the eighteenth centurjr 
was distinguished by the appearance of a class of 
wmers so eminent for wit, elegance, and taste, that 
the period in which they Nourished has, almost by 
universal consent, been recorded as the Augustan 
afcge of English literature ; criticism, however, has 
since endeavoured to explode a term which, while 
it ccmsigned the past to oblivion, might check the 
hope of future improvement : yet, if we fairly es- 
timate the writings of the principal ornaments of 
that time, we must at least allow that they formed 
a combination which has not often graced the an* 
nals of literature, and that they have bestowed up- 
on the world labours whose intrinsic worth must 
be great, since they have outlived many revolu- 
tions of taste, and have attained unrivalled popu- 
larity and classic fame, while multitudes of their 
contemporaries, successors and imitators, have 
perished, with the accidents, or caprice, or fashion, 
which procured them any share of pubHc attention. 
To this pre-eminence the Essayists whose works 
are now before us seem justly entitled, from 
the importance of the task they undertook, and the 
manner in which they executed what has seldom 
Veen attempted but with a repulsive and unac- 

VOL. I. B 
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eommodating sternness. The more serious duties., 
of religion had not been neglected by those who 
wrote to reform the age ; but for common life and 
manners^ no precepts were laid down> except 
what were too general or too precise. The in- 
structions contained in die systematic writers qA 
motajity, were not devoid of force, or argument ; 
but their style was unpolished, and with the g&y 
and idle their tediousness was ill calculated to 
agree. Abuses crept in, which were beneath the 
attention of the pulpit, or the bar. Public amuse- 
ments, which are not indifferent to the manners of 
a nation, became disgraced by absurdities, which 
impeded their usefulness even as vehicles of merer 
entertsdnment. Though purified from much of 
their licentiousness by the indefatigable zeal of 
Collier, they were not yet rational; and beyond the 
waste of an hour, which to the idle is certainly^ 
of great importance, their influence was unper- 
eeived. The conductors of public amusements 
Jhave indeed seldom been ambitious of a rank 
among the reformers of mankind ; and the hist(»y 
of the stage would be abai^ren detail, if it exclud- 
ed the schemes of avarice and the intrigues of 
licentiousness^ 

In all changes of English manners, a foreign, 
influence has long been -predominant. The ear- 
liest accounts inform us, that those who were 
allowed to prescribe the modes in dress, lan« 
guage, or sentiment, collected their knowledge 
on their travels, and were not ashamed of being 
conquered by the follies of a nation whose arms 
they despised. About the time we now treat of, 
foreign fopperies, ignorance of the rules of pro- 
priety, and indecorous aflectations, had introduced 
many absurdities into public aud private life, fi[>r 
which DO remedy was provided ia the ^d& of 
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f^eneral instruction, and which consequently pre- 
vailed with impunity until the appearance of the 
'£ssATisTs. This useful and intelligent class of 
Twriters, struck with the necessity of supplying the 
lesser wants of society, determined to subdivide 
instruction into such p(»tions as might suit those 
temporary demands and casual exigencies, which 
-were overlooked by graver writers, and more bulky 
theorists: or, in the language of Addison, Ho bring 
philosophy out of closets and libraries, schools and 
•eolleges, to dwell in clubs and assemblies, at tea- 
cables, and in coffee-houses/ 

Of the origin of this species of writing Dr. 
•JoHKsoN has ^ven a sketch which it were to be 
^shed he had illustrated by research. Yet though 
'written in advanced life, when inquiry became 
Irksome, it is too highly valuable for elegance of 
diction, and justice of criticism, to be omitted in 
*his place. 

* To teach the minuter decencies and inferior 
duties, to regulate the practice of daily conversa- 
tion, to correct those depravities which are rather 
ridiculous than criminal, and remove those griev- 
«uices,which, if they produce no lasting^calamities, 
impress hourly vexation, was first attempted by 
Cas^ in his book of Manners, and Castiglione in 
his Courtier; two books yet celebrated in Italy for 
purity and elegance, and which, if they are now 
less read, are neglected only because they have 
effected that reformation which their authors in- 
tended, and their precepts now are no longer wan- 
-ted. Their usefulness to the age in which they 
were written is sufficiently attested by the trans- 
4ations which almost all the nations of Europe 
.were in haste to obtain. 

^ This species of instruction was continued itndi 
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pei^aps advanced by the French: tmaa^ wfaoet 
La Brvi^re's Maimers of die Age, though, as 
BoiLEAU remarked, k is writt^i wlthocit coimec* 
tkm, certainly deserves great i»rai8e,fe(r liveiiiiess 
of description, and jtistn^ss of observadoii. 

' Before the Tatx.e& aad Spectator, if llie 
writers for the theatre are excepted, Engfaiiid had 
no masters of common life. No writers had yet 
undeitaken to reform either the savageness of 
neglect^^ or the impertin^ice of ciyility; to show- 
when to speak, or to be silent ; how to refuse, or 
how to comply. We had many books to teach us 
our more important duties, and to settle opinions 
in philosophy or politics: but 931 Jlrbiter elegantU 
Arurn^ a judge of prc^riety, was yet wanting, wImi 
should survey the track <^ daily conversation, and 
free it £rom thorns and prickles, which tease tho 
passer, though they do not wound him. 

*• For this purpose nothing is so proper as the 
frequent puUicadon of short papers, which we 
read not as study, but amusement. If the subject 
be slight, the treatise likewise is short. The Inisy 
may find time, ai^ the idle may find patience. 

* Tlus mode of conveying cl^p and easy know- 
ledge began amcmg us in the civil war; when it was 
much the interest of either party to raise and fiit 
the prejudices of the people. At that time appear*- 
€d Mercurius jiuUcus^ Mercuritut RusHcumj and 
Mercurius Civicus, It is said that when any title 
grew popular, it was stolen by the antagonist, who 
by this stratagem conveyed his notions to those 
who would not have received him, had he not wchu 
the api^earance of a friend. The tumult of those 
\inhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to trea- 
sure up occasional compositions; and so much 
jrere they ne^ected that a complete collection is 
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^g} ver&to be found. These Mercuries were 
succeeded by UEatrange^a ObBcrvatm^ and that 
\xj Lesley* 8 Rehearsal and perhaps by others: but 
Jiitherto nothing had been conveyed to the people, 
in this commodious manner, but controversy rela- 
ting to the church or state ; of which they taught 
noiaxiy to talk, whom they could not teach to judge. 
. < It lias been suggested that the Royal Society 
\Fas instituted soon after the Restoration, to divert 
the attention of the people from public discontent. 
The Tatler and Spectator had the^same ten- 
dency t they were published at a time when two 
parties,loud,restless,and violent, each with plausible 
declara^ons, and each perhaps without any distinct 
tennination of its \dews, were agitating the nation; 
to minds heated witli political contest they supplied 
cooler and. more inoffensive reflections ; and it is 
said by Addison, in a subsequent work, that they 
had a perceptible influence upon the conversation 
of that Ume, and taught the frolic and the gay to 
unjte merriment with decency 5 an effect which 
they can never wholly lose, while they continue to 
be among the flrst books by which both sexes are 
initiated m the elegancies of knowledge.'*^' 

In this sketch, we may observe, tl^t the praise 
of pnginal design is still reserved for the author of 
the Tatl£R. If Casa and Castiglione were al<- 
lowed to be exceptions, we nught add to the num- 
ber by reciting the titles of many works published 
In England, for the regulation of manners ; among 
these Peacham, Braithwaite, and Sir Francis 
Verb, were writers of no inconsiderable fame ; 
but, like many of their contemporaries^ much moie 

♦ ■ ■ 
* Johnson's Ufe (tf Addifpni 

.32 . 
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valuable for matter than manner. Esflayista on 
general si|||jects were likewise numerous : Felt- 
ham's Resolves was once a very popular book^ and 
has more merit than will be allowed by those who 
are anxious rather to be pleased than to be instruc>- 
ted ; and it would be unpardonable to omit the Es- 
says of Lord Bacon, ^ which for sound philosophy 
and accurate observation, have not been excee jed^ 
nor peiimps equalled*.' Transls^ons were also 
publ^hed from Montaigne, and other foreign au- 
thors; but still no attempt had b^en made on the 
plan of the Periodical Essay, confined alone to 
life and manners. 

With regard to the theatre, much good could 
certainly not be expected from it. Perhaps in 
its nature, it is not a direct source of instruction. 
It reflects, but does not prescribe manners ; it 
represents, but does not invent. Common life 
and manners are unquestionably the materials 
upon which a dramatic writer is to exercise his 
wit; but the stage has n«ver been considered as 
a master of common life, or as editing the laws 
of manners. It has seldom succeeded even in 
correcting what is amiss, although, by flattering 
the depraved taste or morals of certain periods, it 
has often made bad worse. During the reign of 
Charles II. and James II. the stage was in all 
respects so licendous that the comedies then re- 
presented are now declared unfit to be read j 
and Dr. Johnson has acknowledged, when speak- 
ing of certainly not the worst dramatic writer of 
his age, ' that the perusal of his works will make 
no man better; and that their ultimate effect is 
to represent pleasure in alliance with vice ; and 
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to relax those obligatiohs by whfch life ought to 
be regulated.'* 

If it Wa» the ^urpose-of the first Essayists to 
detach the public from political controversy, and 
to direct their jittention to subjects that, like those 
of Lord Verul am, * came home to men's busi- 
ness and bosoms,' a most extensive field lay be* 
fore them, for the cultivation of which little pro- 
vision had been made by preceding authors. 
There were innumerable topics, which, thougfi 
of great importance In promoting regularity and 
propriety in social life, and securing the happi- 
ness of the domesdc relations, had been but 
slightly touched by any of the teachers of wis- 
4dom. The weightier morals and the Christian 
virtues, the grosser vices and depravities, were 
indeed suHiciently considered in the public dis- 
courses of our English Divine's, which form a 
body of religious and moral instruction, such as 
no other nation can hope to rival; but the fk'eaks 
and vagaries of fashiorijt operating upon various 
tempers, and creating many varieties of charac- 
ter, and many modifications of absurdity, whatever 
influence they might have upon society, were ex- 
cluded from a place where nothing can intrude 
but what is capable of grave discussion. Sene- 
ca, and a few more modem ^writers, had given 
the world their thoughts on such subjects, as 
they presented tiiemselves in the people whom 

• Johnson's Life of Congreve. 

\ * Too trivial for the chastisement of the law, and to9 
fatttastical for the coghisance of the pulpit.* Spec. No. d4» 
ooe <tf thfC purest specim^s of Aidiaonian hamoor. Pope 
]m8 barmoDized this observation ; 

' Safis from the bar, the pulpit and theihroiie> 
If et toach'd and shamM by Bidicale alone.' 
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they addressed : but at this time, no nation on, 
earth was so happily favourable to the genius of 
the Periodical Essayists as our own : and it is 
the peculiarity of our political constitution and 
manners, which has since enabled the English 
to maintain a. preference in this species c^ com- 
position, to which foreign writers have hitherto 
aspired in vain. 

» No man can make a just estimate of the litera- 
ture of ^y country who does not take into his 
consideration its political government, and the 
advantages or obstructions which they may pre- 
sent to genius and imagination. If our Essat^ 
i^TS have excelled in humour, they owe, their 
materials and their opportunities to circumstan- 
ces that are not known in other countries — 4xxthe 
freedom of our constitution, which interferes 
with no man's peculiarities of acting or tliinking, 
while they dp not injure his neiglU)our — ^to the 
vast extension jof commerce, which has created 
a new race of men, more independent of set 
forms and modes than any other class of the com- 
munity, and productive of that i;ifinite variety of 
character of which a writer of humou? knows 
how to avail himself, and which he cannot easily 
exhaust — ^to the forms of social intercourse, the 
growing and general relisli for conversation, and 
unconstrained interchange of sentiments ; to a 
taste for dress, sometimes reasonable and some- 
times capricious ; to the intermixture of the 
sexes |n all companies ;-— and to the operation of 
wealth, whether acquired by labour or inheri- 
tance, on minds of strong or weak texture. All 
these circumstances afford a numerous class of 
characters ; which, as they display themselves 
openly, without fear and without shame, become 
the plrey of thp wit, and present him with such 
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c^pportunities of exposing improprieties and 
wrong notions to ridicule, as no systematic study 
or philosophical contemplation could suggest. 

When the Essayists, whose works compose 
these volumes, began to write, they found this 
wide field almost entirely unoccupied. Their 
predecessors and their contemporaries, as Dr. 
JofiNSON has observed, meddled only with poli- 
tics,* which, as they discussed them, required 
neither wit nor learnkig. Elegance of style was 
but liltie known at that time in any prose com- 
positions : and wit, confined chiefly to the stage, 
was a^ociated with the grossest immorality. It 
was left for Steele and Addison to rescue those 
valuable accomplishments from obscurity or a- 
buse, and to unite wit, learning, and elegant sen- 
timents, in the service of cheerful piety, and de« 
corous manners. 

• In such an undertaking, the regulation of 
TASTE became a principal object. England had 
not been unproductive <Jf geiuus of the first class^ 
for to Homer and Virgil, the boast of Greece 
and Rome, she could proudly join the names of 

* * I magt confeii I am amazed that the preu skotild b« 
onlj made use of in this way hj news-writers, and the zealots 
of parties; as if it were not more advantageous to mankind^ 
to be instmcted in wisdom and Tirtae, than in politics ; and 
to be miade good fathers, hu^urnds, aini sons, than counsel- 
lors and statesmen. Had the philosophers and great men of 
antiquity, who took so much pains in order to instruct man- 
kind, and leave die world wiser and better than they found 
it ; had they, I say, been possessed of iSie art of piinting, 
there is no question but they would have made su^ an ad- 
vantage of it, in dealing out their lectures to the public. Our 
eommon prints would be of great use were tlier thus calcu- 
lated to diffuse good sense through the bulk of a people, to 
dear up their anderstandiDgs, animate their minds with vir- 
tue, dissipate the sorrows of a heavy heart, or unbend the 
mind from its more severe emplo3rments witii hmocent 
JHWuements.* AoszsoVi Spec. Mo. 124. 
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Shaksfeare toid Milton; bm hitherto f«w at« 
tempts had been made to reduce the common 
notions of taste to any regular form. It is not 
easy, perhaps to prescribe rules for critical acu- 
men.; but it is certain that the faculty of discern* 
ing and appreciating the beauties of nature or art 
may be assisted by a reference to the best models^ 
and to the remarks of men of cultivated minds 
and acknowledged sagacity. And if, with philos- 
ophers, we determine that the component parts 
of a good taste, are, a lively imagination, a clear 
and distinct apprehension of objects, a quick peiv 
ception, sensibility, and judgment, it cannot be 
denie^ that Steele, in a considerable degree, and 
Addison in a very high degree, were qualified 
to correct the opinions of the public, in matters 
of that kind. On these principles their criticisms 
are generally founded ; while their acquaintance 
vrith the Greek and Roman classics furnished 
them with apt allusions and illustrations, and ena- 
bled them, without the folly of presumption, or 
the harshness of pedantry, to refine the taste of a 
people to whom the elegancies of literature had 
not yet become familiar, and whose authors had 
seldom studied correctness, and not always pers- 
picuity. If it be true also that a good taste re- 
quires purity of moral and religious principle^ 
and in few instances, I believe, have they ever 
"been found far apart, it cannot be denied that the . 
most celebrated of our Essayists united these 
qualities in no common degree. 

To such attentive observers of human nature., 
the PASSIONS would prove a rich source of remark, 
both serious and humorous. The varieties of the 
passions, indeed, compose a fund for the Essay- 
ist which he inust in vain hope to exhaust, as 
ibey shift their forms alid appearances with tho 
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r6voltitions of public manners, and habits of think-*: 
in^, or rather habits of acting without thought* 
Anger alone may be sub-divided so as to afford 
an infinite variety of expression, from foible to 
crime, many examples of which are happily illus- 
trated in these volulnes by characteristic sketches 
and portraits, which, pyerhaps, appear not less 
natural for being sometimes imaginary. 

Philosophers and divines had treated the pas* 
itions with the method and gravity becoming their 
respective professions ; but they could not bring 
their precepts so closely home, as the Essayist, 
who follows his pupil into domestic privacy, 
catches him in the moment of error, shews him 
its consequences, and administers a cure adapted 
to the immediate necessity. Philosophers and even 
poets could lay down the law respecting the extre- 
mity of wrath, and the savaige horrors of revenge; 
and point out the danger of unrestrained fury to 
individuals, and to society ; but they could not be 
expected to pbuitray tlie many little objects which 
excite it, weigh their importance in the scales of 
ridicule or common sense, and exhibit the varieties 
it assumes in the different classes of rich and poof, 
learned and illiterate ; nor could they with becom- 
ing gravity exemplify the whimsical effects of pe-» 
tulance and irritability, provoked by trifles, exas- 
perated by sulienness or contradiction, and appea- 
led by flattery and servility. 

To treat of Love is the peculiar province of 
the Essayist*. That passion, although acknow- 
Jedged to be the same in its effects in all ages 
and conditions, has nevertheless been more reg- 
ulated by custom in its modes of address than 

. • What Cowley says of Poets, may be applied to Essays 
iSts ; thej * are scarce thought freemen of Uieir compi^iy 
without paying some duties^ or obligiog themselves to be true 
to lore.' 
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t^y other that can be mentioned. Of tUs we 
need no more convincing proofs than what is a^ 
ed by one of its revolutions, when the age of 
ry and pure affection was succeeded by that 

settlements and pin-money, when those pre- 
tensions which were founded on valorous actSf 
long perseverance, and a time of rigid trial and 
probation, gave way to the intrigues and plotSg 
i^tratagems and elopements, by which the ladj 
was to be tricked out of her money,'^^nd the father 
compelled to surrender his ccmsent. Instead o£ 
being regulated by certain and almost invariable 
formalities, courtships came to be practised, in 
a thousand various ways ; and the transfer of 
affections being subjected to cool calculation and 
expedience, soon partook of the fate of other bar- 
gsdns, and was sometimes a lucky hit, and some- 
times an unfortunate speculation. Our Essay- 
ists would naturally avail themselves of inci* 
dents like this, which every day produced, which 
were generally made public, and which afforded 
so happy a mixture of the serious and jocose, exhi- 
bited such a variety of characteristic foibles, so ma- 
ny traits of affectation, and such modifications of 
avarice, simplicity, skill and weakness, as do not ap- 
pear in any other business of human life. Accor- 
dingly it will be found tliat a very great proportion 
of the papers before us are devoted to the service 
of the fair sex ; and it is not too much to assert, that 
they liave diffused a knowledge and experience, 
respecting the dangers and embarrassments of love, 
and a sense of propriety and decorum, the benefits 
of which are incalcidable, and have left the objects 
of their instructions with na other plea for fi^ty, 
than that which wisdom itself cannot alwa3rs resist, 
the vic^ence of passion, or the vigour ^of temptation. 

j£AX»0!?SY enters so deeply into every species 
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of gallantry as to afford another very fertile source 
of humorous character and observation^ as well as of 
more grave iund important discussicm. When it hm 
occupied a weak mind^ or is unchecked by reflec* 
tion, no passion leads to more serious evils, or has 
produced more varied scenes of domestic misery. 
The writers of tragedy and comedy have acc(M»ding- 
ly ampl^ availed themselves of it, and there are few 
plots contrived by the latter without a mixture of 
this passion producing hiimorous perplexities and 
kivoiutions of incident, which never fail to please 
on the stage. 

Marriage has been considered by our Essay* 
isTs in every possible light. The various circum- 
stances* which constitute its happiness or misery 
are illustrated by examples sketched with singular 
humour and acknowledged fidelity ; and the oper- 
ations of temper are displayed in a vanety of rela- 
tions, which all who are acquainted with mankind 
will acknowledge to be common and without exag- 
geration. The dignity of the state is at the same 
time vindicated from the , sneers of libertines by 
&ir argument and pathetic representation, as well 
as by .powerful ridicule ; and the miseries of illicit 
connexions are displayed with a force of conviction 
to which none can be insensible, but whose corrup- 
ted habits have placed them beyond all wariiing» 
and all instruction. So attentive have our authors 
been to the various circumstances which affect tho 

* Johnson, in spe^Jung of the objects of Pole's '< Rape of 
^16 Lock/' and Boileau's <*LutriQ, has a sentiment which I 
hope J shall be e^cicused for transcribing. << The freaks, an4 
humours, and spleen, and vanity of woifnen, as they embroil 
iunilies in discord, and fid houses with disquiet, do more to 
obttruet the the happiness (^ life in a year, than the ambition 
9i the cl^^ in many centuries. It has been well observed^ 
thsA the misery of man proceeds not from any single crush of 
orerwhelmbg evil, bat i)com small vexgliom oosi^uaUy re- 
peated.'' 

TOL. I. a 
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happiness of the married state, and so copious a?c 
their examples and authorities, that perhaps few- 
cases can be mentioned in more recent times, and 
under the prevalence of altered modes ot thinking 
and acting, for which a precedent may not be found 
in these volumes. 

The influence of Friendship upon the state of 
society presents us with another series of charac- 
ters and remarks, of great importance to those who 
are entering into life, and who are more liable to 
mistakes in forming early connexions, than to any 
other of the evils of inexperience. Its nature and 
properties are accordingly frequently discussed, 
and the various kinds of pretended attachments, 
and disguised selfishness, traced tp their source^ 
and exposed to contempt or ridicule. Such in- 
structions supply a very necessary branch of that 
knowledge of the world which is generally pur- 
chased at a much higher expense, and which men 
of loose prmciples tell us can never be acquired 
without an association with the idle and tlie pro- 
fligate, and a proportionate sacrifice of time and 
character. This subject, however, has certainly 
been better understood since the appearance of 
these works. The world is taughtto distinguish 
between the attachments of real friend shijp and 
the many disguises which pass by the name. 
We now find fewer instances of romantic Mend- 
sbip, of unreasonable expectations from beings fid- 
lible and various in temper, or of those ill^foupded 
hopes- which, meeting with disappointment, intro- 
duce a species of misanthropy, and a dislike of life, 
merely because life cannot give more than it was 
intended to give. It must be confessed indeed that 
modern novels, a species of composition unknown 
to our Essayists, have produced affectations of 
feeling' and sensidility that still require the chas.- 
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"dscment of an humorous pen : but they are seldom 
of long duration, and, like other kinds of vanity, dis- 
appear when they fail in attracting notice. All af- 
fectation is made for show ; and is something in. the 
drawing-room or the park, but nothing in the closet. 
Before the appearance of the Essaitists, few mo- 
ral writers had penetrated into domestic circles, 
but contented themselves with general dissuasives 
from the encouragement of the malevolent passions. 
Pride, envy, and revenge, were justly exposed, as 
pernicious to man and offenave to the- Deity. But 
these instructors, as we have already observed in 
other cases, frequently failed to produce amend- 
ment, by being too general, and their works wer^ 
not prc^bly in many hands. The ^ distribution ot 
popular instruction, at stated times and at easy rates, 
is that which distingi^ishes the Essayists ftom all 
other writers, which has enabled them to go albng 
with the age, and afforded them opportunities to 
simplify their subjects to the meanest comprehen- 
sion. The early Essayists also selected specific 
eases, and applied them Ho the business and. bo- 
som^' of their readers ; ai;id shewed, by apt exam- 
ples, in how many cases, envy, pride, and revenge, 
appear iij the disguise of emulation, dignity, and 
justice. No general declamation could familiarize 
these truths to common minds. It was necessai'y 
to follow the reader to his closet, his counting-housC) 
his family, and even to the pew and the altar. In 
this extensive range, topics of ridicule could never 
be wanting to men of such pregnant wit and turn 
for obsei'vation as the authors of tlie Tatler and 
Spectator; and it will be found that the crimen 
or whims of pride, envy, and revenge, occupy no 
inconsiderable part of their lucubrations, and af- 
ford some of the most striking pictures of real lif^, 
^d displays of genuine humplir. 
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Connected with revsnoe are the various phe- 
nomena of courage and cowardice, two qualities 
which, on certain occasions, form one of the 
grand divisions of mankind, but which are in ge- 
neral so mixed and shaded as to, require great 
accuracy of distinction. In separating the me- 
. rits of true courage from the glare of the false^ 
and in recommending that only useful valour 
which gives a daring to the mind in defiance of 
the custom of the worjd, and the contempt of 
fools, our Essayists have earned their best fame. 
If the custom of the world is in many cases still 
too powerful, it is at least without excuse. Men 
may be precipitated into crimes biy a false notion 
of honour ; but they do not affect to be without 
remorse, and have seldom insulted public decen- 
cy by apologies or vindications.* 

In surveying the manners of domestic life, a 
rery copious fund of ridicule ifr derived from ob- 
serving the various effects of a Taste for ex- 
pense and SHOW, arising from a compliance, ra- 
ther voluntary than compelled, with the nfan* 
dates of fashion. This naturally induces the con- 
sideration of dress, furniture, equipage, and the 
luxuries of the table ; subjects which do not court 
privacy, but obtrude themselves with proud os- 
tentation, and are therefore among the faireat 
gafne of the literary sportsnlan. At the com- 
mencement of the last century the distinction of 
t-anks, it is believed, was more strictly observed 
than it has been since. The man of title or for- 
tune, and the citizen, were character^ essentially 
different : there was indeed scarcely any point of 

• The papers on paelling in the Tatler were written 
by Steele, Whose thoughts are said to have been turned 
4owards that subject in early lifc^ when he WftB iaTolTed in ft 
dvel v^ith a brother officer. 
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Tesemblanc^. In the one appeared state, splen- 
tlour, show, a manly spirit, and high sense of &mi« 
ly honour, yet sometimes with notions rather gay 
and loose ; in the other, economy, snugness, in- 
tegrity, and some prejudices of pretty high anti- 
quity. When, however, successful ccanmerce af- 
forded the latter the means, there soon appeared 
an affected imitation of the manners and expenses 
of the great : and such imitations at first could not 
fail to be ludicrous as well as pernicious, but they 
were not to be attacked only by serious argu- 
ment. They were not always worthy ofit ; and it 
is perhaps as wholesome to show ainan -that he 
is vain, as to prove that vaaity4s a great folly. 
During the progress of this change in manners, 
if an expense was fashionable, that sanction was 
suflicieift, asid the splendour and style of a suite 
of rooms were attempted in confined parlours 
and closets : entertainments in miniature were 
given in such camena obscure to persons who 
would only laugh at the folly of the host; while 
the youth of <both sexes began to be trained up 
with notions-of high life, which, by destroying 
industry and perverting th6 use of wealth, soon 
left them m a motley beggary with an outside 
show neither splendid nor squalid. Yet these 
examples of " high life below stairs'* were not 
perhaps so frequent in the days of- Steele and 
Adoison as they have become in our time, in 
which a different state of society has shown how 
very prolific pride and vanity we in grotesque 
appearances and expensive anomalies : still they 
occurred with frequency sufficient to J^ord those 
wits opportunities of exposing them to just ridi- 
cule, as well a& of pointing out the more fatal ef- 
fects of stepping out of the rank in which edu« 
cation and circumstances have placed us.. 

c 3 



a0 HISTOjaiCAL AKB 

, Gamiko in all its varieties had attained) in th« 
days of the Tatler, 2i fttrfection^ if we may so 
term it) not inferior to what so eminently dis* 
tinguishes and dishonours the present times. 
The mischiefs arising from this vice alojie are 
aicknowledged greatly to exceed what can be at- 
tributed to any other cause. Yet to the present 
moment the young of all ranks are early initiated 
in the science of play^ and with no other check 
than a hope, sometimes casually expressed, that 
vrhat is intended for amusement may not become 
their more serious study*. Perhaps one of the 
most fatal effects which gaming, even in its least 
(legrees, has produced on the public mind, is the 
distinction made between honour and honesty, 
and the consequent opinion that a debt contrac- 
ted at the card-table is more obligatory than one 
contracted in trade. Few. principles will appear 
more detestable than this, if it be fairly examin- 
ed ; and the man of honour, who has no other 
claim to the title than what arises from his punc- 
tual observation of such a precept, ought not to 
complain if that too be taken from him by the 
verdict of religion, law, and integrity. 

Many of the Tatlers were very hiudably em- 
ployed in detecting the arts of gamblers and 
shcupers ; some at least of whom were real and 
well-known characters. In this Steele acted 
wisely in hia character of Censor Morum, i^d 
performed a duty which, we are told, was not 
always unattended with personal danger. Char- 
acters like these are at all times the legitimate 
objects of satire ^ but to what extent it is really 

. * When. Plato reproved a young man for playing at dice. 
•'What! for such a trifle of money 1" "6u8TOM>" an- 
swered Plato, «< te no ijrffle. " 
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useful to expose them, cannot be so easily ascerr 
tained. No character is considered so impioua 
or immoral) as that of him who studies to accu* 
mulate the unavoidable miseries of life, to pre- 
cipit£ite adversity y smd bring on immature destruc- 
tion. Yet men who have thus hardened their 
hearts against all moral principles, who despise 
the laws of all civilized nations, and are the com*- 
mon robbers of the young and unsuspecting, men 
who know themselves to be proscribed, and glo- 
ry in an exemption which leaves them unrestrain- 
ed by shame or pride, may be supposed beyond 
the reach of wit or argument. To the world, 
however, it is still necessary that they should be 
exposed in their full depravity . It is a duty which 
^the moralist and the wit owe to society. Such 
crimes are the legitimate objects of asperity and 
contempt. Ridicule will not perhaps reform the 
vicious ; but it may strengthen the principles of 
the virtuous, by making them afraid to incur the 
contempt which they know to be just, and by af- 
fording a mode of defence suited to the gaiety 
and spirit of conversation. It is not what a teach- 
er would begin with ; but it is what he may super- 
add to more serious counsels. Those who have 
been convinced of the turpitude of vice, may be 
safely shewn its absurdity. 

With respect to the female sex, the conse- 
quences of a passion for play, although too ob- 
vious, are yet too shocking for contemplation s 
here, indeed, ridicule seems frequently out of 
place ; fior who can survey with gaiety of humour, 
the ruins of beauty and innocence? the charms 
of feature lost in the fiend-like distortions of dis- 
appointed avarice, or successful fraud? Still 
there are gradations even in this vic^, which 
may admit of b^ing tresited less seriously } and 
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in the course of these volumes, the humours of i 
card-table have furnished some excellent -papers 
of the lighter sort. But upon the whole we must 
allow with Dr. Johnson that, with respect to a 
' great proportion of the fashionable world, ' the 
fatal passion for cards and dice seems to have 
overturned, not only the ambition of excellence, 
but the desire of pleasure ; to have extinguished 
the flames of the lover as well as of the patriot ; 
and threatens, in its farther progress, to destroy 
all distinctions both of rank and sex, to crush all 
emulation but that of fraud.* 

Such are a few of the leading topics which 
have engaged the attention of the Essayists ; but 
in examining these papers, it will be found that 
no subject connected with the general good of 
mankind is left untouched; and that they have 
succeeded in conveying that * knowledge of the 
world,* which is esteemed by many an indispen- 
sable accomplishment, by means less noxious 
than what are usually employed. The effect 
however of this new species of popular instruc- 
tion on the manners of the age, would have been 
very inconsiderable, and the authors could have 
Inculcated neither the moral virtues nor the social 
obligations with the success they have experi- 
enced, had they trusted merely to the powers of 
wit and humour, and disregarded the more im- 
portant consideration, that errors in manners are 
not far removed from degeneracy in morals, and 
that there is no substantial foundation for the uti- 
lity of the one, or the integrity of the other, but 
in the principles of the pure religion of our an- 
cestors — a religion, beyond all controversy, more 
Admirably adapted than any human institution can 
boast, to direct us in every duty of life and in 
€very dispensation of Providence. Of this solit 
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«ind onl^r source of real happiness, it does not ap- 
pear that our authors ever lost sight. When thejr 
had allured public attention by sprightlinfess of 
address and familiarity of ititercourse, they en- 
deavoured to lead the young and frivolous by in- 
sensible gradations and gentle persuasion, to con- 
nect the lesser with the greater obligations, and 
to secure an interest in that favour w^hich alone 
can alleviate the calamities of life and the terrors 
of death. Without invading the province of 
more serious ihstructors, they would not degrade 
their writings to the rank of mere amusementy 
but watched every opportunity and fortunate mo- 
ment, the moliesima fandi temfiora^ when the 
mihd was prepared to receive a timely cautioU) 
or encourage a momentous consideration. Some 
papers are expressly devoted to religious sub- 
jects ; and in others the precepts of inspiration 
are inti)oduced in that easy and unobtrusive man- 
ner, which appears opportune and affectionate^ 
and has commanded, we hbpe, more than a tem-^ 
porary veneration. To this, the highest praise that 
can be bestowed, the earlier Essayists are justly en- 
titled; and it is most probable that by thus uniting 
the serious and the gay part of mankind in then* fa- 
vour, they secured that popularity which they have 
so long enjoyed) and whrch no revolutions in taste^ 
style, or opinions, have yet interrupted. 

Of the worksr written Upon this plan, the first 
in point of time, and that which prescribed a form 
to all the others, is the' TatleH. The design of 
this work belongs exclusively to Sir Richard 
Steele, co^cermng whom it may be necessary to 
collect what information is upon record. It is to 
be regretted that our materials are but scanty : there 
are periods of Steele's life with which it would be 
desirable to be better acquainted ^ but the envy 
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which his talents created during his life appears in 
some degree to have pursued him to the grave, and 
much information is lost which his surviving con- 
temporaries did not think worth preserving. The 
fullest account is that given in the Biographia Bri- 
tannica, but it is in many instances inaccurate and 
defective ; and until the publication of the Tatler 
in six volumes crown octavo in 1786, and the sub- 
sequent publication of Steele's Letters by Mr. Ni- 
chols, nothing was attempted in justice to the me- 
mory of a man to whom the world is so eminently 
indebted. 

Richard Steele was born in Dublin, in 
1671. His father, who had been for some, time 
private secretary to Jambs the first Dfuke of Or- * 
MOND, was of English extraction, and sent his 
8on, then very young, to London, where he was 
placed in -the Charter-house by the Duke, who 
ivas one of the governors of that seminary* 
From -thence he was removed to Merton col- 
lege, Oxford, and admitted a Post-master in 
1691. Of his father we have no further, infor- 
mation, except that he died when his son was 
not quite five years of age. 

While at college, Mr. Steele is said to have 
amused himself by writing a comedy, which a 
fellow collegian advised him to suppress, as un- 
woKhy of his genius. After pursuing his stu- 
dies for some time, he left the University with- 
out a degree, and indulged an early prepossession 
for a military life, by entering as a private gentle- 
man in the Horseguards. This step was taken 
against tlie. opinion of his friends, and is said to 
have deprived him of the succession to his Irish 
estate ; whether this wasoccasioned by the terms 
of his father's will, or any other reason which ren- 
dered the profession of a soldier a disqualification 
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to' inKcrit, we are not told. His conduct^ however^ 
soon procured him the post of ensign. 

During this period of his life, in which he was 
probably forsaken by those friends who had oppo^ 
sed his entering into the army, he fell into the 
company of gay and unthinking young mep, to 
whose principles and example he yielded rather 
from easiness of temper than depravity, but in 
whose follies and vices he participated with a free- 
dom for which his conscience frequently reproach- 
ed him. To counteract the force of temptations 
thus continually presenting themselves, he had re- 
course to a very singular expedient. He tells us 
that, 'being thoroughly convinced of many tilings 
which he often repented, and as often repeated^ 
he wrote, for his own private use, a little book, cab- 
led " The Christian Hero," with a design princi- 
pally to fix upon his mind a strong impression of 
virtue and religion, in opposition to a sti'onger 
propensity to unwarrantable pleasures." 

In this he appears to have followed, I know 
not whether intentionally, the example of the 
Puritans, in their forms oi fiersonal covenanting'^ 
a practice not uncommon in more modern times 
with the pious of a certain class, but for which 
the authority has been thought doubtful, and 
which in many cases will prove dangerous. A 
great judge of the human heart has well observ- 
ed, that 'a man who proposes schemes of life in 
a state of abstraction and disengagement, exempt 
from the enticements of hope, the solicitations 
of affection, the importunities of appetite, or the 
depressions of fear, is in the same state with him 
that teaches upon land the art of navigation, to 
whom the sea is always smooth, and the wind al^ 
W£iys prosperous.* 

* Ramblcx'y No. 14. Dsnham> the poet, \ras auotlicr iv 
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Steele soon discovered at least one mistake 
in this experiment ; he discovered that the sup* 
port oF this little book was too weak, while his 
engagement to be virtuous was voluntary and un« 
known. To render it more binding, he reprint" 
ed the book with his name, and endeavoured to 
live as well as he wrote, appealing boldly- to the 
world for the consistency of his principles and 
practice. But this, we are told, had no other 
good effect than that, from being thought a plea- 
sant companion, he was reckoned a disagreeable 
fellow. ' One or two of his companions thought 
lit to misuse him, and try their valour upon 
him ; and every body measured the least levity 
in his words and actions with the character of a 
Christian Hero.* 

This little work was printed in 1701, with a 
dedication to Lord Cutts, who had not only ap- 
pointed him his private secretary, but procured 
for him a company in Lord -Lucas's regiment of 
fuzileers. It consists chiefly of a review of the 
characters of some celebrated Heathens, con- 
trasted with the life and principles of our blessed 
Saviour, and of St. Paul, from which it is his 
object to prove, that none of the heroic virtues, 
or ' true greatness of mind,' can be maintained^ 
unless upon Christian principles. The language 
is far from being regular, and, perhaps, he may 
seem deficient in powers of argument : but 
his address has nvuch of that honest zeal and 
affection which gomes from the heart. . It 
has been often reprinted and circulated among 
the middling class of readers, but in his own 

•tance of a man attempting to write himself oat of hit foltief. 
To show, that he repented and was reclaimed from gaming, 
he published an Essa^ on that vice ; but a few years prored 
-dial he was not re^Uuxaed, and had again to repent^ 



BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. sf 

tune probably redounded more to his honour as 
an author, than to his advantage as a man ; for 
he informs us that the rebuffs he met with, in- 
stead of encouragements for his declarations in 
regard to religion, laid him under a necessity of 
enlivening his character ; and with this view, he 
wrote his first play, called 'The Funeral, or 
Grief Alamode,' which was very successfully, 
performed the same year, and is yet a favourite 
with the public. This play is said to have pro- 
cured "him the regard of King William, who 
intended to have betowed some mark of favour 
upon him, which the death of that monarch pre- 
vented. By the friendship, however, of Lord 
Halifax, and of the Earl of Sunderland, to 
whom he had been recommended by Addison, 
he was, in the beginning of Queen Anne's 
reign, appointed Gazetteer. Addison is said 
also to have assisted him in the comedy of the 

* Tender Husband, or the Accomplished Fools,' 
which was acted with great success in 1 704. The 
friendship between these two illustrious charac- 
ters commenced when they were school-fellows 
at the Charter-house.-' I remember,' says Steele, 

• when I finished the "Tender Husband," I told 
him (Addison) there was nothing I so tenderly 
wished, as that we might, some time or other, 
publish a work written by us both, which should 
bear the name of the Monument, in memory of 
©ur friendship.' 

His next play was ' The Lying Lover,* which, 
he tells us, * was damned for its piety ;' a fate 
-which it does not appear to deserve on that, or 
any other account inore within the province of a 
dramatic tribunal* There is great regularity in 
the fable of all his plays, ana the characters are 
well sketched and preserved ; but in the dialogue 

r^ii. I* 3 
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be 19 sometime« tedious. He wants the quick 
repartee of Congreve ; and though possessed of 
humour, falls into the style rather, of an essay 
tjian a drama. Much of that point which ap- 
j^ars in his Tatlers may be discovered in his; 
Cqmedies. 

After the condemnation of this play, he com- 
Bienced the Tatler, on the 12th of April, 1709- 
During its publication, in 1710, he was appoin*- 
ted a Commissioner of the Stamp Duties, which 
ie retained after that ministry was dismissed by 
whose favour the place had been conferred. The 
Tatler was almost immediately followed by 
the Spectator and Guardiak. In the course 
of the Guardian, he began to take a greater 
share in the politics of the day, and engaged:, 
with considerable warmth against the ministry,^ 
though rather covertly : but at length resigning 
kis place in the Stamp Office, and a pension 
which he had enjoyed as belonging to the house- 
hold of Prince George of Denmark, he de- 
clared open war against the ministers, by pub- 
lishing a Guardian on the demolition of Dun- 
kirk, and other political tracts. On the dissolu- 
tion of parliament he was returned member for 
Stockbridge,. in Hampshire ; but was expelled 
the house a few daya after he took his seat, for 
some publications which were voted to be sedi- 
tious and scandalous labels. The most celebrated 
I of these, ' The Crisis,' requires some notice 
here, that its proper author may be assigned. 
That Steele's name appeared to if, and that he 
w^as punished for it, is certain; but a letter pub- 
lished lately by Dr. Somerville, in his > History 
ef the Reign of Queen Anne,' proves that it was 
written by Mr. William Moore, a lawyer, and 
^. t<>8ui]utor of SxasLji's im tl)ie <£n«ushman»* 
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-and perhaps in other political effusions. Thk 
letter, dated June 6, 1716, is addressed to the 
late Lord Macclesfield, then lord chancellor. It 
is probable that Steele had the courage to 
stand the prosecution, perhaps thinking it might 
end in a reprimand, and could not with honour 
retract, or give up the real author, when 
matters can(ie to be more serious. Moore, 
indeed, speaks lightly of Steele's punishment: 
* Had matters been carried to extremities against 
that gentleman (Steele) on account of that 
book, my fate would certainly have been more 
«evere tiian his ; for my profession as a lawyer 
would have been esteemed an agg^ravation of 
ray crime by the then ministry, and consequent- 
ly of my punishment.' The reader, however, 
must yet consult Steele's ^ Apc^ogy,' before 
he can be entirely satisfied that he had not such 
a «hare in the production of this pamphlet as 
rendered it necessary for him to abide the co»w 
sequences. 

Inmiediately after his expulsion, Steele issued 
proposals for writing the history of the Duke of 
Marlborough, whose character he always de- 
fended ; but this work was never es^«cuted. At 
the same time he wrote ' The Spinster ;* and^ 
ill opposition to the Examiner, he began a paper 
entitled ' The Reader*.* 

This contest was beneficial in the end. Oh the 
death of the Queen, he was appointed Surveyor of 
the Royal Stables at Hampton Court, and put into 
the commission of the peace for the county of Mid- 
dlesex ; and having procured a license for chief 
manager of the royal company of comedians, he 
csRsily obtained it to be changed in the same year 

* See Prcface^to Guardiajt. 
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(1714) into a patent from his Majesty, appointing 
him governor of the said company during his life, 
and to his executors, administrators, or assigns, 
for the space of three years afterwards. He was 
also chosen one of the representatives of Borough- 
lirigg, in Yorkshire, in the first parliament of 
George I. who conferred the honour of knight- 
hood upon him, April 8, 1715, on his presenting 
an address from the Lieutenancy of Middlesex 
and Westminster, which was his own composition. 
In August following, he received 500/. from Sir 
Robert Walpole, for special services*. SucK 
honours and emoluments encouraged him to tri- 
umph aver his opponents in several pamphlets 
•written in this and the following year. - In 1715 
he was appointed one of the Commissioners for 
inquiring into the estates forfeited by the late^ 
rebellion in Scotland. This occasioned his pay- 
ing a visit to that kingdom, during \jphich he con- 
ceived the hopeless project of uniting England 
and Scotland in church, as well as state. While 
a member of this parliament, he voted for the 
repeal of the Triennial Act, and of the occasional 
conformity and schism acts; but opposed the 
Peerage Bill, not only within doors, but without 
in a paper called 'The Plebeian.' 

With all the advantaged above mentioned, 
Steele never practised economy : and in 1718 
we find him endeavouring to relieve his necessi- 
ties by the scheme of * The Fishpool,* and at 
the same time increasing them by a fruitless op- 
position to the measures of the Court, by which 
he was deprived of his theatrical patent. He 
then published ■' The Theatre,' in periodical 

• See this^ aifair, which was sti*aQgely misrepresenfed at 
the time, salisfactorily explained in Nichols's Ufe of Wel- 
sted, pre&xcd to his Works> p. 22, 8to. 1787 . 
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^itumbers, the first of which appeared on January 
2, ly 19-20. In 1720, he more laudably employed 
his pen against the mischievous South Sea 
^scheme ; and next year he was restored to his of- 
fice and authority in the play-house in Drury-Iane. 
Here he produced his celebrated comedy ' The 
Conscious Lovers,' which was acted with great 
success and advantage to the author. The King, 
to whom the play was dedicated, presented him. 
with the munificent gift of 500/. Yet soon after 
he was again reduced to poverty, and obliged to 
sell his share in the theatre, and was cast in an ac- 
tion which he commenced against the managers, 
in 1726. He is now said to have been attacked 
by a paralytic disorder*, which greatly impaired 
jhis understanding; xtnd inthls melancholy state 
he was removed to Carmarthen, where he died 
Sept. I, 1729, and was privately interred, accor* 
ding to his own desire, in the town chancel, on 
the 4th of the same month. 

His first wife was a lady of Barbadoes,by whom 
he acquired a valuable plantation. She died h 
few months after their marriage ; but of her name, 
character, or the time of her death, we have no 

• It is with great pleasure I copy the following correction 
of this statement: *' Steele retired into Wales before he had 
the paralytic stroke, that deprived him of his intellectual fa- 
culties, and solely on the principle of doing justice to hie 
creditors, at a time too when he had the fairest prospect of 
satisfying all their claims to the uttermost farthing." Tatler, 
(oct. edit. 1806) note on No. 17 (x; which ^Iso contains an 
able Tiodtoation of Steele from a distorted sketch drawn 
by Mrs. Talbot. See also No. 351, note on Whiston. — 
Some anecdotes very honourable to Steele's eharacter are 
given in Victor's Original Letters, vol. i. p. 327, 350; 
but it is more liighly indebted to '* Dr. Rundle's Anticipa- 
tion of the posthumous Character of Sir Richard Steele,^' 
ftublished by the Rev. Weeden Sutler, in his very iptercs- 
ing life of the amiable Vfr, Mark Hildet^ey, bishop of ^loder 
^ndMtiB^ 8vO. 1797. 
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account*. His second wife was Mary, the daugh?^ 
ter of Jonathan Scurlock of Languanor in Car- 
marthenshire, Esq. by whom he had three chil- 
dren, a daughter Elizabeth bom March 26, 
1709, a son Richard bom May 25, 1710, and ano- 
ther son Eugene born March 4, 1712, and named 
after the celebrated Prince Eugene. Richard 
and Eugene died young. Elizabeth was, in 
May 1732, married to the Hon. John Trevor, 
then one of the Welsh judges, and afterwards 
Baron Trevor of Bromham, who had issue by 
her, a daughter, named Diana, who was remark* 
ably beautiful, but unfortunately an idiot. Of 
this family much information may be found in 
Steele's Epistolaiy Correspondence, published 
by Mr. Nichols in 1787; a work which gives a 
very faithful delineation of Steele's character, 
and explains, if it does not excuse, ' thatimpru- 
uience of generosity, or vanity of profusion, which 
kept him always incurably necessitous.' In this 
work also will be found a particular account of a 
natural daughter he had by a relation of Tonson 
the bookseller. 

It does not appear that Steele's marriage with 
Miss Scurlock added much to his happiness. — 
She loved money, and had the usual companion 
of that vice, a coldness of affection ' as a woman 
and a wife.' Yet his attachment to her appears 

* This lady is supposed to be alluded to in Tatler, No. 
117 ; if so, she was of a Kentish family. Yet this paper was 
•writtea by Addisozc. Of the incident supposed to relate 
\o Mrs. Steele, Dr. Be at tie says, *One of the finest mo- 
ral tales I cTer read is an acconnt in the Tatjler which, 
though it has every appearance of a r<!ai dream, compre- 
hends a moral so sublime and so interesting, that J question 
whether any man who attends to it can ever forget it; ai^d it 
he remembers, whether he can ever cease ^o be tue better fp^ 
it. DisseKatlosxs^ Moral dud Critical^ 4to. 1783. . 
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ti) have been ardent and uniform ; in the Thea- 
tre, No. 12, he laments the loss of her as the 
best woman that ever man had ; and adds, that 
* she frequently lamented and pined at his ne- 
glect of himself.* Their correspondence throws 
considerable light on her character ; if she is to 
be blamed for a narrow, teazing, and suspicious 
temper, itis no less evident that her temper was 
occasionally soured by the distresses in which 
her husband's imprudence involved him; and 
she may be excused if the prospect of want ren- 
dered her parsimonious, and unfriendly to the 
schemes and projects by which he had often de- 
ceived himself as well as her. 

Such are the outlines of the life of Sir Rich* 
ARD Steele. To have entered into a detail of 
his political conduct and writings, would have 
led us into a field very wide, and to most readers 
very barren of entertainment. It has rarely hap- 
pened that political writings, unless eminently 
mischievous, have long survived the cause which 
gave them birth, and the contests which swelled 
them into importance. The best performances 
of this kind are preserved with little care, and 
read, if read at all, with little interest. / If they 
settle a date, or illustrate a minute point of his- 
tory, it is as much as can be expected from them 
in an age which has forgot the zeal of former par- 
ties in the turbulence of its own. It mu3t be 
added, however, that the most scrupulous in- 
quiry into Steele's political character has left 
him the merit of b^ing useful to his party, formi- 
dabte to his opponents, and frequently too honest 
to be friendly to his own interest. 

The Tatler, like many other eminent super- 
structures, rose from smalt beginnings. It does 
not appear that the author fbres^w to wl)i$Lt per^ 
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iection Uiis method of wridag might be brought 
when he should by the aid of his Illustrious coK 
league be able to reject his first plan. By di- 
viding each paper into compartments, he appears 
to have consulted the ease with which an author 
may ^y a little upon many subjects, who has nei» 
ther leisure nor inclmation to eiiter deeply on a 
.single topic** This, however, did not proceed 
euher from distrust in his abilities, or in the &- 
vour of the public ; for he at once addressed them 
with confidence and familiarity ; but it is proba- 
ble that he did not foresee to what the continued 
practice of writing will frequently lead a man 
whose natural endowments are wit and eloquence, 
superadded to a knowledge of the world, and a 
habit of observation. 

The first paper of the Tatlbr, as has been 
already noticed, made its appearance on Tuesday, 
April 12, 1709 : and the days of publication were 
fixed to be Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 
In the selection of a name for the work, Steele 
affords an early instance of delicate raillery, by 
informing us that the name TatIeh was invented 
in honour of the fair sex ; and that in such a char- 
acter he might indulge with impunity the desul- 
tory plan he first laid down, with a becoming 
imitation of the tattle and gossip of the day. His 
paper professed to embrace ' accounts of gallan- 
try, pleasure, and entertainment,' under the head 




thinks 

Defoe't , ^ , . 

ttons of Theology, Morals, Politics, Trade, Language, Poeft- 
ry, he* published about the year 1703. More than a hlnty 
however^ could not be derived from a farrago, so unworthy of 
the talents afterwards -diBplayed by D^oc in his RobiBsoa 
Cruaaee 
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< White*s Chocolate-house ;' ^ poetry*' under that 
ot ' Will's Coffee-house ;* and ' learning* under 
that of ' the Grecian :' * foreign and domestic 
news* from * St. James's Coffee-house ;* and ' oth- 
er articles' * from his own apartment,' and some- 
times * from Shire-lane.' This plan was prifeser- 
ved for a considerable time, until his pen became 
more accustomed to essay- writing, and the assis- 
tance of his friend Addison enabled him to adopt 
a more regular method. 

The Dramatic articles are numerous, and are 
said to have been serviceable to the theatre. Cil8- 
BER acknowledges the force and influence of the 
Tatler in filling the play-houses ; yet Steels 
had no share in the management of the play-house 
in Drury-Lane for several years after this period. 
We have seen however that he ivas a dramatic 
writer, and was always anxious fot the improve- 
ment of the stage ; and that, with Addisok and 
other writers, he wished to hasten the time, all 
hope of which seems now given up, when the 
morals of the age should be reformed by what 
they called * a well-regulated theatre.' 

in Dr. Burnet's History of Music (Vol. iv. p. 
225, et seqq.) are some valuable strictures on 
those papers in the Tatler and Spectator^ 
which Steele and Addison wrote to ridicule 

* Before Pope's Messiah was inserted in the Spectator^ 
the author submitted it to the perusal of Steele, and cor- 
rected it in compliance with his criticisms. From Po fe this 
was no inconsiderable acknowledgment of Steele's Judgr 
ment I may add here that Wycherley, in a letter to Pope, 
dated May 17, 1709, says, « But hitherto jrour Miscellanies 
haye safely run the gauntlet through all the coffee-houses ; 
which are now entertained with a whimsical new newspaper 
'saHed the Tatler, which I suppose yoti have seen.' It 
was at Steele's suggestion that Pops wrote • The DyiHK 
CliristittitohisSoul.*^ 
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Operas. It k the opinion of this learned anifl 
ingenious author^ that ^ some part of the Spec ta*- 
tor's severity is to he ascribed to want of skill 
in the art of Mtisic ; some to peevishness; and 
the rest to national prejudice, and the spirit of 
party in fetTom* of our domestic theatres.* < Ad- 
eisoif) though be had visited Italy, and was al* 
ways ambitious of being a judge of music, dis- 
covers, whenever he mentions the subject, a total 
want of sensibility, as well as knowledge of the 
Art.' This opinion, Sir Jomx Hawxins, who will 
Slot allow AsmsoK merit of any kind, had before 
-ventured to express. From X)r. Bu&nsy, it is 
decisiv^e. 

The articles of public news were ©f more im- 
poftance ibo the Tatler. Tiiey Were all written 
by STeftLC, who was then Gazetteer, and there- 
fore had the advantage of other newspapers in ac- 
euracy and pertiaps in priority of intelligence. 
This increased the t:irculation of the paper, and 
.neodered it important as a vehicle for advertise- 
ments, manyofwhich are curious and illustrative 
of the manners of the times*. The fcireign in- 
telli^nce has been preserved in all exlitions of 
the work, though- it is not easy to know why. It 
incumbers the volumes with information which is 
now of no importance, and delivered in a manner 
ft'om which the writer can derive no honour. 

The Character of the author was assumed 
with sufficient consequence for the purpose of an 
imagihary Censorship. The family name, Bick- 
BiLSTAFF, was not altogether fictitious. In No. 
3, mention is inade of Mr. John BickerstailP, a 

"player^ and it is said there was another of that 

I. 

"* Specimen^ Kave been Jadicioasly sdeoted ^y'6ie Ainiot»« 
«m«n the f At &.&a» fa die Bdit. oct. ISOS. 
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mame thea resident in London. Bttt nditiberof 
these bad the honour of suggesting this famil^ir de*- 
signation. It was the use which Swift had made 
of it that inclined Stebi.e to give a prefe^reiuse to 
what had already acquired some pofMiiarxty, an4 
might he easier repeated and remembered thaa 
a newer fiction. This circumstance baa Led the 
author of his life in the Biographia Britannicalky 
assert that h^ commenced the T^TiiXa ^ m coi^ 
cert with Swifx.^ For this there is no foundar 
lion, unless a polite acknowledgment of greater 
services than Steelb received from that writer^ 
And still less ground has this Biographer for ac*^ 
cusing Steele of ingratitude in preferring Abdi- 
SON to Swurx V 

Steexe appears to have begun the paper with-^ 
out any concert, or hope of otheK assistance than 
what might come spontaneously. His chief de* 
pendence was on his intelligence, which gaiRe hiia 
a superiority over his contemporaries,, who were 
merely news-writers, and had never discovered 
that a periodical paper might furnish instinictioa 
of a better and more lasting kind. In the otheir 
parts of the Tatleb, he was at first less careful ; 
his style had a familiar vulgarity not unlike that 
of the iournalists.of the age, which he adopted 
either m compliance with the prevailing manuer, 
or by way of disguise. In one paper he aqknow* 
ledges ' incorrectness of style,' and writing ' hi 
an air of common speech.' All tliifi however be- 
came a Tatlerj and for some time he aimed at bo 
higher characterf. But when associated with 

* See Steblb's ori^nal gi«fiiee> 1710, prefixed to the 
fitat^ohtme of ibis edition. 

t St E E li B in reply to T i e k b L l's assertion that A dj>Ia 
soir adranced the Tatler, says, very candidl^r, < It vas ad^ 
Tanced- indeed, for it was raised to a greater thing tllan^I in^ 
tended it ; for the elegance^ purity, and correctness, whioH- 
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AddisoN) he assumed a tone more natural to a 
polished and elegant mmd, and dispersed his 
coarser familiarity among his characteristic cor- 
respondents. If he did not introduce, he was ttie 
first Avho successfully employed the harmless fic- 
tion of writing letters to himself, and by that gave 
ayariety of amusement and information to his pa- 
^r, which would have been impracticable had he 
always appeared in his own character. All suc- 
ceeding Essayists have endeavoured to avail 
themselves of a privilege so essential to this, spe- 
cies of composition, but it requires a mimickry 
' of style and sentiment which few have been able 
to combine. 

Addison is said to have first discovered Steele 
to be the author of the Tatler by a criticism of 
his own introduced in No. 6. The criticism is 
not of great importance unless to those com- 
mentators who make a fayourite author the 
source of all excellence, and are determined to 
find a beauty in every particle. Addison was at 
this time in Ireland, secretary tOsLord Wharton, 
Lord Lieutenant, and gave Steele an early proof 
of his regard by sending contributions to his 
work. In No. 1 8, the ' Distress of News-writers* 
is certsdnly his, and the first part of the paper, on; 
sign-posts, has very much of his manner. No. 
SO, is likewise assigned to him, although the first 
article has more t)f Swift's indelicacy of manner. 
His other papers are assigned on indubitable au- 
thority. 

Such an assistant was of incalculable value to 

appeared in his writings, vere not so mueh to my purpose, as 
in any intelligible manner I could,' to rally all those singularr- 
-ties of human life, through the different professions andoha- 
igMsters in it, which obstruct any thing that was truly goGvl 
and great.' Dedication to the Comedy of the Pntnimer. 
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SffEELE, who began to sacrifice his original plan 
by degrees, and, as his views became enlat^ed 
and public attention more generally drawn to the 
paper, soon rose to the dignity of a teacher of 
lirisdom and morals. His improvement, if I mis- 
take not, is visible from about No. 82 or 83 ; No. 
'92, 95, 109, and 132, may be referi'ed to for thcib 
superior excellence. The latter is much in the 
Addisonian manner. Steele's admirable papers 
on duelling were among the first successful at- 
tacks on that remnant of barbarism. They arc 
supposed to have been originally written in con- 
sequence of his being involved in a duel with a 
brother officer of the Coldstream regiment, about 
the year 1706. 

It may be necessary, however, to mention that, 
in assigning the papers of the Tatler to their 
respective authors, we have better authority to 
follow in almost every case than in that of Steele 
himself^ because it has been the custom to prefix 
his name to every paper of which no other writer 
is known. In this arrangement, he is the osten- 
sible author of upwards of one hundred and sev- 
enty of these papers ; but it must be observed 
that aldioiigh as editor of the papers he was res- 
ponsible for their contents, he composed many of 
them from the contributions or hints of his cor- 
respondents, principally short letters written by 
the wits of the age, in which they sometimes imi- 
tated his manner with a considerable degree of 
success ; and not unfrequently he borrowed from 
Ms library short extracts, which he reprinted with 
an introduction or comment. On one occasion 6f 
very pinching distress, he began a Journal of the 
Iliad, of which he seems afterwards ashamed* ; 
and on another occasion he published some pri- ^ 
vate letters he had sent to his second wife. Tliese 

VOL. X. £ 
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shifts, however, occur diiefly amon^ the earfier 
papers : his matter soon became proportionisd ta 
his wants, and he acquired b)r constant efHcHts a 
happier and easier mode of communicating his 
observations on life and manners. 

It appears that some part of the popularity of 
the Tatlers, during their first publication, was 
owing to a very prevalent opinion, that the char- 
racters desciibed in an unfavourable light, and held 
up to ridicule or contempt, were real. Of this 
many hints are given; and the question is very 
artfully obscured in every attempt to decide it. 
That some of the characters, both good and bad, 
/were rejal, has been ascertained beyond all doubt: 
allusions to the events of the times are so fire- 
quent as to render it necessary to introduce, the 
actors. We may instance the Bangorian contro- 
.versy, which in itself however was perhaps too 
serious for the kind of ridicule employed. Reli- 
gious controversy, when conducted with asperity 
and calumny, might often afford a proper subject 
of ridicule; but the attempt is dangerous, and we 
must never forget that the matter or object of all 
religious controversy, however misrepresented, is 
of eternal importance. The peevishness of Bish- 
op Blackall, it must notwithstanding be confea*- 
sed, is parodied with great humour in the letters 
of the Puppet-show man, which have been admi- 
red by many readers, who looked no farther than 
to the affected consequence of a vagrant of that 
, mean employment. In No. 5 1 , Steele has apo« 
logized for his interference in this controversy 
with considerable shrewdness. 

Besides the gamblers, many of whom were, 
certainly real characters, a few of a more harm- 
less cast are introduced, as Ratcliff and Arke ; 
but in general,. the allusions to living characters, 
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not of the depraved kind, are free from asperity 
or malevolence. One exception indeed occurs 
in the case of Madonella (Mrs. Mart Astell) 
and of Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob, two ladies of 
unblemished character, and great literary- accom- 
plishments ; but let it be remembered that these 
calumnies are both from the pen of Swift. 

The general opinion, however, that all the 
characters delineated' or alluded to, Were rcalj 
certainly kept up the public attention to these 
papers ; and the authors, being aware that noth- 
ing can render a worit more popular than the 
supposition that it contains a proportion of scaii^ 
dal er personal history, were not very anxious to 
deprive themselves of a hold on the public mind 
which they could, and had the virtue to turn to 
the best of purposes. In writings of this kind, 
it is essential that vice and folly should be inns'* 
trated by characters ; it is this which distinguishes 
them from dissertations of the more serious 
cast : and to readers of a certain description, it 
i& a delightful employment to reduce fictitious 
to real names, conjecture wisely on place and 
person, tind find resemblances where none were 
meant. Our authors cannot therefore be very 
severely blamed if they occasionally played with 
this species of self-deception, and, knowing the 
perverted taste of some of their customers, sold 
them lawful goods as contraband. 

The chief design of all these papers is brief- 
ly expressed by Hughes, in No. 64, to be * a 
wholesome project of making wit useful,' a pro- 
ject the more to be commended as of all talents 
wit is thie most liable to be abused ; and as for 
many years preceding the date of the Tatleb, 
the most celebrated wits had prostituted their 
pens in the service of the grosser vices. Few 
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men could be better qualified than Stselb Xfk 
employ this endowment ia useful designs. Not- 
withstanding his personal failings, he appears to 
have uniformly entertained the purest pnnciples 
of religion and morals : a strong sense of pro- 
priety in words as well as in action : and an ab* 
horrence of gross vices, as offensive to the deity^ 
and dangerous to the eternal welfare of man. 
When betrayed by liveliness pf temper into an 
expression inconsistent with piety or decency, 
he was ever ready to apologia^e and to revoke : if 
he committed errors, he certainly defended none. 
In manners he had a quick sense of what wa3 ri- 
diculous, and exposed it with easy playfulness, 
or humorous gravity. Availing himself of the 
many shapes an Essayist may assume, he expo« 
sed levity of conduct, absurd fashions, impro- 
prieties of dress and discourse, in every various 
light ; and laid the foundation for a change in the 
public mind, which has contributed l^eyond all 
calculation to the refinement of society. 

It has already been noticed that he is not to 
be accounted the writer of every paper to which 
his name has been prefixed or appended. Those 
ivhich appear in the regular form of Essay are 
certainly his ; those consisting of letters, &c. 
were sometimes the contributions of correspon- 
dentSi With respect to his able coadjutor, we 
are less liable to mistake. Addison's papers 
•have been correctly ascertained, yet the frequent 
resemblance between these two writers in style 
and manner is a circumstance which deserves 
particular notice. We have seen that Steele 
w^s the original author of the Tatler, that he 
was the. first who prescribed a mode of periodi- 
cal writings new to the world from the nature of 
its subjects^ and that he had made some pro» 
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giTCss before he received or appears to have ex- 
pected assistance from Addison, who was then 
ID a dfstant country,* and in an official situation 
not likely to afFord him the requisite leisure; 
Yet from the time they began to write in con- 
junction, if the reader will attentively compare 
those papers which Are certainly the respective 
productions of Steele and Addison, he wil) 
meet with a surprising similarity of humour. In 
many Insteinces Steele imitates what has been 
since called the Addisonian manner with a 
closeness which would have rendered it very dif- 
ficult to assign the papers to their proper authors, 
if we had been left without any authority but a 
supposed knowledge of the style. Of this hap- 
j^ coincidence of talent, there are many striking 
instances in the Spectator, to which we shall 
iiave occasion to advert hereafter. In the mean 
time, we may remark^ that it contributed to pre- 
serve the uniformity and consistency of charac- 
ter, of the personal identity of Isaac Bicker^^ 
STAFF. * Throughout the whole work,* says an 
author who well knew how to appreciate its me- 
rits, ' the conjuror, the politician, the man of hu- 
mour, the critic ; the seriousness of the moralist, 
and the mock dignity of the astrologer ; the vi- 
vacities and the infirmities peculiar ^o old age, 
are aU so blended and contrasted in the Censor 
of Great-Britjdn, as to form' a character equally 
complex and natural, equally laughable and re- 
spectable.'! 

Thirty-four of the Tatlers are attributed to 
'Steele and Addison in conjunction, and their 
respective shares are pointed outin the contents 

* Addison left London April 10, two da^s before tlie first 
Appeftruiice of Uie Tatler. 

t Beata.e. 
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to the present edition. Forty-one are given to 
Addison alone, of which Nos. lS2y 216, 220, 
224, 2SQj 253, 256, 259, and 265, are admirable 
examples of that exquisite humour which after- 
wards became habitual in this author's writings, 
and flowed from a disposition of mind, easy^ equa-* 
ble, and fertile in ridicule, yet delicate in senti* 
ment and expression beyond any kind of wit that 
had hitherto appeared. In No. 216, ' The Vir- 
tuoso's will' is replete with beauties ; in almost 
every article is a syoke of satire which can hard« 
ly escape the notice of the dullest reader. The 
^lemn introduction — the testator's leaving *tb© 
female skeleton and dried cockatrice* to the wi- 
dow — ^'the Winter-May-dew and embryo pickle* 
to the eldest daughter—* the nest of a humming- ' 
bird' to the youngest on the birtli of her first 
child, and heightened by the condition amiexed, 
< if she marries with her mother's consent,' are 
uncommon felicities of humour. The character 
of a Virtuoso* was the frequent butt of the wits 
of the BicKERSTAFF school, and almost every 
modem Essayist has attempted the same subject. 
Dr. Johnson is, I think, among the last who fol* 
lowed them with success, yet perhaps with more 
extravagance of fiction than true humour admits. 
Among the occasional contributors to the Tat* 
1.ER, Swift has been often mentioned. It is not 
improbable that he frequently gave hints, but 
there is not much that can be assigned to his pen. 
He wrote, in No. 9, the * Description of the 
Morning:' in No. S2, the hi&tory of Madonella: 

^ * *riiey eiriployed their wit less laudably on the Royal So- 
ciety ' oi which the eheraies were for some time very no* 
merOus and very acrimonious, for what reason it is hard to 
eOnceive, smee the philosophers prc^essed not to advance 
doctrines, but to produce &cts«' Jou2«son's Lif&of Bvt- 
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in No* 35, from internal evidence^ the family of 
Jx: in No. .59, the letter signed Obadiah Green- 
hat: in No. 63, Madonella's Platonic College: in 
No. 66, the first article, on pulpit oratoiy : in No. 
i67, the proposal for a Chamber of Fame* : in No. 
j68, a continuation of the same : in No. 70, a letter 
4>n oratoiy signed Jonathan Rosehat : in No. 71, a 
letter on the irregular conduct of a clergyman : 
No. 230, entire : in No. 238, the poetical descrip- 
tion of a shower; and No. 258, a short letter on 
the words * Great Britain.' These arc all the 
<:onmiunications that can with any confidence be 
scribed to Swift, a writer who, with a rich fund 
4>f humour, an easy and flowing style, perhaps more 
^correct than that of any of his contemporaries, 
-with habits of observationf, and a Keen discem- 
snent of folly and weakness, was nevertheless ill 
xjualiEed for this species of composition. His wit 
rwas so licentious, that no subject however sacred, 
and no character however amiable, were safe ; his - 
invective has more of malignity than virtuous in- 
dignation: his characters are drawn in hideous dis- 
tortion ; and perhaps no man ever attempted to 
ridicule vice or folly with less of the salutary and 
gentle spirit of correction. 

Of his life it would be unnecessary to give a 

* Br. Hawkeswo&th claims also Xo. 74, and 81, for 
Swift ; but from the notes on these papers, they are more 
jasUy given to Asdxson and Stesle. In his Joarnal to 
Stella, he disclaims Nos. 237, 249, 2$7, and 260, which had 
been imputed to him by his correspondents. See his Worb^ 
vol. ZYiii. P.21I4 Sto. edition, 1801. 

t Of this qualification his ' Polite Conversation' and * Ad- 
vice to Servants' are decisive proofs. * These two perfor- 
mances,' says Johnson, * shew a mind incessantly attentive, 
and, vrhen it was not employed upon great* things, busy with 
minute ocurrenees, Itjis apparent that he must have had 
the habit of noting whatever he observed: for such a num- 
ber of particular^ could nerer bare t^«aMMmb)edV ^ 
•power of re«QUe«^aik' 



4fc mSTOBICAL AND 

detdl here. It has been written by Lord Orre- 
ry, by Hawkesworth, by Delant, by John- 
son, and lastly by Mr. Sheridan. In these wri- 
ters, considerable discordance of opinion occurs ; 
yet an examination of their opinions and aiitho^ 
Titles, and what evidence may be derived from 
Jiis works, leave us the melancholy regret that a 
man of so many accomplishments should have 
so few claims to our esteem. It is with too 
much truth, that Johnson has stated that ^ he 
seems to have wasted life in discontent, by the 
rage of neglected pride, and the languishment of 
unsatisfied desire. He is querulous and fastidi- 
ous, arrogant and malignant ; he scarcely speaks 
of himself but with indignant lamentations, or of 
others but with- insolent superiority when he is 
gay, and with angry contempt when he is gloomy.* 

Mr. Sheridan, indeed,'' has published an el^Jb- 
orate vindication of Swift ; but, having deter- 
mined that his character should be that of pure 
and unmixed excellence, he has plunged into a se- 
ries of inconsistencies from which he never knOws 
how to extricate himself, or the object of his ad- 
miration. Mr. Monck Berkeley, who has since 
attempted a vindication of Swift, cannot excuse 
Sheridan's want of judgment, in the case of 
- the two ladies who were unfortunately attached to 
the Dean. The truth is, Sheridan was proud 
of the original information and materials which 
lie had been able to collect, and did not perceive 
that although they might furnish an impartial 
life of Swift, they could not support a continued 
panegyric. ^ 

Yet for this Swift is not accountable. His 
conduct measured.by his own principles is seldom 
mysterious, and becomes so only when attempts 
are thus made to render it consistent with a char- 
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acter which he did not possess. Doubts have 
been justly entertained of his religion ; and there 
are many proofs that it was a religion which did 
little honour to the church of which he was a 
member. His notions of what became the dig-* 
nity of the sacerdotal office appear to have been 
very lax. In his Journal, December, 1712, is the 
following singular passage : ' This morning I 
presented one Diaper,a poet, to Lord Bolingbrokey 
with a new poem, which is a very good one; and 
I am to give a sum of money from my Lord. I 
have contrived to make a Parson of him, for he 
is half one already, being in Deacon's orders, anU 
a small cure in the country, but has a sword at 
f^ tail here in town. 'Tis :q. floor y little^ short 
mfretchy but will do best in a gowny and toe will 
make Lord Keeper give him a living.* 

Tliis passage Mr. Sheridan has quoted as a 
proof of Swift's * good offices to men of genius 
«vnd merit ?* but of what value in any man's charac- 
ter is such patrcMiage, when over-balanced by the 
insult offered to reugion, and to the church whose 
dignity he professed to support, by making the 
Lord Keeper give a living to ' a poor, little, short 
wretch,' whose only merit was that of writing a 
poem which has never since been heai*d of. 
Connected with this anecdote, and in a subse- 
quent pai*t "of the Life, we have another instance 
of the difficulty Mr. Sheridan experienced in 
Jbis attempt to construct a Christian Hero from 
the materials of an inconsistent Humourist. 
Although Swift professed to make the Loi*d 
Keeper give livings to persons whom he could 
not mention^ without contempt, his biographer 
informs us that he was more circumspect in 
matters within his own gift. * He was extreme- 
ly exact and conscientious in promoting ttit 
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members of the choir according to jtheir merit, 
and never advanced any person to a vicarage, 
nrho was not qualified for it in all respects, what- 
ever their interests or however recommended. 
He once refused a vicarage to a person for whom 
Lady Carteret was very importunate, at the 
same time declaring to her ladyship, that if it 
had been in his power to have made the gentle- 
man a Dean or a Bishop, he would have obliged 
her willingly, because, he saidj deaneries and 
bishopricks were preferments in which Twerf^ 
had fiQ concern^ but the merit of a vicar would 
be brought to the test every day. The instance 
he brings to illustrate this part of Swipt's 
character, and to pi^ve how exact and con- 
scientious he was to fill his choir with such 
merit as all men were judges of, is that of a 
person promoted by him to a vicarage, because 
his gun had gone off accidentally and wounded 
him. 

In his attempt to * develbpe Swift's mysteri- 
ous conduct, towards Stella and Vanessa, he 
lias certainly removed much of the mystery, but 
leaves Swift's character as liable to censure as 
he found it. When he allows that he had a love 
for Vanessa, and none for Stella, and that he 
kept up a correspondence with Vanessa, which 
it was necessary to conceal from Stella, he 
places his hero in a situation more irreconcila- 
ble with honour and humanity than perhaps he 
intended; and although his account of the whole 
transaction is minute and interesting, it may be 
doubted whether it was ever read without feel** 
ings of a very different kind from what he meant 
to excite. Dr. Johnson has noticed the affair 
with more lenity ; he haB said all that can be 
iaidinexcusei 



Mr. Sherioan's defence of the Fourth part of 
/Gulliver's Travels' is ingenious; but when 
he censures the opposition to this work as. pre- 
judice, he forgets Uiat it is not the prejudice of 
the vulgar, but the opinion of every writer of 
. piety or taste who has considered the subject- 
With respect to his attack on Dr. Johnson, ex- 
cept where he has corrected some i^stakes in 
point of fact, it may safely be left unanswered. 
In this he was too obviously imitating one of 
the virtues of his idol. He was taking that ven- 
geance for . which* he had long prepared his 
mind. As a critic, Mr. Sheridan has not al- 
ways been successful. Swift's style was, be- 
yond all precedent, pure and precise, yet void 
of ornament or grace, and partook in some in- 
stances of the pride and dogmatism of its author: 
nor does his biographer seem to be aware, that 
his most incorrect composition is his ' Proposal 
for correcting the English tongue.' . 

Those who wish to appreciate Swift's charac- 
ter with justice, must derive their information 
from his voluminous writings, which undoubted- 
ly place him among the most illustrious orna- 
ments of literature, as an author of incompara- 
ble ability, of multiform talent, and inexhausti-^ 
ble fancy. But the most charitable conclusion 
that can be formed of his private life, or the ge- 
neral tendency of his writings, will not, I fear, 
differ much from the opinion of a celebrated , 
writer, who, with the truest relish for wit and 
humour, never losses sight of more important 
considerations. 

< In Swift we see a turn of mind very dif- 
ferent from that of the amiable Thomson, little 
relish for the sublime and beautiful, and a per- 
petual succession of violent emotions. All his 



pictures of life seem to show, that dcformitj 
and meanness were the favourite objects of hij 
attention, and that his, soul was a constant prej 
to indignation, disgust, and other gloomy pas 
sions arising fi'om such a view of things. An< 
it is the tendency of almost all his writing; 
(though it was not always the author's design 
to communicate the same passions to his rea 
der ; insomuch, that, notwithstanding his erudi 
tion, and knowledge of the world, his abilities a 
a popular orator and man of business, the ener 
gy of his style, the elegan'ce of some of hi 
verses, and his extraordinarv talents in wit an< 
humour, there is reason to doubt, whether b; 
stud3dng his works any person was ever mucl 
improved in piety or benevolence.'* 

The next contributor to the Tatlek wiion 
we shall notice, is Mr. John Hughes, who i 
said to have been the author of the letter signei 
Jo»iah Conflict in No. 64 ; that Mgned Will Truh 
ty in No. 73 ; a letter on the tendency of th 
work in No. 76 ; and the inventory of a beau' 
effects in No. 113. For these assignments, w 
kave the authority of Mr. Buncombe. The An 
notators on th^ Tatl^r suspect that he wrote th 
short letter signed Fhilanthropos in No. 66, an- 
the whole of No. 194, a transposition of th 
tenth canto of the fourth book of Spensei 
Steele is supposed to have alluded to Hughe 
in the character of Aletheus in No. 56. ' Me was 
say the Annotators on the Tatler, < the intimat 
friend of Steele, and seems to have interests 
himself very particularly in those papers of thi 
work which were written with a view to detec 
and expose the sharpers of that time.* Som 

•"Bwftjs on Poetry anAMusio, p. S^r* 4to, EdH. 17761 



BIO&ItAPHICAL PREFACE. 6| 

jGEtrther noti<;a will be taken of Mr. Hughes 
among the authors of the Spectatoiu 

The * MediciDC, a Tale,' in No. 2, was writ- 
ten by Mr. Williai^ Harrison, a young gen- 
tleman high in esteemrand (as Swift charac- 
terizes him) * a little, pretty fellow, with a great 
deal of wit, good sense, and good nature.' For 
these and perhaps superior qualities, he h^s 
been < praised, wept, and honoured,' by Youn9 
in his Epistle to Lord Lansdqwne. 

Mr. Harrison received the early rudiments 
of hia education at Winchester School, and was 
afterwards fellow of New College Oxon. His 
circumstances were very indifferent, as he had 
no ipther income than forty pounds a year when 
tutor to one of the Duke of Queensberry'a 
sons. In this employment he attracted the 
favour of Swift, who obtained for him the em- 
ployment of Secretary to Lord Raby, after^ 
wards Earl of Strafford, and then ambas« 
sador at the Hague. A letter of his while 
at Utrecht, dated December 16, 1712, is prin- 
ted in the Dean's works, from which it appears 
that his office was attended with much vexation 
and little advantage. Swift gives a remarkable 
instance of this, at the time Harrison brought 
over the barrier treaty. * Jan. 31, 1712-13, 
Harrison was with me this mbrnine ; we talked 
three hours, and then I carried him to court. 
When we went down to the door of my lodging, 
I found a coach waited for him. I chid him for 
it: hut he whispered me, it was hnpossible to 
be otherwi^ ; and in the coach he told me, he 
had npt one farthing in his pocket to pay for it ; 
and therefore took the coach for the whole day, 
and intended tp borrow money somewhere or 
other. So there was the Queen's Mimster iii- 

VOL. I, T 
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trusted in affairs of the greatest importance, 
■without a shilling in his pocket to pay a coach/ 
He died Feb. 14, 1712-13. He was professedly 
Editor of the spurious Tatler hereafter mention- 
ed. ^ Dr. Birch, in a note on his letter to Swift, 
has confounded him with Thomas Harrison, 
M' A. of Queen's College.* 

The very humorous genealogy of the family 
t)f Bickerstaff in No. 1 1, is ascribed by Steele in 
his * Preface to the Octavo Edition, 1710,' to * Mr. 
-TwisDEN, who died at the battle of Mons, and has 
a monument in Westminster Abbey, suitable to 
the respect which is due to his wit and his valour.' 
Hene AGE TwisDEN was the seventh son of * Sir 
William TwisdeIsj, Bart, of Roydon Hall, East 
Peckham, Kent; and a youth of gjreat e3q)ectations. 

At the time of his death ( 1 709, aged 29,) he was 
captain of foot in Sir Richard Temple's regi- 
ment, and Aid-de-Camp to John Duke of Arotle, 
who commanded the right wing of the Confed- 
erate Army. Near his monument in the north 
aisle of the Abbey, are two other small ones 
to the memory of his brothers Josiah and John. 
Josiah was a captain of foot at the siege of 
Agremont, near Lisle in Flanders, and was killed 
by a cannon ball, in 1708, in the 23d year of his 
age. John was a- lieutenant in the Admiral's 
ship^ under vSirCLOUDESLEY Shovel.) and perish- 
ed with him in 1707, in the 24th year of his age* 

The character of Aspasia, in No. 42, was writ- 
ten by CoNGREVE. The person me;ant was Lady 
Elizabeth Hastings, the daughter of Theophi- 
lusjthe seventh Earl of Huntingdon^ a lady cele- 

* Nichols's Select CoUeetion of Poems, toI. ir. p. 181. 
& this Collection are all the Poems that can be traced to Mr. 
Harrison, except * Woodstock Fftrk/ which is in Do ds* 
ley's Collection. 
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brated as a pattern of munificence and piety. 
By her historical character drawn up by Thomas 
B ARN ARD, M. A. and published in 1 742, it appears 
that she was indeed 'little lower than the angels.' 
It does honour to Congreve that he could relish 
the beauties of such a character. 

An excellent paper on gluttony, No. 205, is 
ascribed by Steele, in the * Theatre, No. 26,' to a 
Mr. Fuller, with this encomium: 'The mind 
usually exerts itself in all its faculties, with an 
equal pace towards maturity : and tHis gentleman, 
who at the age ofsijcteen^ could form such pleasant 
pictures of the false and. little ambitions of low 
spirits, as Mr. Fuller did, io whom, when a boy, 
we^owe, with several odier excellent pieces. The 
Fain-Glorious Glutton^ when a secret correspon- 
dent of the Tatler; I say, such a one might, easily, 
as he proceeded in human life, arrive at this supe- 
rior strength of xnind at four and twenty.' Of 
this young writer, and of his other pieces, I have 
not been able to obtain any account. I hazard 
a conjecture that he might be TiiOMAS Fuller j 
M. D. a physician, who died at Seven-oaks in Kent» 
Feb. 10, 1731, and who puMished ' Introductio ad 
Sapientiam, or the Right Art of Thinking, assis- 
ted and improved.' , . 

The letter on language, education, &c. in No. 
234, '^as writen by Mr. James Greenwood, au- 
thor of an ' Essay tpwards a practical English Gram* 
mar,' and teacher of a boarding-school at Woodford 
in Essex. In 1717, he published, under the title 
of * The Virgin Miise,' a collection of poems from 
ou^ most celebrated English poets. He was. also 
the author of ' The London Vocabulaiy, English 
and J^tin^ &c.' It appears that for a considera- 
ble time ofhislifehe was Sur-master of St. Paul'* 
JBchool, in which office he died Sept, 12, 1737, 
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These arc the names of all the contributor! 
whosje writings can be ascertained with any de- 
gree of probability. When their contributions 
are deducted, it will be, seen that the continual 
supply of the work rested chiefly on Steele. 
That he had however some unknown <:or respon- 
dents whose favours he admitted is certain, and 
not less so that there were many whose commu- 
nications he thought proper to reject. In No. 
619, of the Spectator, written most probably by 
Steele, adesignis announced of publishing these 
rejected contributions. * I have often thought,* 
says the writer of that paper, ^ that if the several 
letters which are written to me under the cha- 
racter of Spectator, and which I haveaiot made 
use of, were published in a volume, they would 
not be an unentertaining collection. The vaii* 
ety of the subjects, styles, sentiments, and infor- 
jnations, which are transmitted to me, would lead a 
very curious, or very idle reader, insensibly along 
through a great many pages. I know some au- 
thors who wou^ pick up a secret history out of 
such materials, and make a bookseller an alder- 
man by the copy. I shall therefore carefully pre- 
serve the oiiginal papers in a room set apart for 
that .purpose, to the end that they may be of ser- 
vice to posterity.* 

Such a work actually appeared in 4725, enti- 
tled ' Original and genuine letters sent to the Tat- 
lER and Spectator, during the time these works 
were publishing : none of which have been before 
printed;' 2 vOls.Svo. The design of this work, 
however, is here attributed to Charles Lillie, 
the perfumer, who probably took the hint from 
the above passage ip the,SpECTATo|i, and obtain- 
ed the manuscripts from Steele ; who, in a short 
letter prefixed.to the first volume, says, * I have a 



V* 



BIOGRAPHICAL FR^PACB. t$ 

great deal of business ai^d veiy JU heidth, thete*^ 
fore must desire you to excuse me. from looking 
over them ; but if you take care that no person or 
family is offended at any of them» ot any thing in 
them published contrary toreligion or good man- 
nerS) you have my leave to do what you please 
with ^em.*. 

This sanction being obtained, Mr. Lillie retur- 
ned the compliment in as handsome a dedication 
as he could ti:ame: and, in a long preface, written 
with equal ability, endeavours to recommend these 
rejected wares. A short specimen of this may, 
perhaps, amuse the reader. ' Here are near three 
hundred letters, wrote by as many different wri- 
ters, no two of which, though very near in theij- 
way of thinking, 'tis probable, so much as knew 
or ever saw each other : from which observatioUf 
/ 1 kinky the whole may claim the title of the die-: 
tatea qf rtature. Here is religion and . morality 
foi^the upright and the just ; here is manners for 
the rude, and a whip for the incorrigible ; here is 
sobriety for the drunkard, and temperance for the 
epicure. For the droles and laughers, here is odd 
mirth, and an account of whims, not yet heard or 
hardly thought of. Here is dress and fashion for 
the gay, and just satire for the pretenders and in- 
sipid. If the avaricious wants gold, here it is. If 
any man wants to buy or sell a wife, here he may 
find his trader. Is any one jealous ?— let him or 
her read, mind, and coolly digest. No. 87, 1 19, in 
the first volume, and No. 25 in the second.' 

The whole is, however, a most wretched farra- 
go pf dulness and insipidity, such as the most con- 
temptible of our modern periodical publications 
would riot admit ; biit Lilue had the wisdom to se- 
cure a very copious list of subscribers, whose cu- 
riosity was probably excited by the singular and. 

■c *^ 
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not very modest attempt to «cll dross at the J>ric% 
of pure metal. The work, as may be supposed, 
tras nerer reprinted, and is now become scarce. 
The rival candidates for popularity during the 
publication of the Tatler were very numerous. 
A list is given of thirteen, which made in all fifty* 
five publications each week. The superior at* 
tractions of the Tatler were soon felt by some of 
those, and excited all the hostility of which they 
were capable, but which was so feeble that while 
ffew years pass without an edition of the Tatler 
being printed in some part of the kingdom, it is 
with the utmost difficulty the productions of its 
contemporaries can be procured. Among them, 
Mr. Thomas Baker, the author of the Female 
Tatler, laboured hard to gain feme by depre- 
ciating the lucubrations of Isaac Bickerstaff, 
chiefly by vulgar and personal remarks on' 
Steele's character, gait, &c. The hostility of 
the authors of tlie Examiner is rather better 
known. Another enemy was a monsieur Bour- 
NELLE, whose work is entitled, Annotations 
on the Tatler in two parts,' 24mo. It is said 
to have been originally written in French, and 
translated into English by Walter Wagst^ff, 
Ksq. 1710. The author, however, and his trans- 
lator seem to have been one and the same 
person, perhaps Dr. William Wagstafie*, who 
was unfriendly to Steele, and had published a 
false and injurious character of him, which, as the 

• Or as some think, Oldisworth, an 'undcr-spur-lcatber,* 
and a eoxcomb, as Swift calls hira, who was also a writer in 
the Examiner, and a poet of some note in his time. In 
Pope's admirable letter to Lord Burlington, Lintot, the book- 
seller, is made to testify of hira, • Fll say that of Oldiswortk 
(though 1 lost by his T imothi} 's) he translates an ode of Ho- 
race the quickest of anyman in Engla^it' 
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trrfter of Dr. Wagstaffe's life acknowledges, 
< docs indeed want some apology.' The annotator^ 
whoever he was, points clearly to Steele as the 
author of the Tatler; and his petulant annota- 
tions are minute remarks, quaintly expressed in 
a strain of coarse irony and undisguised malignity, 
with such a mixture qf the sort of wit that is 
nearest allied to madness, as sufficiently justifies 
St£ei^s's imputation of insanity in No 79. There 
are, however, some. passages in both parts of the 
book, less obnoxious to this general censure, that 
might incline one to think the writer a distant 
kinsman of the Staffs, in consequence of the left 
hand favours of some open-hearted woman of the 
family*. 

But if Steele had his enemies, he had also his 
imitators, whose performances, however, are now 
little.known. One, indeed, by assuming the name 
and character of Tatler and Bickerstaff, en- 
deavoured to gain the more particular notice of 
the public, and had some claims to it. Steele's 
Tatler terminated Jan. 2, 1710, and on the 13th 
of the same month appeared the first number of 
what has been since called the SfiuHoua Tatler^ 
which was conducted by Swift and the ' little Har- 
rison' Already mentioned, of whom he speaks with 
much contempt in his Journal to Stella: *I am 
setting up a new Tatler, little Harrison. Others 
have put him on it, and I encourage him ; and he 
was with me this morning and evening, shewing 
me his first, which comes out on Saturday. I 
doubt he will not succeed, for I do not much ap- 
prove his manner ; but the scheme is Mr. Sfecre- 
ttfry St. John's and mine, and would have done well 

• Tatler, No. 79, notes. 
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enough in good hands. I recommended him to ft 
J>rinter, whom I sent for, and settled the matter be^ 
tween them this evening. Harrison has just left me, 
and I am tired with correcting his trash.' 

Six numbers of this new Tatler are with toleraUe 
certainty attributed to Swift, but there are Swif-, 
Ti AN A in many others. The first number, chiefly, 
if not entirely, from his pen, is an ingenious though 
some wliat impudent imposition on the public, which 
pretends to account for Bickerstaff's resuming 
his function. Nos. 5 feaid 20, were published bf Dr. 
Hawkesworth in Swift's Works ; but it is sin-^ 
gular that the former of these ^ould have escaped 
the animadversion of Hawkesworth's purer mo-r 
rals. No. 28 is asserted to be Swift's by the au- 
thors of the notes on the Tatler, who observe, 
* that his account of himself, under the feigned name 
of Hiereua, is so arrogant and vain, that a transcript 
of it here would be censured as invidious,' No. 5 
and 24, are printed as Swift's in the Supplement to 
his Works, 3 vols. 1779, and in the late very splen- 
did and correct edition of his works by the editor of 
that Supplement. Hakrison, however, was the 
principal author: and among the inferior assistants 
was Sewell, a physician, of whom 1 have received 
the following account, writen by the late George 
Steevens, Esq. Dr. George Sewell (whose name 
is joined with that of Mr. Pope in a duodecimo edi- 
tion of Shakspeare) followed his profession with 
some degree of success, after he had retired to 
Hampstead ; but three other physicians being soon 
settled in the place, his profits at last became very 
incoifsiderable. He kept no house, but was a boar- 
der. He was much esteemed, and so frequently 
invited to the tables of gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, that he had seldom occaaon to dine at home. 
An ancient inhabitant of Hsunpstead now Hying, 
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was present at his funeral. He was supposed to 
be very indigent at the time of his death, as he was 
interred, on 3ie 12thof February, 1726, in the mean* 
est manner, his coffir> being little better than those 
allotted by the parish to their poor who are buried 
from the workhouse ; neither did a single friend, 
or relation, attend him to the grave. No memorial 
was placed over his remains; but they lie just un-» 
der a holly-tree which formed apart of a hedgerow 
that was once the boundary .of the church-yard. A 
farther account will be given in the Preface to the 
Spectator. This Tatler j which upon th« whole 
has but little merit, and is very ambiguous as to 
moral tendency, consists of fifty-two papers, end- 
ing May 19, 1710, nearly three months after th© 
commencement of the Spectator, of which paper 
a sneering notice is taken in No. 26. It imposed 
im the world so far as to be printed at least three 
times, as th^ Jifth volume of the Tatler. I have 
Hot, however, seen.any edition of later date than 
1 727, and I believe it never was printed by the pro- 
|>rietors of the genuine work. 

The sale of the Tatlkr, according to all ac- 
counts, was very extensive, and must have been a 
source of gTeat^molument to Steele. The first 
four numbers, we are told^were given gratis*, and 
the price was then fixed at a penny, which was dou- 
bled afterwards. The size, foliO) a half^heet print- 
ed on both sides, and descrying the character which 

* Tfie first fomr'Qumhers of Uicorigiiuil folio ver^ ' priii- 
ied for the author ;' the remainiog nuinbers ^* sold by John 
Morphew, near Stationers' Hall, where advertisements are 
taken in/ When collected into volumes, they were 'to be 
delivered to subscribers by Charles Lillie, perfumer, at tha 
oorner of Beaufort-buildmgs in the Strand, and John Mor- 
phew, near Stationers' Hall.' But they are entered in 
Dtationers* Hall as the sole property, in fouo, octavo, twelves, 
and all othei* volumes whatever, of John KvtT. 
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an angry: correspondent in No. 160 gives it, Ho*^ 
bacco paper and scurvy letter.' They were^ how- 
ever, when collected in volumes, reprinted in roy- 
al octavo, and large letter, at one guinea per vol- 
ume ; and a most .numerous list of subscribers, 
< the greatest beauties and wits in the whole island 
of Great Britain,' engaged to take the work at 
that unprecedented price*. These very generous 
subscriptions are handsomely acknowledged by 
Steele in No. 1 62. The splendid octavo edition 
was followed by another in 12mo. ^ on a neat Elze- 
vir letter,* a very beautiful book, and like the oth- 
ers printed in the same year, very accurate. The 
papers were in general corrected by the authors, 
with some, but few, omissions and additions. 

Steele's manner of taking leave of the public, as 
Mr* Bickerstaff^ is characteristic and not ungrace- 
ful. * The general purpose of the whole,* it is said 
in the last paper, 'has been to recommend truth, 
innocence, honour, and virtue, as the chief oma-'. 
jnents of life ; but I considered that severity of man- 
ners was absolutely necessary to him who would 
censure others, and for that reason, and that only, 
chose to talk in a mask. I shall not carry my 
humility so far as to call myself a vicious man ; 
but at the same time must confess, my life is at 
best but pardonable. And with no greater character 
than tlus, a man would make but an indifferent 
progress in attacking prevailing and fashionable 
vices, which Mr. Bickerstaff has done with a free- 
dpm of 'Spirit, tbat would have lost both its^beaUty 

» 

* To print by subscription was, for some time, a practice 
peculiar to the English. The first considerable work, for 
irhioh this expedient was employed, is said to have been Or y« 
ben's Virgiju : and it had been tried again with great sue- 
eess when the T4^tlers were eoUected into rohunea. 
Jobnson'b Life of PQPEf 
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and efficacy, had it befen pretended ta by Mr. 
Steele.' 

' From a scarce pamphlet in the Lambeth library 
supposed to be wrtten by Gay, we have authority 
to add, that Steele's disappearing was bewailed 
as some general calamity: every. one wanted so 
agreeable an amusement: and the coffee-houses 
began to be sensible that his lucubrations alone 
had brought them more customers than all their 
other newspapers, put together. Never man 
th^ew up his pen under stronger temptations to 
have employed it longer ; for his reputation was 
at a greater height, says this writer, than ever 
any living author's was before him. There was 
this difference between him and all the rest of the 
polite and gallant authors of the time; the latter 
endeavoured to please the age by falling in witli 
them, and encouraging them in iheir fashionable 
vices, and false notions of things. It would have 
been a jest, some time since, for a man to have 
asserted that any thing witty could be said in praise 
of a married state ; or that devotion and virtue 
were any way necessary to the character of a fine 
gentleman. Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town, 
that they were a parcel of fops, fools, and vain co- 
quettes : but in such a manner, as even pleased 
them, and made them more than half-inclined to 
believe that he spoke truth*. 

From the same authority we are told, that several 
of those letters which came from unknown hands 
to the editor of the Tatler, were written by An- 
thony Henley; he is said to have been likewise 
a contributor to the ^fiuriotia Thtler^ and wrote at 

• « The Present State of Wit,' reprinted in the two last 
editions of Swift'a Works. 
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least one paper in the MbbleT) of which sdm« 
account will be given in the preface to the Guar- 
dian*. 

* I am indebted to a Tery recent publication for the follow- 
ing account of a rival Tatler. * As earlj as 1711, and in the 
short interval between the^ cessation of the Tatler and r&- 
eoramencement of the Spectator, a periodical paper was be- 
gun at Edinburgh, called the Tatler, by Donald Macstaff, of 
tile North, and was carried through thirty weekly numbers. 
The author was Mr. Robert Hepburn of Bearford, then onW 
in his twenty-first year.' LiOrd Woodhouselee's Life & 
Lord Karnes^ vol. 2v 
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I. TO MB. MAYNWARING .• 

SIR, • 

JL HE state of conversation and business in this 
town having been long perplexed with Pretenders 
in bothkinds ;, in order to open men*s eyes against 
such abuses, it appeared no unprofitable under- 
taking to publish a Paper, which should observe 
upon the manners of the pleasurable, as well as the 
busy part of mankind. To make this generally 
read, it seemed the most proper method to form it 
by :5v^ay of a Letter of intelligence, consisting of 
such parts as might gratify the curiosity of persons 
of all conditions, and of each sex. But a work of 
this nature requiring time to grow into th^ notice 
of the world, it happened very luckily, that, a little 
before I hs^d resolved upon this design, a.gentle- 
mao had written predictions, and two or three oth^ 
er pieces in my name, which rendered it famous 
through all parts of Europe; and, by an inimitable 
spirit and humour raised it to as high a pitch of 
reputation as it could possibly arrive at. 

* Arthur Maynwariug^ Esc^ 
vol.. I. # 
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By this good fortune the name of Isaac Bicker- 
staff gained an audience of all who had any taste of 
wit; and the addition of thp ordinary occurrences 
of common Journals of News brought in a multi- 
tude of other readers. I could not, I confess, long 
keep up the opinion of the town, that these Lucu- 
brations were written by the same hand with the 
first works which were published under my name ; 
but, before I lost the participation of that author's 
£ime, I had alread found the advantage of his au- 
thority,, to which I owe the sudden acceptance 
which my labours met with in the world. 

The general purpose-of this Paper is to expose 
the &lse arts of life, to pull off the disguises of 
cunning, vanity, and affectation, and to recom- 
mend a general simplicity in our dress, our dis- 
course, and our behaviour. No man has abetter 
judgment for tiie discovery, or a nobler spirit 
ibr the contempt of all imposture, than yourself; 
which qualities render you the most proper pa- 
tron for the author of these Essays. In the gen-^ 
eral,the design, however executed, has met with 
so g^at success, that there is hardly a name now 
eminent among us for power, wit, beauty, valour,, 
or wisdom, which is not subscribed for the en- 
couragement of these volumes. This, is, indeed, 
an honour, for which it is impossible to express a 
suitable gratitude ; and there is nothing could be 
an addition to the pleasure I take in it but the 
reflection, that it gives me the most conspicuous. 
Occasion I can ever have, of subscribing myself, Sir, 
Your most obliged, most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 
Isaac BicKfinsTAFF. 
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H.TO EDWAitD WORTLEY MONTAGUE/ £S^ . 

SIR, 

When I send you this volume, I^aanVatiier to 
make you a request than a Dedication. I must 
desire, that if you think fit to throw away any mb- 
ments on it, you would not do it after reading 
those excellent pieces with which yon are usual- 
ly conversant. The images which you will meet 
with here, will be very famt, after the perusal cf 
the Greeks and Romans, who are your ordinary^ 
companions. I must confess I am obliged to you 
ibr the taste of many c^ their excellences, which I 
liad not observed until you pointed them to me. 
J am very proud that there are some things in 
these papers which I know you pardonf ; and it 
is no small pleasure to hav« one^s labours suffered 
"by the judgment of a man, who so well under- 
stands &e true charms of eloquence and poesy. 
But I direct this address to you ; not that I think I 
can entertain you mth my writings, but to thank 
you for the new delight I have, from your conver- 
sation, in those of other men. 

May you enjoy a long continuance of the true 
relish of the happiness Heaven has bestowed up- 
on you I I know not how to say a more affectionate 
thing to you, than to wish that you may be al- 
ways what you are ; and that you may ever think, 
as I know you now do, that you have a much lar- 
ger fortune than you want. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 

* Seednd son of the Hon. Lady Wortler Montague, and 
.granidBoa of Edward Montague, the first Earl of Sandwich. 

t This seems to amount to a declaration, that E. Wortley 
Ikfontague, £?^. was htmsclf a writer in th^se papers. 
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m. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM, 
LORD COWPER, BARON OF WINGHAM. 

MY LORD) 

After having long celebrated the superior g^'ace» ' 
and excellences, among men, in an imaginary 
character, i do my self the honour to show my ven- 
eration for transcendent merit under my ownnamci 
in this address to your Lordship. The just appli- 
tion of those high accomplishments of which you 
jare master, has beeyi an advantage to all your fel- 
low subjects ; and it is from the common obliga- 
tion you have laid upon all the world, that I, though 
a private man, can pretend to be affected with, or 
take the liberty to acknowledge, your great ta- 
lents and public virtues. 

It gives a pleasing prospect to your friends, 
that is to say, to the friends of your country, 
that you have passed through the highest offices, 
at an age when others usually do' but form to 
themselves the hopes of them. They may ex- 
pect to see you in the House of Lords as many 
years as you were ascending to it. It is our 
common good, that your admirable eloquence cam 
now no longer be employed, but in the expression 
of your own sentiments and judgment. The skil- 
ful pleader is now for ever changed into the just 
judge ) which latter character your Lordship ex- 
erts with so prevailing an impartiality, that you 
win the approbation even of those who dissent 
from you, and you always obtain favour, because 
you are never moved by it. 

This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to 
your present situation, and makes the equity, even 
of a Lord High Chancellor, appear but a degree 
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towards the magnanimity of a Peer of Great- 
Britain. 

Forgive me, my Lord, when I cannot conceal 
from you, that I shall never hereafter behold you, 
but I shall behold you, as lately, defendmg the 
brave and the unfortunate*. 

When we attend to your Lordship engaged in 
a discourse, we cannot but reflect upon the ma- 
ny requisites which the vain-glorious speakers of 
antiquity have demanded in a man who is to excel 
in oratory ; I say, my Lord, when we reflect upon 
the precepts by viewing the example, though 
there is no excellence proposed by those rhetori- 
cians wanting, the whole art seems to be resolved 
into that one motive of speaking, sincerity in the 
intention. The graceful manner, the apt ges- 
ture, and the assumed concern, are impotent helps 
to persuasion, in comparison of the honest coun- 
tenance of him who utters what he really means* 
From whence it is, that all the beauties which 
others attain with labour, aTe in your Lordship 
but the natural effects of the heart that dictates. 

It is this noble simplicity, which makes you sur- 
pass mankind in the faculties wherein mankind 
ai*e distinguished from other creatures, reaste 
and speech. 

If these gifts were communicated to all men 
in proportion to the truth and ardour of their 
Jiearts, I should speak of you with the same force 
as you express yourself on any other subject. 
But I resist my present impulse as agreeable as it 
is to me; though indeed, had I any pretensions to 
A fame of this kind, I should, above all other 
themes, attempt a panegyric upon my Lord Cow- 
per : for the only sure way to a reputation for elo- 
quence; ia an age wherein that perfect orator lives; 

^ Tlie Ool^e of Marllmrougli. 
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i« to choose an argument, upon \7hi0h he himself 
taust of necessity be silent. I am, my Lord. 
Your- Ldrdship's most devoted, 
mostobedient, and most humble servant, 

' Richard SteeLb.' 



fir. 1*0 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES, 

LORD HALIFAX. 

From the Hovel at Hampton wiek, April 7> 1711. 
MT LORD, 

When I first resolved upon doing myself this 
honour, I could not but indulge a certain vanity 
in dating from this little covert, where I have fre- 
quently had the honour of your Lordship's com- 
pany, and received from you very many obligations. 
The elegant solitude of this place, and the great- 
est pleasures of it, I owe to its being so near 
those beautiful manors wherein you sometimes 
reside. It is not retiring from the world, but en- 
joying its most valuable blessings, when a man is 
permitted to share in your Lordship's conversa- 
tions in the country. All the bright images which 
Ihe wits of past ages have left behind them in 
their writings, the noble plans which the great- 
est Statesmen have laid down for administratibn 
of affairs, are equally the familiar objects of your 
knowledge. But what is peculiar to your Lord- 
ship above all the illustrious personages that have 
appeared in any age, is, that wit and learning have 
from your example fallen into a new aera. Your 
patronage has produced those arts, which before 
shunned the commerce of the world, into the ser- 
vice -of life ; and it is to you we owe, that the man 
of wit has turned himself to be a man of business* 
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The &lse delicacy of men of genius, and the ob- 
jections which others were apt to insinuate 
against their abilities for entering into affairs, 
have equally vanished. And experience has 
shown, that men of letters are not only qualified 
with a greater capacity, but also a greater integ^- 
ty in the dispatch of business. Your own studies 
have been diveHed from being the highest orna- 
ment, to the highest use to mankind ; and the 
capacities which would have rendered you the 
greatest Poet of your age, have to the advantage 
of Great Britain been employed in pursuits which 
have made you the most able and ui^iassed pa- 
triot. A vigorous imagination, an extensive ap- 
prehension, and a ready judgment, have distin- 
guished you in all the illustrious parts of adminis- 
tration, in a reign attended with such difficulties, 
that the same talents, without the same quickness 
in the possesion of them, would have been incapa- 
ble of conquering. The natural success of such 
abilities, has advanc'ed you to a seat in that illus- 
trious house, where you were received by a crowd 
of your relations. Great as you are in your hon- 
ours, and personal qualities, I know you will for- 
give an humble neighbour the vanity of pretend- 
ing to a place in your friendship, and subscribing 
himself, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and most devoted servant, 

Richard Stesle. 



PREFACE TO THE OCTAVO EDITION, IHO. *«• 

In the last Tatler I promised some explanation 
of passages said persons mentioned in this work^ 



B3 WifiU as some aocouiu of the assistances I ha^e 
had in the perlbrmaace. I shall do this in very- 
few words ; for when a man has no des%n but to 
speak plain truth, he may saf a great deal in a 
very narrow compass. I have, in the dedication 
of the first volume, made my acknowledgments 
to Dr. Swift, whose pleasant writmgs, in the 
name of Bickerstaff, created an inclination in the 
town towards any thing that could appear in the 
same disguise. I must acknowledge also, that^ 
at my first entering upon this woxic, a certain mi» 
common way of thinking, and a turn in conversa- 
tion peculiar to that agreeable gentleman, render- 
ed his company very advantageous to one whose 
imagination was to be continually employed upon 
obvious and common subjects, though at the 
same time obliged to treat of them in a new and 
unbeaten method. His verses on the " Shower 
in town," and the " Description of the morning," 
are instances of the happiness of that genius, 
which could raise such pleasing ideas upon occa- 
sions so barren to an ordinary invention. 

When I am upon the house of Bickerstaff, I 
must not forget that genealogy of the family sent 
to mel>y the post, and writen, as I since under- 
stand, by Mr. Twisden, who died at the battle of 
Mons, and has a monument in Westminster-abbey^ 
suitable to the respect which is due to his wit 
and his valour. There are through the course of 
the work very many incidents which were writ- 
ten by unknown correspondents. Of this kind is 
the tale in the secpnd Tatler, and the epistle 
from Mr. Downes the prompter, with others 
which were very well received by the public. 
Biut I have only one gentleman, wha will be 
nameless, to thank for any frequent assistance to 
me^ which indeed it would have been barbarous 
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in him to have ^nicd to one witH whom he has: 
lived in an intimacy from childhood, considering 
the great ease with which he is able to dispatch 
the most entertaining pieces of this nature. This 
-good office he performed with such force of ge- 
nius, htimour, wit, and learning, that I fared like 
A distressed prince, who calls in a powerful neigh- 
bour to his aid; I was undone by my auxiliary; 
irhen I had once called him in, I could not sub- 
sist without dependence on him. 

The same hand writ the distinguishing char- 
acters of men and women under the names of 
** Musical Instruments," ^ The Distress of the 
News-writers," " The Inventory of the Play* 
house," and " The Description of the Thermom- 
eter," which J cannot but look upon as the great- 
cstembellishments of this work. 

Thus far I thought necessary to say relating^ 
to the great hands which have been concerned in 
these volumes, with relation to the spirit and 
genius of the work ; and am far from pretending 
to modesty in making this acknowledgment. 
What a man obtains from the good opinion and 
friendship of worthy men, is a much greater 
honour than he can possibly reap from any accom- 
plishments of his own. But all the credit of 
wit which was given me by the gentlemen above- 
mentioned, with whom I have now accounted, has 
not been able to atone for the exceptions made 
against me for some raillery in behalf of tl^at learn- 
ed advocate for the episcopacy of the church, and 
the liberty of the people, Mr. Hoadly. I men- 
tioned this only to defend myself against the im- 
putation of being moved rather by pairty than opin- 
ion; and I think it is apparent. I have with the 
utmost frankness allowed merit wherever I found 
it, through joiaed in interests different from those 
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for whidi I faaifre declared myself. When mjr Fa- 
Tonias is acknowledged to be Dr. Smalridge, and 
the amiable character of the Dean in the sixty- 
sixth Tatler, drawn for Dr. Atterbury ; I hope I 
need say no more as to my impartiality. 

I really have acted in these cases with honesty^ 
and ^unOL concerned it should be thought others 
wise : For wit^ if a man had it| unless it be di- 
rected to some useful end) is but a wanton frLya- 
lous quality ; all that one should yalue himself 
^pon in tkas kind is, that he had some iumourable 
intention in it. 

As for this point, never hero in Tomance was 
carried away inith a mcure furious amlntton u> 
conquer giants and tyrants, ihan I have been m 
extirpating gamesters and duellists. And indeed^ 
like one of Uiose. knights too, though I was cahii 
l^elbre, I asa apt to fly out again, when the things 
that first disturbed me is presented to my ima^nr 
ation. I shaii there&ireieave off when I am well, 
9md fight with windmills no moo^e ; only shall be 
sa arrogant as to say of myself^ that, in spite of 
all the force oi fesMon and pr^udice, in the face 
of all the world, I alone bewailed the conditicni of 
an English gentleman, whose fortune and life are 
at this day precarious; while his estate is Qabte 
to the demands of gamesters, through a Mse 
sense of justice, and to the demands of duellists, 
through a £adse sense of honour. As to the first 
of these orders of men, I have not one word more 
to say of them: as to tibie latter, I shall conclude 
all I have more to offer i^ainst them, with respect 
lo their being prompted by the fear of shame, by 
^^jgfUym^ to the duellist what I think Dr. South 
«ays somewhere of the liar, ^ He is a coward to 
mua^j and a bravo to God.^* 
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Qtdcgidd agunt homne$ » 

noatri est farrago UbeUi. 

Juv^. Sat f. S5, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream> 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

1 HOUGH the other papers, which are pub* 
lished for the use of the good people of England, 
have certainly very wholesome effects, and are 
laudable in their particular kinds, they do not 
seem to come up to the main design of such nar- 
rations, which, I humbly ];»^sume, should be prin* 
cipally intended for the use of politic persons, who 
are so public-spirited as to neglect their own af- 
fairs to look into transactions of state. Now 
these gentlemen, for the most part, being persons 
of strong zeal, and weak intellects, it is both a 
charitable and necessary work to oflfer something, 
whereby such worthy and well-affected members 
of the commonwealth may be mstructed, after 
their reading, what to think ;. which shall be the 
end and purpose of this.my paper, wherein I shall, 
from time to time, repoft and consider all mat^ 
ters of what kind soever that shall occur to me, 
and publish such my advices and reflectiohs every 
TuesdayvThursday, and Saturday ia the week^ 
for the convenience of Uie post I resolye tot 
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have something which may be of entertainment 
to the fair sex, in honour of whom I have inven- 
ted* the title of this paper. I therefore earnestly 
desire all persons, without distinction^ to take it 
in for the present gratia^ and hereafter at the 
price of one penny, forbidding all hawkers to take 
more for it at their peril. And I desire all persons 
to consider, that 1 am at: a ve,ry great charge for pro- 
per materials for this work, as well as that, before I 
resolved upon it, I had settled a correspondence 
in all parts of the known and knowing world. 
And forasmiuch as this globe is not trodden upon 
by mere drudges of business only, but that men of 
spirit and genius are justly to be esteemed as con- 
siderable agents in it, lye shall not, upon a dearth 
of news, present you with musty foreign edicts, or 
dull proclamations, but shall divide our relation 
of the passages which occur in action or dis- 
course throughout this town, as well as else- 
where, under such dates of places as may prepare 
you for the matter you are to expect, in the fol- 
lowmg manner. 

" All accounts of gallantry, pleasure, and en- 
tertainment, shall be under the article of White's 
Chocolate-house t > poetry, under that of Will's 
Coffee-house \ ; learning, under the title of Gre- 
cian § ; foreign and domestic news you will have 
from St. James's Coffee-house ; and what else I 
have to offer on any other subject shall be dated 
from my own apartment* 

• Taken. Original T. 

fWhite's Chocolate-hoase was then lower down in St 
James's Street than it is at present, and on the other side. 

t Will's Coifee-house was on the north side of Russet 
Street, in Covent Garden, now the house. No. 23, Great 
Russel Street 

$ The Grecian was, and still is, in Devereux Goort, in (h* 
jStrand. 
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^ I once more desire my reader to consider^ 
that as I cannot keep an ingenious man to go 
daily to Will's under two-pence each day, mere- 
ly for his charges; to White's under six-pence; 
nor to the Grecian without allowing him some 
plain Spanish) to be as able as others at the learn- 
ed table ; and that a good observer cannot speak 
with even Kidney* at St. James's without clean 
linen; I say^ these considerations, will, I hope, 
make all persons willing to comply with my hum- 
ble request (when my gratis stock is exhausted) 
of ^ penny a-piece ; especially since they are 
sure of some proper amusement, and that it is 
impossible for me to want means to entertain 
them, having, besides the force of my own parts^ 
the power of divination, and that I can, by casting 
a figure, tell you all that will happen before it 
comes to pass. 

^ But this last faculty I shall use very sparing* 
ly, and speak but of few things, until they are 
passed,t for fear of divulging matters which may 
offend our superiors." 

White* 8 Chocolate-house^ Aptil 7» 

The deplorable condition of a very pretty gen- 
tleman, who walks here at the hours when men 
of quaUty first appear, is what is very much la- 
mented. His history is. That, on the ninth of 
September, 1705, being in his one-and-twentieth 
year, he was washing Ms teeth at a tavern win- 
dow in Pall Mall, when a fine equipage passed 
by, and in it a young lady who looked up at him; 
away goes the coach, and the young gentleman 
pulled off his night-cap, and instead of rubbing 
his gums, as he ought to do, out of the window 

* Kidney«wa8 one of the uraiters at St. James's Coffee-house. 
t Not speak of any tUipg till it is passed. Original T. 
VOL. I. H 
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until about four of the clock, sits him down and 
spoke not a word until twelve at night; after 
which he began to inquire if any body knew the 
lady ?---The company asked what lady ? but he 
said no more until they broke up at six in the 
morning. All the ensuing winter he went from 
church to church every Sunday, and from play- 
house to play-house every liight in the week ; 
but could never find the original of the picture 
which dwelt in his bosom. In a word, his atten- 
tion to every thing but his passion was utterly 
gone. He has lost all the money he ever played 
for, and been confuted in every argument he has 
entered upon, since the moment he first saw her. 
He is of a noble family, has naturally a very good 
air, and is of a frank honest temper: but this pas^- 
6ion has so extremely mauled him, that his fea* , 
tures are set and uninformed, and his whole vis- 
age is deadened, by a long absence of thought. 
He never appears in any alacrity, but when raised 
by wine ; at which time he is sure to come hith- 
er, and throw away a great deal of wit on fellows 
who have.no sense farther than just to observe, 
that our poor Lover has most understanding whea 
he is drunk, and is least in his senses when he is 
sober.* 

The reader is desired to take notice of the ar- 
ticle from this place from time to time, for I de- 
sign to be very exact in the progress this unhap- 
py gentleman makes, which may be of great in- 
struction to all who actually arei or who ever shall 
be, in love. 

* Edward Lord Viieoant Hinehinbroke, mentioned after- 
wards under the name of Cynthio. Ue died in the life time 
ofhts ftther, Oct. 5, iU2. 
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WiWs Coffee-house, April 8. 

On Thursday last was acted, for the benefit of 
Mr. Betterton, the celebrated comedy called Love 
for Love. Those excellent players, Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mr. Dogg^t, though not at 
j^esent concerned in the house, acted on that oc- 
casion. There has not been known so great a 
concourse of persons of distinction as at that 
time ; the stage itself was covered with gentle- 
men and ladies, and when the curtain was drawn, 
it discovered even there a very splendid audience. 
This unusual encouragement, which was given to 
a play fpr the advantage of so great an actor, gives 
an undeniable instance, that the true relish for. 
manly entertainments apd rational pleasures is 
not wholly: lost. All the parts were acted to per- 
fection; the actors were careful of their carriage, 
and no one was guilty of the affectation to insert 
witticisms of his own ; but a due respect was had 
to the audience, . fpr encouraging this accom- 
plished player. It is not now doubted but plays 
will revive, and take their usual place in the opin- 
ion of persons of wit and merit, notwithstanding 
their late apostacy in favour of dress and sound. 
This place is very much altered since Mr. Dry- 
den frequented it ; where you used to see songs, 
epigrams, and satires, in the hands of every man 
you met, you have now only a pack of cards ; and 
instead of the cavils about the turn of the expres- 
^n, t}ie elegance of the style^ and the like, the 
fearned now dispute only about the truth of the 
game. But however, the company is altered, all 
have shown a great respect for Mr. Betterton : 
and the very gaming part of this house have been 
so touched with the sense of the uncertainty of 
^uman affairs (which alter with themselves every 
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moment) that in this gentleman they pitied Mark 
Anthony of Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithri- 
dates of Pontus, Theodosius of Greece, and Hen* 
ry the Eighth of England. It is well known, he 
has been in the cohdition of each of those illus- 
trious personages for several hours together, and 
behaved himself in those high stations, in all the 
changes of the scene, with suitable dignity. For 
these reasons, we intend to repeat this late i^vour 
to him on a proper occasion, lest he, who can in- 
struct us so well in personating feigned sorrowsy 
should be lost to us by suffering under real ones. 
The town is at present in very great expectation 
of seeing a comedy now in rehearsal, which is 
4he twenty-fifth production of my honoured friend 
^r. Thomas D*Urfey: who, besides his great 
abiliUes in the dramatic, has a peculiar talent in 
the lyric way of writing, and that with a manner 
wholly new and unknown to the ancient Greeks 
«md Romans, wherein he is but £untly imitated ia 
the translations of the modem Italian Operas. 

St James's Ccffee-home, April 11* 

Letters from the Hague of the sixteenth say, 
that Major General Cadogan was gone to Brus- 
sels, with orders to disperse proper instructions 
for assembling the whole force of the allies in 
Flanders, in the beginning of the next month. 
The late oflFers concerning peace were made in 
the style of persons who think themselves upon 
equal terms: but the allies have so just It sense 
of their present advantages, that they will not 
admit of a treaty, except France offers what is 
more suitable to her present condition. At the 
same time wq make preparations, as if we were 
alarmed by a greater force than that which we 
are carrying into the field. Thus this point 



seems now to be argued a^ord in hand. This 
was what a great general* alluded to, when being 
asked the name of those who were to be pleni- 
potentiaries for the ensuing peace, he answered 
with a serious air, " There are about an hundred 
thousand of us." Mr. Kidney, who has the ear 
of the- greatest politicians that come hither, tells 
me, there is a mail come in to-day with letters, 
dated Hague, April the nineteenth, N. S. which 
say, a design of bringing part of our troops into 
the field, at the latter end of this month, is now 
altered to a resolution of marching towards the 
camp about the twentieth of the next. Prince 
£ugene was then returned thither from Amster- 
dam. He sets out from Brussels on Tuesday: 
the grieater number of the general officers at the 
Hague have orders to go at the same time. The 
squadron at Dunkirk consists of seven vessels. 
There happened the other day, in the road of 
Scheveling, an engagement between a privateer 
of Zeeland and one of Dunkirk. The Dunkirk- 
«r, carrying thirty-three pieces of cannon, was 
taken and brought into the Texel. It is said the 
<:ourier of Monsieur Rouille is returned to him 
from the Court of France. Monsieur Vendosme, 
being re-iustated in the favour of the dutchess 
t>f Burgundy, is to command in Flanders. 

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of the 
seventeenth from Ghent, which give an account, 
4hat the enemy had formed a design to surprise 
two battalions of the allies which lay at Alost: 
but those battalions received advice of their 
inarch, and retired to Dendermond. Lieutenant 
General Wood appeared on this occasion at the 
head of five -thousand foot and one thousand 

* The Dake of Marlborotligb. 
H 2 
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horse ; upon which the enemy withdrew^ without 
making any farther attempt. 

F^om my own Apartment, 

1 am sorry I am obliged to trouble the public 
with so much discourse upon a mattei* which I at 
the very first mentioned as a trifle, viz. the death 
of Mr. Partridge,* under whose name there is an 
almanack come out for the year 1709 ; in one 
page of which is asserted by the said John Par- 
tridge, that he is still living, and not only so> but 
that he was also living some time before, and even 
at the instant when I writ of his death. I have 
in another place, and in a pkper by itself, suffi- 
ciently convinced this man that he is dead, and^ if 
he has any shame, I do not doubt but that by this 
time he owns it to all his acqusdntance : for though 
the legs and arms and whole body of that man may 
still appear, and perfopn their animal functions ; 
yet, since, as I have elsewhere observed, his art 
is gone, the man is gone. I zxri, as I said, con* 
cemed, that this little matter should make so 
much noise ; but since I am engaged, I take my- 
self obliged in honour to go on in my lucubra- 
tions, and by the help of these arts of which I am 
master, as well as my skill in astrological specu- 
lations, I shall, as I see occasion, proceed to con^ 
fute other dead men, who pretend to be in beingt 
although they are actually deceased. I therefore 
give all men fair warning to mend their manners ; 
for I shall from time to time print bills of morta- 
lity : and I beg the pardon of all such who shall 

* Dr. Swifts in his << Predictions for 1708," fyretxM that 
Fartridee the ahnanaek-maker would infallibly die on the 
S9th of March, aooat eleyen at night, of a raging fever. Thtt 
-wits resoWed toaapport this prediction, and tuuformly in- 
Biste4 ihfiX farttidge aetibidly died at chat time. 



No. 2. I'ATLEK. |l 

be named therein, if they who arc good for nor 
thing shall find themselves in the number of the 
deceased. 
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noatri estfarrdgo libelU. 

Juv. Sat I. 85^ S6. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oor motlej paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Will* 8 Cqffee-hause, April 13. 

Th£iie has lain all this evening on the tc^le 
the following poem. The subject of it being 
matter very useful for families, I thought it de- 
served to be considered, and made niore public. 
The turn the poet gives it is very happy ; but the 
foundation is from a real accident which happen- 
ed among my acquaintance. A young gentle- 
man of a great estate fell desperately in love 
with a great beauty of very high quality, but as 
ill-natured as long flattery and an habitual self- 
will could make her. However, my young Spark 
ventures upon her like a man of quality, without 
being acquainted with her, or having ever salu- 
ted her, until it was a crime to kiss any woman 
elise. Beauty is a thing which palls with posses- 
sion : and the charms of this lady soon wanted 
the support of good-humour and complacency of 
manners : upon this, my Spark flies to the bottle 
for relief from satiety. She disdains him, for be- 
ing tired with that for which all men envied tdss^x 
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and he never came home, but it was—" Was 
there no sot that would stay longer ? would any 
man living but you ? did 1 leave all the world for 
this usage ?" to which he — ^" M adapi, split me, 
you are very impertinent !" In a word, this match 
was wedlock in its most terrible appearances. 
She, at Jast, weary of railing to no purpose, ap- 
plies to a good uncle, who gives her a bottle, ,he 
pretended he had bought of Mr. Partridge, the 
conjuror. This, said he, I gave ten guineas for. 
The virtue of the enchanted liquor (said he that 
sold it) is such, that if the woman you marry 
proves a scold (which it seems, my dear niece, is 
your misfortune ; as it was your good mother's 
before you,) let her hold three spoonfuls in her 
mouth for a full half hour after you come home — 
but I find I am not in humour for telling a tale ; 
and nothing in nature is so ungraceful as story*^ 
telling against the grain ; therefore take it as the 
author has given it to you.* 

THE MEDICrNE. 

f A TALE — FOR THE LADIES. 

Miss Molly, a fftm*d Toast, was fair and young. 
Had wealth and charms — but then she had a tongue ! 
From morn till night th' eternal larum run. 
Which often lost mose hearts her eyes had won. 

Sir John was smitten, and coiifess'd his flame, 
Sigh'd out the Usual time, then wed the dame ; 
Possessed he thought, of every joy of Ufe : 
But his dear Molly prov'd a veiy wife. 
Excess of fondness did in time decline. 
Madam IotM money, and the knight lov'd wine : 
From whence some pet^ discord would arise. 
As, " You're a fool r' — ^and, " You are migh^ wise I" 

Though he and all the world allow'd her wi^ 
Her voice was shrill, and rather loud than sweet ; 
When ahe began, for hat and sword he'd tall. 
Then after a faint kiss cry, " B'ye, dear MoU ; < 

Supper and friends expect me at the Rose." 
*' And what. Sir John, yoa'U get your usual dose I 

* ThcMe verses are by William Harrison. 
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G09 stink dmnckef and gnzzle ntusty wine ; 
Sure, neyer virtaoiu love was us'd uke mine P* 

Oft ai the watcbfol bellman mareh'd his rounds 
At a fresh bottle gay Sir John he found. 
33]r four the knight wonld set his business done. 
And onlrthen reel'd off-^-Deeanse alone ; 
Fnll Veu he knew the dreadful storm to come ; 
But, armM with Boordeanx, he dnrst Tentnre hone. 

H jT lady wi^ her tongae was still prepar'd. 
She rattled kmdy and he impatient heard : 
«« Tis afine hour ! in a sweet pickle made! 
And this^ Sir John, is eterj day tiie trade. 
Here I sit moping tXL the kye^long nighty 
Deroor'd with spleen, and stranger to delight; 
Till mom sends staggering home a dtonken beas^ 
ResoWd to break my heart, as well as rest*' 

** Hey ! hoop ! d'ye hear, my damn'd obstreperoos f poOlt ; 
What, can't yon find one bed about theJioose I 
Will that perpetual clack lie neter still ? 
That riTal to the softness of a mill ! 
Some couch and distant room must be my choice, , 
Where I may sleep uncurs'd with wife and noise.^ 

Long this uncomibrtable life they led. 
With snarling meals, and each a sep'rate bed. 

To an old uncle oft die would complain. 
Beg his adnce, and scarce from tears refrain. 
<Ha Wisewood smok'd the matter as il was ; 

^ Cheer up !" ciy'd he, ^'and I'll rembve the eatlse. 
*' A wondrous spring within my garden flo^y 

Of soTerei|;n Tirtoe, cniefly to compose 

Domestic jars, and matrimonial strife; 

The best elixir ^ appease man and wUe : 

Strange are th' effects, the qualities diyine ; 

Tis water call'd, but worth its weight in winew 

If in his sullen airs Sir John should come. 

Three spoonfnts take, hold in your mouth — then mum. 

Smile, and look pleas'd, when he shall rage and sc<^; 

Still in your mouth the healing cordbl hold : 

One month this sympathetic med'aine try'd, 

He'H grow a lover, you a happy bride. 

But, dearest niece, keep this grand secret close. 

Or cYsry prattling hussy 11 beg a dose." 
A water bottle's brought for her relief; 

Not Nants could sooner ease the lady's grief : 

Her busy thoughts are on the trial bent. 

And, female like, impatient for th' event. 
The bonny knight reels home exceeding clear, 

Pfepar^d for clamour and domestic war ; 
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Entering, lie eriea, ** Hey ! where's our thunder fled ! 

No hurricane ! Betty, 'a yovtr lady dead V* 

AlAdamy aside, an ample mouthful takes. 

Corf sles, looks kind, but not a word she speaks; 

Wondering, he star*d, scarcely his eyes believ'd. 

But found his ears ngreeably deceived. 

•* Why, how now, Molly, what^s the crotchet now ?*' 

She smUes, and answers only with a bow. 

Then, clasping her about, " Why, let me die ! 

These night-clothes, Moll, become thee mightily !" 

With that he sigh'd, her hand began to press. 

And Betty calls, her lady to undress. 

•'Nay, kiss me, Molly— ior Tm much inclin'd.'* 

Her lace she outs, to take him in the mind : 

Thus the fond pair to bed enamour'd went. 

The lady pleased, and the good knight content. 

For manjr days these fond endearpients past. 
The reconciling bottle fails at last; 
'Twas us*d and goner— then midnip^t storms aro6e> 
And looks and words the union discompose. 
Her coach is order'd, and post haste she flies^ 
To beg her uncle. for some fresh supplies; 
Transported does the strange effects relate. 
Her knight's conrersion and her happy state ! 

** Why, niece," says he, " I pry thee apprehend,. 
The water's water— be thvself the friend. 
Such beauty would the coldest husband warm ; 
But TOur provoking tongue undoes the charm. 
Be silent and complying ; you'll soon find. 
Sir John without a medicine will be kind." 

St. Jameses Cqffee-'hause, April 13. 

Letters from Venice say, the disappointment 
of their expectation to see his Danish Majesty has 
very much disquieted the Court of Rome. Our 
last advices from Gennany inform us, that the 
Minister of Hanover has urged the Council of 
Ratisbonne to exert themselves in behalf of the 
common cause, and taken the liberty to say. That 
the dignity, the virtue, the prudence of his Elec- 
ral Highness, his master, were called to the head 
of the affairs in vain, if they thought fit to leave 
him naked of the proper means, to make those 
excellences useful for the honour and safety of 
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the empire. They write from Berlin of the 
thirteenth, O. S. that the true design of Gene- 
ral Fleming's visit to that Court was, to insinuate 
that it will be for the mutual interest of the King 
of Prussia and king Augustus to enter into a new 
alliance ; but that the Ministers of Prussia are 
not inclined to his sentiments. We hear from 
Vienna, that his Imperial Majesty has expressed 
great satisfaction in their High Mightinesses ha- 
ving communicated to him the whole that has 
passed in the affair of a peace. Though there 
have been practices used by the agents of France, 
in all the Courts of Europe, to break the good 
understanding of the allies, they have had no 
other effect, but to make all the members con- 
cerned in the alliance more doubtful of their 
safety from the great offers of the 6nemy. The 
Emperor is roused by this alarm, and the frontlets 
of all the French dominions are in danger of being 
insulted the ensuiftg campaign. Advices from 
all parts confirm, that It is impossible for France 
to find a way to obtain so much credit, as to gain 
any one potentate of the allies, or conceive any 
hope for safety from other prospects. 

From my oum Apartment, April 13. 

I find it of very great use, now I am setting up 
for a writer of news, that I am an adept in astro- 
logical speculations; 'by- which means I avoid 
speaking of things which may offend great per- 
sons. But at the same time, I must not prosti- 
tute the liberal sciences so far, as not to utter the 
truth in cases which do not immediately concern 
the good of my native country. I must therefore 
contradict what has been so assuredly reported 
by the news writers of England^ That France is 
in the most deplorable condition, and that their 
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people die in great multitudes. I will therefore 
let the world know, that my correspondent, by the 
way of Brussels, informs me upon his honour, 
That the gentleman who writes the Gazette of 
Paris, and ought to know as well as any man, has 
told hin», that ever since the King has been past 
his sixty'-third year, or grand climacteric, there 
has not died one man of the French nation who 
was younger than his Majesty, except a very few 
who were taken suddenly near the village of 
Hockstet in Germany ; and some more, who were 
straitened for lodging at a place called Ramilies, 
and died on the road to Ghent and Bruges. 
There are also other things given out by the al- 
lies, which are shifts below a conquering nation 
to make use of. Among others it is said, There 
is a general murmuring among the people of 
France, though at the same time all my letters 
agree, that ^ere is so good an understanding 
among them, that there is not one morsel carried 
out of any market in the kingdom, but what is 
delivered upon credit 
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iiaicguid aguM kominei 

noairi est farrago UbelU, 

Jvv, Sat I. 85, 8S. 

Whate'ep men do, or si^, or Uunk, or dream, 
, Our moHey paper seizes for its tfieme. 

Witt's Cqffee-honse, April 14. 

This evening the comedy called the Countiy 
Wife was acted in Drury-lane> for the benefit of 
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Mrs. Bignell. The part which gives name to. the 
play was performed by herself. Through the 
whole action she made a very pretty figure, and 
•exactly entered into the nature of the part Her 
husband, in the drama, is represented to be one of 
those debauchees who run through the vides of 
the town, and believe, when they think fit, they 
can marry and settle at their ease. His own ^ 
knowledge of the iniquity of the age makes liim 
choose a wife wholly ignorant of it, and place 
his security in her want of skill to abuse him. 
The poet, on many occasions, where the propri- 
ety of the character will admit of it, insinuates^ 
that there is no defence against vice but the con- 
tempt of it; and has, in the natural ideas of an 
untainted innocent, shown the gradual steps to 
ruin and destruction which persons of condition^ 
run into, without the help of a good education to 
form their conduct. The torment of a jealous 
•coxcomb, which arises from his own false max- 
ims, and the aggravation of his pain by the very 
words in which he sees her innocence, makes a 
very pleasant and instructive satire. The cha- 
racter of Homer, and thp design of it, is a good 
representation of the age in wMch that comedy 
was written ; at which time love and wenching 
were the business of life, and the gallant manner 
of pursuing women was the best recommenda- 
tion at Court. To this only it is to be imputed, 
that a gentleman of Mr. Wycherley 's character 
and sense condescends to represent the insults 
4one to the honour of the bed^ without just re- 
proof; but to have drawn a man of probity with 
regard to such considerations had been a mon- 
ster, and a po.^t had at that time discovered iiis 
want of knowing the manners of the Court he 
Jived in, by a virtuous character in his fine geri^: 
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tlcman, as he \rould shew his ignorance, by 
drawing a vicious one to please the present au- 
dience. Mrs. Bignell did her part very happily, 
and had 9. certain grace in her rusticity, which 
gave us hopes of seeing her a very skilful player, 
and in some parts supply our loss of Mrs. Ver- 
bruggen* I cannot be of the same opinion with 
my friends and feilow^labourers, the Reformers 
of Manners, in their severity towards plays; but 
must allow that a good play acted before a well- 
bred audience, must raise very proper incite- 
ments to good behaviour, and be the most quick 
and most prevailing method of giving young peo- 
ple a turn of sense and breeding. But as I have 
set up for a weekly historian, I resolve to be a 
faithful one; and therefore take this public oc- 
casion to admonish a young nobleman^ who came 
flustered into the box last night, and let him 
know how much all his friends were out of coun- 
tenance for him. The women sat in terror of 
hearing something that should shock their mo- 
desty, and all the gentlemen in as much pain out 
of compassion to the ladies, and perhaps Resent- 
ment for the indignity which was offered in com- 
ing into their presence in so disrespectful a man- 
. Tier. Win^ made him say nothing that was rude, 
therefore he is forgiven, upon condition he never 
will hazard his offending more in this kind. 
. As I just now hinted, I own myself of the " So- 
ciety for Reformation of Manners." We have 
lower instruments than those of the family of 
Bicker staff, for punishing great crimes, and ex- 
posing the abandoned. Therefore, as I design to 
have notices from all public assemblies, I shall 
take upon me only indecorums, improprieties, 
and negligences, in such as should give us better 
examples. After this declaration> if a fine ladf 
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thinks fit to giggle at churchy or a great beau 
come in drunk to a play, either shall be sure to 
hear of it in my ensuing paper. For, merely as 
a well-bred man, I cannot bear these enormities* 
After the play y/e naturally stroll to this coffee- 
house, in hopes of meeting some new poem, or 
other entertainment, among the men of wit and 
pleasure, where there is a dearth at present. But 
it is wonderful there should be so few writers, 
when the art is become merely mechanic, and 
men maym'ake themselves great that way, by as 
certain and infallible rules as you may be a joiner 
or a mason. There happens a good instance of 
this in what the hawker has just now offered to 
sale, to wit, " Instructions to Vanderbank ; a Se- 
quel to the Advice to the Poets ; a Poem, occa- 
sioned by the glorious success of her Majesty's 
arms under the command of the Duke of Marl-^ 
borough the last year in Flanders*." Here you 
are to understand, that the author finding the 
poets would not take his advice, troubles him- 
self no more about them ; but has met with one 
Vanderbank, who works in arras, and makes 
very good tapestry hangings ; therefore, in order 
to celebrate the hero of the age, he claps to- 
gether all that can be said of a man that makes 
hangings : 

Then artist, who does Nature's face express 

la silk and gold, and scenes of action dress ; 

Dost figured arras animated leave. 

Spin a brig^ht story, or a passion weave ; 

By mingling threads, canst mingle shade and light, 

Delineate triumphs, ordescnbe a fight ? 

Well, what shall this workman do ! why ? to 
show how great an hero the poet intends, he pro- 
vides him a very good horse : 

* By Sir Riihtri BIa»km<)rc, 
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(Aampiiifc hit foftm, and bounding on the pUdn, 
Aroh his nigh neck« and graceful spread his inafte. 

Now as to the intrepidity, the calm courage^ 
the constant application of the hero, it is not ne- 
cessary to take that upon yourself, you may, in 
the lump, bid him you employ, raise him as high 
as he can ; and if he does it not^ let him answer 
for disobeying orders. 

' liet fame and vietory in inferior sk^ 
Hover with balanc*d vings^ and souliog Uy 
Above his beady &g. 

A whole poem of this kind may be ready against 
an ensuing campaign, as well as a space left in 
the canvass of a piece of tapestry for the principal 
figure, while the under-parts are working ; so 
that, in effect, the adviser copies after the man 
he pretends to direct. This method should, me- 
thinks, encourage young beginners ; for the in- 
vention is so fitted to all capacities, that by the 
help of it a man may make a receipt for a poem* 
A young man may observe that the jig of the thing 
is, as I said, finding out all that can be said in 
his way whom you employ to set forth your wor- 
thy. Waller and Denham had worn out the ex- 
pedience of /" Advice to a Painter :" this author 
has transferred the work, and s^nt his Advice to 
the Poets ; that is to say, to the Turners of Verse 
as he calls them. Well ; that thought is worn 
out also ; therefore he directs his genius to the 
loom, and will have a new set of hangings in ho- 
nour of the last year in Flanders. I must own 
to you, I approve extremely this invention, and 
it might be improved for the benefit of manufiic- 
tory ; as, suppose an ingenious gentleman should 
write a poem of advice to a Calico-printer ; do 
you think there is a girl in England that wouM 
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wear any thing but. the « Taking of Lisle," or, 
" The Battle of Oudenarde ?" They would cer- 
tainly be all the fashion, until the heroes abroad 
had cut out some more patterns. I should fancy 
small skirmishes might do for under-petticoats, 
provided they had a' siege for the upper. If our 
adviser were well imitated, many industrious 
people might be put to work. Little Mr. Dactile, 
now in the room, who formerly writ a song and a 
half, is a week gone in a very pretty work, upon 
this hint ; he is writing an epigram to a young 
virgin who knits very well (it is a thousand pities 
he is a Jacobite) ; but his epigram is by way of 
advice to this damsel, to knit all the actions of 
the Pretender and the Duke of Burgundy's last 
campaign in the clock of a stocking. It were 
endless to enumerate the many hands and trades 
that may be employed by poets of so useful a turn 
as this adviser. I shall think of it ; and, in this 
time of taxes, shall consult a great critic employ- 
ed in the custom-house, in order to propose 
what tax may be proper to be put upon knives, 
seals, rings, hangings, wrought beds, gowns, and 
petticoats, where any of these commodities bear 
mottoes, or are worked upon poetical grounds. 

St. James*8 Cqffee-hause, April 15. 

Letters from Turin of the third instant, N. S, 
inform us, that his Royal Highness* employs all 
his address in alarming the enemy, and perplex- 
ing their speculations concerning his real designs 
the ensuing campaign. Contracts are entered 
into with the merchants of Milan, for a great 
number of mules to transport his provisions and 
ammunition. His Royal Highness has ordered 

* Ftince Kagene. 
I 2 
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the train of artillery to be conveyed to Susa be- 
fore the twentieth of the next month. In the 
mean time, all accounts s^ree, that the enemy 
are very backward in their preparations, and al- 
most incapable of defending themselves ag^ainst 
an invasion, by reason of the general murmurs of 
their own people ! which, they find, are no way 
to be quieted, but by giving them hopes of a 
speedy peace. When these letters were dis- 
patched, the Marshal de Thesse was arrived at 
Genoa, where he has taken much pains to keep 
*the correspondents of the merchants of France in 
hopes that measures will be found out to support 
the credit and commerce between that state and 
Lyons ; but the late declaration of the agents of 
Monsieur Bernard, Ihat they cannot discharge the 
demands made upon them, has quite dispirited 
all those who are engaged in the remittances of 
France. 

From my aum Apartment, April 15. 

It is a very natural passion in all good mem- 
bers of the commonwealth, to take what care they 
can of their families ; therefore I hope the reader 
will forgive me, that I desire he would go to the 
play called the Stratagem this evening, which is 
to be acted for the benefit of my near kinsman> 
Mr. John Bickerstaff.* I protest to you, the 
gentleman has not spoken to me to desire this fa* 
your; but I have a respect for him, as well in re- 
gard to consanguinity, as that he is m intimate 
mend of that famous and heroic actor, Mr* 
George Powel : who formerly played Alexander 
the Great in all places, though he is lately ^WD 
so reserved, as to act it only on the stage, 

* A real player Qf (bat WA^. 
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Qnucquid agunt ha^j^^^^ 

Whate'ep men do, ^^ ^j op thmV, op dretm, 

0UP motley papepstsizes'W'iuueme. -> P. 

<< It is usual with persons who mount the stage 
for the cure or itiformation of the crowd about 
theni) to make solenm professions of their being 
wholly disinterested in the pains they take for 
the public good. At the same time, those very 
men who make harai\^ues in plush doublets, and 
extol their own abilities and generous ihelina<' 
tions, tear their lungs in vending a drug, and show 
no act of bounty, except it be, that they lower a 
demand of a crown to six, nay, to one penny. We 
have a contempt for such tjidtry barterers, and 
have thelrefore all along informed the public, that 
we intend to give them our^ advices for our own 
sakes, and are labouring to i^iake our lucubrations 
come to some price in money, for our more con* 
venient support in the service of the public. It 
is certain that many other schemes have been 
proposed to me ; as a friend offered to show me 
a treatise he had writ, which he called, << The 
whole Art of Life ; or, The introduction to great 
Men, Ulustrated in a Pack of Cards;/* But, be- ' 
ing a novice at all nianner of play, I declined the 
offer. Another advised me, for want of money, 
to set up my coach, and practice physic ; bu^ 
having been bred a scholar, I fesu*ed I should 
not succeed that way neither ; therefore resolved 
to go on in .my present project, put you are tc^ 



understand, that I^iall not p^t®^^*^ ^^ Toise a 
credit to this work upon the we^^^^^ ®^ ^Y P<^litic 
news only, but, as my I^itin sei?^®"^^*^ ^^ ^® ^^^" 
page informs you, afic^ take a^V ^^^^S ^^«^ ^ff^'ra 
for the subject oj^jny diacourseS '^hus new per- 
sons, as well as^'new things, al^^o come upder 
m3r consideration; as when rfi Toast or Wit is 
fir'st pronounce^ ^^^h you sha" "^^^ ^"^ freshest 
advice of their p»*eferment fro^ "^®> ^^^^ ^ ^^^" 
cription of the Beauty's iiiuiiri#rs, and the Wit's 

style ; as also in whose places t^ey are advanced : 
for this town is never good n^tured enough to 
raise one without depressing another. But it is 
ihy design to avoid saying any thing of any per- 
son, whic)i ought justly \p displease ; but shall 
endeavour, by the variety d^the matter and style, 
to give entertainment for n^en of pleasure, with- 
out offence to those of business.'* 

White's Chacolate-lumse, April 18. 

All hearts at pre(sent pant for two ladies only, 
who have for some time engrossed the dominion 
of the town. They /are indeed both exceeding 
charnaing, but differ,, very much in their excel- 
lences. The beauty, of Clarissa is soft, that of 
Chloe piercing. Wh^en you look at Clarissa, you 
see the most exact harf nony of feature, comple3(-» 
ion, and shape ; you find in Chloe nothing ex- 
traordinary in any one of those particulars, but 
the whole woman irresistible. Clarissa looks 
languishing ; Chloe killing. Clarissa never fails 
of gaining admiration j Chloe of moving desire, 
^he gazers at Clarissa are at first unconcerned, 
Its if they were observing a fine picture ; they 
who behold Chloe, at the first glance discover 
transport, as if they met their dearest friend. 
These different perfections are suitably reprc'^ 
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eented by the last great painter Italy has sent US| 
Mr/ Jenras. Clarissa is by that skilful hand pla- 
ced in a manner that looks artless^ and innocent 
of the torments she gives ; Chloe is drawn with' 
a liveliness that shows she is conscious of, .but 
not affected with her perfections. Clarissa is a 
shepherdess, Chloe a country girl. I must 
own, the design of Chloe's picture shows, to 
me, great mastery in the painter : for nothing 
could be better imagined than the dress he has 
£iven her, of a straw-hat and a ribbon, to repre- 
sent that sort of beauty which enters the heart 
^th a certain familiarity, and cheats it into a be- 
lief that it has received a lover as well as an ob« 
ject of love. The force of their different beau- 
ties is seen also in the effects it makes on their 
lovers. The admirers of Chloe are eternally 
g2Lj and well pleased ; those of Clarissa melan- 
choly and thoughtful. And as this passion al* 
«irays changes the natural man into a quite dif- 
ferent creature from what he was before, the 
love of Chloe makes coxcombs ; that of Clarissa 
madmen. There were of each kind just now in 
this room. Here was one that whistles, laughs, 
^ngs, and cuts capers, for love of Chloe. Ano- 
ther has just now writ three lines to Clarissa, then 
taken a turn in the garden, then came back again, 
then tore his fragment, then called for some 
chocolate, then went away without it. 

Chloe has so many admirers in the house at 
present, that there is too much noise to proceed 
in my narration ; so that the progress of the loves 
of Clarissa and Chloe, together with the bot- 
tles that are drunk each night for the one, and 
the many sighs which are uttered, and songs 
written on the othcr^ must be our subject on ft- 
cure occasions. 
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Wiffs Cqff€€'hm8e, AprU IS. 

• Letters from the Hay-market inform us, that, 
on StatjUrday night last, the opera of Pyrrhus and, 
Demetrius was performed with great applause^. 
I'his intelligence is not very acceptable to us 
:^riends of the theatre; for the stage being an 
entertainment of the reason and all our faculties, 
this way of being pleased with the suspense of 
them for three hours together, and being given 
up to the shallow satisfaction of the eyes and 
ears only, seems to ari^e rather from the degen- 
eracy of our understanding, than an improve- 
inent of our diversions. That the understand- 
ing, has no part in the pleasure is evident, from 
what tl^ese letters very positively assert, to wit, 
that a g;;reat part of the performance was done 
iia Italian ; and a great critic* fell into fits in the. 
gallery, at seeing, not only time and places but, 
languages and nations confused in the most in-; 
corrigible manner. His spleen is so extremely 
inoyedon thi^ occasion, that he is going to pub- 
lish ai^other treatise against operas, which he 
thinks, have already inclined us to thoughts o^. 
peace, and, if tolerated, must infallibly dispirit 
us from carrying on the war. He has commu- 
nicated his scheme to the whole ro6m, and de- 
cided in what scanner things of this kind were 
jirst introduced He has upon this occasion 
considered the nature of sounds in general, and 
made a very elaborate digression upon the Lon- 
don Criesy wherein he has shown, from reason and 
philosophy, why oysters are cried, card-matches 
sung, and turnips and all other vegetables nei- 
ther cried, sung, nor said, but sold, with an ac- 



* John Dennii^. 
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cent and tone neither natural to man nor beast 
This piece seems to be taken from the model of 
•that excellent discourse of Mrs. Manly* the 
school-mistress, concerning samplers. Advi- 
ces from the upper end of Piccadilly say, that 
May Fair is utterly abolished ; and we hear Mr. 
Penkethman has removed his ingenious compa- 
*ny of strollers to Greenwich. But other letters 
-from Deptford say, the company is only making 
•thither, and not yet settled ; but that several 
heathen gods and goddesses, which are to de- 
*scend in machines, landed at the King's Head 
Stairs last Saturday. Venus and Cupid went 
on foot from thence to Greenwich ; Mars got 
drunk in the town, and broke his landlord's head^ 
for which he sat in the stocks the whole eve- 
ning ; but Mr. Penkethman giving security that 
he should do nothing this ensuing summer, he 
was set at liberty. The most melancholy part 
of all was, that Diana was taken in the act of for- 
nication with a boatman, and committed by Jus- 
tice Wrathful ; which has, it seems, put a stop 
to the diversions of the theatre of Black-heath. 
But there goes down another Diana and a Patient 
Grissel next tide from Billingsgate. 

It is credibly reported that Mr. D y t 
has agreed with Mr. Penkethman to have his 
-play acted before that audience as soon as it has 
had its first sixteen day's run in Drury Lane. 

% 

/ ■ • 

St. James's Coffee-house^ Afril 18.^^ 

- They write from Saxony of the thirteettth in 
•stant, N. S. that the grand general of the Crown 

* See, in Dr. King's works, vol. IL 8to. edit. 1776, ** An 
Essay on the Invention of Samplers^ by Mrs. Arabella Manly, 
School-mistress at Havkney.*' 

t Tom D'Urfey. ^ 
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of Poland was so far from entering into a treatjr 
vrith king Stanislaus, that he had written circu« 
lar letters, wherein he exhorted the Palatines to 
join against him; declaring that this was the 
most fayourable conjuncture for asserting their 
liberty. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-thirji 
instant, N. S. say, they have advices from Vieu'* 
na, which import, that his Electoral Highness of 
Hanover had signified to the Imperial Courty 
that he did not intend to put himself at the head 
of the troops of the Empire, except more effec- 
tual measures were taken for acting vigorously 
against the enemy the ensuing campaign. Upon 
tms representation the emperor has given or-* 
ders to several regiments to march towards the 
Rhine, and dispatched expresses to the respective 
princes of the empre, to desire an augmenta- 
tion of their forces. 

These letters, add, that an express arrived at 
the Hague on the twentieth instant, with advice,, 
that the enemy having made a detachment from 
Toumay, of fifteen hundred horse, each trooper 
carrying a foot soldier behind him, in order to 
surprise the garrison of Alost ; the allies, upon 
notice of their march, sent out a strong body of 
troops from Ghent, which engaged the enemy 
at Asche, and took two hundred of them prison* 
ers, obliging the rest to retire without making any 
farther attempt. On the twenty-second in the mor- 
ning a fleet of merchant ships coming from Scot* 
land were attacked by six French privateers at 
the entrance of the Meuse. We have yet nQ 
certain advice of the event: but letters fron^ 
Rotterdam say that a Dutch man of war, of for-^ 
ty guns, which was conyoy to the said fleet, wtis 



taken, as were also eighteen of the merchants. 
The Swiss troops in the service of the States 
have completed the augmentation of their res- 
pective companies. Those of Wirtembei^ and 
Prussia are expected on the frontiers within a 
few days ; and the auxiliaries from Saxony, as 
also a battalion of Holstein, and another of Wol« 
fenbuttle, are advancing thither with all expedi- 
tion. On the twenty-first instant the Deputies 
of the States had a conference nea^ Woerdeu 
with the President Rouille, but the matter which 
was therein debated is not made public. His 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eu- 
gene continue at the Hague. 

From my own Apartment ^ April 18. 

I have lately been very studious for intelli<^ 
gence, and have just now, by my astrological fly-* 
ing post, received a packet from Felicia,* an isl- 
and in America, with an account that gives me 
great satisfaction, and lets me understand, that 
the island was never in greater prosperity, or the 
administration in so good hands, since the death 
of their late glorious king. These letters im- 
port, that the chief minister has entered into a 
firm league with the ablest and best men of the 
nation, to carry on the cause of liberty, to the en- 
couragement of religion, virtue, and honour. 
Those persons at the helm are so useful, and ia 
themslves qf such weight, that their strict alli^ 
ance must needs tend to the universal prosperity 
of the people. Camillo,t it seems, presides 
over the deliberations of state ; and is so highly 
valued by all meti, for his singular probity, cour- 

* In this allegorical paper, by Felieia is meant Britain, 
t John Lord Somers^ Fresident of the Connefl. 
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age, affability^ and love of mankind, that his be- 
ing placed in that station has dissipated the fears | 
of that people, who of all the world are the most 1 
jealous of their liberty and happiness, and the 
least . provident for their security. The next 
member of their society is Horatio*, who makes 
-all the public dispatches. This minister is mas- 
ter of all the languages in use to great perfection. 
He is held in the highest veneration imaginable 
for a severe honesty, and love of his country : 
he lives in a Court, unsullied with any of its ar- 
tifices 5 the refuge of the oppressed, and terror 
of oppressors. Martio t has joined himself to ^ 
this council ; a man of most undaunted resolu- 
tion, and great knowledge of maritime affairs ; 
famous for destroymg the navy of the Franks^, 
and singularly happy in one particular, that he 
never preferred a man who has not proved re- 
markably serviceable to his country. Philander§ 
is mentioned with paj^ticular distinction; a no- 
bleman who has the most refined taste ifor the 
true pleasures and eleganqe of life, joined to an 
inde&tigable industry in business; a man elo- 
quent in assemblies, agreeable in conversation 
and dextrous in all manner of public negotia- 
ations. These letters add, that VeronpH, who is 
also of this council, has lately set sail to his go- 
vernment of Patricia, with design to confirm the 
affections of the people in the interests of his 
Queen. This minister is master of great abili- 
ties, and is as industrious and restless for the 
preservation of the liberties of the people, as 

* Sidney Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer. 
t Edward Bussell, Earl of Orford. 
4: At La Hogue, in 1692. 

§ William Cavendish, Duke of Deyonshirey Lord Steward 
of the Household. 
I Thoiaa« Earl of Wartoo> Lor#Li6atenaatof Ireland- 
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the greatest enemy can be to subvert them. The 
influence of these personages, who are men of 
such distinguished parts and virtues, makes the 
people enjoy the utmost tranquillity in the midst 
of a war, and gives them undoubted hopes of a 
secure peace from their vigilance and integrity^ 

Advertisement. 

Upon the humble petition of nmning station- 
ers, &c. this paper may be had of them, for the 
future, at the price of one penny*. 
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Quicqidd agunt hominei 

" nostri est farrago UbelU, 

Juv. Satl. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. 

White*s Chocolate-house, April 20, 

*< Who names that lost thing lore, -without a tear, 
Binee so debauch'd by ill-bred customs here? 
To an exact perfection they have brought 
The action love, the passion is fox^t*' 



» 



This was loiig ago a witty author's lamentation, 
but the evil still continues ; and, if a man of 
any delicacy were to attend the discourses of the 
young fellows of this age, he would believe there 
were none but prostitutes to make the objects of 
passion. So true it is what the author of the 

* The preeedingf apers hid been given graHB. 
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above verses ssdd, a little before his death, of the 
modern pretenders to gallantry: **they set up 
for wits in this age, by saying, when they are so- 
ber, what they of the last spoke only when they 
were drunk." But Cupid is not only blind at 
present, but dead drunk ; he has lost all his fa* 
culties; else how, should Celia be so long anudd, 
with that agreeable behaviour? Corinna with that 
sprightly wit ? Lesbia with that heavenly voice ? 
sind Sacharissa, with all those excellences in one 
person, frequent the park, the play, and" murder 
the poor Tits that drag her to public places, and 
not a man turn pale at her appearance ? But 
such is the fallen state of love, that if it were not 
for honest Cynthio, who is true to the cause, we 
should hardly have a pattern left of the ancient 
worthies that way : and indeed he has but very 
little encouragement to persevere; but he has a 
devotion, rather than love for his mistress> and 
saysy 

«« Only tell her that I love. 

Leave the rest to her and fate; 
Some kind planet from ahove 
May, perhaps, her passion move: 

Liovers on their stars must wait.** 

But the stars I am so intimately acquainted 
with, that I can assure him he will never have her ; 
for, would you believe it ? though Cynthio has 
wit, good sense,' fortune, and his very being de- 
pends upon her, the termagant for whom he sighs 
is in love with a fellow who stares in the glass all 
the time he is with her, and lets her plainly see 
she may possibly be his rival, but never his mis- 
tress. Yet Cynthio, the same unhappy man 
whom I mentioned in my first narrative, pleases 
himself with a vain imagination that, with the 
language of his eyes, now he Has found who she 
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iS) he shall conquer her, though her eyes are in- 
tent upon one who looks from her ; which is or- 
dinary with the sex. It is certainly a mistake in 
the ancients to draw the little gentleman love as 
a blind boy ; for his real character is a little thief 
that squints ; for ask Mfs. Meddle, who is a con- 
fident, or spy, upon all the passions in town, and 
she will tell you that the whole is a game of cross 
purposes. The lover is generally pursuhig one 
who is in pursuit of another, and running from 
one that desires to meet him. Nay, the nature 
of this passion is so justly represented in a squin- 
ting little thief (who is always in a double action,) 
that do but observe Clarissa next time you see 
her, and you will find, when her eyes have made 
their soft tour round the company, she makes no 
stay on him they say she is to marry, but rests 
two seconds of a minute on Wildair, who nei- 
ther looks nor thinks on her, or any woman else- 
Howe ver, Cynthio had a bow from her the other 
day, upon which he is very much come to him- 
self; and I heard him send his man of an errand 
yesterday without any manner of hesitation; a 
quarter of an hour after which he reckoned twen- 
ty, reniembered he was to sup with a friend, and 
went exactly to his appointment. I sent to know 
how he did this morning ; and I find that he hath 
not forgot that he spoke to me yesterday. 

Will's Coffee-house, April 20. 

This week being sacred to holy things, and no 
public diversions allowed, there has been taken 
notice of even here a little Treatise called, " A 
Project for the Advancement of Religion : dedi- 
cated to the Countess of Berkeley*." The title 

* First ptbUshed by Swift ia 1709. 
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was so uncomthon, and promised so peculiar a 
way of thinking, that every man here has read it ; 
and as many as have dont so have approved it. It 
is written with the spirit of one who has seen the 
world enough to undervalue it with good-bree- 
ding. The author must certainly be a nian of 
wisdomas well as piety^ and have spent much time 
in the exercise of both. The real causes of the 
decay of the interest of religion are set forth in a 
clear and lively manner, without unseasonable 
passions ; and the whole air of the book, as to 
the language^'the sentiments, and the reasonings, 
shews it was written by one whose virtue sits easy 
about him, and to whojpi vice is thoroughly con- 
temptible. It was said byone of this company, al- 
luding to that knowledge of the world the author 
seems to have, " The man writes much like a 
gentleman, and goes to Heaven with a very good 
mien.** 

St. James 8 Coffee-house, April 20. 

Letters from Italy say, that the Marquis de Prie, 
upon the receipt of an express from the Court 
of Vienna, went immediately to the palace of Car- 
dinal Paulucci, Minister of State to his Holiness, 
and demanded, in the name of his ImperialMajes- 
ty, that King Charles should forthwith be acknow- 
ledged Kin^ of Spain, by a solemn act of the con- 
gregation ot Cardinals appointed for that purpose. 
♦ j&e declared at the same time, that if the least 
hesitation were made in this most important ar- 
ticle of the late treaty, he should not only be ob- 
liged to leave Rome himself, but also transmit his 
master's orders to the Imperial troops to face 
about, and return into the ecclesiatical dominions. 
When the Cardinal reported this message to the 
Pope> his Holiness was struck with so sensible 
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an afflictioii) that he burst into tears. His sorrow 
•was aggravated by letters which immediately af- 
ter arrived from the Court of Madrid, wherein his 
Nuncio acquainted him, that, upon the news of 
his accommodation with the Emperor, he had re- 
ceived a message to forbear coming to Court, and 
the people were so highly provoked, that they 
could hardly be restrained from insulting his pal- 
ace. These letters add, that the King of Den- 
mark was gone from Florence to Pisa, and from 
Pisa to Leghorn, where the Governor paid his Ma- 
jesty all imaginable honours. The King design- 
ed to go from thence to Lucca, where a magnifi- 
cent tournament was prepared for his diversion. 
An English man of war, which came from Port- 
Mahon toLeghoi*n in six days, brought advice, that 
the fleet commanded by Admiral Whitaker, was 
safely arrived at Barcelona, with the troops and 
ammunition which he had taken in at Naples. 

General Boneval, Governor of Gomachio, had 
summoned the magistrates of all the towns near 
that place to appear before him, and take an oath 
of fidelity to his Imperial Majesty ; commanding 
also the gentry to pay him homage, on pain of 
death and confiscation of goods. Advices* from 
Switzerland inform us, that the bankers of Gene- 
va were utterly ruined by the failure of Mr. Ber- 
nard. They add, that the Deputies of the Swiss 
Cantons were returned from Soleure, where they 
were assembled at the instance of the French 
Ambassador, but were very much dissatisfied 
with the reception they had from that Minister* 
It is true he omitted no civilities or expressions of 
friendship from his master, but he took no notice 
of their pensions and arrears : what further pro* 
iroked their indignation was, that, instead of twen- 
ty-five pistoleS} formerly allowed to jpach member 
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for their charge in coming to the Diet, he had 
presented them with six only. They write from 
Dresden that King Augustus was still busy in re- 
cruiting his 'cavalry, and that the Danish troops 
that lately served in Hungary had orders to be in 
Saxony by the middle of May ; and that his Majes- 
ty of Denmark was expected at Dresdcfn in the 
beginning of that month. King Augustus makes 
great preperations for his reception, and has ap- 
pointed sixty coaches, each drawn by six horses, 
for that purpose : the intervew of these Princes af- 
fords great matter for speculation. Letters from 
Paris, of the twenty-second of this month, say, that 
Marshal Harcourt and the Duke of Berwick were 
preparing to go into Alsace and Dauphin6, but that 
their troops were in want of all manner of neces- 
saries. The Court of France had received advices 
from Madrid, that on the seventh of this month 
the States of Spain had with much magnificence 
acknowledged the Prince of Astuiias presumptive 
heir to the Crown. This was performed at Buen- 
Retiro: the Deputies took the oaths on that oc- 
casion from the hands of Cardinal Portocarrero. 
These advices add, that it was signified to the 
Pope's Nuncio by order pf Council, to depart from 
that Court in twenty -four hours, and that a guard 
was accordingly appointed to conduct him to 
Bayonne. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-sixth 
instant inform us, that Prince Eugene was to set 
out the next day for Brussels, to put all things in a 
readiness for opening the campagin. They add, 
that the grand Pensioner having reported to the 
Duke of Marlborough what passed in the last 
conference with Mr. Rouille, his Grace had ta« 
ken a resolution immediately to return to Great 
* Britain) to communicate to her Majesty all that 
Affs been transacted in that important affair. 
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From my own Apartment^ April 20. 

The nature of my miscellaneous work is suchj 
tiiat I shall always take the liberty to tell for news 
such things (let them have happened never so 
much before die time of writing) as hare escaped 
public notice, or have been misrepresented to the 
world ; provided that I am still within rules, and 
trespass not as a Tatlerany farther than in anin» 
correctness of style, and wridng in an air of com- 
mon speech, v Thus, if any thing that i$ said, even 
of old Anchises or £neas, be set by me in a dif- 
ferent light than has hitherto been hit upon, in or- 
der to inspire the love and admiration of worthy 
actions, you will, gentle reader, I hope, accept of 
it for intelligeilce you had not before. But I am 
going upon a narrative, the matter of which I 
know to be true : it is not only doing justice to. the 
deceased merit of such persons, as, had they live4# 
would not have had it in their power to thank me^ 
but also an instance of the greatness of spirit ia 
the lowest of her Majesty's subjects. Take it 
as follows: 

At the siege of Namur by the allies, there were 
in the ranks of the company commanded by Cap* 
tain Pincent, in Colonel Frederick Hamilton's re- 
giment, one Unnion, a corporal, and one Valen- 
tme a piivate centinel ; there happened betweea 
these two men a dispute about a matter of love> 
which, upon some aggravations, grew to an irre- 
concilable hatred. Unnion, being the officer of 
Valentine, took all opportunities even to strike 
his rival, and profess the spite and revenge which 
moved him to it. The centinel bore it without 
resistance ; but frequently said, he would die to 
be revenged of that tyrant. They had spent 
whole months thus, one injuring, the other com- 
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plaining ; when, in the midst of this rage towards 
each other, they were commanded upon the at- 
tack of the castle, where the corporal received a 
shot in the thigh, and fell; the French pressing 
on, and he expecting to be trampled to death, 
called out to his enemy, "Ah, Valentine, can you 
leave me h^re ?'' Valentine immediately ran back, 
and in the midst of a thick fire of the French took 
the corpoi*al upon his back, and brought him 
through all that danger as far as the Abbey of Sal- 
sine, where a cannon ball took off his head : hii 
body fell under his enemy whom he was carrying 
off. Unnion immediately forgot his wound, rose 
up, tearing his hair, and then threw himself upon 
the bleedmg carcass, ciying, " Ah, Valentine I 
was it for me, who have so barbarously used thee, 
that thou hast died ? I will not live after thee/* 
He was not by any means to be forced from the 
tx>dyybutwas removed with it bleeding in his 
^rms, and attended with tears by all their com- 
rades who knew their enmity. When he was 
brought to a tent, his wounds were dressed by 
force ; but the next day still calling upon Valen* 
tine, and lamenting his cruelties to him, he died 
in the pangs of remorse and despair. . 

It may be a question among men of noble sen- 
timents, whether of these unfortunate persons 
had the greater soul ; he that was so generous as 
to venture his life for his enemy, or he who could 
not survive the man that died, inlaying upon him 
such an obligation ? 

When we see spirits like these in a people, to 
what heights may we not suppose their glory may 
rise I but (as it is excellently observed by Sallust) 
it is not only to the general bent of a nation that 
great revolutions are owing, but to the extraor- 
Sitiary genio's that lead them. On which occa* 
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sion, he proceeds to say, that the Roman great- 
ness was neither to be attributed to their superior 
policy, for in that the Carthagenians excelled; nor 
to their valour, for in that the Gauls were prefer- 
able ; but to particular men, who were bom for 
the good of their country, and formed for great 
attempts. This he says to introduce the charac- 
ters of Caesar and Cato. It would be entering 
into too weighty a discourse for this place, if I at- 
tempted to shew, that our nation has produced 
as great and able men for public affairs as any 
other. But I believe the reader outruns me^ 
and fixes his imagination upon the Duke of Marl- 
borough. It is, methinks, a pleasing reflection 
to consider the dispensations of Providence in the 
fortune of this illustrious man. Who, in the space 
of forty years, has passed through all the grada- 
tions of human life, until he has ascended to the 
character of a Prince*, and become the scourge 
of a tyrant, who sat on one of the greatest thrones 
of Europe, before the man who was to have the 
greatest part in his downfal had made one step 
in the world. But such elevations are the natural 
consequences of an exact prudence, a calm cour- 
age, a well governed temper, a patient ambition, 
and an affable behaviour. These arts, as they 
are the steps to his greatness, so they are the 
pillars of it now it is raised. To this, her glori- 
ous son, Great-Britain is indebted for the happy 
conduct of her arms, in whom she can boast, that 
she has produced a man formed by nature to lead 
a nation of heroes. 

* la the year 1704, in ednsequenee of the memorable Tie- 
tory at Hochsted, the Duke of Marlborough was appointed 
a Prince of the Empire, and had MUdenheim assig^d for 
his principality, Xoy. 12, 1705. 
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^uicguict agtmt hondnet 

noBtri eat farrago UbelU 

Juv. SatJL 8f>86. 

Whate'er men do, or saj', or tbink, or dremmy 
Our motley paper seizes lor its theme. P. 

WilVs Cqffte-'house, April 22. 

I AM just come from visiting Sappho, a fine la- 
dy, who writes verses, sings, dances, and can sa)r 
and do whatever she pleases, without the impu- 
tation of any thing that can injure her character, 
for she is so well known to have no passion but 
self-love ; or folly, but affectation ; that now, upon 
any occasion, they only cry, " It is her way !" and, 
" That is so like her !" without farther reflection. 
As I came into the room, she cries, " Oh ! Mr. 
Bickcrstaff, I am utterly undone ; I have broke 
that pretty Italian fen I shewed you when you 
were here last, wherein were so admirably drawn 
our first parents in Paradise asleep in each oth- 
er's arms. But there is such an affinity between 
painting and poetry, that I have been improving 
the images which were raised by that picture, by 
reading the same representation in two of our 
greatest poets. Look you, here are the same 
passages in Milton and in Dryden. All Milton's 
thoughts are wonderfully just and natural, in that 
inimitable descriptioiji which Adam makes of 
himself in the eighth book of Paradise Lost. 
But there is none of them finer than that contain- 
led in the following lines, where he tells us his 
thoughts, when he was falling; asleep a little 
affer the creation ; 
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While tbas I call'd, and stray'd I knew not irhither. 
From whence I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light, when answer none return'd. 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers, 
Pensive I sate me down ; there gentle sleep 
Pirst found me, and with soft oppression seiz'd 
My drowned sense, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was passing to my former state. 
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve. 

But now I cannot forgive this odious thing, tlii$ 
Dryden, who, in his " State of Innocence," has 
given my great grand-mother Eve the same ap- 
prehension of annihilation on a very different oc- 
casion ; as Adam, pronounces it of himself, when 
he was seized with a pleasing kind of stupor and 
deadness ; Eve fancies herself falling away, and 
dissolving in the hurry of a rapture. However, 
the verses are very good, and I do not know but 
what she says may be natural : I will read them: 

When your kind eyes lookM languishing on mine. 
And wreathing arms did soft embraces join ; 
A doubtful trenjbling seiz'd roe first all o'er. 
Then wishes, and a warmth unknown before; 
What foUow'd was all ecstacy and trance. 
Immortal pleasures round my swimming eyes did dance f 
And speechless joys, in whose sweet tumults tost, 
- I thought my breath and- my new being lost." 

. She went on, and said a thousand good thingi^ 
at random, but so strangely mixed, that you 
would be apt to say, all her wit is mere good 
luck, and not the effect of reason and judgment. 
When I made my escape hither, I found a gen- 
tleman playing the critic on two other great 
poets: even Virgil and Homer. He was ob- 
serving, that Virgil is more judicious than the 
other in the epithets he gives his hero. Homer's 
usual epithet, said he, is uSiobcvxt^^j or UoidipKnq, 
and his indiscretion has been often rallied by the 
eritics, for mentioning the nimblenes^ of foot in 
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Achilles, tiiough he describes him standing, sit* 
ting, lying down, fighting, eating, drinking, or 
in any other circumstance, however foreign or 
repugnant to speed and activity. Virgil's com- 
mon epithet to i&neas is Pius, or Pater. I have 
therefore considered, said he, what passage there 
is in any of his hero's actions, where either of 
these appellations would have been most im- 
proper, to see if I could catch him at the same 
fault with Homer ; and this, I think, is his meet- 
ing with Dido in the cave, where I^ius ^neas 
would have been absurd, and Pater ^neas a 
burlesque: the poet therefore wisely dropped 
them both for Dux Trojanus ; which he has re- 
peated twice in Juno's speech, and his own nar- 
ration; for he very well knew, a loose action 
might be consistent enough with the usual man- 
ners of a soldier, though it became neither the 
chastity of a pious man, nor the gravity of the 
father of a people. 

Grecian Coffee-house, April 22. 

While other parts of the town are amused with 
the present actions, we generally spend the eve- 
ning at this table in inquiries into antiquity, and 
think anything News which gives us new know- 
ledge. Thus we are making a very pleasant en- 
tertainment to ourselves, in putting the actions 
x>f Homer's Iliad into an exact Journal. 

This poem is introduced by Chryses, king of 
Chryseis and priest of Apollo, who comes to re- 
demand his daughter, who had been carried off 
at the taking of that city, and given to Agamem- 
non for his part of the booty. The reftisal he 
received enrages Apollo, who for nine days 
showered down darts upon them, which occa- 
sioned the pestilence. 
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The tenth day Achilles assembled the council, 
and encourages Chalcas to speak for the surren- 
ider of Chryseis to appease Apollo. Agamem- 
non and Achilles stOrm at one another, notwith- 
standing which, Agamemnon will not release his 
prisoner, unless he has Briseis in her stead. 
After long contestations, ^jrherein Aganfemnon 
gives a glorious character of Achilles's valour, 
•he determines to restore Chryseis to her father, 
and sends two heralds to fetch away Briseis from 
Achilles, who abandons himself to sori*ow and 
despair. His mother Thetis comes to comfort 
him under his af&iction, and promises to repre- 
-sent his sorrowful lamentations to* Jupiter; but 
lie could not attend to it ; for, the evening be- 
fore, he had appointed to divert himself for two 
days beyond the seas with the harmless Ethio- 
pians. 

It was the twenty-first day after ChriseiVs ar- 
rival at the camp, that Thetis went very early to 
-demand an audience of Jupiter. The means he 
used to satisfy her were, to persuade the Greeks 
to attack the Trojans; that so they might per- 
ceive the consequence of contemning Achilles, 
-and the miseries they suffer, if he does not head 
•them. The next night he orders Agamemnon, 
in a dream, to attack them; who was deceived 
with the hopes of obtaining a victory, and also 
taking the city, without sharing the honour with 
Achilles. 

On the twenty-second in the morning, he as^ 
sembles the council, and having made a feint of 
raising the siege and retiring, he declares to 
them his dream ; and, together with Nestor and 
Ulysses, resolves on an engagement. 

This was the twenty-third day, which is full of 
Incidents, and which continues from almost the 
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beginning of the second canto to the eighth. The 
armies being then drawn up in view of one anoth- 
er, Hector brings it about that Menelaus and Par 
ris, the two persons concerned in the quarrel, 
should decide it by a single combat, which ten* 
ding to the advantage of Menelaus, was interrup- 
ted by a cowardice ^nfused by Minerva: thea 
both armies engaged, where the Trojsins have 
the disadvantage ; but being afterwards animated 
by Apollo, they repulse tlie enemy, yet they are 
once again forced to give ground ; but their af- 
ffdrs were retrieved by Hector, who has a single 
combat with Ajax. The gods threw themselve& 
into the battle : Juno and Minerva took the Gre- 
cians' part, and Apollo and Mars the Trojans' ; but 
Mars and Venus are both wounded by Plomedes. 
The truce for burying the slain ended the 
twenty-third day, after which the Greeks threw 
up a great intrenchment, to secure their navjr 
from danger. Councils are held on both sides. 
On the morning of the twenty-fourth day the bat- 
tle is ( renewed, but in a very disadvantageous 
manner to the Greeks, who are beaten back to 
their intrenchments. Agamemnon, being ia 
despair at this ill-success, proposes to the coun*' 
cil to quit the enterprise> and retire from Troy. 
JBut, by the advice of Nestor, he is persuaded to 
regain Achilles, by returning firiseis, and send- 
ing him considerable presents. Hereupon Ulys- 
Ecs and Ajax are sent to that hero, who conti- 
nues inflexible in his anger. Ulysses, at his re- 
turn, joins himself with Diomedes and goes in 
the night to gain intelligence of the enemy ; they 
enter into their very camp, .where finding the 
centinels asleep, they made a great slaughter. 
Rhesus, who was just theii arrived with recruits 
from. Thrace for the Trojans^ was killed in that 
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action. Hepe ends the tenth canto. The sequel 
erf this journal will be inserted in the next arti- 
cle from this place. 

St, James's Coffee-house, April 22^ 

We hear from Italy, that, notwithstanding the 
Pope has received a letter from the Duke of An- 
jou demanding of him to explsdn himself upon 
the affair of acknowledging king Charles, his ho- 
liness has not yet thought fit to send any answer 
to tiiat prince* The court of Rome appears yeVy 
much mortified, that they are not to see his ma- 
jesty of Denmark in that city, having perhaps 
given themselves vain hopes from' a visit made 
by a Protestant prince to that see. The Pope 
has dispatched a gentleman to compliment his 
Majesty, and sent the King a present of all the 
cariosities and antiquities of Rome, represented 
in seventeen volumes very richly bound, which 
wwe taken out o£ the Vatican library. Letters 
from G^ioa, of the fourteenth instant, say, that a 
lelHcca was arrived there in five days from Mar- 
seilles, with an account, that the people of that 
city had made an insurrection, by reason of the 
scarcity of provisions ; and that the intendant had 
ordered some companies of marines, and the men 
belonging to the galleys, to stand to their arms 
to protect him from violence ; but that he began 
to be in as much appx^ehension of his guards, as 
of those from whom they were to defend him. 
When that vessel came away, the soldiers mur- 
mured publicly for want of pay ; and it was gen^ 
eraily believed they would pillage the magazines, 
as the garrisons of Grenoble and other towns of 
France had already done. A vessel which lately 
came into Leghorn brought advice, that the Bri- 
tish squadron was arrived at Poit-Mjaho^-j '^Vvtx^ 
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they were taking in more tropps, in order to at- 
tempt the relief of Alicant, which still made a 
very vigorous defence. It is said admiral Byng 
will be at the head of that expedition. The king 
of Denmark was gone from Leghorn towards 
Lucca« 

They write from Vienna, that in case the allies 
^ould enter into a treaty of peace with France^ 
Count Zin^endorf will be appointed first Pleni- 
potentiary, the Count de Goes the second, and 
Monsieur Von Konsbruch a third. Major Ge- 
neral Palmes, envoy ejjctraordinary from her 
Britannic Majesty, has been very urgent with 
that court to make their utmost efforts against 
France the ensuing campaign, in order to oblige 
it to such a peace as may establish the tranquilli- 
ty of Europe for the future. 

We are also informed, that the Pope uses all 
imaginable shifts to elude the treaty concluded 
with the Emperor, and that he demanded the 
immediate restitution of Comacchio ; insisting 
also, that his Imperial Majesty should ask par- 
don, and desire absolution for wlrat had formerly 
passed, before he would solemnly acknowledge 
King Charles. But this was utterly refused. 

They hear at Vienna by letters from Constan- 
tinople, dated the twenty-second of February 
last, that, on the twelfth of that month, the Grand 
Seignior took occasion, at the celebration of the 
festivals of the Mussulmen, to set all the Chris-» 
tian slaves which were in the galleys at liberty. 

Advices from Switzerland import, that the 
preachers of the county of Tockenburg continue 
to create new jealousies of the Protestants ; and 
some disturbances lately happened there on that 
accovint. The Protestants and Papists in the town 
of Hamman go to divine service one after another 
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in the same churchy as is usual in many other 
parts of Switzerland ; but on Sunday, the tenth 
instant, the Popish Curate having ended his ser- 
vice, attempted to hinder the Protestants from en- 
tering into the Church according to custom ; but 
the Protestants briskly attacked him and his 
party, and broke into it by force. 

Last night, between seven and eight, his Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough arrived at Court. 

From my own Apartment, April 22. 

The present great captains of the age, the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, hav- 
ing been the subject of the discourse of the last 
company I was in \ it has naturally led me into a 
consideration of Alexander and Caesar, the two 
greatest names that ever appeared before this 
century. In order to enter into their characters, 
there needs no more but examining their beha- 
viour in parallel circumstances. It must be al- 
lowed, that they had an equal greatness of soul ; 
but Caesar's was- more corrected and allayed by 
a mixture of prudence and circumspection. This 
is seen conspicuously in one particular in their 
histories, wherein they seem to have shown ex- 
actly the diiference of their tempers. When 
Alexander, after a long course of victories, would 
still have led his soldiers farther from home, they 
unanimously refused to follow him. We meet 
with the like behaviour in Caesar's army in the 
midst of his march against Ariovistus. Let us 
therefore observe the conduct of our two gene- 
rals in so nice an affair : and here we find MeX' 
under at the head of his army, upbraiding them 
with their cowardice, and meanness of spirit;^ 
and in the end telling them plainly he would go 
forward himself, though not ^ man folloyrcdbSsc^^ 



iSj$ TATLKB. Wo. 6. 

• 

This showed indeccl an excessive bravery ; but 
how woul4 the commander have ^corne off, if the 
speech had not succeeded, and the soldiers had 
taken him at his word ? the project seems of a 
piece with Mr. Bays's in " The Rehearsal,*' whof 
to gain a clap in his prologue, comes out, with a 
terrible fellow in a fur-cap following him, and 
tells his audience if they would not like his play, 
he would lie down and have his head struck off* 
If this gained a clap, all was well ; but if not, 
there was nothing left but for tjie executioner to 
do his olHce. But Casar would not leave the 
success of his speech to such uncertain events : 
he shows his men the unreasonableness of their 
fears in an obliging manner, and concludes, that 
if none else would m^rch along with him he 
would go himself with the tenth legion, for he 
was assured of their fidelity and valour, though 
all the rest forsook him; not but that, in all pro- 
bability, they were as much against the march as 
the rest. The result of all was very natural ; the 
tenth legion, fired with the praises of their gen- 
eral, send thanks to him for the just opinion he 
entertains of them ; and the rest3 ashamed to be 
outdone, assure him, that they are as ready to 
follow where he pleases to lead them^ as any 
other part of the army. 
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QiUcqtdd agitnt hominci 

nostri est farrago UbeHi. 

Juv. Sat 1.85, 8&. 

Whate'er me^ do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

<* It is so just an observation) that mocking is 
catching, that I am become an unhappy instance 
of it, and am (in the same manner that I haye re- 
presented Mr. Partridge*) myself a dying man, 
in comparison of the vigour with which I first 
aet out in the world. Had it been otherwise, 
you may be sure I would not have pretended to 
have given for news, as I did last Saturday, a di- 
ary of the siege of Troy. But man is a creature 
very inconsistent with himself: the greatest he- 
roes are sometimes fearful *, the sprightliest wits 
at some hours dull ; and the greatest politician^ 
on some occasions whimsical. But I shall not 
pretend to palliate or excuse the matter ; for I 
find, by a calculation of my own nativity, that I 
cannot hold out with any tolerable wit longer than 
two minutes after twelve of the clock at night, 
between the eighteenth and nineteenth of the 
next month : for which space of time you may 
still expect to hear from me, but no longer ; ex- 
cept you will transmit to me the occurrences ywi 
me^t with relating to your amours, or any other 
subject within the rules by which I have proposed 

• " This man was a shoe-irtaker in Covcnt-garden in 1680, 
yet styled himself Physician to his Majesty, in 1682. But, 
though he was one of the sworn Physicians, he never M- 
tended tlie court, nor reccired any Salary.*' 
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to walk. If any gentleman or lady sends to 
Isaac Bickerstaff, esq. at Mr. Morphew's near 
Stationers-hall) by the penny-post, the grief or 
joy of their soul, what they think fit of the mat- 
ter shall be related in colours as much to their 
advantage, as those in which Gervas* has drawn 
the agreeable Chloe. But since, without suck 
assistance, I frankly confess, and am sensible^ 
that I have not a month's wit more, I think I 
ought while I am in my sound health and senseSf 
to make my will and testament ; which I do in 
manner and form following : 

Imfirimis^ I give to the stock-jobbers about the 
Exchange of London, as a security for the trusts 
daily reposed in them, all my real estate ; which 
I do hereby vest in the said body of worthy citi- 
•zens for ever. 

Item^ Forasmuch as it is very hard to keep )and 
in repair without ready cash, I do, out of my per- 
sonal estate, bestow the bear-skin,t which I have 
frequently lent to several societies about this 
town, to supply their necessities ; I say, I give 
also the said bear-skin as an immediate fund to 
the said^itizens for ever. 

Itemy I do hereby appoint a certain number of 
the said citizens to take all the custom-house or 
custon>ary oaths concerning all goods imported 
by the whole city ; strictly directing that some 

• Jervas. 

t. Stock-jobbers, "who eontraet for a trtDsfer of stock 
which they do not possess, are called sellers of bear-skins ; 
and universally whoeTer sells irhat he does not possess ia 
said prtruerbiaUy to sell the bear's skin -white the bear runs 
in the woods. 

In the language of Exchange-alley, Bears signify those 
vtho buy stock Which they cannot receive, or who sell stock 
■which they have not. Those who pay money for what they 
purchase, or vho seU stoel^ which tb^y rcalfy hare^ are oA' 
UABuWi. 
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select members^ and not the whole number of a 
body corporate, should be perjured. 

Item, I forbid all n s and persons of q - t y 

to watch bargains near and about the Exchange^ 
to the diminution and wrong of the said stock- 
jobbers. 

Thus far, in as brief and intelligible a manner 
as any will can appear, until it is explained by 
i the learned, I have disposed of my real and per- 

sonal estate : but, as I am an Adepts I have by 
birth an equal right to give also an indefeasible 
title to my endownients and qualifications, which 
I do In the following manner : 

Itenty I give my chastity to all virgins who 
have withstood their market. 

liem^ I give my courage among all who are 
ashamed of their distressed friends, all sneakers 
in assemblies, and men who show valour in com- 
mon conversation. 

lienty I give my wit (as rich men give to the 
rich) among such as think tjbey hsCve enough al- 
ready. And in case they shall not accept of the 
legacy, I give it to Bentivolio* to defend his 
works from time to time, as he shall think fit to 
j publish them. 

[ Item, I bestow my learning upon the honorary 

inembers of the Royal Society. 

Now for the disposal of this body. 

As these eyes must one day cease to gaze on 
Teraminta, and this heart shall one day pant no 
more for her indignation : that is to say, since 
this body must be earth ; I shall commit it to the 
dust in a manner suitable to my character. 
Therefore, as there are those who dispute whe- 
ther there is any such real person as Isaac Bick- 
erstaff or ijiot ; I shall excuse all persons who ap- 

* Dr. Riohard Bentiey. 
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pear what they really are, from coming to my fu- 
neral. But all those who are, in their way of 
life, /lersonaj* as the Latins have it, persons as- 
sumed, and who appear what they really are not, 
Ate hereby invited to that solemnity. 

The body shall be carried by six watchmen^ 
who are never seen in the- day* 

leenij The pall shall be held by the six most 
known pretenders to honesty, wealth, and power, 
who are ndt possessed of any of them. The two 
first, a half lawyer, and a complete justice. The 
two next a chymist, and a projector. The third 
couple, a treasury-solicitor, and a small courtier. 

To make my funeral (what that solemnity, 
when done to common men, really is in itself) a 
very farce, and since all mourners are mere ac- 
tors on these occasions, I shall desire those who 
are professedly such to attend mine. I humbly, 
therefore, beseech Mrs. Barry to act once more, 
and be my widow. When she swoons away at 
the church-porch, I appoint the merry John Fal- 
staff, and ^ the gay Sr Harry Wildair, to support 
her. I desire Mr. Pinkethman to follow in the 
habit of a Cardinal, and Mr. Bullock in that of a 
privy-counsellor. To make up the rest of the 
appearance, I desire all the ladies from the bal- 
conies to weep with Mrs. Barry, as they hope to 
be wives and widows themselves. I invite all, 
who have nothing else to do, to accept of gloves 
^nd scarves. 

Thus, with the great Charles V. of Spain, I re- 
sign the glories of this transitory world : Yet, at 
the same time, to show you my indifference, and 
that my desires are not too much fixed upon any 
thing, I own to you, I am as willing to stay as to 

* Masks. 
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go : therefore leave it in the choice of my gentle 
readers, whether I shall hear from them, or they 
hear no more from me." 

White's Chocolate-house, April 25. 

Easter-day being a time whei^you cannot well 
meet with any but humble adventurers; and 
there being such a thing as low gallantry, as well 
as low comedy. Colonel Hamble* and myself 
went early this morning into the fields, which 
were strewed with shepherds and shepherdesses^ 
l)ut indeed of a different turn from the simplicity 
of those of Arcadia. Every hedge was con- 
scious of more than what the representations of 
enamoured swains admit of. While we were 
surveying the crowd around us, we saw at a dis- 
tance a company coming towards Pancras church ; 
but though there was not much disorder, we 
thought we saw the figure of a man stuck through 
with a sword, and at every step ready to fall, if a 
woman by his side had not supported him ; the 
rest followed two and two. When we came 
nearer this appearance, who should it be but 
Monsieur Guardeloop, mine and Ramble's 
French taylor, attended by others, leading one 
of Madam Depingle*s maids to the church, ia 
order to their espousals. It was his sword tuck- 
ed so high above his waist, and the circumflex 
which persons of his profession take in their 
walking, that made him appear at a distance 
wounded and falling. But, the morning being 
rainy, methought the march to this weddmg wa^ 
but too lively a picture of wedlock itself. They 
seemed both to have a month's mind to make the 
best of their way single.; yet both tugged arm in 

* Proba^x Colonel Brett 
TOL. I, >t 
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arm t and when they were in a dirty way, he was 
but deeper in the mire, by endeavouring to pull 
out his companion, and yet without helping her. 
The bridegroom's feathers in his hat all droop- 
ed ; one of his shoes had lost an heel. In short, 
he was in his whole person and dress so extreme- 
ly soused, that there did not appear one inch or 
sipgie thread about him unmarried. Pardon me, 
that the melancholy object still dwells upon me so 
far, as to reduce me to punning. However, we at- 
tended them to the cliapel, where we stayed to hear 
the irrevocable words pronounced upon our old 
servant, and made the best of our way to town. 
I took a resolution to forbear all married persons, 
or any in danger of being such, for four and twen- 
ty hours at le^t ; therefore dressed, and went to 
visit Florimel, the vainest thing in town, where I 
knew would drop in colonel Picket, Just come 
from the camp, her professed admirer. He 
is of that order of men who have mucii honour 
and merit, but withal a coxcomb ; the other qf 
that set of females, who has innocence and wit, 
but the first of coquets. It is easy to believe, 
these must be admirers of each other. She says 
the colonel rides the best of any man in England : 
The colonel says, she talks the best of any wo- 
man. At the same time, he understands wit just 
as she does horsemanship. You are to know, 
these extraordinary persons see each other daily ; 
and they themselves, as well as the town, tliink 
it will be a match : But it can never happen that 
they can come to the point; for, instead of ad- 
dressing to each other, they spend their whole 
time in the reports of themselves : he is satisfied 
if he can convince her he is a fine gentleman, and 
a man of consequence ; and she in appearing to 
him an accomplished lady and a wit, without fur- 
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ther design. Thus he tells her of his manner of 
posting his men at such a pass, with the num- 
bers he commanded on that detachment: she 
tells him, how she was dressed on such a day at 
court, and what offers were made her the week 
following. She seems to hear the repetition of 
his men's names with admiration, and waits only 
to answer him with as false a muster of lovers. 
They talk to each other, not to be informed, but 
improved. Thus they are so like, that they are 
to be ever distant, and the parallel lines may run 
together for ever, but never met. 

WilVs Coffee-house, April 25. 

This evening the comedy, called "Epsom 
Wells,'* was acted for the benefit of Mr. Bul- 
lock, who, though he is a person of much wit 
and ingenuity, has a peculiar talent of looking 
like a fool, and therefore excellently well quali- 
fied for the part of Bisket in this play. I cannot 
indeed sufficiently admire his way of bearing a 
beating, as he does in this drama, and that with 
such a natural air and propriety of folly, that one 
cannot help wishing the whip in one's own hand ; 
so richly doesKe seem to deserve his chastisement. 
Skilful actors think it a very peculiar happiness 
to play in a scene with such as top their parts. 
Therefore I cannot but say, when the judgment 
of any good author directs him to write a beat- 
ing for Mr.^ Bullock from Mr. William Pinketh- 
man, or for Mr. William Pinkethman from Mr. 
Bullock, those excellent players seem to be in 
their most shining circumstances, and please me 
more, but with a different sort of delight, than 
that which I receive from those grave scenes of 
Brutus and Cassius, or Antony and V^PtidiU?* 
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The whole comedy is very just, and the low 
part of human life represented with much humour 
and wit 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 25. 

We are advised from Vienna, by letters of the 
twentieth instant, that the Emperor hath lately 
added twenty new members to his Council of 
State, but they have not yet taken their places 
at the board. General Thaun is returned from 
Baden, his health being so well re-established by 
the baths of that place, that he designs to set 
out next week for Turin, to his command of the 
Imperial troops in the service of the Duke of 
Savoy. His Imperial Majesty has advanced his 
brother, Count Henry Thaun, to be a brigadier, 
and a counsellor of the Aulic council of war. 
These letters import, that king Stanislaus and 
the Swedish General Crassau are directing their 
xnarch to Nieper, to join the King of Sweden*E 
army in Ukrania ; that the States of Austria 
have furnished Marshal Heister with a consider- 
able stim of money, to enable him to push oii 
the war vigorously in Hungary, where ail things 
as yet are in perfect tranquillity ; and that Gen- 
eral Thungen has been very importunate for a 
speedy re-iufprcement of the forces on the Up- 
per Rhine, representing at the same time what 
miseries the inhabitants must necessarily under- 
go, if the designs of France on those parts be 
not speedily and effectually prevented. 

Letters from Rome, dated the thirteenth in- 
stant, say, that, on the preceding Sunday, his 
Holiness was carried in an open chair from St. 
Peter's to St. Mary's, attended by the sacred 
College, in cavalcade ; and, after mass, distrib- 
uted several dowries for the marriage of poor 
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and distressed virgins. The proceedings of 
that court are very dilatory concerning the re- 
cognition of king Charles, notwithstanding the 
pressing instances of the Marquis de Prie, who 
has declared, that if this affair be not wholly con- 
cluded by the fifteenth instant, he will retire 
frotn that court, and order the Imperial troops to 
return into the Ecclesiastical State. On the 
other hand, the Duke of Anjou's minister has, in 
the name of his master, demanded of his Holi** 
ness to explain himself on that affair; which, it 
is fiatd, will be finally determined in a consistory 
to be heid on Monday next ; the Duke d'Uzeda 
designing to delay his departure until he sees 
the issue. These letters also say, that the court 
was mightily alarmed at the news which they re- 
ceived by an express from Ferrara, that General 
Boneval, who commands in Comacchio, had sent 
circular letters to the inhabitants of St. Alberto, 
Longastrino, Fillo, and other adjacent parts, en- 
joining them to come and swear fealty to the Em- 
peror, and receive new investitures of their fiefs 
from his hands. Letters from other parts of Italy 
say, that the king of Denmark continues at Luc- 
ca ; that four English and Dutch men of war 
were seen off Oneglia, bound for Final, in order 
to transport the troops designed for Barcelona ; 
and that her majesty's ship the Colchester arrived 
at Leghorn the fourth instant from Port Mahon, 
with advice, that Major General Stanhope design- 
ed to depart from thence the first instant with 
six or seven thousand men, to attempt the relief 
of the castle of Alicant. 

Our last advices from Berlin, bearing date the 
twenty-seventh instant, import, that the king was 
gone to Linum, and the queen to Mecklenburg ; 
^X that their majesties designed to return the 

m2 
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next week to Oranienburgh, where a great chase 
of wild beasts was prepared for their diversioHi 
and from thence they intend to proceed togeth- 
er to Potsdam ; that the prince royal was set 
out for Brabant) but intended to make «ome 
short stay at Hanover. These letters also inform 
us, that they are advised from Obory, that the 
king of Sweden, being on his march towards Hol- 
ki, met General Repne with -a detachment of 
Muscovites, who, placing some regiments in 
ambuscade, attacked the Swedes in their rear, 
and putting them to flight, killed two thousand 
men, the kuig himself having liis horse shot un- 
der him. 

We hear from Copenhagen, that, the ice bein^ 
broke, the Sound is again open for the ships ; 
|ind that they hoped his majesty would retura 
sooner than they at first expected. 

Letters from the Hague, dated May the fourth, 
N» S. say, that an express arrived there on the 
first, from Prince Eugene to his grace the Duke 
of Marlborough. The States are advised that 
the auxiliaries of Saxony were arrived on the 
frontiers of the United Provinces ; as also, that 
the two regiments of Wolfenbuttel, and four 
thousand troops from Wirtemberg, who ai'e to 
serve in Flanders, are in full march thither. Let- 
ters from Flanders say, that the great convoy of 
ammunition and provisions, which set out from 
Ghent for Lisle, was safely arrived at Courtray. 
We hear from Paris, that the king has ordered 
the militia on the coasts of Normandy and Bre» 
tagne to be in readiness to march ; and. that the 
court was in apprehension of a descent, to ani- 
mate the people to rise in the midst of their pre- 
sent hardships. 

They write from l^ain, that jJie Pope's Ntfnc^ 
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left Madrid the tenth of April, in ordejp to go to 
Bayonne ; that the Marquis de Bay was at Badajos, 
to observe the motions of the Portuguese : and 
that the Count d^Estain, with a body of five thou-* 
sand men, was on his march to attack Gironne. 
The Duke of Anjou has deposed the Bishop of 
Lerida, as being a favourer of the interest of King 
Charles, and has summoned a convocation at Mad- 
rid, composed of the archbishops, bishops, and 
states of that kingdom, wherein he hopes they 
will come to a resolution to send for no more bulls 
to Rome. 
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Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dre^m, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WilVs Coffee-house, April 26. 

The play of the London Cuckolds was acted this 
evening before a suitable audience, who were ex^ 
tremely well diverted with that heap of vice^and 
absurdity. The indignation which £ugenio,,who 
is a gentleman of a just taste, has upon occasion 
of seeing human nature fall so low in its delights^ 
made him, I thought, expatiate upon the men- 
tion of this play very agreeably. Of all men liv- 
ing, said he, I pity players, (who must be men of 
good understandmg, to be capable of being'such,) 
that they are obliged to repeat and assume proper 
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gestures for representing things of which their 
reason must be ashamed, and which they must 
disdain their audience for approving. . The amend- 
ment of these low gratifications is only to be made 
by people of condition, by encouraging the rep- 
resentation of the noble characters drawn by 
Shakspeare and others ; from whence it is im- 
possible to return without strong impressions of 
honour and humanity. On these occasions, dis- 
tress is laid before us with all its causes and con- 
sequences, and our resentment placed according 
to the merit of the persons afflicted. Were dra- 
mas of this nature more acceptable to the taste 
of the town, men who have genius would bend 
their studies to excel in them. How forcible an 
effect this would have on our minds, one needs 
no more than to observe how strongly we are 
touched by mere pictures. Who can see Le 
Brun's picture of the Battle of Porus, without en- 
tering into the character of that fierce gallant 
man, and being accordingly spurred to an emu- 
lation of his constancy and courage ? When he 
is falling with his wound, his features are at the 
same time very terrible and languishing; and 
there is such a stem faintness diffused liirough 
all his look, as is apt to move a kind of horror, a^ 
well as pity, in the beholder. This I say, is an 
effect wrought by mere lights and shades : consi- 
der also a representation made by words only, as 
in an account given by^a good writer. Catiline 
in Sallust makes just such a figure as Porus by 
Le Brun. It is said of him, Catilina verd long^ a 
ftuia inter hoatittht cadavera refiertua eat : fiaulu^ 
lum etiam sfiiransj /erocttatemgue animi, quant 
vivua habueraty in vultu retjnena, *' Catiline was 
found killed, far from his own men, among the 
dead bodies of the enemy ; he see^ied, still l)b 




breathe, and still retained in his face the sam^ 
fierceness he had when he was living.'' You 
have in that one sentence a lively impression of 
hiii whole life and actions. What I would insin- 
uate from all this is, that if the painter and tho 
historian can do thus much in colours and lan-^ 
guage, what may not be performed by an excel-< 
lent poet, when the character he draws is presen-* 
ted by the person, the manner, the look, and the 
motion of an accomplished player ? If a thing 
painted or related can irresistibly enter our hearts, 
what may not be brought to pass by seeing 
generous things performed before our eyes ? Eu* 
genio ended hi^ discourse, by recommending 
the apt use of a theatre, as the most agreeable 
and easy method of making a polite aiid moral 
^ntry ; which would end in rendering the rest 
jof the people regular in their behaviour, and am* 
latious of laudable undertakings. 

St. James's Coffee'lumse, April 27* 

Letters from Naples of the ninth instant, N. S. 
advise, that Cardinal Grimani had ordered tKe 
aregiment commanded by General Pate to march 
towards Final, in order to embark for Catalonia ; 
3ivhither also a thousand horse are to be transport- 
ted from Sardinia, besides the troops which come 
Irom the Milanese. An English man of war has 
taken two priies, one a vessel of Malta, the 
other of Genoa; both laden with goods of the ene- 
my. They write from Florence of the thir- 
teenth, that his Majesty of Denmark had recei- 
ved a courtier from the Hague, with an account 
of some matter relating to the treaty of a peace ; 
upon which he declared, that he thought it neces- 
sary to hasten to his own dominions. 

Letters from Switzerland inform us, that the 



14S TATL£R. No. t. 

effects of the great scarcity of com in France 
were felt at Geneva ; the magistrates of which 
city had appointed deputies to treat with the Can- 
tons of Bern and Zurich, for leave to buy up such 
quantities of grain within their territories as 
should be thought necessary. The Protestants 
of Tockenburg are still in arms about the convent 
of St. JohUt and have declared, that they will not 
lay them down until they shall have sufficient 
security, from the Roman Catholics^ of living 
unmolested in the exercise of their religion. In 
the mean time, the deputies of Bern and Tocken- 
burg have frequent conferences at Zurich with 
the regency of that Canton, to find out methods 
for quieting these disorders. 
' Letters from the Hague, of the third of May, 
lidvise, that the President Rouille, after his last 
conference with the deputies of the States, had 
retired to Bodegrave, five miles distant from 
Worden, and expected the return of a courier 
from France on the fourth, with new instructions. 
It is said if his answer from the French Court 
shall not prove satisfactory, he will be desired to 
withdraw out of these parts. In the mean time 
it is also reported, that his equipage, as an am- 
bassador on this great occasion, is actually ot\ the 
inarch towards him. They write from Flfinders, 
that the great convoy pf provisions which set out 
from Ghent is safely arrived at Lisle. Those ad- 
vices add, that the enemy had assembled near 
Tournay a considerable body of troops, drawn 
out of the neighbouring garrisons. Their High 
Mightinesses having sent orders to their Minis- 
ters at Hamburgh and Dantzic to engage the 
xnagistrates of those cities to forbid the sale of 
corn to the French, and to signify to them, that 
the Dutch merchants will buy up as much of that 
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commodity as they can spare ; the Hamburghers 
have accordingly contracted with the Dutch, and 
refused any commerce with the French on that 
occasion. 

From my own Apartment. 

After the lassitude of a day, spent in the strol- 
ling manner which is usual with men of pleasure 
in this town, and with a head full of a million of 
impcmnencies, which had danced round it for 
ten hours together, I came to my lodging, and 
hastened to bed. My valet de chambre knows 
my university trick of reading therfu and he, 
being a good scholar for a gentleman, ran over 
the names of Horace, Tibullus, Ovid, and others, 
to know which I would have. " Bring Virgil," 
said I ; ^< and if I fall asleep, take care of the 
candle." I read the sixth book oyer with the 
most exquisite delight, and had gone half through 
it a second time, when the pleasing ideas of 
Elysian fields, deceased worthies walking in them, 
sincere lovers enjoying their languishment with.- 
out pain, compassion for the unhappy spirits who 
had mis-spent their short day-light, and were ex-» 
iled from the seats of bliss for ever ; I say, I was 
deep again in my reading, when this mixture of 
images had taken place of all others in my ima- 
gination before, and lulled me into a dream, from 
which I am just awake, to my great disadvantage^ 
The happy mansions of Elysium, by degrees, 
seemed to be wafted from me, and the very tra- 
ces of my late waking thoughts began to fade 
away, when I was cast by a sudden whirlwind 
upon an island, encompassed with a roaring and 
troubled sea, which shaked its very centre, and 
rocked its inhabitants as in a cradle. The 
islanders lay on their faces, without offering t%^ 
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look npi or hope for preservation; all her har- 
bours were crowded with marine rs> and tall ves- 
,sels of war lay in danger of being driven to pie- 
ces on her shores. " Bless mje !" said I, " why 
have I lived in such a manner, that the convulsion 
of nature should be so terrible to me, when I feel 
in myself that the better part of me is to survive 
it ? Oh ! may that be in happiness !" A sudden 
shriek, in which ,the whole people on their faces 
joined, interrupted my soliloquy, and turned 
my eyes and attention to the object that had giv- 
en us that sudden start, in the midst of an incon- 
solable and speechless afHiction. Immediately 
the winds grew calm, the waves subsided, and 
the people stood up, turning their faces upon a 
Viagnificent pile in the midst of the island. There 
we beheld an hero of a comely and erect aspect, 
but pale and languid, sitting under a canopy of 
state. By the faces and dumb sorrow of those 
who attended, we thought him in the article of 
death. At a distance sat a lady, whose life 
seemed to hang upon the same thread with his^ 
She kept her eyes fixed upon him, and seemed to 
smother ten thousand thousand nameless things^ 
which urged her tenderness to clasp him in her 
arms ; but her greatness of spirit overcame those 
sentiments, and gave her power to forbear distur- 
bing his last moment; which immediately ap- 
proached.* The hero looked up with an air of 
negligence, and satiety of being, rather than of 
pain to leave it ; and leaning back his head, ex- 
pired. 

When the heroine, who sat at a distance, saw 
his last instant come, she threw herself at his 
fbet, and, kneeling, pressed his hand to her lips ; 

* George) Prince of Dcnmnlc. 
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in which posture she continued under the agonijr 
<rf an unutterable sorrow, until conducted from 
our sight t^ her attendants. That commanding 
awe, which accompanies the grief of great minds^ 
restrained the multitude while in her presence ; 
but as soon as she retired they gave way to their 
tiistraction, and all the islanders called upon their 
deceased hero. To him, methought, they cried 
out as to a guardian being ; and I gathered fronx 
their broken accents that it was he who had the 
' empire over the ocean and Its powers, by which 
he had long protected the island fi*om shipwreck 
and invasion. They now give a loose to theiif 
moan, and think themselves exposed without 
hopes of human or divine assistance^ While 
the people ran wild, and ^expressed all the dif- 
ferent forms of lamentation, methought a sable 
cloud overshadowed the whole land, and cover** 
ed its inhabitants with darkness ; no glimpse of 
light appeared, except one ray from Heaven up- 
on the^lace in which the heroine now secluded 
herself from the world, with her eyes fixed on 
those abodes to which her consort was ascended. 
Methought a long period of time had passed 
away in mourning and in darkness", when a twi- 
light began by degrees to enlighten the hemis- 
phere ; and, looking round me, I saw a boat row- 
ed towards the shore, in which sat a personage 
adorned with warlike trophies, bearing on his 
left arm a shield, on which was engraven the 
image of Victory, and in his right hand a branch 
of olive. His visage was at once so winning and 
so awful, that the shield and the olive seemed 
equally suit£lble to his genius. 

When this' illustrious person* touched on the 

* About this time the Diikc of Marlborough retunxed 
£tt>m Holland^ with the Frelimiuaries of a Peaee. 
VOL. I. N 
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shore, he vrts received by the acclamations of 
the people, and followed to the palace of the he- 
roine. No pleasure in the glory of her arms, or 
the acclamations of her applauding subjects, were 
ever capable to suspend her sorrow for one mo- 
ment, till she saw the olive-branch in the hand of 
that auspicious messenger. At that sight, as 
Heaven bestows its blessings on the wants and 
importunities of mortals, out of its native bounty, 
and not to increase its own power or honour, in 
compassion to the world, the celestial mourner 
-was then first seen to turn her regard to things 
below ; and, taking the branch out of the war- 
rior's hand, looked at it with much satisfaction, 
and spoke of the blessings of peace with a. voice 
and accent, such as that in which guardian spif- 
rits whisper to dying penitents assurances of 
happiness. The^ air was hushed, the multitude 
attentive, and all nature in a pause while she was 
speaking. But as soon as the messenger of 
peace had made some low reply, in which, me- 
thought, I heard the word Iberia^ the heroine, as- 
suming a more severe air, but such as spoke re^ 
solution without rage, returned him the olive, 
and again veiled her face. Loud cries and clashr 
ing of arms immediately followed, which forced 
me from my charming vision, and drove me back 
to these mansions of care and sorrow. 

*^* Mr. Bickerstaff thanks Mr. QuarterstaflP 
for hi9 kind and instructive letter dated the 26th 
idst^ 
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Whate'ep men do, op say, or think, or dream. 
Our ^motley paper seized for its theme. P, 

Will* 9 Coffee-home, April 2^» 

This evening we were entertained with Th& 
Old Bachelor, a comedy of deserved reputation. 
In the character which gives name to the play, 
there is exccWently represented the reluctance 
of a battered debauchee to come into the tram- 
mels of order and decency : he neither languishes 
nor burns, but frets ibr love. The gentlemen 
of more regular behaviour are drawn \|fith much 
spirit and wit, and the drama introduced by the 
dialogue of the first scene with uncommon, yet 
natural conversation. The part of Fondlewife is 
a lively image of the unseasonable fondness of age 
and impotence. But instead of such agreeable 
works as these, the town has for half an age been 
tormented with insects called Eaay Writer^f 
whose abilities Mr. VSTycherly one day described 
icxcellently well in one word :" That," says ho 
*' among these fellows is called £aey Writings 
.which any one may easily write :'* such janty 
scribblers are so justly laughed at for their son- 
nets on Plullis.and Chloris, and fantastical de- 
scriptions in them ; that an ingenious kinsman of 
mine, of the family of the Stag's, Mr. Humphrey 
WagstafF by name, has, to avoid their strsdn, run 
into a way perfectly new? and described things 
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exactly as they happen* : he never forms fields^ 
or nymphs, or groves, where they are not ; but 
makes the incidents just as they really appear. 
For an example of it ; I stole out of his manu- 
script the following lines : they are a description 
of the morning) but of the m<»*ning in town ; nay, 
of the morning at this end of the town, whero 
my kinsman at present lodges. 

Now hardly here and tbere an hackney coach 
Appearing, show'd the raddy morn's approach. 
Now Betty from her master s bed had flowoy 
, And softly stole to diseompose her own; 

The slip-shod 'prentice from his master's door» 
Had pfir'd the street, and sprinkled round the floor : 

' Now Moll had whiri'd her mop with dezf roos airt^ 

. Prepar'd to scrnb the entry and the staira. 
The youth with broomy stumps began to trace 
The Kcnnel-edge, where wheels had worn the places 
The smaH-eoal man was heard with eadenee deep. 
Till drown'd in shriller notes of chimney-sweep ; 
Duns at his Lordship's gates began to meetf 
And brick-dast Moll had scream'd tbro' half a ttreet. 
The turnkey now his flock returning sees. 
Duly let out a' oi^ts toateid for fees ; 
The watchful bailiffs take their silent stands. 
And school-boys lag with satefaeTs in their liands. 

AH that I apprehend is, that dear Numps will 
be angry I have published these lines ; not that 
he has any reason to be ashamed of them, but for 
fear of those rogues, the bane to all excellent per- 
formances, the imitators. Therefore, before- 
hand, I bar ail descriptions of the evening ; as a 
medley of verses signifying grey peas are now 
cried warm ; that wenches now begin to amble 
round the passages of the play-house : or of 
noon; as, that fine ladies and great beaux are 
just yawning out of their beds aud windows in 
Pall-Mall, and so forth. I forewarn also all per* 

• Dr. Swm* 
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sons from encouraging any draughts after my 
cousin; and foretell any man who shall go about 
to imitate him, that he will be very insipid. The 
family-stock is embarked in this design, and wcf 
will not admit of coimterfeits : Dr. Anderson* and 
his heirs enjoy his pills >; Sir William Readf has 
the cure of eyes ; and Monsieur Roselli| only 
can cure the gout. We pretend to none of these 
things ; but to examine who and who are together, 
to tell any mistaken man he is not what he believes 
he is, to distinguish merit and expose false pre- 
tences to it; is a liberty ^ur family has by law in 
them, from an intermarriage ^with a daughter 
of Mr. Scoggin§, the famous droll of the last 
century. This right I design to make use of i 
but will not encroach upon the above-mentioned 
adepts, or any other. At the same time, I shall 
take all the. privileges I may as an Englishman, 
and will lay hold of the late act of naturalization to 
introduce what I shall think fit from France. The 
use of that law may? I hope, be extended to peo- 
ple the polite world with new characters, as well 
as the kingdom itself with new. subj ects. There- 
fore, an author of that nation called La Bruyere^ 
I shall make bold with on such occasions : the 
last person I read of in that writer was Lord Ti- 
mon. Timon, says my author, is the most gen- 
erous of all men ; but Is so hurried away with 
that strong impulse of bestowing, that he confers 
benefits without distinction, and is munificent 
without laying obligations : for all the unworthy, 

* Anderson was a Scotch pbysieian in thereigns of Charles 
J. and Charles II. 

t The Queen's oculist It* is said, that though he vat 
wonderfully successful, he could neither read nor write. 

i Roselli, sufficiently known from the Romance of hitf lifc^ 
^hich was written hy himself. 

^-Scqggia was a buffoon in the reign of KloDg Jamies Xf 
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who reccivie (romliim, have so little sense of ^i» 
tioble infirmity, that they look upon themselves 
rather as partners in a spoil, than partakers of a 
bounty. The other day, coming into Paris, I 
met Timon going out on horseback, attended 
only by one servant. It struck me ^th a sud- 
den damp, to see a man of so excellent a dispo*> 
sitjkin, and who understood making a figure so 
*w€ll, so much shortened in his retinue : but, pas- 
sing by his house, I saw his great coach break 
to pieces before his door, and by a strange en- 
chantment immediately turned into many differ- 
ent vehicles. The first was a very pretty chariot» 
into which Stepped his Lordship's secretary; 
the second was hung a little heavier ; into that 
strutted the fat steward: in an instant follow- 
ed a chaise, which was entered by the butler. 
The rest of the body and wheels were forthwith 
changed into go-carts, and run away with by the 
nurses and brats of the rest of the family. What 
makes these misfortunes in the affairs of Timon 
the more astonishing is, that he has better un- 
derstanding than those who cheat him ; so that 
a man knows not which most to wonder at, the 
indifference of the master or the impudence of 
the servant. 

White's CkoC0tate-^hau9e, April 29* 

It is a matter of much speculation among the 
beaux and oglers, what it is that can have made 
so sudden a change, as has been of late observed 
in the'Wholehehaviour of Pastorella, who never 
sat still a moment until she was eighteen, which 
she has now exceeded by two months. Her aunt, 
who has the care of her, has not been always so 
rigid as she is at this present date ; but has so good 
a sense of the frailty of won^uij aad fietlsehood <|f 
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man> that she resolved on all manner of methods 
to keep Pastorella, if possible, in safety, against 
herself and all her admirers. At the same time the 
^ood lady knew^ t^ long experience, that a gay in- 
^ination, curbed too i*ashly, would but run to the 
greater excesses for that restraint; she therefore 
intended to watch her, and take some opportunity 
of engaging her insensibly in her own interests, 
without the anguish of an admonition. You are to 
know then, that Miss, with all her flirting and og* 
ling, had also a strong curiosity in her, and was the 
greatest eaves-dropper breathmg. Pari satis (for so 
her prudent aunt is called) observed this htimour, 
and retires one day to her closet, into which she 
knew Pastorella would peep, and listen to know 
how she was employed. It happened according- 
ly; and the young lady saw her good governante on 
her knees, and, oher b, mental beha-uiour^hre^k 
into these words ; "As for the dear child com- 
mitted to my care, let her sobriety of carfiagey 
and severity of behaviour, be such as may make 
that noble Lord who is taken with her beauty turn 
his designs to such as are honourable." Here 
Parisatis heard her niece nestle closer to the key- 
hole : she then goes on, " Make her the joyftil 
mother of a numerous and wealthy offspring ; 
and let her carriage be such, as may make this 
noble youth expect the blessings of a happy mar- 
nage, from the singularity of her life, in this loose 
censorious age." ^Miss, having heard enough^ 
sneaks off for fear of discovery, and immediately 
at her glass alters the sitting of her head ; then 
pulls up her tucker, and forms herself into the 
exact manner of Lindamiri ; in a word, becomes 
a sincere convert to every thing that is commen- 
dable in a fine young lady ; and two or three 
such matches, as her aunt fei^ed in her devo- 
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lions, afe at this day in her choice. This is the 
history and origmal cause of Pastorella's conver- 
sion from coquetry. The prudence in the ma- 
nagement ot this young lady's temper, and good 
judgment of it, is hardly to be exceeded. I 
scarce remember a greater instance of forbear- 
ance of the usual peevish way with which the 
aged treat the young than this, except that of 
our famous Noy, whose good nature went so far, 
as to make him put off his admonitions to his 
son, even until after his death ; and did not give 
him his thoughts of him until he came to read 
that memorable passage in his will : " All the 
rest of my estate,'* says he, " I leave to my son 
Edward (who is executor of this my will), to be 
squandered as he shall think fit : I leave it him 
for that purpose, and hope no better from him." 
A generous disdsdn, and reflection upon how 
little hfe desei*yed from so excellent a father, re- 
formed the young man, and made Edward from 
an arrant r£ike become a fine gentleman. 

St. James's Caffee-hause, April 29. 

Letters from Portugal of the eighteenth instant, 
dated from Estremos, say, that on the sixth the 
Earl of Galloway arrived at that place, and had 
the satisfaction to sec the quarters well furnished 
with all manner of provisions, and a quantity of 
bread sufficient for subsisting the troops for sixty 
days, besides biscuits for twenty-five days. The 
enemy give out, that they i^hall bring into the 
field fourteen recimcnts of horse, and twenty- 
four battalions. The troops in the service of Por- 
tugal will make up 14,000 foot, and 4000 horse. 
On the day these letters were dispatched, the 
Earl of Galloway received advice, that the Mar- 
!^ub de Bay was preparing for some enterprise, bjr 
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gathering his troops together on the frontiers : 
whereupon his Excellency resolved to go that 
same night to Villa Viciosa^ to assemble the> 
troops in that neighbourhood, in order to disap- 
point his designs. 

Yesterday in the evening Captsdn Foxton, aid- 
de-camp to Major-General Cadogan, arrived here 
express from the Duke of Marlborough. And 
this day a mail is come in with letters from Brus-^ 
sels of the sixth of May, N. S. which advise^ 
that the enemy had drawn together a body, con- 
sisting of 20,000 men, with a design, as was sup- 
posed, to intercept the great convoy on the march 
towards lisle, which was safely arrived at Menin 
and Courtray, in its way to that place, the French 
having retired without making any attempt. 

We hear from the Hague, that a person of the 
first quality is arrived in the Low Countries from 
France, in order to be a Plenipotentiary in an en^^ 
suing treaty of peace. 

Letters from France acknowledge, that Moh- 
sieur Bernard has made no higher offers of satis* 
fiction to his creditors than of 351. per cent. 

These advices add, that the Marshal Boufflerti^ 
Monsieur Torcy (who distinguished himself for- 
meiiy, by advising the Court of France to adhei^ 
to the treaty of Partition), and Monsieur d'Har* 
court (who negotiated with Cardinal Portocarrero 
for the succession of the Crown of Spain in the 
liouse of Bourbon), are all three joined in a com- 
mission for a treaty of peace. The Marshal is 
come to Ghent ; the other two are arrived at the. 
Hague. 

It is confidently reported here, that the Right 
Honourable the Lord Townshend is to go with 
his Grace the Duke of Marlborough kito H«N 
iShd. 
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*^,i* Mr. BickerstafT has received the epistles 
of Mrs. Rebecca Wagstaff, Timothy PikestaiB^ 
and Wagstaff, which he will acknowledge farther 
a4 occasion shall serve. 
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nottri eat farrago UbelU. 

Juv. Sat. 1. 85j'8$. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley ]>aper seizes for its theme. P, 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 

Mr. BiCKERSTAFF. 

From my own Apartment ^ May 1. 

Mt^ brother Isaac, having a sudden occasion to 
o out of town, ordered me to take upon me the 
ispatch of the next advices from home with liber- 
ty to speak in my own way, not doubting the al- 
lowances which would be given to a writer of my 
«ex. You may be sure I imdertook it with much 
satisfaction ; and I confess, I am not a little pleased 
with the opportunity of running over all the pa- 
pers in Ms closet, which he has left open for my 
use on this occasion. The first that 1 lay my 
hands on, is a treatise coiM:eming " the empire 
of beauty,** and the effects it has had in all na- 
tions of the world, upon the public and private ac- 
tions of men; with an appendix, which he calls, 
*' The bachelor's scheme for governing his wife." 
The first thing he makes this gentleman propose 
Is that she shall be no woman ; for she is to have 
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an aversion to balls, to operas, to visits ; she is to 
think his company sufficient to fill up all the hours 
©f life with great satisfaction; she is never to be- 
lieve any other man wise, learned or valiant; or, 
at least, but in a second degree. In the next place, 
he intends she shall be a cuckold ; but expects, 
that he himself must live in a perfect security from 
that terror. He dwells a great while on instruc- 
tions for her discreet behaviour, in ca&e of his 
falsehood. I have not patience with these unrea- 
sonable expectations, therefore turn back to the 
treatise itself. Here, indeed, ray brother deduces 
all the revolutions among men from the passion of 
love ;. and in his preface answers that usual obser- 
vation against us, " that there is no quarrel with- 
out a woman in it;" with a gallant assertion, that 
"there is nothing else worth quarrelling for.'* 
My brother is of a complexion truly amorous ; all 
his thoughts and actions carry in them a tincture 
of that obliging inclination; ahd this turn has open- 
ed his eyes to see, that we are not the inconside- 
rable creatures which unlucky pretenders to our 
favour would insinuate. He observes, that no man 
begins to make any tolerable figure until he sets 
out with the hopes of pleasing some one of us: 
no sooner he takes that in hand, but he pleases ev- 
ery one else by the bye. It has an immediate ef- 
fect upon his behaviour. There is Colonel Ranter, 
who never spoke without an oath, until he saw the 
Lady Betty Modish; now, never gives. his man an 
order, but it is," Pray, Tom, do it.** The drain^ers^ 
where he drinks live in perfect happiness. He 
asked Will at the George the other day, how he 
did ? Where he used to say, " Damn it, it is so ;'* 
he now " believes there is some mistake ; he must 
confess, he is of another opinion ; but, however, he 
will aii|iD»ist.'* 



t5f TATLBR. K0.HI 

Every temper, except downright insiind) is to 
be animated and softened by the influence of 
beauty : but of this untractable sort is a lifeless 
handsome fellow that visits us^ whom I have dres- 
sed at this twelvemonth; but he is as insensible 
of all the arts I use, as if he conversed all that 
time with his nurse. He out-does our whole sex 
in all the faults our enemies impute to us ; he 
has brought laadness inta an opinion, and makes 
his indolence his philosophy ; msomuch that, no 
longer ago than yesterday in the evening he gave 
me this account of himself: ^< I am, Madam, per- 
fectly unmoved at all that passes among men, and 
seldom g^ve myself the fatigue of going among 
them ; but when I do, I always appear the same 
thing to those whom I converse with. My hours 
of existence, or being awake, are from eleven in 
the morning to eleven at night; half of which I 
live to myself, in picking my teeth, washing my 
hands, paring my nails, and looking in the glass. 
The insigni£cancy of my manners to the rest of 
the world, makes the laughers call me a Quid- 
nunc ; a phrase which I neither understand, nor 
shall ever inquire what they mean by it The last 
of me each night is at St. James's coffee-house, 
where I converse ; yet never fall into a dispute on 
any occasion ; but leave the understanding I have 
passive of all that goes through it, without enter- 
ing into the business of life. And thus, Madam, 
have I arrived, by laziness, to what others pretend 
to by philosophy, a perfect neglect of the world.'* 
Sure, if our sex had the liberty of frequenting 
public-houses and conversations, we should put 
these rivals of our faults and follies out of coun- 
tenance However, we shall soon have the plea# 
sure of being acquainted with them one way or 
ethers for my brother Isaac designs, for the use 
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of our sex, to give the exact characters of all the 
chief politicians who frequent any of the coffee- 
houses from St James's to the Exchange ; but 
designs to begin with that cluster of wise heads, 
as they are found sitting every evening from the 
left side of the fire, at the Smyrna, to the door. 
This will be of great service to us, and I have 
authority to promise an exact journal of their de- 
liberations; the publication of which I am to be 
allowed for pin-money In the mean time, I cast 
my eye upon a new book, which gave me more 
pleasing entertainment, being a sixth part of 
Miscellaily Poems published by Jacob Tonson,* 
which I find, by my brother's notes upon it, no 
way inferior to the other volumes. There is, it 
seems, in this, a collection of the best pastorals 
that have hitherto appeared in England; but 
among them none superior 16 that dialogue be- 
tween Sylvia and Dorinda, written by one of my 
own sex ;t where all our little weaknesses are 
laid open in a manner more just, and with truer 
raillery, than ever man yet hit upon. 

Only this I now discern. 
From the things thou'dst have me learb^ 
That womankind's peculiar joys 
From past or present beauties rise. 

But, to re-assume my first design, there cannot 
be a greater instance of tlie command of females, 
than in the prevailing charms of the heroine in 
the play, which was acted this night, called All 
for Love ; or. The world well lost. The ena- 
moured Anthony resigns glory and power to the 
force of the attractive Cleopatra, whose charms 
•were the defence of her diadem against a people 
ot^emise invincible. It is so natural for women 

t |uflfiu|)ly ealled Dry den's collection. 

f iBy Mrs, EUzAbeth Singer, afterwards Mrs. Rowe. 

VOL, I. O . 
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to talk of theinselves, that it is to be hoped, all 
my own sex at least will pardon me, that I could 
fall into no other discourse. If we have dieir fii- 
vour, we give ourselves very little anxiety for tbe 
rest of our readers. I believe, I see a sentence 
of Latiti in my brother's day-book of wit, which 
seems applicable on this occadon,and in contempt 
of the critics, 



'TrUHtiam & metua 



7radam protervia in mave Creticum^ 

Portare ventis. Hon. I Od. rxvi. % 

No boding fears shall break my rest. 

Nor anxious cares invade my breast ; 

PufFthem, ye wanton gales, away. 

And plunge them in the Cretan sea. R. Wystne. 

But I am interrupted by a packet from Mr. Kid- 
ney, from St. James's coffee-house, which I am 
obliged to insert in the very style and words which 
Mr. Kidney uses in his letter. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 2. 

We are advised by letters from Bern, dated the 
first instant, N. S. that the Duke of Berwick ar- 
rived at Lyons the twenty-fifth of the last month, 
and conf:inued his jouniey the next day to visit 
the passes of the mountains, and other posts in 
Dauphin6 and Provence. These letters also in- 
formed us, that the miseries of the people in 
France are heightened to that degree, that unless 
a peace be speedily concluded, half of that king- 
dom would perish for want of bread. On the 
twenty-fourth, the Marshal de Thesse passed 
through Lyons, in his way to Versailles; and 
two battalions, which were marching from Alsace 

* The humour of Mrs. Jenny Distafifs Latin quotation 
rises out of the similarity betweea the words Creticum and 
Criticum* 
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to reinfi^rce the army of the Duke of Berwick, 
passed also through .that place. Those troops 
were to be followed by six battalions more. 

Letters from Naples to the sixteenth of April 
say, that the Marquis de Prie's son was arrived 
there, with instructions from his father, to signify 
to the Viceroy the necessity his Imperial Majesty 
was under of desiring an aid from that kingdom 
for carrying on the extraordinary expenses <$ the 
Irar. On the fourteenth of the same month, 
they made a review of the Spanish troops in that 
garrison, and afterwards of the marines ; one part 
of whom will embark with those designed for Bar* 
ceIona,and the rest are to be sent onboard the gal« 
leys appointed to convoy provisions to that place. 

We hear from Rome, by letters dated the twen- 
tieth of April, that the Count de Mellos, Envoy 
from the king of Portugal, had made his public 
entry into that city with much state and magnifi- 
cence. The Pope has lately held two other 
consistories, wherein he made a promotion of 
two Cardinals; but the acknowledgment of King 
Charles is still deferred. 

Letters from other parts of Italy advise us, that 
the Doge of Venice continues dangerously ill; 
that the Prince de Carignan, having relapsed into 
a violent fever, died the twenty-third of April, in 
his eightieth year. 

Advices from Vienna of the twenty-seventh of 
Afxil import, that the Archbishop of Saltzburg i^ 
dead, who is succeeded by Count Harrach, tor- 
meriy Bishop of Vienna, and for these last three 
years coadjutor to the said Archbishop; and that 
Prince Maximilian of Litchtenstein is likewise 
departed this life at his country seat called Cro^ 
maw, in Moravia. These advices add, that the 
Ginperor has named Count Zinzendorf, Count 
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Goes, and Monsieur Consbruck, for his plenipo- 
tentiaries in an ensuing treaty of peace ; and tiiey 
hear from Hungary, that the Imperialists have had 
several successful skirmishes with the malcon- 
tents. 

Letters from Paris, dated May the sixth, say 
that the Marshal de Thesse arrived there on the 
twenty-ninth of the last month, and that the Che- 
valier de Beuil was sent thither by Don Pedro 
Ronquillo with advice, that the confederate squad- 
ron appeared before Alicant on the seventeenth, 
and, having fdr some time cannonaded the city, 
endeavoured to land some troops for the relief of 
the castle ; but General Stanhope, finding the 
passes well guarded, and the enterprise danger- 
ous, demanded to capitulate for the castle ; which 
being granted him, the garrison, consisting of 600 
regular troops, marched out with their arms and 
baggage the day following ; and being received 
on board, they immediately set sail for Barcelona^ 
These letters, add, that the march of the French 
and Swiss regiments is further deferred for a few 
days ; and that the Duke of Noailles was just rea-* 
dy to set out for Roussillon, as well as the Count 
de Bezons for Catalonia. 

The same advices say, bread was sold at Pari» 
for sixpence a pound ; and that there ^vas not 
half enough, even at that rate, to supply the neces- 
sities of the people, which reduced them to the 
utmost despair ; that 300 men had taken up arms, 
and, having plundered the market of the suburb 
of St. Germain, pressed down by their multitude 
the king's guards who opposed them. Two of 
those mutineers were afterwards seized and con- 
demned to death ; but four others went to the 
magistrate who pronounced that sentence, and 
fold him, he must expect to answer with his own^ 
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life for those of their comrades. AH order and 
«ense of government being thus lost among the 
enraged people ; to keep up a show of authority, 
the captain of the guards, who saw all their inso- 
lence, pretended, that he had represented to the 
king their deplorable condition, and had obtained 
their pardon. It is further reported, that the 
Dauphin and Dutchess of Burgundy, as they went 
to the opera, were surrounded by crowds of peo- 
ple, who upbraided them with their neglect of 
the general calamity, in going to diversions, when 
the whole people were ready to perish for want 
<vf bread. Edicts are daily published to sup« 
press these riots ; and papers, with menaces 
against the government, as publicly thrown about 
Among others, these words were dropped in a 
courTof justice, " France wants a Ravilliac or a 
Jesuit to deliver her." Besides this universal 
distress, there is a contagious sickness, which, it 
is feared, will end in a pestilence. Letters from 
Bourdeaux bring accounts no less lamentable: 
the peasants are driven by hunger from their 
abodes into that city, and make lamentations in 
the streets without redress. 

We are advised by letters from the Hague, da- 
ted the tenth instant, N. S. that, on the sixth, the 
Marquis de Torcy arrived there from Paris; 
but the passport, by which he came, having been 
sent blank by Monsieur Rouille, he was there 
two days before his quality was known. That 
vunister offered to communicate to Monsieui* 
Heinsius the prbposab which he had ta make ; 
but the Pensionary refused to see them, and 
said, he would signify it to the States, who depu- 
ted some of their own body to acquaint him, that 
they would enter into no negotiation until the ar« 
riri} of his grace the Duke of Marlborough and 
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the other ministers of the alliaiice» Prince Eu- 
gene was expected there the twelfth instant from 
Brussels. It is said) that besides Monsieur de 
Torcy, and Monsieur Pajoty director-general of 
the posts, there are two or three persons at the 
Hague whose names are not known; but it is 
supposed, that the Duke d'Alba, ambassador from 
the Duke of Anjou, was one of them. The 
States have sent letters to all the cities of the 
provinces, desiring them to send their deputies to 
receive the propositions of peace made by the 
court of France. 

*^* In the absence of Mr. Bickerstaff, Mrs, 
Distaff has received Mr. Nathaniel Broomstick's 
letter. 
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Quicquid agtmt hominei 

noatri est farrago libelU. 

Juv. Sat I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

Wilh* Caffee-hmsey May 3. 

A KINSMAN has sent me a letter, wherein he 
informs me, he had lately resolved to write an 
heroic poem, but by business has been interrupt- 
ed, and has only made one similitude, which he 
should be afflicted to have wholly lost ; and begs 
of me to apply it to something, being very desi- 
rous to see it well placed in the world. I am so 
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i^illing to help the distresiied, thati Iiave taken it 
in : but, though his greater genius might very- 
well distinguish his verses from mine, I have 
marked where his begin. His lines are a des- 
cription of the sun in eclipse, which I know no- 
thing more like than a brave man in sorrow, who 
bears it as he should, without imploring the pity 
of his friends, or being dejected with the con- 
tempt of his enemies : a$ in the case of Cato. 

When all the globe to Csesar's fortane bow'd, 
€tito alone his empire disallow'd ; 
AVith inborn strength alone oppos'd mankind, 
With UeaT'n in Tiew, to all below it blind ; 
Begardless of his friends' applause, or moan. 
Alone triumphant, since be falls alone.* 

" Thus vfkeii the Ruler of the genial day 
Behind some darkening planet forms his ivay. 
Desponding mortals, with officious care, 
7he concave drum and magic brass prepare ; 
Implore him to sustain th^ important fight, 
And save depending worlds from endless night ; 
Fondly they hope their labour may avail 
'To ease his conflict, and assist his toil. 
Whilst he, in beams of native splendor bright,' 
(Though dark his orb appear to human sig' 
Shines to the gods with more difiusive Ugh 
To distant stars with equal glory burns, 
I'nflames their lamps, and feeds their golden urns. 
Sure to retain his known superior tra6t. 
And proves the more illustrious by defect." 

This is a very lively image ; but I must take 
the liberty to say, my kinsman drives the sun a lit- 
tle like Phaeton : he has all the warmth of Phoe- 
bus, but will not stay for his direction of it. ^vail 
and toil, defect and tracts will never do for rhymes. 
But, however, he has the true spirit in him ; for 
which reason I was willing to entertain any thing 
he pleased to send me. The subject which he 
writes upon naturally raises great reflexions in the 

• Th<j verses are by Mr. Jabcz Huglies. 
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gouly and puts us in mind of the mixed condition 
which we mortals are to support ; which) as it 
^raries to good or bad, adorns or defiices our actions 
to the beholders : all which glory and shame must 
end in, what we so much repine at, death. But 
doctrines on this Qccasidn, any other than that of 
Jiying well, are the most insignificant and most 
empty of all the labours of men. None but a tra- 
ge£an can die by rule, and wait till he discovers a 
plot or says a fine thing upon his exit. In real life, 
this is a chimera ; and by noble spirits it will be 
done decently, without the ostentation of it. We 
see men of all conditions and characters go through 
it with equal resolution ; and if we consider tlie 
speeches of the mighty philosophers, heroes, law- 
givers, and great captains, they can produce no 
more in a discerning spirit, than rules to make a 
man a fop on his death -bed. Commend me to that 
natural greatness of soul, expressed by an inno- 
cent, and consequently resolute country-fellow, 
who said in the pains of the cholic, " If I once 
get this breath out of my body, you shall hang me 
before you put it in agjun." Honest Ned ! and so 
he died.* 

But it is to be supposed, that from this place 
you may expect an account of such a thing as a 
new play is not to be omitted. That acted this 
n^^ht is the newest that ever was writ. The au- 
thor is my ingenious friend Mr. Thomas Durfey. 
This Drama is called, " The Modem Prophets,'* 
and is a most unanswerable satire against the late 
spirit of enthusiasm. The writer had by long 
experience observed that, in company, very grave 
discourses had been followed by bawdry; and 
i^erefore has turned the humour that way with 

* Thb Ned WAS a farmer of Anthony Henley> Esq. vfho 
Dtentions this iiijw$o(h\Biii a letter lo Swift. 
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great success, and taken from his audience all 
manner of superstition, by the agitations of pretty- 
Mrs. Bignell, whom he has, with great subtlety, 
made a lay-sister, as 'yvell as a prophetess ; by 
which means she carries on the affairs of both 
worlds with great success. My friend designs to 
^ on with another work against wiivter, which he 
imends to call, " The Modem Poets,*' a people 
no less mistaken in their opinions of being inspi- 
red, than the other. In order to this, he has by 
kim seven songs, besides many ambiguities, 
which cannot be mistaken for any thing but what 
he means them. Mr. Durfey genei'ally writes 
atate-plays, and is wonderfully useful to the wo^ld 
in such representations. This method is the 
same that was used by the old Athenians, to laugh 
out of countenance, or promote, opinions among 
the people. My friend has therefore, against this 
pky is acted for his benefit, made two dances, 
which may be also of an universal benefit. In the 
first he has represented absolute power in the per- 
son of a tall man with a hat and feather, who givesr 
his first minister, that stands just before him, an 
huge kick; the minister gives the kick to the 
next before ; and so to the end of the stage* In 
this moral andj>ractical jest, you are made to un- 
dei*stand, that there is, in an absolute government, 
no gratification, but giving the kick you receive 
from one above you, to one below you. This is 
performed to a grave and melancholy air ; but on 
a sudden the tune moves quicker, and tlie whole 
company fall into a circle, and take hands ; and 
then, at a certain sharp note, they move round, 
and kick as kick can. This latter performance 
he makes to be the representation ^f a free state ; 
where, if you mind all your steps, you may go 
round and round very jollily, with a motion 
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pleasant to yourselves and those you dance 
with : rtay, if you put yourselves out, at the worst 
you only kick and are kicked like friends and 
equals. 

JV*om mif own Apartment, May 4. 

Of all the vanities under the sun, I confess that 
of being proud of one's birth is the greatest. At 
the same t^me, since, in this unreasonable age, by 
the force of prevailing custom, things in which 
men have no hand are imputed to them; and 
that I am used by some people, as if Isaac Bick- 
erstaff, though I write myself JS^ywrff, was nobo- 
dy : to set the world right in that particular, I^ 
shall give you my genealogy, as a kinsman of 
ours has sent it me from the Herald's Office. It 
%8 certain, and observed by the wisest writers, 
that there are women who are not nicely chaste^ 
and men not severely honest, in all families; 
therefore let those who may be apt to raise as- 
persions upon ours, please to give us as impar- 
tial an account of their own, and we shall be satis- 
fied. The business of heralds is a matter of so 
l^reat nicety, that, to avoid mistakes, I shall give 
you my cousin's letter, verdatimj without altering 
a syllsible. 

<' Dear Cousik, 

" Since you have been pleased to make your- 
self so &mous of late, by your ingenious wri- 
tings, and some time ago by your learned predic- 
tions : since Partridge, of immortal memory, is 
dead and gone, who, poetical as he was, could not 
miderstand his own poetry ; and philomatical as 
he was, could not read his own destiny : since the 
pope, the king of France, and great part of his • 
^urt, are either literally or metaphorically de- 
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iunct : since, I say, these things (not foretold by 
any one but yourself ) have come to pass after so 
surprising a manner ; it is with no small concern 
I see the original of the Stafiian race so little 
known in the world as it is at this time ; for 
which reason, as you have employed your stu- 
dies in astronomy, and the occult sciences, so 
, my mother being a Welsh woman, dedicated 
mine to genealogy, particularly that of our own 
femily, which, for its antiquity and number, may 
challenge any in Great Britain. The Staffs are^ 
originally of Staffordshire, which took its namb 
from them : the first that I find of the Staffs was 
one Jacobstaff, a famous and renowned astrono* 
mer, who, by Dorothy his wife, had issue seven 
sons, viz. BickerstafF, Longstaff, Wagstaff, Quar- 
terstaff, Whitestaff, Falstaff, and Tipstaff. He 
also had a younger brother, who was twice mar- 
ried, and had five sons, viz. Distaff, Pikestaff, 
Mopstaff, Broomstaff, and Raggedstaff. As for 
the branch from whence you spring, I shall say 
very little of it, only that it is the chief of the 
Staffs, and called BickerstafF, quasi Biggerstaff ; 
as much as to say, the Great Staff, or Staff of 
Staffs ; and that it has applied itself to astronomy 
with great success, after the example of oup 
aforesaid forefather. The descendants from Long- 
staff, the second son, were a rakish disorderly sort 
of people, and rambled from one place to ano- 
ther, until, in the time of Harry the Second, they 
settled in Kent, and were called Long-Tails, from 
the Long-Tails which were sent them as a pu- 
nishment for the murder of Thomas a-Becket, as 
the legends say. They have ahvays been sought 
after by the ladies ; but whether it be to show 
their aversion to popery, or their love to miracles, 
I cannot say. The Wagstaffs are a merry 
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thoughtless sort of people, who have always beem 
opinionated of then* own wit ; they have turned 
themselves mostly to poetry. This is the most 
numerous branch of our family, and the poorest. 
The Quarterstaffs ai'e most of them prize-fighters 
or deer-stealers : there have been somaayof them 
hanged lately, that there are very few of that 
branch of our family left. The Whiteslaffs* are 
all courtiers, and have had veiy considerable pla- 
ces. There have been some of them of that 
strength and dexterity, that five hundredf of the 
ablest men in the kingdom have often tugged in 
vain to pull a staff out of their hands. The Fal- 
stafFs are strangely given to whoiing and drink- 
ing : there are abuiidance of them in and about 
London. One thing is very remarkable of tbis 
branch, and that is, there are just as many women 
as men in it. There was a wicked stick of wood 
of this name in Harry the Fourth's time,, one Sir 
John FalstafF. As for Tipstaff, the youngest son, 
he was an honest fellow ; but his sons, and his 
sons' sons, have all of them been the veriest 
ix)gues living : it is this unlucky branch that has 
stocked the nation with that swarm of lawyers, 
attorneys, sergeants, and bailiffs, with which the 
nation is over-run. Tipstaff, being a seventh son, 
used to cure the king's evil ; but his rascally 
descendants are so far from having that healing 
quality, that, by a touch upon the shoulder, they 
give a man such an ill habit of body, that he can 
never come abroad afterwards. This is all I 
know of the line of Jacobstaff; his younger bro- 

* An allusion to the staff that is carried, as an ensign of hi^ 
office, by the first Lord of the Treasury, w!io is afterward* 
Jiumorously compared by Steele to ''an emmet distioguisk^ 
ed from his fellows by a white su*aw." 

t The HoHse of Commons., 
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ther Isaacstaffv as I told you before, had fivesons, 
and was married twice ; his first wife was a Statf 
(for they did not stand upon false heraldry in those 
days) by whom he had one son, who, in process of 
time, being a schoolmaster and well read in the 
Greek, called himself Distaff or Twicestaff, He 
was not very rich, so he put his children out to 
trades ; and the Distafifs have ever since been 
employed in the woollen and linen manufactures, 
except myself, who am a genealogist. Pikestaff, 
the eldest son by the second venter^ was a nian of 
business, a downright plodding fellow, and withal 
so plain, that he became a proverb. Most of this 
family are at present in the army. Raggedstaff 
was an unlucky boy, ond used to tear his clothes 
in getting birds nests, and was always playing 
with a tame bear his father kept. Mopstaff fell 
in love with one of his father's maids, and used 
to help her to clean the house. Broomstaff was 
a chimney-sweeper. The Mopstaffs and Broom* 
staffs are naturally as, civil people as ever went 
out of doors ; but alas ! if they once get into ill 
hands, they knock down all before them. Pil- 
grimstaff ran away from his friends, . and went 
strolling about the country : and Pipestatf was a 
wine-cooper. These two were the unlawful is- 
sue of Longstaff. 

"N.B. The Canes, the Clubs, the Cudgel?, 
the Wands, the Devil upon two Sticks*, and one 
Bread, tliat goes by the name of the Staff of Life^ 
are none of our relations. I am dear Cousin, 

'* Your humble servant, 
from the Herald's Office, a X). DiSTAFF.'* 

May 1, 1709. 

* An aUnBion to the/< Diablo Boitetfx" af Lc Sgge* 
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St. James*s Coffee-house, May 4. 

As political news is not the principal subject 
on which we treat, we are so happy as to hav^ 
no occasion for that art of cookery which our 
brother newsmongers so much excel in 2 as ap- 
pears by their excellent and inimitable manner 
of dressing up a second time for your taste the 
same dish which they gave you the day before, in 
case there come over no new pickles from Hol- 
land. Therefore, when we have nothing to say 
to you from courts and camps, we hope still to 
give you somewhat new and curious from our- 
selves : the women of our house,^ upon occasion, 
being capable of carrying on the business, ac- 
cording to the laudable custom of the wives in 
Holland ; but without funher preface, take what 
we have not mentioned in our former relations. 

I-.etters from Hanover, of .the thirtieth of the 
last month, say, that the Prince Royal of Prussia 
arrived there on the fifteenth, and left that court 
onthe second of this month, in. pursuit of his 
journey to Flanders, where he inakes the ensuing 
campaign. Those advices add, that the young 
Prince Nassau, hereditary governor of Fries- 
land, celebrated on the twenty-sixth of the last 
month his marriage with the beauteous Princess 
of Hesse-Cassel, with a pomp and magnificence 
suitable to their age and quality. 

Letters from Paris say, his most Christian Ma- 
jesty retired to Marly on the first instant, N. S. 
and our last advices from Spain inform us, that 
the Prince of Asturias had made his public entry 
into Madrid in great splendor. The Duke of 
Anjou has given Don Joseph Hai*tado de Amara* 
ga the government of Terra firma de Veraguat 
and the presidency of Pansuxu^ in America. They - 
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add, that the forces commanded by the Marquis 
de Bay have been reinforced by six battalions of 
Spanish Wallopn guards. Letters from Lisbon 
advise, that the army of the king oi Portugal was 
at Elvas on the twenty*second of the last month, 
and would decamp on the twenty-fourth, in order 
to inarch upon the enemy who lay at Badajos. 

Yesterday, at four in the morning, his grace 
the Duke of Mfurlborough set out for Margate, 
and embarked for Holland at eight in the morning. 

Yesterday also Sir George Thorold was de* 
elared Alderman of Cordwainers Ward, in the 
room of his brother Sir Charles Thor^dy de- 
ceased. 

Advef*tiaemmL 

*»* Any Ladies who have any particular stories 
j0f their acquaintance, which they are willing 
privately to make public, may send them by the 
jpcnny-post to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. enclosed td 
Mr. John Morphcw, near Stationers Hall. 
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Quicfttid a^^t homines^ 

nostri eat farrago UbeUL 

Jvv. Sat L 85^ 86. 

Whatever me&do^ oraaj» ortkink, ordreanif 
Our moUey paper seizes for its theme. P. 

May 5. 

When a man has engaged to keep a stage- 
coach, he is obliged, whether he has passengers 
ernot^ to set out : thus it fares vrith vl% weekly 
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historians ; but indeed, for my particular, I hope,, 
1 shall soon have little more to do in this work, 
than to publish what is sent me from suchas have 
leisure and capacity for giving delight, and being 
pleased in an elegant manner. The present 
grandeur of the British nation might make us 
expect, that we should rise in our public di^r- 
sions, and manner of enjoying life, in proportion 
to our advancement in glory and power. Instead 
of that, survey this town, and you will find rakes 
and debauchees are your men of pleasure ; 
thoughtlefis atheists and illiterate drunkards call 
themselves freethinkers ; and gamesters, ban- 
terers, biters, swearers, and twenty new-bom in- 
sects more, are, in their several species, the mo- 
dern men of wit. Hence it is, that a man who 
has been out of town but one half yeai', has lost the 
language, and must have some friend to stand 
by him, and keep him in countenance for talking 
common sense. To-day I saw a short interlude 
at White's of this nature, which I took notes of, 
and put together as well as I could in a public 
place. The persons of the drama are Pip, the 
last gentleman that has been made so at cards ; 
Trimmer, a person half undone at them, and 
who is now between a cheat and a gentleman j 
Acorn, an honest Englishman of good plain sense 
and meaning: and j^ir. Friendly, a reasonable 
man pf the jtpwi). 

White's Chocolate^himse, May 5. 
Enter Pip, Trimmer, and Acorn. 

Ac. What is the matter, gentlemen ; what ! 
take no notice of an old friend ? 

Pifi* Pox on it ! do not talk to me, I am voTr-» 
cled by the county and cursedly out of bumourr 
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Ac^^ Vomfeled I pr 'ythee^ Trimmer, what does 
•he m^i by that I 

TflK Have a care, Hany, speak softly ; do 
not^row your ignorance !-— if you do, they will 
BiTB|rou wherever they meet you, they are such 
cursed curs-^-^he present wits. 

Ac, Bite me ! what do you mean ? 

Pifi, Why \ do not you know what biting \& ? 
nay, you are in the right on it However, one 
would learn it only to defend one's self against 
men of wit^ as one would know the tricks of 
play, to be secure againts the cheats. But do 
not you hear. Acorn, that report^ that some poten- 
tates of the alliance have taken care of themr 
selves exclusively of us ? 

Ac, How! Heaven forbid ! after all our glo- 
rious victories i all the expense of blood and 
treasure ! 

Pifi, Bite! 

Ac, Bite ! how ? 

Trim. Nay, he has ^i7 you fairly enough, 
that is certain. 

Ac, Pox ; I do not feel it H ow ? where ? 

[Exeunt Pip and Trimmer laughing, 

Ac, Ho ! Mr. Friendly, your most humble 
servant ; you heard what passed between those 
fine gentlemen and me. Pip complained to me 
that he had been voweled ^ and they tell me I 
am BIT. 

Friend, You are to understand, 1^, that sim- 
plicity of behaviour, which is the perfection of 
good breeding and good ^ense, is utterly lost in 
the world ; and in the room of it there are started 
a thousand little inventions, which men, barren of 
better things, take up in the pkfcce of it. Thus 
for every character in conversation tiiat used to 
please; diere is an iisiMstor put upon you. Huxv 
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iprhom wc allowed, formerly, for a certain pleasant 
subtihy, and natural way of giving you an unex- 
pected hit, called a Drolls is now mimickW by a 
JBUer^ who is a dull fellow, that tells you a lie jirith 
flt grave face, and laughs at you for knowing him 
no better than to believe him. Instead of that 
sort of companion who could rally you, and keep 
his countenance, until he made you fall into some 
little inconeistency of behaviour, at which you 
yourself could laugh with him, you have the sneer- 
er, who will keep you company from morning to 
night, to gather your £Dllies of the day (which per- 
haps you commit out of confidence in him) and 
expose you in the evening to all the scorners in 
town For your man of sense and free spirit, 
whose set of thoughts were built upon learning, 
reason, and experience, yx)u have now an impu- 
dent creature made up of vice only, who supports 
his ignorance by his courage, and want of learning 
by contempt of it. 

M^ Dear Sir, hold : what you have told me al- 
ready of this change in conversation is too mise- 
rable to be heard with any delight; but methinks, 
as these new creatures appear in the world, it 
might giv^ an excellent field to writers for the 
stage, to divert us with the representation of them 
there. 

Friend, No, no ; a9 you say, there might be some 
hopes of redress of these grievances, if there were 
proper care taken of the theatre ; but the history 
of that is yet more lamentable than that of the de- 
cay of conversation I gave you. 

Ac^. Pray, Sir, a little. I have not been in town 
these six years, until within this fortnight. 

Friends It is now some time since several re- 
irolutions in the gay world had made the empire of 
ihi^ Stage subject to very f$i|al convulsions; \vh|pb 
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were too dangerous to be cured by the skill of lit- 
tle King Oberon*, who then sat in the throne of it^ 
The laziness of this Prince threw him u|)on the 
choice of a person who was fit to spend his life in 
contentions, an able and profound attorney, to 
whom he mortgaged his whole empire. This Di- 
vitot is the most skilful of all politicians ; he has a 
perfect art in being unintelligible in discourse, and 
uncomeatable in business. But he, having no un- 
derstanding in this polite way, brought in upon us, 
to get in his money, ladder-dancers, rope-dancers, 
jugglers, and mountebanks, to strut in the place 
of Shakspeare's heroes,and Johnson's humourists. 
When the seat of wit was thus mortgaged with- 
out equity of redemption, an architect J arose, who 
has built the Muse a new palace, but secured her 
no retinue ; so that, instead of action there, we 
have been put off by song and dance. This lat- 
ter help of sound has also begun to fail for want 
of voices ; therefore the palace has since been put 
into the hands of a surgeon, who cuts any foreign 
fellow into an eunuch,§ and passes him upon us 
for a singer of Italy. 

>/ic. I will go out of town to-morrow. 

Friend. Things are come to this pass ; and 
yet the world will not understand, that the thea- 
tre has much the same effect on the maimers of 
the age, as the bank on the credit of the nation. 
Wit and spirit, humour and good sense, can never 
be revived but under the government of those 
who are judges of such talents ; who know, that 

• Mp. Owen or Mac Owen Swiney. 

t Christopher Rich. 

i Sir John Yanbrogh. 

§ John James Heydegger, Esq. styled here a surgeon, in 
allusion to the employment assigned to him : he had at that 
time the direction ojTthe Operas, as he had afterwards of the 
nuUqueradeB. 
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whatever is put up in their stead, is but a short 
and trifling expedient, to support the appearance 
of them for a season. It is possible^ a peace will 
give leisure to put these matters under new regu- 
lations ; but, at present, all the assistance we can 
see towards our recovery, ii as far from giving 
us help, as a poultice is from performing what 
can be done only by the grand elixir. 

Will's Cisffee-hauae, May 6. 

According to our late designs in the applauded 
verses on the morning,t which you lately had from 
hence, we proceed to improve that just intention, 
and present you with other labours, made proper 
to the place in which they were written. The 
' following poem comes from Copenhagen, and is 
as fine a winter-piece as we have ever had from 
any of the schools of the most learned painters. 
Such images as these give us a new pleasure in 
our sight, and fix upon our minds traces of re- 
flection, which accompany us whenever the like 
objects occur. In short excellent poetry and de- 
scription dwell upon us so agreeably, that all the 
readers of them are made to think, if not write, 
like men of wit. But it would be injury to de- 
tain you longer from this excellent performance, 
which is addressed to the Earl of Dorset by Mr. 
Philips, the author of several choice poems in 
Mr. Tonson's new Miscellany. 

# C^penkoffen, March 9, 1709. 

From frozen dimes, and endless tracts of snow. 
From 8t|*eam8 that Northern winds forbid toflov. 
What present shall the Mnse to Dorset brings 
Or how, so near the Pole, attempt to sine I 
The honj winter here eoneeals from stght 
JLll pleasiiif tijeats that to Ycraa iuvitc : 

t By Swift; 
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The bills and dales, and the d^lig^htfal woods^ 
The flow'ry plains, and silver-streaming floods. 
By snow disguised, in bright Confasion lie, 
And with one dazzling waste fatigue the eye. 

No gentle breathing breeze prepares the spring. 
No birds within the desert regions sing ; 
The ships unraov'd, the boisterous winds defy. 
While rattling chariots o'er the> ocean fly. 
The vast Leviathan wants room to play. 
And spout his waters in the face of day ; 
_7^he starving wolves along the main sea prowl, 
"And to the moon in icy valleys howl. 
For many a shining league the level main 
Here spreads itself into a glassy plain; 
There solid billows of enormous size, 
Alps of green ice, in wild disorder rise. 

And yet but lately have I seen, ev'n here. 
The winter in a lovely dress appear. 
Ere yet the clouds let fall the treasur'd snowj 
Or winds began thro' hazy skies to blow. 

At evening a keen Eastern breeze arose, J|^ 

And the descending rain unsuUy'd froze. ^^H 

Soon as the silent shades of night withdrew. 
The ruddy mom disclos'd at once to view 
The face of nature in a rich disguise. 
And brighten'd ev'ry object to my eyes : 
For every shrub, and every blade of grass, 
And every pointed thorn, seem'd wrought in glass | 
In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns show. 
While thro' the ice the crimson berries glow.^ 
The thick-sprung reeds the watery marshes yield 
Seem polish d lances in a hostile field. 
The stag in limpid currents, with surprise. 
Sees crystal branches on his forehead rise. 
The spreading oak, the beech, and towering pin^' 
Cilaz'd over, m the freezing aether shine ; 
The frighted birds the rattling branches ihiDi, 
That wave and glitter in the distant sun. 

When, if a sudden gust of wind arise. 
The brittle forest into atoms flies ; 
The crackling wood beneath the tempest bendt,* 
And in a spangled shower the prospect ends ; 
Or, if a Southern gale the region warm. 
And by degrees unbind the wintery charm. 
The traveller a miry country sees. 
And journeys sad beneath tlie dropping trees. 

Like some deluded peasant. Merlin leads 
TJbiro' fragrant bowers sad tfaro' delieious memds i 
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While here enebftftted gardens to him rite> 
And airj fabrics there attract his eyes. 
His wandering feet the magic paths pttrsue ; 
And while he thinks the fkir ilfiuioD true. 
The trackless scenes disperse in fluid air, 
And woods and wilds, and thornT ways appear : 
A tedious road the weary wretch returns. 
And as he goes, the trannent TisioB mourns. 

Firam my awn Apmi:menU May 6, 

There has a mail this day arrived from Holland ; 
but the matter of the advices importing rather 
vrhsX gives us great expectations, than anjr posi- 
tive assurances, I shall> for this time, decline 
giving you what I know ; and api^y the following 
verses of Mr. Dryden, in the second part of ^ Al- 
manzor/* to the present circumstances of thingSi 
A "v*^^^^^^ disco verii^ what my knowledge in astro- 
nomy suggests to me : 

When Empire in its childhood first appears, 
A watchful nite o'-ersees its tender years ; 
Till grown more fltrong, it thrusts and stretches oat. 
And elbows all the kingdoms round about : 
The place thus made for its first breathing free,. 
It moves a^^in for ease and luxury ; 
Till, swelhng by degrees, it has possest 
The greater space, and now crowds up the rest. 
When from behind there starts some petty 8t<|t^> 
And pushes on its now unwieldy fate ; 
Then down the precipice of time it goes, 
Aad sinks in miniites whioji^in aget rose. 
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No. 13. TUESDAY, MAY 10, iro9. 



Quicguid agun$ honantA 

noBtriettfanTag&UbelU. 

J uv. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do^ orsaj, or think, or dream. 
Oar motley paper seizes i'or its theme. P. 

From myi own Apartment, May 8. 

Much hurry and business has to-day perplexed 
me into a mood too thoughtful for going into 
company ; for which reason, instead of Sie tavern, 
I went into Lincoln*s4nn walks ; and, having ta- 
ken a round or two, I sat down, according to the 
allowed familiarity of these places, on a bench ; 
at the other end of which sat a venerable gentle- 
man, who, speaking with a very affable air, " Mr. 
Bickerstaff," said he, " I take it for a very great 
piece of good fortune that you have found me 
out." ^ Sir," said I, " I had never, that I know 
of, the honour of seeing you before." " That," 
replied he, ** is what I have often lamented ; but,, 
I assure you, I have for many years done you 
g^od offices, without being observed by you ; or 
else, when you had any little glimpse of my being 
concerned in an affair, you have fied from me^ 
and shunned me like an enemy ; but however, 
the part I am to act in the world is such, that I 
am to go on in doings good, though I meet with 
never so many repulses, even from those I oblige." 
This, thought I, shews a great good nature, but 
little judgment, in the persons upon whom he 
confers his ^sivours. He immedialeV^ \.wiViv«ci*o^^ 
tome that he observed, by twy c««svX.«vssHaK^'^- 
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thought him indiscreet in his beneficence ; and 
proceeded to tell me his quality in the following 
manner: " I know thee, Isaac, to be so well 
versed in the occult sciences, that I need not 
much preface, or make long preparations to gain 
your faith that there are airy beings who are em- 
ployed in the care and attendance of men, as 
nurses are to infants, tin til they come to an age 
in which they can act of themselves. These be- 
ings are usually called, amongst men guardian 
angels ; and, Mr, BickcrstafF, I am to acquaint 
you, that I am to be yours for some time to come ; 
it being our orders to vary our stations, and 
sometimes to have one patient under our protec- 
tion, and sometimes another, with a power of 
assuming what shape we please, to ensnare our 
wards into their own good. I have of late been 
upon such hard duty, and know you have somiich 
work for me, that I think fit to appear to you 
face to face, to desire you will give me as little 
occasion for vigilance as you can." " Sir," said 
I, " it will be a great instruction to me in my be- 
haviour, if you please to give me some account of 
your late employments, and what hardships or 
satisfactions you have had in them, that I may 
govern myself accordingly." He answered, " To 
give you an example of the drudgery we go 
through, I will entertain you only with my three 
last stations. I was on the first of April last 
put to mortify a great beauty, with whom I was 
a week ; from her I went to a common swearer, 
and have been last with a gamester. When I 
fii'st came to my lady, I found my great work 
was to guard well her eyes and ears ; but her 
flatterers were so numerous, and the house, af- 
ter the modern way, so full of looking glasses, 
that I seldom had her ai^fe bv\t. in her sleep. 
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Whenever we went abroad, we were surrounded 
by an^army of enemies ; when a well made man 
appeared, he was sure to have a side-glance of 
observation ; if a disagreeable fellow, he had a 
full face, out of mere inclination to conquests : 
but at the close of the evening, on the sixth of 
the last month, my ward w;as sitting on a couch, 
reading Ovid's Epistles ; and as she came to this 
line of Helen to Paris, 

*' She half consents who silently denies*," 

entered Philander,! who is the most skilful of 2AI 
men in address to women. He is arrived at the 
perfection of that art which is, " to talk like a 
very miserable man, but look like a very happy 
one." I saw Dictinna blush at his entrance, which 
gave me the alarm ; but he immediately, said 
something so agreable on her being at study, and 
the novelty of finding a lady employed in so grave 
a manner, that he on a sudden became very fami- 
liarly a man of no consequence, and in an instant 
laid all her suspicions of his skill asleep, as he 
had almost done mine ; until I observed him very 
dangerously turn his discourse upon the elegance 
of her dress, and her judgment in the choice of 
that very pretty mourning. Having had women 
before under my care, I trembled at the appre- 
hension of a man of sense who could talk upon 
trifles, and resolved to stick to my post with all 
the circumspection imaginable. In short, I pre- 
possessed her against all he could say to the ad- 
vantage of her dress and person; but he turned 
again the discourse, where I found I had no pow- 

* This line occurs in a joint translation of '* Helen's Epis- 
tle to Paris," by the earl of Mulgrave and Dryden, iatlx*. 
ediUon of •< Ovid's Epistles, 1709. 

t Supposed to he Lord Halifax. 

VOL. I. ^ 
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er ovet her, on the abusing her friends and ac- 
quaintance. He allowed, indeed, that Flora had 
a little beauty, and a great deal of wit; but then 
she was so ungainly in her behaviour, and such a 
laughing hoyden ! Pa^torella had with him the 
allowance of being blameless ; but what was that 
towards being prsdse-worthy ? To be only inno-^ 
cent, is not to be virtuous ! He afterwards spoke 
so much against Mrs. Dipplc's forehead, Mrs. 
Prim's mouth, Mrs. Dentrifice's teeth, and Mrs. 
Fidget's cheeks, that she grew downright in love 
with him : for it is always to be understood, that 
a lady takes all you detract from the rest of her 
sex to be a gift to her. In a word, things went so 
far that I was dismissed ; and she will remember 
that evening nine months, from the sixth of April, 
by a very remarkable token. The next, as I said> 
I went to, was a common swearer. Never was a 
creature so puzzled as myself, when I came first, 
to view his brain: half of it was worn out, and 
filled up with mere expletives, that had nothitig 
to do with any other parts of the texture ; there- 
fore, when he called for his clothes in a morninf^, 
he would cry, 'John!' John does not answer. 
< What a plague! nobody there? What the devil, 
and rot me, John, for a lazy dog as you are!* I 
knew no way to cure him, but by writing down 
all he said one morning as he was dressing, and 
laying it before him on the toilet when he came to 
pick his teeth. The last recital I gave him of 
what he said for half an hour«before was, ' What, 
a pox rot me! where is the wash-ball? call the 
chairman I damn them, I warrant they are at thei 
alehouse already ! zounds I and confound them !* 
When he came to the glass, he takes up my note 
— ^Ha I this fellow is worse than I : what, does 
he swear witb pen ar.diwkV ^\\\>\e3.din^ on, he 
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found them to be his own words. The stratagem 
had so good an efFect upon him, that he grew 
immediately a new man, and is learning to speak 
without an oath, which makes him extremely 
short in his phrases ; for, as I observed before, a 
common swearer has a brain without any idea on 
the swearing side ; therefore my ward has yet 
mighty little to say, and is forced to substitute 
some other vehicle of nonsense, to supply the 
defect of his usual expletives. When I left him, 
he made use of * Odsbodikins ! Oh me 1 and Ne- 
ver stir alive !' and so forth ; which gavle me 
hc^es of his recovery. So I went to the next I 
told you of, the gamester., When we first take 
our place about a man, the receptacles of the pe- . 
ricranium are immediately searched. In his, I 
found no one ordinary trace of thinking; but 
strong passion, violent desires, and a continued 
series of different changes, had torn it to pieces. 
There appeared no middle condition ; the tri- 
umph of a prince, or the misery of abeggai', 
were his alternate states. I was with him no lon- 
ger than one day, which was yesterday. In the 
morning at twelve we were worth four thousand 
pounds; at three, we were arrived at six thou- 
sand ; half an hour after, we were reduced to one 
thousand ; at four of the clock, we were down to 
two hundred ; at fivQ, to fifty ; at six, to five ; at 
seven, to one guinea : the next bet, to nothing. 
This morning he borrowed half a crown of the 
xnaid who cleans his shoes; and is now gaming in 
Lincoln's-Inn Fields among the boys for farthings 
and oranges, until he has made up three pieces, 
and then he returns to White's into the best com- 
pany in town." 

Thus ended our first discourse ; and^ it l^ Vv^- 
ped, you will forgive me lYvall Yv»n^ ^Oja^^<^ 
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little out of my companion at our first interview. 
In the next, it is possible he may tell me more 
pleasing incidents; for though he is a familiar^ 
he is not an evil spirit. 

St. James*8 Coffee-house, May 9. 

We hear from the Hague of the fourteenth in- 
stant, N. S. that Monsieur de Torcy hath had 
frequent conferences with the Grand Pensionfer, 
and the other ministers who were heretofore 
commissioned to trjeat with Monsieur Rouille. 
The preliminaries of peace are almost settled, 
and the proceedings wait only for the arrival of the 
Duke of Marlborough ; after whose approbation 
of the articles proposed, it is not doubted but the 
methods of the treaty will be publicly known. ' In 
the mean time the States have declared an abhor- 
rence of taking any step in this great affair, but 
in concert with the Court of Great Britain, and 
other Princes of the alliance. The posture of 
affairs in France does necessarily oblige that na- 
tion to be very much in earnest in their offers ; 
and Monsieur de Torcy hath professed to the 
Grand Pensioner, that he will avoid all occasions 
of giving him the least jealousy of his using any 
address in private conversation for accomplishing 
the ends of his embassy. It is said, that as soon 
as the preliminaries are adjusted, that minister is 
to return to the French couit. The States of 
Holland have resolved to make it an instruction to 
all their men of war and privateers, to bring into 
their ports whatever neutral ships they shall meet 
with, laden with com, and bound for France ; and, 
to avoid all cause of complaint from the Poten- 
tates to whom these ships shall belong, their full 
demand for their freight shall be paid them there. 
The French Protestants residing in that country 
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have applied themselves to their respective ma- 
gistrates, desiring that there may be an -article in 
the treaty of peace which may give liberty of con- 
science to the Protestants in France. Monsieur 
Bosnage, Minister of the Walloon church at Rot- 
terdam, has been at the Hague, and hath had sopie 
conferences with the Deputies of the States on 
that subject. It is reported there, that all the 
French refugees in those dominions are to be na- 
turalized, that they may enjoy the same good ef- 
' fects of the treaty with the HQ|)[anders themselves, 
in respect of France. 

Letters from Paris say, the people conceive 
great hopes of a sudden peace, from Monsieur 
Torcy's being employed m the negotiation ; he 
being a minister of too great weight in that court 
to be sent on any employment in which his mas- 
ter would not act in a manner wherein he might 
justly promise himself success. The French ad- 
vices add, that there is an insurrection in Poictou, 
three thousand men having taken up arms, and 
beaten the troops which were appointed to dis- 
perse them : three of the mutineers being taken 
were immediately executed ; and as masy of the 
King's party were used after the same manner. 

Our late act of naturalization hath had so great 
an effect in foreign parts, that some princes have 
prohibited the French refugees in their domin- 
ions to sell or transfer their estates to any other 
of their subjects ; and at the same time have 
granted them greater immunities than they 
hitherto enjoyed. It has been also thought ne- 
cessary to restrain their own subjects from leav 
iiig their country on pain of death. 
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No. 14. THURSDAY, MAY 12, iro9. . 



i^tdeqtUd agiint homnet-''--^ 

noatri eat farrago libelU. 

Juv. Sat. I. 85, 8§. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our moUej paper seizes for its theme. ^ P. 

From my own Apartment, May 10. 

Had it not been that my familiar had appeared 
to me, as I told 'you in my last, in person, I had 
certainly been unable to have found even words 
without meaning, to keep up my intelligence 
wkbHhe town; but he has checked me severely 
Iot my despondence, and ordered me to go on 
in my dei^n of observing upon things, and for- 
bearing ppsons ; for, said he, the age you live 
in is such, thftt a good picture of any vice or vir- 
tue will infallibly be misrepresented ; and though 
none will take the kind description you make so 
milth to themselves, as to wish well to the au- 
thor, yejfe all will resent the ill characters you 
produce, out of fear of their own turn in the li- 
cense you must be obliged to take, if you point 
at particular persons. I took his admonition 
kindly, and immediately promised him to beg 
pardon of the author of the " Advice to the 
Poets,** for my raillery upon his work ; though 
I aimed at no more in that examination, but to 
convince him, and all men of genius, of the folly 
of laying themselves out on such plans as are be- 
low their characters. I hope too it was done 
without ill-breeding, and nothing spoken below 
what a civilian (as it is allowed I am) may utter 
to a physician*. After this preface, all the 

* £lirBicluupd Blackmore. 
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world may be safe from my writings; for, if I 
can find nothing to commend^ I am silent, and 
will forbear the subject ; for though I am a re- 
former, I scoi*n to be an inquisitor. 

It would become all men, as well as me, to lay 
before them the noble character of Verus the 
magistrate*, who always sat in triumph over, 
and contempt of, vice ; he never searched after 
it, or spared it when it came before him : at the 
same time he could see through the hypocrisy 
and disguise of those, who have no pretence to 
virtue themselves but by their severity to the vi- 
cious. This same Verus was, in times past, 
Chief Justice (as we call it amongst us) in Feli- 
ciaf. He was a man of profound knowledge of 
the laws of his country, and as just an observer 
of them in his own person ; he considered jus- 
tice as a cardinal virtue, not as a trade for main- 
tenance. Wherever he was judge, he never for- 
got that he was also counsel. The criminal be- 
fore Ihim was always sure he stood before his 
country, and, in a sort, a parent of it. The prison- 
er knew, that though his spirit was broken with 
guilt, and incapable of language to defend him- 
self, all would be gathered from him which could 
conduce to his s^ety; and that his judge^would 
wrest no law to destroy him, nor conceal any that 
could save him. In his time there was a nest of 
pretenders to justice, who happened to be em- 
ployed to put things in a method for being 
examined before him at his usual sessions : these 
animals were to Verus, as monkeys are to men ; 
so like, that you can hardly disown them, but so 
base, that you are ashamed of their fraternity. 

* Sir John Holt, Lord Chief Justice in the reign of King ' 
WHliam IIL and for some years after the King's 4«ath. 
"f Britain. 
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It grew a phrase^ ^< Who would do justice on the 
Justices ? That certainly would Verus. I haye 
seen an old trial where he sat judge on two of 
them; one was called Trick-track, the other 
Tear-shift : one was a learned judge of sharpers; 
the other the quickest of all men at finding out a 
wench. Trick-track never spared a pickpocket^ 
but was a companion to cheats ; Tear-shift would 
make compliments to wenches of quality, - but 
certainly commit poor ones. If a poor rogue 
wanted a lodging, Trick-track sent him to gaol 
for a thief; if a poor whore went only with one 
thin petticoat, Tear-shift would imprison her for 
being loose in her dress. These patriots infes- 
ted the days of Verus, while they altei*nately 
committed and released each other's prisoners. 
But Verus regarded them as criminals, and al- 
ways looked upon men as they stood in the eye 
of justice, without respecting whether they sat 
<Mi the bench, or stood at the bar. 

Wtirs Coffee-hmse, May 11. 

Yesterday we were entertained with the trage- 
dy of the Earl of Essex^ ; in which there is not 
one good line, and yet a play which was never 
seen without drawing tears from some part of the 
audience : a remarkable instance that the soul 
is not to be moved by words, but things ; for the 
incidents in this drama are laid together so hap- 
pily, that the spectator makes the play for him- 
self, by the force i^v^hich the circumstance has 
upon his imagination. Thus, in spite of the 
most dry discourses, and expressions almost 
ridiculous with respect to propriety, it is im- 
possible for one unprejudiced to see it, un- 

* By John Btfnks. 
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touched with pity. I must confess, this eir(fect is 
not wrought on such as examine why they are 
pleased ; but it never fails to appear on those who 
are not too learned in nature, to be moved by 
her first suggestions. It is certain, the person 
and behaviour of Mr. Wilks has no small share 
in conducing tdthe popularity of the play; and 
when a handsome fellow is going to a more coarse- 
exit than beheading, his shape and countenance 
make every tender one reprieve him with all her 
heart, without waiting until she hears his dying 
words. 

This evening. The Alchymist was played. Thiss 
comedy is an example of Ben Jonson's extensive 
genius, and penetration into the passions and fol- 
lies of mankind. The scene in the fourth act^ 
where all the cheated people oppose the man that 
would open their eyes, has something in it so in- 
imitably excellent, that it is certainly as great a 
master-piece as has ever appeared by any hand. 
The author's great address in shewing covetous- 
ness the motive of the actions of the puritan, the 
epicure, the gamester, and the trader ; and that all 
their endeavours, how differently soever they seem 
to tend, center only in thatone point of gain ; shews 
he had, to a great perfection, that discernment of 
spirit which constitutes a genius for comedy. 

White's Chocolate-house, May 11. 

It is not to be imagined, how far the violence of 
our desires will carry us towards our own deceit in 
the pursuit of what we wish for. A gentleman 
here this evening was giving me an account of a 
dumb fortune-teller,* w:ho outdoes Mr. Partridge^ , 

* Duncan Campbell, said to be deaf and damb, who prac- 
tised at this time on the creduli^ of the vulgar, and pre- 
tended to predict fortunes by the aeeoiul aight, &c. 
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myself) or the unlxHm doctorf for predictions ; all 
his visitants come to him fall of expectations, and 
pay hb own rate fpr the interpretations they put 
\ipon his shrugs and nods. There is a fine rich 
city widow stole thither the other day (though it is 
not six weeks since her husband's departure from 
her company to rest,) and with her trusty maid, 
demanded of him, whether she should marry 
again, by holding up two fingers, like horns on her 
forehead : the wizard held up both his hands 
forked. The relic deared to know, whether he 
meant, by hb holding up both hands, to represent 
that she had one husband before, and that sh^ 
should have another? or that he intimated, she 
should have two more ? The cuniung man looked 
a little sour, upon which Betty jogged her mis- 
tress, who gave the other guinea ; and he made 
her understand, she should positively have two 
more, but shaked his head, and hinted that they 
should not livelong vrith her. The widow ^gh-* 
ed, and gave him the other half guinea. After 
this prepossession, all that i^e had next to do was 
to make sallies to our end of the town, and find 
out whom it is her fete to have. There are two 
who frequent this place whom she takes to be 
men of vogue, and of whom her imagination has 
given her 3ie choice. They are both the appear- 
ances of fine gentleman, to such as do not know 
when they see persons of that turn ; and, indeed, 
they are industrious enough to cotne at that cha- 
racter, to deserve the reputation of being such : 
but this town will not allow us to be the things we 
seem to aim at, and is too discemipg to be fobbed 
off with pretences. One of these pretty fellows 

f The real name of the quack-dootor and man-midwife» 
who tffeetedto he ^stUigiiished at ** iwhorD^'' vas Kirleas. 
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fidls by his laborious exactness ; the other^ by his 
as much studied negligence. Frank Careless, as 
soon as his valet had helped on and adjusted his 
clothes, goes to his glass, sets his wig awry, turn- i 
bles his cravat ; and, in shorty undresses himself 
to go into company. Will Nice is so little satis- 
fied with his dress, that all the time he is at a visit 
he is still mending it, and is for that reason the 
more insufferable ; for he who studies careless- 
ness has, at least, his work the sooner done of the 
two. The widow is distracted whom to take for 
her first man ; for Nice is every way so careful, 
that she fears his leng^ of days ; and Frank is so 
loose, that she has apprehensions for her own 
health with him. I am puzzled how to give a just 
idea of them ; but, in a word. Careless is a cox« 
comb, and Nice, a fop : both, you will say, very 
hopeful candidates for a gay young woman just set 
at liberty. But there is a whisper, her maid ^11 
give her to Tom Terror the gamester. Thisfel** 
low has undotie so many women, that he will cer- 
tainly succeed if he is introduced ; for nothing so 
much prevails with the vain part of that sex, as the 
glory of deceiving them who have deceived others. 

Deaunt mulia. 

SL Janus* 8 Coffee-house, May 11. 

Letters from Berlin, bearing date May the elev- 
enth, N. S. inform us, that Uie birth-day of her 
Prussian Majesty has been celebrated there witK 
all possible magnificence ; and the king made her 
on that occasioii a present of jewels to the value of 
thirty thousand crowns. The Marquis de Ques- 
n^, who has distinguished himself by his g^eat ze^ 
for the Protestant interest, was, at the time of the 
dispatch of these letters, at that court, soliciting 
the king to take care, that an article in behalf bl' 
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the refugees, admitting their return to France^ 
should be inserted in the treaty of peace. They 
write from Hanover, of the fourteenth, that his 
Electoral Highness had received an express from 
Count Merci, representing how necessary it was 
to the common cause, that he would please to 
hasten to the Rhine ; for that nothing but his pre- 
sence could quicken the measures towards bring- 
ing the imperial army into the field. There are 
very many speculations upon the intended inter- 
view of the king of Denmark and king Augustus. 
The latter has made such preparations for the re- 
ception of the other, that it is said, his Danish Ma- 
jesty will be entertained in Saxony with much 
more elegance than he met with in Italy itself. 

Letters from the Hague, of the eighteenth in- 
stant, N. S. say, that his Grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough landed the night before at the Brill, after 
having been kept out at sea, by adverse winds, two 
days longer than is usual in that passage. His 
Excellency the Lord Townshend, her Majesty's 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the States General, was driven into the Veer in 
Zealand on Thursday last, from whence he came 
to the Hague within few hours after the arrival of 
his Grace. The Duke, soon after his coming to 
the Hague, had a visit from the Pensioner of Hol- 
land. AH things relative to the peace were in 
suspense until this interview ; nor is it yet known 
what resolutions will be taken on that subject ; for 
the troops of the allies have fresh orders dispatch- 
ed to them, to move from their respective quar- 
ters, and march with all expedition to the fron- 
tiers, where the enemy are making their utmost 
efforts for the defence of their country. These 
ad rices further inform us, that the Marquis de 
J'orcy bsA received an anavftt {toto. the court of 
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France^td his letters, "which he had sent thither b^ 
^n express on the Friday before. 



*<,i* Mr. Bickerstaflf has received letters from 
Mr. Coltstaff, IVIr* WhipstafF, and Mrs. Rebecca 
WagstaiT; all which relate chiefly to their being^ 
left out in the genealogy of the family lately pub- 
lished ; but my Cousin who writ that draught, be- 
ing a clerk in the Herald's Office, and being at pre- 
sent under the displeasure of the Chapter ; it is 
feared, if tKat matter should be touched upon at 
this time, the young gentleman would lose his 
place for treason against the King of Arms. 

CastabeUa's complaint is come to hand. 



3f^o. 15. SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1709. 



Hmcquid aguta hondnet 

noitri e9t farrago UbelU. 

Juv. Sat I. 85j 8(1. 

Whatc'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oiur notley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From oty (nvn Jpartmmt, May 12. 

1 RAVE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want 
of intelligence, to carry my Familiar abroad with 
me, who has promised to give me very proper 
and just notices of persons and things, to make 
up the history of the passing day. He is wonder- 
fully skilful in the knowledge of men and man- 
ners, which has made me more thwv o\^\iww\?| 
curious to know how he came td Vk»X ^\feOaw\^ 

VOL, I. 3^ 
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and I communicated to him that doul^ ^ Mr; 
Pacolet," said I, " I am niightily surprised to see 
you so good a judge of our nature and circum- 
stances, since you are a mere spirit, and have no 
knowledge of the bodily part of us." He an- 
swered, smiling, " You are mistaken ; I have 
been one of you, and lived a month amongst you, 
which gives me an exact sense of your condition. 
You are to know, that all, who enter into human 
life, have a certain date or stamen given to their 
being, which they only who die of age may be said 
to have arrived at ; but it is ordered sometimes by- 
fate, that such as die infants are, after death, to at- 
tend 'mankind to the end of that stamen of being in 
themselves, which was broke off by sickness or 
any other disaster. These are proper guardians 
to men, as being sensible of the infirmity of their 
state. You are philosopher enough to know, that 
the difference of men's understandings proceeds 
only from the various dispositions of their organs ; 
so that he, who dies at a month old, is in the next 
life as knowing, though more innocent, as they 
who live to fifty ; and after death, they hav« as 
perfect a memory and judgment of all that pas- 
sed in their life-time, as I have of all the revolu* 
tions in that uneasy, turbulent condition of yours j 
and you would say I had enough of it in a month, 
were I to tell you all my misfortunes." " A life 
of a month cannot have, one would think, much 
variety. But pray," said I, " let us have your 
story." 

Then he proceds in the following manner : 

^ It was one of the most wealthy families ift 

Great Britain into which I was bom, and it was a 

very great happiness to me that it so happened^ 

othei:>vise I had «till, in all probability, been Irv- 

ing: but I shall rccoutvl to >'c>w^V\\3Rfc occurrences 
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of my short and miserable existence, just as, by 
examining into the traces made in my brain, they 
appeared to me at that time. The first thing that 
ever struck my senses was a noise over my head 
of one shrieking ; after which, methought, I took 
a full jump, and found myself in the hands of a 
sorceress, who, seemed as if she had been long 
wakings and employed in some incantation : I was 
thoroughly frightened, and cried out; but she im- 
mediately seemed to go on in some magical opera- 
tion and anointed me from head to foot. What they 
meant, I could not imagine : for there gathered a 
^eat crowd about me, crying, "An Heir! an 
Heir !*' upon which I grew a little still, and be- 
lieved this was a ceremony, to be used only to 
great persons, and such as made them, what they' 
called Heirs, I lay very quiet ; but the witch for 
nomanner of reason or provocation iathe world, 
takes me, and binds iny head as hard as possibly 
fihe could ; then ties up both my legs, and makes 
me swallow down an horrid mixture. I thought it 
an harsh entrance into life, to begin with taking 
physic ; but I was forced to it, or ^se must have 
taken down a great instrument in which she gave 
it me. When I was thus dressed, I was carried 
to a bed side, where a fine young lady (my mother 
I wot) had like to have hugged me to death. Frond 
her they faced me about, and there was a thing 
with quite another look from the rest of the com- 
pany, to whom they talked about my nose. He 
aeemed Avonderfully pleased to see me; but I 
knew since, my nose belonged to another family. 
That into which I was born is one of the most 
numerous amongst you; therefore crowds of 
relations came every day to congratulate my ar- 
rival ; amongst others, my cousin Betty^the ^teaJL* 
'c6t romp in nature j she wVasks lofc ^mOkv ^wVcv^gsj^. 
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over her head, that I cried out for fear of fallings 
She pinched me, and called me a squealing chity 
and threw me into a girl's arms that was taken in 
to tend me. The girl was very proud of the woman* 
ly emplo3rment of a nurse, and took upon her to 
strip and dress me aniew, because I msuie a noise^ 
to see what ailed me : she did so, and stuck a fm 
in every joint about me. I still cried ; upon which^ 
she lays me on my face in her lap ; and, to quiet 
me, fell a nailing in all the pins, by clapping me 
on the back, and screamhig a lullaby. But my 
pain made me exalt my voice above hers, which 
brought up the nurse, the witch I first saw, and 
my grandmother. The girl is turned down stairst 
and I stripped ag^ain, as well to find what ailed 
me, as to satisfy my grannam's &rther curiosity^ 
This good old woman's visit was the cause of sdl 
my troubles. You are to understand, that I was 
hitherto bred by hand, and any body that stood 
ne^t gave me pap, if I did but open my lips ; in^ 
somuch, that I was grown so cunning, as to pret^ 
tend myself asleep when I was not, to prevent my 
being crammed. But my grand-mother began a 
loud lecture upon the idleness of the wives of 
this age, who, for fear of their shapes, forbear 
sucklmg theirown offspring : and ten nurses were 
immeduLtely sent for; one was whispered to have 
« wanton eye, and would soon spoil her milk ; 
another was in a consumption ; the third had aa 
lU voice, and wouldfrighten me instead of lulling 
me to sleep. Such exceptions were made against 
all but one country milch-wench, to whom I was 
committed, and put to the breast. This careless 
jade was eternally romping with the footman, and 
downright starved me ; insomuch that I daily pi- 
ned away, and should never have been relieved 1^ 
h not been that, on the tYvitt\^l\\ day of n^y life, a 
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Fellow of the Rojral Society, who had writ upon 
Cold BathS) came to visit me, and solemnly pro- 
tested, I was utterly lost for want of that method* ; 
upon which he soused me head and ears into a 
pail of water, where I had the good fortune to be 
drowned ; and so escaped being lashed into a lin- 
guist until sixteen, running after wenches until 
twenty -five, and being married to an ill-natured 
wife until sixty; which had certainly been my 
£ite, had not the enchautment between body and 
soul been broke by this philosopher. Thus, un- 
til the age I should have otherwise lived, I am 
obliged to watch the steps of men ; and, if you 
please, shall accompany you in your present walk, 
and get you intelligence from the aerial lacquey, 
who IS in waiting, what are the thoughts and pur- 
poses of any whom you inquire for." 

I accepted his kind ofTer, and immediately took 
him with me in a hack to White's. 

Whites Chocolate-house, May 13. 

We got in hither, and my companion threw a 
powder round us, that made me as invisible as 
himself; so that we could see and hear all others, 
ourselves unseen and unheard. 

The first thing we took notice of was a noble- 
man of a goodly and frank aspect, with his ge- 
nerous birth and temper visible in it, playing at 
cards with a creature of a black and horrid coun- 
tenance, wherein were plainly delineated the arts 
of his mind, cozenage, and falsehood. They were 
marking their game with counters, on which we 
could see inscriptions, imperceptible to any but 

* The Fellow of the Royal Society, here alluded to, was 
prohahly Sir John Floyer, Knt. M . D. who published, " An 
Inquiry into the right use and abuses ot t)tv^ \k»Xi c^^^ v:x^^ 
temperate Baths in England, kc?* 

&2 
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us. My Lord had scored with pieces of ivory, on 
which were writ " Good Fame, Glory, Richest 
Honour, and Posterity." The spectre oyer-against 
him had on his counters the inscriptions of '^ Dis- 
honour, Impudence, Poverty, Ignorance, and want 
of Shame.*' ** Bless me !" said I ; " sure, my 
Lord does not see what he plays for ?" " As well 
as I do," says Pacolet. " He despises that fellow 
he plays with, and scorns himself for making him 
his companion." At the very instant he was 
speaking, I saw the fellow, who played with my 
Ix>rd, hide two cards in the roll of his stocking. 
Pacolet immediate stole them from thence ; upon 
which the nobleman sooti after won the game. 
The little triuinph he appeared in, when he got 
siich a trifling stock of ready money, though he 
had ventured so great sums with indifference, in-* 
creased my admiration. But Pacolet began to 
talk to me. ^^ Mr. Isaac, tliis to you looks won- 
derful, but hot at all to us higher beings : that 
nobleman has as many good.qualities as any man 
of his order, and seems to have no faults but what, 
as I may say, are excrescences from virtues. He 
is generous to a prodigality, more affable than is 
consistent with his quality, and courageous to a 
rashness. Yet, after all Uiis, the source of his 
whole conduct is (though he would hate himself 
if he knew it) mere avarice. The ready cash laid 
before the gamester's counters makes him ven- 
ture, as yx)u see, and lay distinction against infa- 
my, abundance against want; in a word, all that is 
desirable against all that is to be avoided." How- 
ever, said I, be sure you disappoint the sharpers 
to-night^ and steal from them all the cards they 
hide. Pacolet obeyed me, and my Lord went home 
with their whole bank in bis pogket^ 



WilPs Caffiee-hause, May la. 

To-night was acted a second time a remedy 
called The Busy Body : this play is written by a la- 
dy. In old times, we used to sit upon a play here 
after it was acted ; but now the entertainment is 
turned another way ; not but there are consider-, 
able men in all ages, who, for some eminent quali- 
ty or invention, deserves the esteem and thanks 
of the public. Such a benefactor is a gentleman 
of this house ; who is observed by the surgeons 
with much envy ; and is ranked among, and re- 
ceived by the modem wits, as a great promoter 
of gallantry and pleasure. But, I fear, pleasure 
is less understood in this age, which so much pre- 
tends to it, than in any since the creation. It was 
admirably said of him, who first took notice, that 
{Res est severa volufitas) "there is a certain se- 
verity in pleasure.'* Without that, all decency is 
banished ; and if reason is not to be present at our 
greatest satisfactions, of all the race of creatures 
the human is the most miserable. It was not so 
of old. When Virgil describes a wit, he alivays. 
means a virtuous man ; and all his sentiments of 
men of genius are such as show persons distin- . 
guished from the common level of mankind; 
such as place happiness in the contempt of low 
fears, and mean gratifications : fears which we 
are subject to with the vulgar ; and pleasures 
which we have in common with beasts. With 
these illustrious personages, the wisest man was 
the greatest wit ; and none was thought worthy of 
that character, unless he answered this excellent 
^description of the poet : 

4^— — WK5r«* omnea U inexorabile fiitum 
Suhjeat pedibji^f ftrepitumgue Acheronti* aroari. 
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Hftpp^r the man. 

His tnind possessing in a quiet state. 

Fearless of fortune, and resigned toitate. Drydest. 

St. James's Coffee-house, May 13. 

We had this morning advice, that some Eng- 
lish merchant ships, convoyed by the Bristol of 
fifty-four guns, were met with by a part of Mon- 
sieur Gui Trouin*s squadron, who engaged the 
convoy. That ship defended itself until the En- 
glish merchants got clear of the enemy; but, be- 
ing disabled, was herself taken. Within few 
hours after, my Lord Dursley came up with part 
of his squadron, and, engaging the French, retook 
the Bristol (which, being very much shattered, 
sunk) ; and tQok the Glorieux, a ship of forty- 
four guns, as also a privateer of fourteen. Be- 
fore this action, his Lordship had taken two 
French merchant-men, and had, at the dispatch 
of these advices brought the whole safe into Ply- 
mouth. 
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QtUcqxddagunt homines 

noatri eslfarra^v UbeUi, 

juv. Sat.I. 85, 86. 

Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motlej paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White* s Chocolate-house, May 15. 

Sir Thomas,* of this house, has shewed me some 
letters from the Bath, which give accounts of whst 

* The nick-name of a iraiter at White's. 



passes among the good company of that ptoce ; 
and allowed me to transcribe one of them, that 
seems to be writ by some of Sir Thomas's par* 
ticular acquaintance, and is as follows : 

« Dear Knight, Afay 9, 1709. 

" I desire you would give my humble service to 
all our friends, which I speak of to you (out of 
method) in the very beginning of my epistle, lest 
tiie present disorders, by which this seat of gal» 
lantry and pleasure is torn to pieces, should make 
me forget it You keep so good company, that 
you know Bath is stocked with such as come 
hither to be relieved from luxuriant health, or im- 
aginary sickness ; and consequently is always as 
well stowed with gallants, as invalids, who live to- 
gether in a very good understanding. But the 
season is so early, that our fine company is not 
yet arrived: and the warm bath, which in heathen 
times w^ dedicated to Venus, is now used only 
hy such as really want it for health's sake. There 
arei bo.wever, a good many strangers, among 
ifhom are t^ ambitious ladies, who, being both 
in the autumn of their life, take the opportunity 
of placing themselves at the head of such as we 
afe, before the Chloes, Clarissas and Pastorellas 
come down. One of these two is excessively in 
pain, that the ugly being, called Time, will make 
wrinkles in spite of the lead forehead cloth: and 
therefore hides, with the gaiety of her air, the vo- 
lubility of her tongue, and quickness of her mo- 
tion, the injuries which it has done her. The other 
lady is but two years behind her in life, and dreads 
as much being laid aside as the former ; and con- 
sequently has taken the necessary precautions to 
;p^vent her reign over us. But she is very dis- 
creet, and wonderfully turned for ambition, beiflg 
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never apparently transported either with affection 
or malice. Thus^ while Florimel is talking in 
public^ and spreading her graces in assemblies, to 
gain a popular dominion over our diversions, Pru- 
dentia visits, very cunningly, all the lame, the 
splenetic, and the superannuated, who have their 
distinct classes of followers and friends. Among 
these she has found, that somebody has sent down 
printed certificates of Florimel's age, which she 
has read and distributed to this unjoyful set of 
people, who are always enemies to those in pos- 
session of the good opinion of the company. This 
unprovoked injury done by Prudentia was the first 
occasion of our fatal divisions here, and a decla- 
ration of war between these rivals. Florimel has 
abundance of wit, which she has lavished in de- 
crying Prudentia, and giving defiance to her lit- 
tle arts. For an instance of her superior power, 
she bespoke the play of Alexander the Great, to 
be acted by the company of strollers, and desired 
us all to be there on Thursday last. When she 
lipoke to me to come, *' As you arc,'* said she 
*< a lover, you will not fail the death of Alexander s 
the passion of love is wonderfully hit— Statira! O 
that happy woman— -to have a conqueror at her 
feet ! But you will be sure to be there.** I, and 
several others, resolved to be of her party- 
But see the irresistible strength of that unsus* 
pected creature, a " silent woman.'* Prudentia 
had counterplotted us, and had bespoke on the- 
same evening the puppet show of " The Creation 
of the world.*'* She had' engaged every body to 
be there ; and, to turn our leader into ridicule, 

* A deformed cripple, of the name of Powel, was the mas- 
ter of a popular puppet-show at this time, and made Punch 
utter many things, that would not have been endared in any 
othei; way of eommunicatton^ 
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had secretly let them know, that the puppet Eve 
■was made the most like Florimel that ever was 
seen. On Thursday morning the puppet-drum- 
mer^ Adam and Eve, and several others who liv- 
ed before the flood, passed through the streets on 
horseback, to invite us all to the pastime, and the 
representation of such things as we all knew to 
be true : and Mr. Mayor wb/s so wise, as to prefer 
these innocent people the puppets, who, he said, 
were to represent Christians, before the wicked 
players, who were to show Alexander, an heathen 
philosopher. To be short, this Prudentia had so 
laid it>that at ten of the clock footmen were sent 
to take places at the puppet-fihow, and all we of 
Florimel's party were to be out of fashion, or de- 
sert her. We chose the latter. All the world 
crowded to Prudentials house, because it was 
given out that nobody could get in. When we 
came to Noah's flood in the show. Punch and his 
wife were introduced dancing in the ark. An ho- 
nest plain friend of Florimel's, but a critic withal, 
rose up in the midst of the representation, and 
made many very good exceptions to the drama 
itself, and told us, that it was against all morality, 
as well as rules of the stage, that Punch should be 
in jest in the deluge, or indeed that he should ap- 
pear at all. This was certainly a just remark, 
and I thought to second him ; but he was hissed 
by Prudentia's party : upon which, really, Sir 
Thomas, we, who were his friends, hissed him 
too. Old Mrs. Petulant desired both her daugh- 
ters to mind the moral; then whispered Mrs. 
Mayoress, " This is very proper* for young peo- 
ple to see !" Punch, at the end of the play, made 
Prudentia a compliment, and was very civil to the 
whole company, making bows until his buttons 
touched the ground. All was carried trium- 
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phantly against our party. In the mean time Plo- 
rimel went to the tragedy^ dressed as fine aft 
hands could make her, in hbpes to see Prudentia 
bine away with envy. Instead of that, she sat a 
full hour alone, and at last was entertained with 
this whole relation from Statira, who wiped her 
eyes with her tragical cut handkerchief, and la«- 
mented the ignorance of the quality. Florimej 
was stung with this affront, and the next day be«> 
spoke the puppet-show. Prudentia, insolent with 
power, bespoke Alexander. The whole compa* 
ny came then to Alexander. Madam Petulent 
desired^her daughters to mind the moral, and be-» 
lieve no man's fair words ; " for you will see, chil- 
dren (says she,) these soldiers are never to be de- 
pended upon ; they are sometimes here, sometimes 
there*— Do not you see, daughtw Betty, Colonel 
Clod, our next neighbour in the country, pull off 
his hat to you ? court'sy, good child, his estate is 
just by us." Florimel was now mortified down to 
Prudentia's humour ; and Prudentia exalted into 
hers» This was observed ; Florimel invites us to 
the play a second time ; Prudentia to the show. 
See the uncertainty of human affairs ! The beaux^ 
the wits, the gamesters, the prudes, the coquets, 
the valetudinarians, and gallants, all now wait up- 
on Florimel. Such is the state of all things at 
this present date ; and if there happen any new 
commotions, you shall have immediate advice 

Sir, 
Your affectionate friendi 

and servant'* 



TO CASTABELLA. 

Madam, ^ May 16, 17091 

I have the honour of a letter from a friend o£ 
^ours, relating to an incivility done to you at the 
<4)era, by one of your own sex ; but I, who was an 
eye-witness of the accident, can testify to you, that 
though she pressed before you, she lost her enda 
in that design; for she was taken notice of for na 
Other reason, but her endeavours to hide a finer 
woman than herself. But, indeed, I dare not go 
&rther in this matter than just this bare mention; 
for though it was taking your place of right, ra-« 
ther than place of precefl^nce, yet it is so tender 
a point, and on which the very life of female am-r 
bitioi^ depends, that it is of the last consequence to 
meddle in it. All my hopes are from your beaur 
tiful sex; and those bright eyes, which are tho 
bane of others, are my only sun-shine. My wri* 
iings are sacred to you; and I hope, I shall always 
have the good fortune to live under your protec- 
tion ; therefore take this public opportunity to sig«> 
nify to all the world, that I design to forbear any 
thing that may in the least t^nd to the diminution 
of your interest, reputation, or power. You will 
therefore forgive mp, that I strive to conceal eve- 
yy wrong step made by any who have the honour 
to wear petticoats, and shall at all times do what 
is in my power to make all mankind as much their 
slaves as myself. If they would consider things 
as they ought, there needs not much argument to 
convince them, that it is their fate to be obedient 
to you, and that your greatest rebels do only serve 
^vith a worse grace. I am. Madam, 
Your most obedient and 

most humble servant, 
Isaac Bicks^rs^t^fFi.^ 

'^^OL. I. s ' 
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St, James's Coffee-house, ^ay l6. 

Letters from the Hague, bearing date the twen- 
ty-first instant, N. S. advise, that his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough, immediately after his ar- 
rival, sent his Secretary to the President and the 
Pensionary, to acquaint them therewith. Soon af- 
ter, these ministers visited the Duke, and made 
him compliments in the name of the States-Gene- 
ral ; after which they entered into a conference 
with him on the present posture of affairs, and 
gave his Grace assurances of the firm adherence 
of the States to the alliance : at the same time ac- 
quainting him, that all overtures of peace were 
rejected, until they had an opportunity of acting 
in concert with their allies on that subject. After 
this interview, the Pensionary and the President 
returned to the Assembly of the States. Mon- 
sieur Torcy has had a conference at the Pension- 
er's house with his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, Prince Eugene, and his Excellency thft 
Lord Townshend. The result of what was de* 
bated at that time is kept secret; but there ap- 
pears an air of satisfaction and good understand- 
ing between these ministers. We are apt also to 
give ourselves very hopeful prospects from Mon- 
sieur Torcy's being employed in this negotiation, 
who had been always remarkable for a particular 
•way of thinking, in his sense of the greatness of 
France ; which he has always said, " was to be 
promoted rather by the arts of peace, than those of 
-war.** His delivering himself freely on this sub- 
ject has formerly appeared an unsuccessful way 
to power in that court; but in its present circum- 
stances those maxims are better received ; and it 
is thought a certain argument of the sincerity of 
the French King's intentions^ that this minister is 
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at present made use* of. The marquis is to rer 
turn to Paris within a few days, who has sent a 
courier thither to give notice of the reasons of his 
return, that the court may be the sooner able to 
dispatch commissioners for a formal treaty. 

The expectations of peace are increased by 
advices from Paris of the twelfth instant, . which 
say, the Dauphin has altered his resolution of 
commanding in Flanders the ensuing campaign. 
The Saxon and Prussian reinforcements, to- 
gether with Count Mercy's regiment of imperial 
horse, are encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Brussels ; and sufficient stores of corn and forage 
are transported to that place and Ghent, for the 
service of the confederate >army. 

They write from Mons, that the Elector of 
Bavaria had advice, that an advanced party of 
the Portugueze army had been defeated by the 
Spaniards. 

We hear from Languedoc, that their corn, 
i:^ives, and figs, were wholly destroyed ; but that 
they have a hopeful prospect of apientiful vintage* 
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Qyicqmdagunt homines 

nostri eat farrago UbelU. 

Juv. Sat. 1. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P» 

WilVs Coffee-house J May 18. 

The discourse has happened to turn this eve- 
ning upon the true panegyric, the perfection of 
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ll^hich was asserted to consist in a certsdn artful 
way of conveying the applause in an indirect 
xnanner. There was a gentleman gave us seve* 
instances of it. Among others, he quoted (from 
Sir Francis Bacon, in his " Advancement of 
Learning,") a very great compliment made to 
"Tiberius, as follows. In a full debate upon pub-* 
lie affairs in the Senate, one of the assembly rose 
up, and with a very grave air said, he thought it 
for the honour and dignity of the commonwealth, 
that Tiberius should be declared a Ood, and 
have divine worship paid him. The Emperor 
"was surprised at the proposal, and demanded of 
him to declare, whether he had made any appli* 
cation to incline him to that overture ? Th6 
Senator answered with a bold and haughty tone> 
** Sir, in matters that concern the commonwealth^ 
I will be governed by no man." Another gen-* 
tleman mentioned something of the same kind^ 
spoken by the late Duke of Buckingham to the. 
late Earl of Orrery : " My lord (says the Duke, 
after his libertine way), you will certainly be, 
damned." " How, my lord i says the Earl, with 
some warmth. " Nay (said the Duke) there is 
no help for it ; for it is positively said. Cursed is 
he of whom all men speak well*." This is tak- 
ing a man by surprise, and being welcome wheu 
you have so surprised him. The person flatter- 
ed receives you into his closet at once ; and the 
sudden change of his heart, from the expectation 
of ah ill wisher, to find you his friend, makes 
you in his full favour in a moment. The spirits 
that were raised so suddenly against you, are. as 
suddenly for you. There was another instance 

* Luke vi. 26. His Grace did not understand* nor quote 
fairly the passage of Scripture, to \rhiok he thoagfat it M 
mlvif thus impiouafy to allude. 
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given of this kind at the table. A gentleman, 
who had a very great favour done him, and an 
employment bestowed upon him, without so much 
as being personally known to his benefactor, 
waited upon the great man who was so generous, 
and was beginning to say he was infinitely obliged. 
" Not at all," says the patron, turning frorii him 
to another; *^ had I known a more deserving 
man in England, he should not have had it." 

We should certainly have had more examples, 
had not a gentleman produced a book which he 
thought an instance of this kind : it was a pamph- 
let called "The Naked Truth." The idea any 
,one would have of that work from the title was, 
that there would be much plain dealing with 
people in power, and that we should see things 
m their proper light, stripped of the ornaments 
which are usually given to the actions of the great ; 
but the skill of this author is such, that he has 
under that rugged appearance, approved himself 
the finest gentleman and courtier that ever writ. 
The language is extremely sublime, and not at 
all to be understood by the vulgar. The senti- 
ments are such as would make no figure in ordi- 
nary words ; but such is the art of the expression, 
and the thoughts are elevated to so high a de- 
gree, that I question whether the discourse will 
sell much. There was an ill-natured fellow pre- 
sent, who hates all panegyric mortally ; *♦ P 
take him,*^ said he, " what the (Jevil means his 
Naked Truth, in speaking nothing but to the ad- 
vantage of all whom he mentions ? This is just 
such a great action as that of the champion's on 
a coronation-day, who challenges all mankind to 
dispute with him the right of the sovereign, sur- 
rounded with his guards." The gentleman who 
produced the treatise desired bim to be cautiousji 
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land the whole of the horse of the King of Portu- 
gal's army, passed the river> and with some pie- 
ces of cannon did good execution on the enemy. 
Upon observing this, the Marquis de Bay advan- 
ced with his horse, and attacked the right wing 
of the Portugueze cavalry^ who faced about, and 
fled, without standing the first encounter. But 
their foot repulsed the same body of horse, in 
three successive charges, with great order and 
resolution. While this was transacting, the Bri- 
tish General commanded the brigade of Pearce 
to keep the enemy in diversion by a new attack. 
This was so well executed, that the Portugueze 
infantry had time to retire in good order, and re- 
pass the river. But that brigade, which rescued 
them, was itself surrounded by the enemy, and 
Major-General Sarkey, Brigadier Pearce, togeth- 
er with both their regiments, and that of the Lord 
Galway, lately raised, were taken prisoners. 
. During the engagement, the Earl of Barri- 
more, having advanced too far to give some ne- 
cessary order, was hemmed in by a squadron of 
the enemy ; but found means to gallop up to the 
brigade of Pearce, with which he remains also a 
prisoner. My Lord Galway had his horse shot 
under him in this action ; and the Conde de Saint 
Juan, a Portugueze General, was taken prisoner. 
The same night the army encamped at Aronches, 
and on the ninth moved to Elvas, where they lay 
when these dispatches came away. Colonel 
Stanwix's regiment is also taken. The whole of 
this affair has given the Portugueze a great idea 
of the capacity and courj^e of my Lord Gal- 
way, against whose advice they entered upon this 
unfortunate affair, and by whose conduct they 
"Vvere rescued from it. The prodigious constan- 
cy and resolution of that great man is hardly to 
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be paralleled, who under the oppressioA of a 
maimed body, and the refiection of repeated ill- 
fortune, goes on with an unspeakable alacrity in 
the service of the common cause. He has alrea^ 
^j put things in a very good posture after thin 
ill accident, and made the necessary dispositions 
for covering the country from any further at- 
tempt of the enemy, who still lie in the taxaf 
they were in before the battle. 

Letters from Brussels, dated the twenty-fiftk 
instant, advise, that notwithstanding the negotia- 
tions of a peace seem so far advanced, that some 
do confidently report the preliminaries of a treaty 
to be actusdly agreed on, yet the allies hasten 
their preparations for opening the campaign > 
find the forces of the Empire, &e Prussians, the 
Danes, the Wirtembergers, the Palatines, and 
Saxon auxiliaries, are in motion towards the ge^ 
nera! rendezvous, they being already arrived ia 
die neighbourhood of Brussels. These advicea 
add, that the deputies of the States of Holland, 
having made a general review of the troops in 
Tlanders, set out for Antwerp on the 21st instaiKt 
from that place. 
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9t»cfdicf aguat hominei 

nostri est farrag'o UbelU* 

Juv. Sat. I. S5,M. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Oar moUey paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From fmf own Apartment^ May 20. 

It is observed too often that men of wit do so 
inuch employ their thoughts upoii fine specula* 
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good sentence of* his own invention upon his 
dwelling-place,* to find out where he lives : ho 
is so near London, that his conceit is this, ^^ the 
country in town ;" or, " the town in the country ;** 
for you know, if theya?e hoth in one, they are all 
one. Besides that the ambiguity is not of ^reat 
consequence ; if you are safe at Uie place it is no 
matter if you do not distinctly know wh^re tho 
place is. But to return to the orthography of pub- 
lic places ; I propose, that every tradesman m, 
the cities of London and Westminster shall give 
me sixpence a quarter for keeping their sigpas in 
repair, as to the grammatical part; and I will 
take into my house a Swiss countf of my ac* 
quaintance, who can remember all their names 
without book, for dispatch sake, setting up thi» 
head of the said foreigner for my sign ; the £ea-> 
tures being strong, and fit for hanging hig^. 

St. James's Coffee-house, May 20. 

This day amail arrived from Holland, by which 
there are advices from Paris, that the kingdom of 
France is in the utmost misery and distraction. 
The merchants of Lyons have been at court, to 
remonstrate their great sufferings by the fdiure 
of their public credit; but have received no 
other satisfaction than promises of a sudden 
peace ; and that their debts will be made good bjf 
funds out of the revenue, which will not answer^ 
but in case of the peace which is promised. In 
the mean time, the cries of the common people 

* On Backin^hamJiouse, now tKe Queen's ptUee, irerft 
originally these inscriptions. On the front, <* Sic siti letaa« 
tar Lares ;" on the back front, << Has in urbe." Qn the side 
next the road, << Spectator fastidiosus sibi molesttts ;*' OA th^ 
^orth side, <<Lent^ ineaspit, oit6 perfecit." 

t Probably JohnsTames Heidegger^ es^ 
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are loud for want of bread, the gentry have lost 
all spirit and zeal for their country, and the king 
himself seems to languish under the anxiety of 
the pressing calamities of the nation, and retires 
from hearing those grievances which he hath not 
power to redressi Instead of preparations fpp 
war, and the defence of their country, there is no- 
thing to be seen but evident marks of a general 
despair : processions, fastings, public mournings 
and humiliations, are become the sole employ- 
ments of a people, who were lately the most vain 
and gay of any in the universe. 

The pope has written to the French king on 
the subject of a peace ; and his majesty has an- 
swered m the lowliest terms, that he entirely sub- 
mits his affairs to Divine Providence, and shall 
soon shew the world, that he prefers the tranquil- 
lity of his people to the glory of his arms, and ex- 
tent of his conquests. » 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-fourth 
say, that his excellency the Lord Townshend de- 
livered his credentials on that day to the States 
General, as plenipotentiary from the Queen of 
Great Britain ; as did also Count Zinzendorf, who 
bears the same character from the Emperor. 

Prince Eugene intended to set out the next 
day for Brussels, and his grace the Duke of 
Marlborough on the Tuesday following. The 
marquis de Torcy talks daily of going, but still 
continues there. The army of the allies is to as- 
semble on the seventh of next month at Helchin ; 
though it is generally believed that the prelimi- 
naries to a treaty are fully adjusted. 

The approach of the peace strikes a panic 
through our armies, though that of a battle could 
never do it ; and they almost repent of their brave- 
ry, that made si^ch haste to humblQ themselves and 

VOL. I. T 
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the French King. The Duke of Marlborough, 
though otherwise the greatest general of the age, 
has plainly shewn himself unacquainted with the 
arts of husbanding a war. He might have grown 
as old as the Duke of Alva, or Prince Waldeck 
in the low countries, and yet have got reputation 
enough every year for any reasonable man ; for 
the command of a General in Flanders hath been 
ever looked upon as a provision for life. For my 
part, I cannot see how his grace can answer it to 
the world, for the great eagerness he hath shewn 
to send an hundred thousand of the bravest fel- 
lows in Europe a-begging. But the private gen- 
tlemen of the infantry will be able to shift for 
themselves; a brave man can never starve in a 
country stocked with hen-roosts. " There is npt 
a yard of linen," says my honoured progenitor. Sir 
John Falstaff, " in my whole company ; but as for 
that,*' says this worthy knight, " I am in no great 
pain ; we shall find shirts on every hedge.*' 
There is another sort of gentlemen whom I am 
much more concerned for, and that is the ingeni- 
ous fraternity of which I have the honour to be 
an unworthy member : I mean the news-writers 
of Great Britain, whether Post-men or Post-boys*, 
or by what other name or title soever dignified or 
distinguished. The case of these gentlemen is, 
I think, more hard than that of the soldiers^ con- 
sidering that they have taken more towns, and 
fought more battles. They have been upon par- 
ties and skirmishes, when our armies have lain 
dtill ; and given the general assault to many a 
place, when the besiegers were quiet in their 
trenches. They have made us masters of seve- 

* " The Post-Boy*' was a scandalous ireekly paper, bj 
Abel Roper; and « The Flying Post,'' by George Kidpath, 
iras just such another. 



No. rs. TATLER.' 21§ 

ral strong towns many weeks before our generals 
could doit; and completed victories, when our 
greatest captains have been glad to come off with 
a drawn battle. Where Prince Eugene has slain 
his thousands^ Boyer* has slain his ten thousands. 
This gentleman can indeed be never enough com- 
mended for his courage and intrepidity during 
this whole war : he has laid about him with an in- 
expressible fury ; and, like the offended Mkrius 
of ancient Rome, made such havQC among his 
countrymen, as mustbe the work of two or three 
ages to repair. It must be confessed, the redoubt- 
ed Mr. Buckleyt has shed as much blood as the 
former ; but I cannot forbear saying (and I hope 
it will not look like envy,) that we regard our 
brother Buckley as a kind of Drawcansir who 
spares neither friend nor foe, but generally kills 
as many of his own side as the enemies. It is im- 
possible for this ingenious sort of men to subsist 
after a peace : every one remembers the shifts 
they were driven to in the reign of king Charles 
the Second, when they could not furnish out a 
single paper of news, without lighting up a com- 
et in Germany, or a fire m Moscow. There 
scarce appeared a letter without a paragraph on 
an earthquake. Prodigies were grown so fami- 
liar, that they had lost their name, as a great poet 
of that age has it. I remember Mr. Dyer|, who 
is justly looked upon by all the fox-hunters in the 
nation as the greatest statesman our country has 
produced, was particularly famous for dealing in- 
whales j insomuch, that in five months time (for 

* Abel Beyer, author of «« Tke Political State." 

I Samuel Btickley, printer of ** The Gazette," and also 
of The Daily Courant" 

• "Dyers Letter;" a newy-paper of that time, .which, 
according to Mr. Addison, was entitled to little credit. 
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I had the curiosity to examine his letters on tha.t 
occasion) he brought three into the jnoulh of the 
river Thames, besides two porpusses and a stur- 
geon. The judicious and wary Mr. Ichabod 
Dawks* hath all along been the rival of this great 
writer, and got himself a reputation from plagues 
and famines : by which, in those days, he destroy- 
ed as great multitudes, as he has lately done by 
the sword. In every dearth of news, Grand Ca- 
iro was sure to be unpeopled. 

It being therefore visible, that our society will 
be greater sufferers by the peace than the soldiery 
itself, insomuch that the Daily Courant is in dw- 
ger of being broken, my friend Dyer of being re- 
formed^ and the very best of the whole band of be- 
ing reduced to half pay; might I presume ta of- 
fer any thing in the behalf of my distressed breth- 
ren, I would humbly move, that an appendix of 
proper apartment^, furnished with pen, ink» and 
paper, and other necessaries of life> should be ad- 
ded to the hospital of Chelsea, for the relief of 
such decayed news-writers as have served their 
country in the wars ; and that for their exercise 
they should compile the annals of t<heir -brother 
veterans, who have been engaged in the same 
service, and are still obliged to do duty after the 
same manner. 

I cannot be thought to speak this out of an eye 
to any private interest ; for as my chief scenes of 
action are coffee-houses, play-houses, and my own, 
apartment, I am in no need of camps, fortifications, 
and fields of battle, to support me ; I do not call 
for heroes and generals to my assistance. Though 
the ofHcers are broken, and the armies disbanded, 
I shall still be safe, as long as there are men, or 

* lehabod Dawks^ *' another pooryepbtolary historian." 
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women, or politicians, or lovers, or poets, or. 
nymphs, or swains, or cits, or courtiers, in being. 
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Quicguid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dreamy 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 



From my. own Apartment, May 23. 

There is nothing can give a man of any consider- 
ation greater pain, than to see order and distinc- 
tion laid aside amongst men, especially when the 
rank (of which he himself is a member) is intru- 
ded upon by such as have no pretence to that hour 
our. The appellation of Esquire is the most 
notoriously abused in this kind, of any class 
amongst men ; insomuch, that it is become al- 
most the subject of derision : but I will be bold 
to say, this behaviour towards it proceeds from 
the ignorance of the people in its true origin. I 
shall therefore, as briefly as possible, do myself 
and all true Esquires the justice to look into anti- 
quity upon this subject. 

In the first ages of the world, before the inven- 
tion of jointures and settlements, when the noble 
passion of love had possession of the hearts of 
men, and the fair sex were not yet cultivated into 
the merciful disposition which they have showed 
in latter centuries, it was natural for great and 
heroic spirits to retire to rivulets^ woods, and 

T 2 
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caves, to lament their destiny, and the cruelty of 
the fair persons who were deaf to their lamenta- 
tions. The hero in tjiis distress was generally in 
armour, and in a readiness to fight any man he 
met with, especially if distinguished by any extra- 
ordinai^ qualifications : it being the nature of he- 
roic love to hate all merit, lest it should come 
within the observation of the cruel one by whom 
its own perfections are neglected. A lover of this 
kind had always about him a person of a second 
value, and subordinate to him, who could hear his 
afAictions, carry an enchantment for his wounds, 
hold his helmet when he was eatU7g (if ever he did 
cat), or in his absence, when he was retired to his 
apartment in any king's palace, tell the prince 
himself, or perhaps his daughter, the birth, pa- 
rentage, and adventures of his valiant master. 
This trusty companion was styled his Esquire, 
and was always fit for any offices about him ; was 
as gentle and chaste as a gentleman usher, quick 
and active as an equerry, smooth and eloquent as 
the master of the ceremonies. A man thus qua- 
lified was the first, as the ancients affirm, who wasi 
called an Esquire; and none without these ac- 
complishments ought to assume oui* order : but, 
to the utter disgrace and confusion of the heralds> 
every pretender is admitted into this fraternity, 
even persons the most foreign to this courteous 
institution. I have taken an inventory of all with- 
in this city, and looked over every letter in the 
Post-office, for my better information. There are 
of the Middle Temple, including all in the but- 
tery-books, and in the lists of the house, five-thou- 
sand.* In the Inner, four thousand.! In the 
King's Bench Walks, the whole buildings are in- 

• Itt Original TaUer, 4000. f In Origioa Tatter, 5000. 
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habited by Esquires only. The adjacent street of 
Essex, from Morris's CoflFee-house,* and, the tur- 
ning towards the Grecian, you cannot meet one 
who is not an Esquire, until you take water. Eve- 
ry house in Norfolk and ArundeUstreets is also 
governed by an Esquire, or his Lady : Soho-square, 
Bloomsbury-square,and all other places where the 
floors rises above nine feet, are so many universi- 
ties, where you enter yourselves, and become of 
ourorder. However, u this were the worst of the 
evil, it were to be supported, because they are ge- 
nerally men of some figure, and use ; though I 
know Tio pretence they have to an honour which 
had its rise from chivalry. But if you travel into 
the counties of Great Britain, we are still more im- 
posed upon by innovation. We are indeed derived 
from the field : but shall that give title to all that 
ride mad after foxes, that halloo when they see a 
hare, or venture their necks full speed adfter an 
hawk, immediately to commence Esquires ? No : 
our order is temperate, cleanly, sober, and chaste ; 
but these rural Esquires commit immodesties up- 
on haycocks, wear shirts half a week, and are 
drunk twice a day. These men are also, to the 
last degree, excessive in their food : an Esquire 
of Norfolk eats two pounds of dumplin every 
meal, as if obliged to do it by our order : an 
Esquire of Hampshire is as ravenous in devour- 
ing hog's flesh : one of Essex has as little mercy 
on calves. But I must take the liberty to protest 
against them, and acquaint those persons, that it 
is not the quantity they eat, but the manner of 
eating, that shows an Esquire. But, above all, I 
am most offended at small quillmen, and transcri- 
bing clerks, who are all come into our order} for no 

* Morris's Cofiee-boaie was in the Stnmd. 
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readob that! know of, but that they can easily 
flourish at the end of their name. I will under- 
take that, if you read the superscriptions to all the 
offices in the kingdom, you will not find three 
letters directed to any but Esquires. I have my- 
self a couple of clerks, and the rogues make no- 
thing of leaving nnessages upon each other's 
desk: one directs, " To Gregory Goosequill, 
Esquire '/' to which the other replies by a note, 
" To Nehemiah Dash well. Esquire, with res- 
pect ;*' in a word, it is now Pofiulua Armigero^ 
runty a people of Esquires. And I do not know 
but, by the late act of naturalization, foreigners 
will assume that title, as part of the immunity of 
being Englishmen. All these improprieties flow 
from the negligence of the Herald's-office. Those 
gentlemen in party-coloured habits do not so 
rightly, as they ought, understand themselves ; 
though they are dressed cafi-a-fiee in hierogly- 
phics, they are inwardly but ignorant men. I 
asked an acquaintance of mine, who is a man of 
wit, but of no fortune, and is forced to appear as 
a jack pudding on the stage to a mountebank : 
" Pr'ythee, Jack, why is your coat of so many co- 
lours ?" He replied, " I act a fool ; and this spot- 
ted dress is to signify, that every m^n living has a 
weak place about him ; for I am Knight of the 
Shire, and represent you all." I wish the he- 
ralds would know as well as this man does, in his 
way, that they are to act for us in the case of our 
arms and appellations: we should not then be> 
jumbled together in so promiscuous and absurd a 
manner. I design to take this matter into fur- 
ther consideration ; and no man shall be received 
as an l£squire, who cannot bring a certificate, 
that hfe has conquered some lady's obdurate 
heart; thath)ecwi lead up a country-dance ; ov 
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carry a message between her and her lover, with 
address, secrecy, and diligence. A Squire is 
properly bom for the service of the sex, and his 
c4edentials shall be signed by three toasts and 
lOne prude, before his title shall be i*eceived in my 
office. 

WilV^ Coffee-house^ May 23. 

On Saturday last was presented the Busy Body, 
a comedy, written (as I have heretofore remarked) 
by a wo.man. The plot and incidents of the play 
are laid with that sublety of spirit which is pecu- 
liar to females of wit, and is very seldom well 
performed by those of the other sex, in whom 
craft in l^v^ is an act of invention, and not, as 
with women, the effect of nature and instinct. 

To-morrow will be acted a play, called, the 
Trip to, the Jubilee. This performance is the 
greatest instance that we can have of the irresis- 
tible force of proper action. The dialogue in 
itself has something too low to bear a criticism 
upon it : but Mr. Wilks enters into the part 
with so much skill, that the gallantry, the youth, 
and gaiety of a young man of a plentiful fortune, 
are looked upon with as much indulgence on the 
stage, as in real life, without any of those inter- 
mixtures of wit and humour, which usually pre- 
possesses us in favour of such characters in other 
plays. 

St. James s Coffee-house, May 23. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-third 
instant, N. S. say, that Mr. Walpole (who is 
since arrived) was going with all expedition to 
Great Britain, whither they doubted not but he 
carried with him the preliminaries to a treaty of 
peace. The French minister, Monsieur Torcyt 
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Aas been observed, in thjs whole negotiationj to 
turn his discourse upon the calamities sent down 
by heaven upon France, and imputed the ne- 
cessities they were under to the immediate hand 
ei Providence, in inflicting a general scarcity of 
provision, rather than the superior genius of the 
generals, or the bravery of the armies ag^ainst 
them. It would be impious not to acknowledge 
the indulgence of Heaven to us ; but at the same 
time, as we are to love our enemies, we are glad 
to see them mortified enough to mix Christianity 
with their politics. An authentic letter from. 
Madam Maintenon to Monsieur Torcy has been 
stolen by a person about him, who has communi- 
cated a copy of it to some of the dependants of a 
minister of the allies. That epistle is writ in tiie 
most pathetic manner imaginable, and in a style 
which shows her genius, that has so long engros-' 
sed the heart of this great monarch. 

"Sir, 
"I received yours, and am sensible of the ad- 
dress and capacity with which you have hitherto 
transacted the great affair under your manage- 
ment. You well observe, that our wants here 
are not to be concealed : and that it is vanity to 
use artifices with the knowing men with whom 
you have to deal. Let me beg you, therefore, in 
this representation of our circumstances, to lay 
aside art, which ceases to be such when it is seen, 
and make use of all your skill to gain us what 
advantages you can from the enemy's jealousy of 
each other's greatness ; which is the place where' 
only you have room for any dexterity. If you 
have any passion for your imhappy country, or 
any affectioi^ for your distressed master, come 
home with peace. Oh Heaven ! do I live to talk 
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of Lewis the Great, as the object of pity ? The 
king shows a great uneasiness to be informed of 
all that passes : but, at the. same time, is fearful 
of every one who appears in his presence, lest 
he should bring an account of some new calam- 
ity. I know not in what terms to represent my 
thoughts to you when I speak of the king, with 
relation to his bodily health. Figure to yourself 
that immortal man, who stood in our public pla- 
ces represented with trophies, armour, and ter- 
rors, on his pedestal : consider, the invincible, 
the great, the good, the pious, the mighty, which 
were the usual epithets we gave him, both in pur 
language and thoughts. J say, consider him 
whom you knew the greatest and most glorious 
-of monarchs, and now think you see the same 
man an unhappy lazar, in the lowest circumstan- 
ces of human nature itself, without regard to the 
state from whence he is fallen. I write from his 
bed-side : he is at present in a slumber. I have 
many, many things to add ; but my tears flow too 
fast, and my sorrow is too big for utterance. 

*'Iam, kc." 

There is such a veneration due from all men 
to the persons of princes, that it were a sort of 
dishonesty to represent further the condition 
•which the king is in ; but it is certain, that, soon 
$Aer the receipt of these advices. Monsieur Tor- 
cy waited upon his grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough and the Lord Townshend ; and in that con- 
.ference gave up many points, which he had be- 
fore said were such as he must return to France 
before he could answer. 
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MThate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. 1 



White*8 Chocolate-house, May 24. 

It is not to be imagined how far prepossession 
will run away with people's understanding, in ca- 
lces wherein they are under present uneasiness. 
The following narration is a sufficient testimony 
of the truth of this observation. 

I had the honour the other day of a visit from 
a gentlewoman (a stranger to me^ who seemed 
to be about thirty. Her complexion is brown ; 
but the air of her face has an agreeableness 
which surpasses the beauties of the fairest 
women. There appeared in her look and mien 
a sprightly health ; and her eyes had too much 
vivacity to become the language of complaint^ 
which she began to enter into. She seemed sen- 
sible of it ; and therefore, with down cast lookS) 
•said she, ^ Mr. Bickerstaff, you see before you 
the unhappiest of women ; and therefore, as you 
-are esteemed by all the world both a great civil- 
ian, as well as an astrologer, I must desire your 
advice and assistance, in putting me in a method 
of obtaining a divorce from a marriage, which I 
know the law will pronounce void." " Madam,'- 
said I> "your grievance is of such a nature, tliat 
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you must be very ingenuous in representing the 
causes of your complaint, or I cannot give you 
the satisfaction you desire/* "Sir," she an- 
swers, "I believe there would be no need of 
half your skill in the art of divination, to guess 
why a woman would pait from her husband." « It 
is true," said I ; " but suspicions, or guesses at 
what you mean, nay certainty of it, except you 
plainly speak it, are no foundation for a formal 
suit." She clapped her fan before her face ; 
" My husband," said she, " is no more an hus- 
band" (here she burst into tears) " than o*ie of 
the Italian singers." 

"Madam," said I, "the affliction you complain 
of is to be redressed by law ; but, at the same 
time, consider what mortifications you are to go 
through, in bringing it into open court : how will 
you be able to bear the impertinent whispers, of 
the people present at the trial, the licentious re- 
flections of the pleaders, and the interpretations 
that will in general be put upon your conduct by 
all the world ? * How little (will they say) could 
that lady command her passions !* Besides, con- 
sider, that curbing our desires is the greatest 
glory we can arrive at in this world, and will be 
most rewarded in the next." She answered, like 
a prudent matron ; " Sir, if you please to remem- 
ber the office of matrimony, the first cause of its 
institution is that of having posterity. There- 
fore, as to the curbing desires, I am willing to 
undergo any abstinence from food as you please" 
to enjoin me ; but I cannot, with any quiet of 
mind, live, in the neglect of a necessary duty, 
and an express commandment. Increase and mul^ 
tifily.^^ (Observing she was learned, and knew so 
well the duties of life, I turned my arguments 
rather to dehort her from this public procedure 
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by examfrfes than pirecepu. << Do Imt considQiv 
MadaiBy what crowds of beauteous women iive 
10 nuimerieS) secluded for ever from the sight audi 
conver^tion of men^ with all the alacrity of spi- 
rit imaginable ; they spend their time in heaven* 
ly rapturesy in constant and frequent devotions^ 
and at proper hours in agreeable conversations.** 
" Sir," said she hastily, " tell not me of Papists^ 
or of any of their idolatries." " Well then, Ma* 
dam, consider how many fine ladies live innocent- 
ly in the eye of the world, and this gay town, in. 
the inidst of temptation; there is the witty Mrs. 
W is a virgin of forty-four, Mrs. T— s ia 

thirty-nine, Mrs. !> ce thirty-three; yet you 
see they laugh, and are gay, at the park, at tho 
play-house, at balls^ and at visits; and so mucb 
at ease, that all this seems hardly a self-denial/* 
^ Mr. Bickerstaff," said she, with some emotion^ 
" you are an excellent casuist ; but the last word 
destroyed your whole argument ; if it is not sel^ 
denial, it is no virtue. I presented you with aa 
half guinea, in hopes not only to have my con- 
science eased, but my fortune told. " Yet"— 
^ Well, Madam," said I, " pray of what ajg^e is 
your husband?" "He is," replied my injured 
client, " fifty ; and I have been his wife fifteen 
years." " How happened it you never commu« 
nicated your distress, in all this time, to yo\» 
friends and relations ?" She answered, "He ha« 
been thus but a fortnight." I am the most seri* 
ous naan in the world to look at, and yet could nojT 
forbear laughing out. " Why, Madam, in case dt 
infirmity which proceeds only from age, the law 
gives no remedy." " Sir," said she, " I find you 
have no more learning than Dr. Case ; and I am 
told of a yo^mg man, not five ^id twenty, just 
<^oine from Oxford^ Iq ^Yvam V-^Ul communicate 
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this whole matter, and doubt not but he trill ap« 
pear to have seven times more useful and satis* 
j&ctory knowled^ than f ou and all your boasted 
§amilj.** Thus I have entirely lost my client: 
but if this tedious narrative preserves Pastorella 
flx>m the -intended marriage with one twenty- 
years her senior-- 4i> save a fine lady, I am con*> 
tented to have nly learning; decried, and my pre- 
dictions bound up with Poor Robin's almanacks* 

WilVs Coffee-house, May 25. 

This evening was acted the Recruiting Offi- 
cer, in which Mr. Estcourt's proper sense and 
obaertation is what supports the play. There is 
not) in my humble opinion, the humour hit in 
Sergeant Kite ; but it is admirably supplied by 
liis action.. If I have skill to judge, that man is 
an excellent actor ; but the crowd of the audi«> 
dice are fitter for representations at May-fairg 
than a theatre^royal. Yet that fair is now broke^ 
at well as the theatre is breaking : but it is allow** 
«d ttiil to sell animals there. Therefore, if any 
bbdy or gentleman have occasion for a tame ele* 
phant, let them inquire of Mr. Penkethman, who 
kas one to dispose of at a reasonable rate. The 
downfal of May-fair has quite sunk the price of 
tiiis noble creature, as well as of many other 
curiosities of nature. A tiger will sell almost as 
cheap as an ox; and I am credibly informed, a 
man may purchase a cat with three legs, for very 
near the value of one with four. I hear likewise 
that there is a great desolation among the gentle- 
men and ladies who were the ornaments of the 
town, and used to shine in plumes and diadems ; 
the heroes being most of them pressed, and the 

2ueens beating hemp. Mrs. Saraband, so famous 
>r her ingenious puppet-aYiovj5\ia.^^^\.\x^ ^^^> 
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in the Exchange, where she sells her little tro6p 
under the term ai jointed babies, I could not but be- 
solicitous to know of her, how she had disposed 
of that rake-hell Punch, whose lewd life and con- 
versation had given so much scandal, and did not a 
little contribute to the ruin of the fair. She told 
me, with a sigh, " That, despairing of ever re- 
claiming him, she would not offer to place him in 
a civil family, but got him in a post upon a stall, 
in Wapping, where he may be seen from sun- 
rising to sun-setting, with a glass in one hand, 
and a p^>e in the other, as centry to a (brandy- 
shop.*' The great revolutions of this nature 
bring to my mind the distresses of the unfortu- 
nate Camilla, who has had the ill luck to break 
before her voice, and to disappear at a time when 
her beauty was in the height of its bloom. This 
lady entered so thoroughly into the great charac- 
ters she acted, that when she had finished her 
part, she could not think of retrenching her equi- 
page, but would appear in her own lodgings with 
the same magnificence that she did upon the 
stage. This greatness of soul has reduced that 
unhappy princess to an involuntary retirementf 
where she now passes her time among the woods 
and forests, thinking on the crowns and scep- 
tres she has lost, and often humming over in h^r 
■solitude, 

I was born of royal race. 

Yet must wander in disgrace, &e. 

But, for fear of being overheard, and her qua- 
lity known, she usually sings it in Italian, 

JN'acqm al regno, nacgui al trono, 
E per aono 
Iventurata pastorella. 

Since I have touched upon this subject, I shall 
communicate to my reader part of a letter I have 
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received from ^i ingenious friend at Amsterdam, 
where there is a very noble theatre ; though the 
xnainner of furnishing it with actors is something 
peculiar to that place, and gives us occasion to 
admire both the politeness and frugality of the 
people. 

" My friends have kept me here a week longer 
than ordinary, to see one of their plays, which 
was performed last night with great applause. 
The actors are aU of them tradesmen ; who, after 
their day*8 work is over, earn about a guilder a 
night by personating kings and generals. The 
hero of the tragedy I saw was a journeyman tai- 
lor, and his first minister of state a coifee-man. 
The empress made me think of Paithenope in 
the Rehearsal ; for her mother keeps an alehouse 
ii^^he suburbs of Amsterdam. When the tra- 
gedy was over they entertained us with a short 
rarce, in which the cobler did his part to a mira- 
cle ; but, upon inquiry, I found he had really 
been working at his own trade^ and representing 
on the stage what he acted every day in his shop. 
The profits of the tlieatre maintain an hospital ; 
for as here they do not think the profession of an 
actor the only trade that a man ought to exercise ; 
80 they will not allow any body to grow rich in a 
profession that, in their o{Hnion, so little con- 
duces to the good of the commonwealth. If I 
am not mistaken, your play-houses in England 
have done the same thing ; for, unless I am mis- 
informed, the hospital at Dulwich was erected and 
endowed by Mr. AUeyn, a player : and it is also 
said, a &mous she-tragedian has settled her es- 
tate, after her death, for the maintenance of de- 
cayed wits, who are to be taken in as soon as they 
grow dull, at whatever time of dieir )ife thsit 
«ball bappen.'* 
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St. Jamet^s Coffee-tuntse, May 25. 

Letters from the Hague, of the thirty-first in- 
stant, N. S. say, that the articles preliminary to 
a general peace were settled, communicated to 
the States General, and all the foreign ministers 
residing there, and transmitted to their respec- 
tive masters on the twenty-eighth. Monsieur 
Torcy immediately returned to the court of 
France, from whence he is expected agsdn on 
the fourth of the next month with those articles 
ratified by that court. The Hague is agreed 
upon for the place of treaty, and the fifteenth of 
the next month the day on which it is to com* 
mence. The terms whereon this negotiation is 
founded are not yet delivered by public author- 
ity; but what is most generally received is as 
follows : 

Her Majesty's right and title, and the Protes- 
tant succession, to these dominions, is forthwith 
to be acknowledged. King Charles is to be 
owned the lawful sovereign of Spain. The 
French King shall not only recall his troops out 
of that kingdom, and deliver up to the Allies the 
towns of Roses, Fontarabia, and Pampelona ; but, 
in case the Duke of Anjou shall not retire out of 
the Spanish dominions, he shall be obliged to as- 
sist the Allies to force him from thence. A ces^ 
satipn of arms is agreed upon for two months from 
the first day of the treaty. The port and fortifi- 
cations of Dunkirk are to be demolished within 
four months ; but the town itself left in the hands 
of the French. The Pretender is to be obliged 
to leave France. All Newfoundland is to be re- 
stored to the English. As to the other parts of 
America, the French are to restore whatever 
they may have taken from the English^ as the 
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English in like manner are to give up what they 
may, have taken from the French, before the 
commencement of the treaty. The trade be- 
tween Great Britain and France shall be*settled 
upon the same foundation as in the reign of King 
Charles the Second. 

The Dutch are to have for their barriers, New- 
port, Berg, St. Vinox, Furnes, Ipres, Lisle, Tour- 
nay, Douay, Valenciennes, Cond6, Maubeuge, 
Mons, Charleroy, Namur, and Luxemburg; all 
which places shall be delivered up to the allies 
before the end of June. The trade between Hol- 
land and France shall be on the same foot as in 
1664. The cities of Strasburg, Brisac, and Al- 
satia, shall be restored to the Emperor and em- 
pire ; and the King of France, pursuant to the 
treaty of Westphalia in 1 648, shall only retain 
the protection of ten Imperial cities, viz. Colmar, 
Schlestat, Haguenau, Munster, Turkeim, Kei- 
sember, Obrenheim, Rosheim, Weisemberg, and 
Landau. Huninguen, Fort-Louis, Fort-Khicl, 
and New-Brisac, shall be demolished, and all 
the fortifications from Basil to Philipsburg. 
The King of Prussia shall remain in the peaceable 
possession of Neufchatel. The affair of Orange, 
as also the pretensions of his Prussian Majesty 
in the Franche Comte, shall be determined at 
this general negotiation of peace. The Duke of 
Savoy shall have a restitution made of all that 
has been taken from him by the French, and re- 
main master of Exilles, Chamont, Fenestrelles, 
and the valley of Pragelas*. 

* In the first edition of the Tatler, in folio, there is the 
following addition to this paper : ** It is said that Monsieur 
Torcy, when he signed this instrument, hroke into this ex- 
ilAmation : * Would Colbert haye signed sueh a treaty for 
France ?' On which a ministe;r present was pleased to say. 
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Quiequid agunt hondnea^^^ 

noatrieatfarragftUbeUi. 

Juv. Sat. I. 85^ ^ 

"Whate'ep men do, or say, or think, op dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-housey May 26. 

A GENTLEMAN has wHt to mc out of the country 
a very civil letter, and said things which I sup- 
press with great violence to my vanity. There 
are many terms in my narratives which he com- 
plains want explsdning ; and has therefore desired 
that, for the benefit of my country readers, I 
would let him know what I mean by a Gentle- 
man, a pretty Fellow, a Toast, a Coquet, a Critict 
a Wit, and all other appellations of those now ia 
the gayer world, who are in possession of these 
several characters ; together with an account of 
those who unfortunately pretend to them. I shall 
begin with him we usually call a Gentleman, or 
rnan of conversation. 

It is generally thought that warmth of imagi- 
nation, quick relish of pleasure, and a manner of 
becoming it, are the ^ost essential quitlities for 
forming this 6ort of man. But any one that is 
much in company will observe, that the height 
of good breeding is shewn rather in never giving 
offence, than in doing obliging things : thus he 
that never shocks you, though he is seldom en- 
tertaining, is more likely to keep your favour^ 

' CoIfoerC himself vo«td hftve been proud ta have UTci 
Fnoiee ia Amw «ireuBUilMi«o« o« »^ch teriot.'' 
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than he who often entertains, dnd sometiiiies dis- 
pleases you. The most necessary talent there- 
fore in a man of conversation, which is what we 
ordinarily intend by a fine Gentleman, is a good 
judgment. He that has this in perfection is mas- 
ter of his companion, without letting him see it ; 
and has the same advantage over men of any 
other qualifications whatsoever as one that can 
see would have over a blind man of ten times his 
strength. 

This is what makes Sophronius the darling of 
all who converse with him, and the most powerful 
with his acquaintance of any man in town. By the 
light of this faculty he acts with great ease and 
freedom among the men of pleasure, and acquits 
himself with skill and dispatch among the men of 
business : all which he performs with such suc- 
cess, that, with as much discretion in life as any 
man ever had, he neither is, nor appears cunning: 
but as he does a good ofHce, if ever he does it, 
ivith readiness and alacrity; so he denies, what he 
does not care to engage in, in a manner that con- 
vinces you that you ought not to have asked it. 
His judgment is so good and unerring, and ac- 
companied with so cheerful a spirit, that his con- 
versation is a continual feast, at which he helps 
some, and is helped by others, in such a manner, 
that the equality of society is perfectly kept up, 
and every man obliges as much as he is obliged : 
for, it is the greatest and jAstest skill, in a man of 
superior understanding, to know how to be on a 
level with his companions. This sweet disposi- 
tion runs through all the actions of Sophronius, 
and makes his company desired by women, with- 
out being envied by men. Sophronius would be 
as just as he is, if there were no law ; and would 
be as discreet as he is, if there were no such thing 
as calumny. 
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tn imitation of this agreeable beifig^, is made that 
animsd ve call a pretty Fellow; who, being just 
^ble to find out* that what makes Sophronius ao 
ceptable is a natural behaviour, in order to the 
same reputation, makes his own an artificial one. 
Jack Dimple is his perfect mimic, whereby he is« 
of course, the n>ost unlike him of all men living. 
Sophronius just now passed into the inner robnik 
directly forMrard; Jack comes as fast after as ho 
can for the right and left looking-glass, in which 
he had but just approved himself by a nod at each, 
and marched on. He will meditate within for 
half an hour, until he thinks he is not careless 
enough in his air, and come back to the mirror to 
recollect his forgetfulness. 

Will's Coffte^lumse, May 27. 

This night was acted the comedy called Thft 
Fox ;* but I wonder the modem writers do not uail 
their interest in the house to suppress such repre-* 
aentations. A man that has been at thU-wHl hard^ 
br like any other play during the season: there-* 
fore I humbly move, that the writings, as well as 
dresses, of the last age should give way to the pre* 
sent fashion. We are come into a good method 
enough (if we were not interrupted in our niirth 
by such an apparition as a play of Jonsoh's) td 
be entertained at more ease, both to the specta« 
tor and the writer, than in the days of old. It is 
nd difficulty to get hati and swords, and wigs and 
shoes, and every thing else, from the shops in 
town ; and make a man shew himself by his habit^ 
without more ado, to be a counsellor, a fop, a 
courtier, or a citizen, and not be obliged to make 
those characters talk in different dialects to be dis* 

♦ Printed id 1605. 
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ttngiushed from each other. This is certainly the 
surest and best way o£ writing ; but such a play as 
this makes a man for a month after over-run with 
criticism^ and inquire, " What every man on the 
stage said ? what had such a one to do to meddle 
wi^ such a thing ? how came the other, who was 
bred after this or that manner, to speak so like a 
man conversant among a different people ?" These 
questions rob us of all our pleasure ; for, at this 
fate, no sentence in a play should be spoken by 
any one character which could possibly enter into 
the head of any other man represented in it ; but 
every sentiment should be peculiar to him only 
who utters it. Laborious Ben's works will bear 
thissort of inquisition; but if the present writers 
were thus examined, and the offences against this 
rule cut out, few plays would be long enough for 
the whole evening's entertainment. 

But I do not know how they did in those old 
times. This same Ben Jonson has made every 
one's passion in this play be towards money; and 
yet not one of them expresses that desire, or en- 
deavours to obtain it, any way but what is peculiar 
to him only ; one sacrifices his wife, another his 
|irofession, another his posterity, from the same 
xaotive; but their characters are kept so skilfully 
apart, that it seems prodigious their discourses 
^ould rise from the invention of the same author. 

But the poets are a nest of hornets, and I will 
drive these thoughts no farther ; but must men- 
tion some hard treatment I am like to meet with 
from my brother \friters. I am credibly inform- 
ed, that the author of a play, called <' Love in a 
liollow Tree/' has made some remarks upon my 
late discourse on " The Naked Truth." I can- 
not blame a gentleman for writing g^ainst any er- 
ror; itisfor the good of the le^]:ii^d world. But I 
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lYOuld have the thing fairly left between us two, 
and not under the protection of patrons : but my 
intelligence is, that he hath dedicated his treatise 
to the honourable Mr. Ed d H^ rd. 

From my own Apartment, May 27- 
To Isaac Bickerstaff, EsquiRE. 
•«Sir, Yorky May \ 6,1709. 

" Being convinced, as the whole world is, how 
infallible your predictions are, and having the hon- 
our to be your near relation of the StaDian fami- 
ly, I was under great concern at one of your pre- 
dictions relating to yourself, wherein you foretold 
your own death would happen on the seventeenth 
instant, unless it were prevented by the assistance 
of well disposed people. I have therefore pre- 
vailed on my own modesty to send you a piece of 
news, which may serve, instead of Goddard's* 
drops, to keep you alive for two days, until nature 
be able to recover itself, or until you meet with 
some better help from other hands. Therefore, 
without further ceremony, I will relate a singular 
adventure just happened in the place where I am 
writing, whereof it may be highly useful for the 
public to be informed. 

*^ Three young ladies of our to^vn were on Sa- 
turday last indicted for witchcraft. The witnes- 
ses against the first deposed, upon oath, before 
Jusdce Bindover, that she kept spirits locked up 
in vessels, which sometimes appeared in flames 
pf blue fire; that she used magical herbs, with 
some of which she drew in hundreds of men daily 
to her, who went out from her presence all infia- 

* Dr. Jonathan Goddard was the physician and confidant 
of Cromwell, a member of the Royal Society, and medical 
professor of Gresham College. 

*i, 
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med> their mouths parched, and a hot steam issu- 
ing from them, attended with a grievous stench ; 
that matiy of the said men were, by the force of 
that herb, metamorphosed into swine, and lay wal- 
lowing in the kennels for twenty -four hours before 
they could re -assume their shapes or their sen- 
ses. 

" It was proved against the second, that she cut 
off by night the limbs from dead bodies that were 
hanged, and was seen to dig holes in the ground, 
to mutter some conjurmg words, and bury pieces 
of the flesh aftfer the usual manner of witches. 

" The third was accused for a notorious piece 
of sorcery, long practised by hags, of moulding up 
pieces of dough into the shapes of men, women, 
and children; th«n heating them at a gentle fire, 
which had a sympathetic power to torment the 
bowels of those in the neighbourhood. 

"This was the sum of what was objected against 
the three ladies ; who indeed, had nothing to say 
in their own defence but downright deny the facts, 
which is like to avail very little when they come 
upon their trials. 

" But the parson of our parish, a strange re- 
fractory man, will believe nothing of all this ; so 
that the whole town cries out, * Shame ! that one 
of his coat should be such an atheist ;' and design 
to complain of him to the bishop : he goes about 
very oddly to solve the matter. He supposes 
that the first of these ladies keeping a brandy and 
tobacco shop, the fellows went out smoking ; and 
got drunk towards evening, and made themselves 
beasts. He says, the second is, a butcher's daugh- 
ter, and sometimes brings, a quarter of mutton 
from the slaughter-house overnight against a mar- 
ket-day, and once buried a bit of beef in the 
ground, as a knoivn receipt to cure warts on be r 
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hfuids. The parson af&rms, that the third sells 
gingerbread ; which, to please the children, she is 
forced to stamp with images before it is baked > 
and if it burns their guts, it is because they eat 
too much, or do not drink after it. 

" These are the answers he giV^s to solve those 
wonderful phenomena ; upon which I shall not 
animadvert, but leave it among philosophers : and 
soi wishing you all success m your undertakings 
for the amendment of the world, I remain, dear 
cousin, 

" Your most affectionate kinsman, 
" and humble sei*vant, 

" Ephraim Bedstafe. 

^ P. S. Those who were condemned to death 
among the Athenians were obliged to take a dose 
of poison, which made them die upwards; seizing 
first upon their feet, making them cold and insen« 
sible, and so ascending gradually, until it reached 
the vital parts* I believe youi* death, which you 
foretold would happen on the seventeenth instant, 
will fall out in the same way, and that your distem-v 
per hath already seized on you, and makes prog- 
ress daily. The lower part of you, that is, the 
Advertisements, is dead ; and these have risen for 
these ten days last past, so that they now take up 
almost a whole paragraph. Pray, Sir, dp you en- 
deavour to drive this distemper as much as pos- 
sible to the extreme parts, and keep it there, as 
wise folks do the gout : for, if it once gets into 
your stomach, it will soon fly up into your head, 
and you are a dead man." 

St. James's Cqffeerhouse, May 27. 

We hear from Leghorn, that Sir Edward Whit' 
aker, with five men of war, foj^r transports, and 
two fire-ships, were amved at that port; and 
Admiral Byng was suddenly expected. Tl^eit* 



squadrons being joined, they designed to sail di- 
rectly for Pinal, to transport the reinforcements 
lodged in those parts to Barcelona. 

They write froiti Milan, that Count Thaun ar^ 
rived there on the sixteenth instant, N. S. and 
proceeded on his journey to Tiirin on the twen- 
ty-first, in order to concert such measures with 
his Royal Highness, as shall appear necessary f6r 
the operations of the eiisuing campaign. 
• Advices from Dauphin^ say, that the troops of 
the Duke of Savoy begin already to appear in 
those vallies, whereof he made himself master the 
last year; and that the Duke of Bei*wick applied 
himself with all imaginable diligence to secure 
the passes of the mountains, by ordering intrench- 
ments to be made towards Brian gon, Tourneau^ 
and the valley of Queiras. That general has also 
been at Marseilles and Toulon, to hasten thfe 
transportation of the corn and provisions design- 
ed for his army. 

Letters from Vienna, bearing date May the 
tUrenty-third, N. S. import, that the Cardinal of 
ISaxe Zeits and the Prince of Lich ten stein were 
preparing to set out for Presburg, to assist at 
the diet Of the States of Hungary, which is to be 
assembled at that place on the twenty -fifth of 
this month. General Heister will shortly appear^ 
at the head of his army at Trentschin, which 
place is appointed for the general rendezvous of 
the Imperial forces in Hungary ; from whence 
he will advance to lay 4iiege to Newha\j3el. Irt 
the mean time reinforcements, with a great traiti 
of artillery, are marching the same way. Thfe 
King of Denmark arrived on the tenth instant at 
Inspruck, and on the twenty-fifth at Dresden, un- 
der a triple discharge ol the artillery of that pbce ; 
but his Majesty refused the ceremonies of a pub- 
lic entry. 
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Our letters from the Upper Rhine say, that the 
Imperial army began to form itself at Etlingen ; 
where the respective deputies of the Elector Pa- 
latine, the Prince of Baden Durlacb, the Bisho- 
pric of Spires, &c. were assembled, and had ta- 
ken the necessary measures for the provision of 
forage, the security of the country against the in- 
cursions of the enemy, and laying a bridge over 
the Rhine. Several vessels laden with com are 
daily passing before Frankfort for the Lower 
Rhine. 

Letters from Poland inform us, that a detach- 
tachment of Muscovite cavalry, under the com- 
mand of General Instand, had joined the confe- 
derate army; and the infantry, commanded by 
General Goltz, was expected to come up within 
few days. These succours will amount to twen- 
ty-thousand men. 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated June 
the fourth, N. S. say, that they expected a cou- 
rier from the French Court, with a ratification of 
the preliminaries, that night or the day following. 
His grace the Duke of Marlbomugh will set out 
for Brussels on Wednesday or Thursday next, 
if the dispatches which are expe^cted from Paris 
do not alter his resolutions. Letters from Major- 
ca confirm the honorable capitulation of the castle 
of Alicant, and also the death of the Governor, 
Major-general Richards, Colonel Sibourg, and 
Major Vignolles, who were all buried in the ruins 
of that place by the springing of the great mine, 
which did, it seems, more execution than was 
reported. Monsieur Torcy passed through 
Mons in his return, and had there a long confer- 
ence with the Elector of Bavaria ; after which, 
that Prince spoke publicly of the treatment he 
had received from France with the utmost indig- 
]iation. 
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'*^* Any person that shall come publkly abroad 
in a fantastical habit, contrary to the present mode 
and fashion, except Don Diego Dismallo,* or any 
other out of poverty, shall have his name and 
dress inserted in our next. 

N. B. Mr. Howd'yecall is desired to leave off 
those buttons. 



es 
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QtUcquid a^nt hondnei 

nostri est farrago UbelU. 

Juv. Sat. 1.85, S6. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whites Chocolate-house^ May 28. 

I CAME hither this evening to see fashions; and 
ivho should I first encounter but my old friend 
Cynthio (encompassed by a crowd of young fel- 
lows) dictating on the passion of love with the gay* 
est airimaginable ! " Well," says he, " as to what 
Iknow of the matter, there is nothing but ogling 
with skill carries a woman ; but indeed it is not 
every fool that is capable of this art ; you will 
find twenty can speak eloquently, fifty that can 
fight manfully, and a thousand that can dress gen- 
teelly at a mistress, where there is one that can 
gaze skilfully. This requires an exquisite judg* 
ment, to take the language of her eyes to yours 

* This is well known to have been a nick-name giveti, in 
the rage of party,lo a very respectabU sobleman^ the £«rl 
•f I^otfbghfUA* 

X2 
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exactly,. and not let yours talk too fast for hers ; 
as at a play between the acts, when beau Frisk 
stands upon a bench full in Lindamira's face, and 
her dear eyes are searching round to avoid that 
flaring open fool; she meets the watchful glance 
of her true lover, and sees his heart attentive on 
her charms, and waiting for a second twinkle of 
her eye for its next motion.** Here the good 
company sneered but he goes on. " Nor is this 
attendance a slavery, when a man meets with en- 
couragement, and her eye comes often in his 
way: for, after an evening so spent, and the repe- 
tition of four or five significant looks at him, the 
happy man goes home to his lodgings full of ten 
thousand pleasing images : his brain is dilated, 
and gives him all the ideas and prospects w;liich 
it ever lets into its seat of pleasure. Thus, a 
kind look from Lindamira revives in his imagina- 
tion all the beauteous lawns, green fields, woods, 
forest^, rivers, and solitudes, which he had ever 
before seen in picture, description, or real life ; 
and all with this addition, that he now sees them 
with the eyes of a happy lover, as before only 
witii those of a common man. You laugh, gen- 
tlemen, but consider yourselves (ye common peo- 
ple, that were never in love,) and compare your- 
selvesin good humour with yourselves out of hu- 
mour, and ye will then acknowledge, that all ex- 
ternal objects afi'ect you according to the dispo- 
sitions ye are in to receive their impressions, 
and not as those objects are in their own nature. 
How much more shall all that passes within his 
view and observation touch with delight a man 
who is prepossessed with successful love, which 
is an assemblage of soft affection, gay desires, 
and hopeful resolutions 1" 
Poor Cynthio went on at this raib to the crowd 



about hiin> without any purpose in his talk, but 
to vent an he^rt overflowing with sense of suc- 
cess. I wondered what could exalt him from 
the distress, in which he had long appeared, to 
so much alacrity ; but my familiar has given me 
the state of his affairs. It seems, then, that late- 
ly coming out of the play-house, his mistress^ 
who knows he is in her livery, as the manner of 
insolent beauties is, is resolved to keep him still 
so, and gave him so much wages as to complain 
to him, of the crpwd she was to pass through. 
He had his wits and resolution enough about him 
to take her hand, and say, he would attend her to 
the coach. All the way thither my good young 
man stammered at every word, and stumbled at 
every step. His mistress, wonderfully pleased 
with her triumph, put to him a thousand ques- 
tions, to make a man of his natural wit speak with 
hesitation ; and let drop her fan, to see him reco- 
ver it awkwardly. This is the whole foundation 
of Cynthio's recovery to the sprightly air he ap- 
pears with at present. 

I grew mighty curiou3 to know something more 
of that lady's affairs, as being amazed how she 
could dally with an offer of one of his merit and 
fortune. I sent Pacolet to her lodgings, who im- 
mediately brought me back the following letter 
to her friend and confidant Amanda in the cpun- * 
try, wherein she has opened her heart and all its 
folds. 

"Dear Amanda, 

" The town grows so empty, that you must ex- 
pect my letter so too, except you will allow me 
to talk of myself instead of others. You cannot 
imagine what pain it is, after a whole day spent 
in public, to ^nt your company, and the ease 
which friendsl^ allows inbei|igvain to eachoth- 
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^r, and speaking all our minds. An account of 
the slaughter which these unhappy eyes have 
made within ten days last past, would tnake me 
appear too great a tyrant to be allowed in a Chris« 
tiiui country. I shall therefore confine' myself 
to my principle conquests, which are the hearts 
of beau Frisk and Jack Freeland, besides Cynthic^ 
who, you know, wore my fetters before you wenfi 
out of town. Shall I tell you my weakness ? I 
begin to love Frisk; it is the best-humoured im- 
pertinent thing in the world : he is always too in 
waiting, and will certainly carry me off one time 
or other. Freeland's father and mine have been 
upon treaty without consulting me ; and Cynthia 
has been eternally watching my eyes, without ap- 
proaching me, my friends, my maid, or any one 
about me : he hopes to get me, I believe, as they 
say the rattle^snake does the squirrel, by staring 
at me until I drop into his mouth. Freeland de- 
mands me for a jointure^ which he thinks deserve* 
me ; Gynthio thinks nothing high enough to be 
my value : Freeland therefore will take it for no 
obligation to have me ; and Cynthio's idea of me 
is what will vanish by knowing me better. Fami- 
liarity will equally turn the veneration of the one^ 
and the indifference of the other, into contempt. 
I will stick therefore to my old maxim, to have 
that sort of a man who can have no greater views 
than what are in my power to give him posses- 
sion of. The utmost of my dear Frisk's ambition 
is, to be thought a man of fashion ; and therefore 
has been so much in mode, as to resolve upon me^ 
because the whole town likes me. Thus I choose 
rather a man who loves me because others do^ 
than one who approves me on his own judgment. 
He that judges for himself in kve will often 
Change his opinion i but he that fouo ws the Dense 
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of others must be constant, as long as a woman 
can make advances. Th,e visits I make, the en- 
tertainments I give, and the addresses I receive, 
will be all arguments for me with a man of 
Frisk's second-hand genius; but would be so 
many bars to my happiness with any other man. 
However, since Frisk can wait, I shajl enjoy a 
summer or two longer, and remain a single wo- 
man, in the sublime pleasure of being followed 
and admired ; which nothing can equal except 
that of being beloved by you. I am, &c." 

Wiirs Coffee-house, May 30. 

My chief business here this evening was to 
«peak to my friends in behalf of honest Cave 
Underbill, who has been a comic for three gene- 
rations : my father admired him extremely when 
he was a boy. There is certainly nature excel- 
lently represented in his manner of action; in 
which he ever avoided the general fault in play- 
ers, of doing too much. It must be confessed, he 
has not the merit of some ingenious persons now 
on the stage, of adding to his authors ; for the ac- 
tors : were so dull in the last age, that many of 
them have gone out of the world, without having 
ever spoke one word of their own in the theatre. 
Poor Cave is so mortified, that he quibbles and 
tells you, he pretends only to act a part fit for a 
man who has one foot in the grave, viz. a grave 
digger. All admirers of true comedy, it is ho- 
ped, will have, the gratitude to be present on the 
last day of his acting, who if he does not happen 
to please them, will have it even then to say, that 
it is his first offence. 

But there is a gentleman here, who says he 
has it from goqd hands, that there is actually a 
subscriptipn made by many persons of wit and 
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fjualitjr for the encouragement of neW* comedies* 
This design will very much contribute to the im- 
provement and diversion of the town ; but as 
every man is most concerned for himself, I^ 
>vho am of a saturnine and melanch<^7 complex- 
ion, cannot but murmur, that there is not an equal 
invitation to write tragedies ; having by me^ iii 
my book of common places, enough to enable 
me to finish a very sad one by the fifth of the next 
month. I have the farewell of a general, with a 
truncheon in his hand, dying for love, in six lines* 
I have the principles of a politician (who does all 
the mischief in the play), together with his dec- 
laration on the vanitjr of ambition in his last mo- 
ments, expressed in a page and an half. I hare 
all my oaths ready, and my similies want nothing 
but application. I will not pretend U> give you 
an account of the plot, it being the ^^me de^iga 
upon which all tragedies have been writ fi^r seve<^ 
ral years last past ; and, from the beginning of 
the first scene, the frequenters of the house ma^ 
know as well as the author wheti the battle is td 
be fought, the lady to yields and the hero proceed 
to his wedding and coronation.-^ Besides these ad^- 
vantages which I have in readiness, 1 have an emi- 
nent tragedian very much my friend^ who shall 
Gome in and go through the whole five acts with-' 
out troubling me for one sentence, whether he is 
to kill or be killed, love or be loved^ win battles 
or lose them, or whatever other tragical perfor- 
mance I shall please to assign him. 

From my ovon Apartment, May 30. 

I have this day received a letter, subscribed 
Fidelia, that gives me an account of an inchant- 
ment under which a young lady suffers, and de- 
sires my help to exorcise her from th^ power of 
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the sorcerer, Her lover is a rake of sixty ; the 
lady a virtuous wcmian of tw^nty-fiv^ : her rela- 
tions are to the last degree afflicted, and amazed 
at this irregular passion. Their sorrow I knoir 
not how to remove, but can their astonishment i 
for, there is no spirit in woman half so prevalent 
as that of contradiction, which is the sole cause 
of her perseverance. Let the whole family go 
dressed in a body, and call the bride to-morrow 
morning to her nuptials, and I will undertake the 
inconst'^t will forget her lover in the midst of 
all his aches. But if this expedient does not suc- 
ceed, I must be so just to the young lady^s dis- 
tinguishing sense, as to applaud her choice. A 
fine young woman, at last, is but what is due from 
fate to an honest fellow,, who has suffered so un-^ 
mercifully by the sex; and I think we cannot 
enough celebrate her heroic virtue, who (like the 
patriot that ended a pestilence by plunging him- 
self into a gulph) gives herself up to gorge that 
dragon which has devoured so many virgins be- 
fore her. 

*if* A letter directed " To Isaac Bickerstaff^ 
Esquire, Astrologer and Physician in ordinary 
to her Majesty's subjects of Great, with respect,*^ 
is come to hand. 
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Qidcguid agunt hominei 

noatri est farrago UbeUi. 

Juv. Sat. I. 85, 8S. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, May 31. 

The generality of mankind are so very fond of 
this world, and of staying in it, that a man cannot 
have eminent skill in any one art, but tJiey will, in 
spite of his teeth, make him a physician also, 
that being the science the worldlings have most 
need of. I pretended, when I first set up, to as- 
trology only ; but I am told, I have deep skill also 
in medicine. I am applied to now by a gentle- 
man for my advice in behalf of his wife, who, 
upon the least matrimonial difficulty, is exces- 
sively troubled with fits, and can bear no man- 
ner of passion without falling into immediate 
convulsions. I must confess it is a case I have 
known before, and remember the party was re- 
covered by certain words pronounced in the 
midst of the fit, by the learned doctor who per- 
formed the cure. These ails have usually their 
begitining from the affections of the mind ; there ^ 
fore you must have patience to let me give you an 
instance, whereby you may discern the cause of 
the distemper, and then proceed in the cure as 
follows : 

A fine town-lady wds married to a gentleman 
of ancient descent in one of the counties of Great 
Britain, who had good humour to ^ weakness, and 
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-^ras that sort of person of whom it is usually saidy 
he is no man's enemy but his own : one who had 
too much tenderness of soul to have any authori- 
ty with his wife ; and she too little sense to give 
him any authority, for that reason. His kind wife 
observed this temper in him, and made proper 
use of it. But, knowing it was below a gentlewo- 
man to wrangle, she resolved upon an expedient 
to save decorum, and wear her dear to her point at 
the same time. She therefore took upon hertogov^ 
cm him, by falling into fits whenever she was re-^ 
pulsed in a request, or contradicted in a discourse v 
It was a fish-day, when, in the midst of her hus- 
band's good-humour at table, she bethought her- 
self to try her project. She made signs that she 
had swallowed a bone. The man grew pale as 
ashes, and ran to her assistance, calling for drink. 
" No, my dear," said she, recovering, " it is 
down ; do not be frightened." This accident hcn 
trayed his softness enough. The next day she 
complained, a lady's chariot, whose husband had 
not half his estate, had a crane-neck, and hung 
with twice the air that hers did. He answered, 
" Madam, you know my income ; you know I 
have lost two coach-horses this spring" — down 
she fell—" Hartshorn ! Betty, Susan, AUce, throw- 
water in her face." With much care and pains 
she was at last brought to herself, and the vehi* 
cle in which she visited was amended in the nicest 
manner, to prevent relapses ; but they frequently 
happened during that husband's whole life, which 
he had the good fortune to end in few years af- 
ter. The disconsolate soon pitched upon a very 
agreeable successor, whom she very prudently 
designed to govern by the same method. This 
man knew her little arts, and resolved to break 
through all tenderness, and be absohite master as 
VOL. I. • y 
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to6n as occasion offered. One day it happ^nedi 
that a discourse arose about furniture ; he was 
Very glad of the occasion, and fell into an invec* 
tive against china, protesting he would never Icf 
five pounds more of his money he laid out that 
way as long as he breathed. She immediately 
fainted— ^he starts up as amazed, and calls for 
help — the maids run to the closet. He chafes 
iier face, bends her forward, and beats the palms 
of her hands : her convulsions increase, and 
down she tumbles on the floor, where she lies 
quite dead, in spite of what the whole faxnily^ 
from the nursery to the kitchen, could do for her 
relief. - 

While every servant was thus helping or la- 
menting their mistress, he, fixing his cheek to 
hers, seemed to be following in a trance of sor- 
row ; but secretly whispers her, " My dear, this 
trill never do : what is within my power and for- 
tune^ you may always command ; but none of 
your artifices : you are quite in other hands than 
those you passed these pretty passions upon.*' 
This made her almost in the condition she pre- 
tended ; her convulsions now came thicker, nor 
was she to be held down. The kind man dou« 
bles his care, helps the servants to throw water in 
her face by full quarts; and when the sinking 
part of the fit came again, " Well, my dear," 
said he, " I applaud your action, but I must takef 
Tny leave of you until you are more sincere with 
me; farewell for ever: you shall always know 
where to hear of me, and want for nothing.** 
With that he ordered the maids to keep plying 
her with hartshorn, while he went for a physician: 
he was scarce at the stair head when she followed, 
and, pulling him into a closet, thanked him for 
her cure i which was so absolute? that she gaye. 



/ 



me this relatipn herself, to be cpmijfiunicated for 
tthe benefit of all thp voluntary invalids of her 
9ex. 

St. Janie8*s Ccffee-houae, June I, 

Advices from Brussels of the sixth instant^ 
JI« S. say, his Highness Prinpe Eugene had vci- 
peived a letter from Monsieur Torcy, wher^ii^ 
that minister, after n^any expressions of great 
respect, acquaints him, that his master had absQ? 
lately refused to sign thp preliminaries to the 
treaty Virhich he had, in his Majesty's behalf, cpi>- 
rented to at the Hague. Upon the receipt of 
^is intelligence, the face of things at that place 
V^ imixiediately altered, and the necessary or? 
4ers were transmitted to the troops (which layr 
|Qost remote from thence) to move towards the 
place of rendezvous with all expedition. The 
enemy seem also to prepare for the field, and have 
at present drawn together twenty-five thousand 
men in the plains of Lene. Marshal Villars is 
|tt the he^d of those troops ; and has given the 
jgenerais under his command all possible assu^ 
ranees, that he will turn the fate of the war tQ 
jthe adva^itage of his master. 

They w^ite from the Hague of Ahfi sevpnth^ 
iJiat Monsieur Rouille had received orders froi^ 
ithe Court of France, to signify to the States-Ge- 
iieral, and the Ministers of the High AUieS) that 
the K.ing could not consent to the preUjninarie? 
of ja treaty of peacej as it was offered to him by 
Monsieur Torcy. The great difficulty is the bu- 
siness of Spain, on which particular his ministers 
seemed only to say, during the treaty, that it was 
net so immediately under their masteiv*s4ii^e€t^n, 
^s that he could engage for its being relinquished 
by the J)qke of Anjou ; but now he posijtivej^ 
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answers, that he cannot comply with what his 
Minister has promised in his behalf; even in \ 
such points as are wholly in himself to act id> or 
not. This has had no other effect than to give 
the alliance fresh arguments for being difl&dent 
of engagements entered into by France. The 
Pensioner made a report of all which this Miius- 
ter had declared to the Deputies of the Statfes- t 
General, and all things turn towards a vigorous i 
war. The Duke of Marlborough designed to t 
leave the Hague within two days, in order to put 
himself at the head of the army, which is to as- 
semble on the seventeenth instant between the 
Scheld and the Lis. A fleet of eighty sail, laden 
with corn, from the Baltic, is an4ved in the Tejtel. 
The States have sent circular letters to all the 
provinces, to notify this change of affairs, and 
animate their subjects to new resolutions Jn de- 
fence of their country. 

From my own Apartment, May 31. 

' The public is not so little my concern, thougli 
1 am but a student, as that I should not interest 
myself in the present great things in agitation. 
I am still of opinion the French King will sign 
the preliminaries. With that view, I have sent 
him, by my familiar, the following epistle, and 
admonished him, on pain of what I shall say of 
him to future generations, to act with sincerity 
on this occasion. 

<^ London^ May 3 1 . 

" Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, of Great Britain, 
to Lewis XIV. of France. 

" The surprising news which arrived this day, 
of your Majesty's having refused to sign the 
treaty your Ministers iiave in a manner sued for, 
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«iat gives ground to this application to your 
[ajesty, from one, whose name, perhaps, is top 
4?bicure to have ever reached your territories; 
but one, who, with all the European world, is af- 
fected witii your determinations. Therefore, as it 
is mine ^d the coipiipon cause of mankind^ I pre- 

^ spme to expostulate with you on this occasion. 
It yrUls I douht not, S4)pear to the vulvar extrava^ 

^ gant, that the actions of a mighty Pnnce should 
be balanced by the censure of a private man, 
whose approbation oi* dislike are equally con- 
temptible in their eyes, when they regi^d the 
jbhfones of sovereigns. But your Majesty h^ 
shewn, through the whole course of your reig^, 
too great a value for liberal arts, to lie insc^sibie 
that true fame lies only in the iuinds of leiirned 
men, by whpm it is to be transmitted to futurity^ 
with marks of honour or reproach to the en^ of 
time. The date of human life is too short to re- 
compense the cares which attend the ipost priva^ 
condition. Therefore it is, that our souls are made, 
as it were, too big for it ; and extend themselves 
in the prospect of a longei* existence, in a good 
fame, and memory of worthy actions^ after our 
decease. The whale ra Aof men have this pas- 
sion in some degree impmnted in their bosom^, 
which is the strongest and noblest incitation to 
honest attempts : but the base use of the arts q£ 
peace, eloquence, poetry, and all the parts of 
learning, have been possessed by souls so unwor-^ 
thy of Uiose faculdes, that the names and appell^* 
tioQs of things have been confoimded by the la* 
hours and writings of prostituted men, who have 
stamped a reputation upon such actipns as are in 
themselves the objects of contempt and disgi*ace. 
This is th^t which has misled your Majesty in the 
conduct of jpur xeiguy and made that life; vbi(rb 

jr2 
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might have been the most imitable, the most to 
be avoided. To this it is, that the great and 
excellent qualities, of which your Majesty is 
master, are lost in their application ; and your 
Majesty has been carrying on for many years the 
most cruel tyranny, with all the noble methods 
which are used to support a just reign. Thus it 
is, that it avails nothing that you are a bountiful 
master ; that you are so generous as to reward \ 
even the unsuccessful with honour and riches ; 
that no laudable action passes unrewarded in 
your kingdom; that you have searched all na- 
tions for obscure merit i in a word, that you 
are in your private character endowed with eve- 
ry princely quality ; when all that is subject- 
ed to unjust and ill-taught ambition, which, to the 
injuiy of the world, is gilded by those endow- 
ments. However, if your majesty will coiiaa*^' 
cend to look into your own soul, and consider all 
its faculties and weaknesses with impartiality; 
if you will but be convinced, that life is support- 
ed in you by the ordinary methods of food, rest, 
and sleep; you will think it impossible that 
•you could ever be so muchimposed on, as to have 
been vtrrought into aJj^lief, that so may thousands 
of the same make \^Kh yourself were formed by- 
Providence for no other end, but by the hazard 
of their very being to extend the conquests and 
gloiy of an individual of their own species. A 
very little reflection will convince your Majesty, 
that such cannot be the intent of the Creator ; 
and, if not, what horror must it give your Majesty 
to think of the vast devastations your ambition 
has made among your fellow-creatures ! While 
the waimth of youth, the flattery of crowds, and a 
continual series of success and triumph indulged 
your Majesty in this illusion of mu|d}^i^v^ less 
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to be wondered at, that you proceeded in this mis- 
taken pursuit of grandeur ; but when age, disap- 
pointments, public calamities, personal distem- 
pers, and the reverse of all that makes men forget 
their true being, are fallen upon you ; heavens 1 
is it possible you can live without remorse ? Can 
the wretched man be a tyrant ? can grief study 
torments ? can sorrow be cruel ? 

*' Your Majesty will observe, I do not bring 
against you a railing accusation ; but, as you are 
a strict professor of religion, I beseech your 
Majesty to stop the effusion of biood, by receiv- 
ing the opportunity which presents itself for the 
preservation of your distressed people. Be no 
longer so infatuated, as to hope for renown from 
murder and violence ; but consider that the great 
<|ay will come, in which this world and all its 
* glory .shall change in a moment; when nature 
shall sicken, and the earth and sea give up the 
bodies committed to them, to appear before the 
last tribunal. Will it then, O King i be an an- 
swer for the lives of millions, who have fallen by 
the sword, ' They perished for my glory ?' That 
day will come on, and one like it is immediately 
approaching: injured nations advance towards 
thy habitation ; vengeance has begun its inarch, 
which is to be diverted only by the penitence of 
the oppressor. Awake, O monarch, from thy 
lethargy 1 disdain the abuses thou hast received ; 
pull down the statue which calls thee immortal ; 
be truly great : tear thy purple, and put on sack- 
xlpth. 

*' I am, 

thy generous enemy, 

Isaac Bickerstafp.'* 
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noHri ^t farrago HbeOh 

Juv. Sk.1. 85^ 8j^ 

Whatever men do, or M17, or think, or dream, 

jQnr mottej paper seizes for its thane. ^. 

Wluie'$ Chocolate-house, Jymt 2. 

In mjr ^{>er of the twenty-eighth <^the last month 
\ mentioned aeveral charactersy which want e}c- 
planation to t^e generality of readers; among 
Athers, 1 spoke of a Pretty Fellow. I have since 
feceiyed a kind admonition in a letter, to take cane 
that I do not omit to shew also what is meant b^r 
a Yex^ Pretty Fellow; which is to be allowed as a 
iiharacter by itself, and a person exalted above 
ihe other by a peculiar sprightliness; as one who^ 
l>y a distinguishing^ vigour^ outstrips his compan- 
ions, and h^ thereby deserved and obtained a par- 
idcular appellation or nick-name of familiarity. 
Bome have this xiistinction from the fair sex, who 
lire so generous as to take into their protecticm 
such as are laughed at by themen, and place them 
ibr that reason in degrees of favour. 

The chief of this sort is Colonel Brunett, who 
is a man of fashion, because he will be so ; and 
practises a veiy janly way of behaviour, because 
lie is too careless to know when he offends, and 
too sanguine to be mortified if he did know it. 
Thus the colonel has met with a.towQ ready to re* 
ceive him, and cannot possibly see why he should 
not 9is^ use of their &vour, and set himself in 
Xht first degree of conversation. Therefore he 
is yery successfully loud ^laou^ \5afc mv^^j^TA %^ 



iniliar among the ladies, and dissolute among the 
]*akes. Thus he is admitted in one place, because 
he is so in another ; and every man treats Bninett 
well, not out of his particular esteem for him, but 
in respect to the opinion of others. It is to me a 
solid pleasure to see the world thus mistaken on 
the good-natured side ; for, it is ten to one but 
the colonel mounts into a general officer, mar* 
lies a fine lady, and is master of a good estate, be- 
fore they come to explain upon him. What gives 
most delight to me in this observation is, that all 
this arises from pure nature, and the colonel can 
accoimt for his success no more than those by 
whom he succeeds. For these causes and consi* 
derations, I pronounce him a true woman's man^ 
and in the first degree " A very pretty Fellow.'* 
The next to a man of this universal genius is 
one who is peculiarly formed for the service of 
the ladies, and his merit chiefly is to be of no con- 
sequence. I am, indeed, a little in doubt, wheth« 
cr he ought not rather to be called a very Happy, 
than a very Pretty Fellow ? for he is admitted at 
all hours ; all he says or does, which would offend 
in another, are passed over in him; and all actions 
and speeches which please, doubly please if they^ 
come from him: no one wonders or takes notice 
when he is wrong ; but all admire him when he is 
in the right By the way, it is fit to remark, that 
there are people of better sense than these, who 
endeavour at this character ; but they are out of 
nature ; and though, with some industry, they get 
the characters of fools, they cannot arrive to be 
veryy seldom to be merely " Pretty Fellows." But, 
where nature has formed a person for this station 
amongst men, he is gifted with a peculiar genius 
for success, and his very errors and absurdities 
A:ontribute to it ; this felicity «Xl<cwiMi's^\ss^ 



life's end: Cm*, it b^ing io a manp^r i^eces^&ry 
that he should be of no consequence, he is as wc% 
in old age as youth ; and I know a nian^ wl^se soi| 
has been some years a ^< Pretty Fellow," who i^ 
Iiimseif at this hour a vert Pretty JPellow. 

One must jEnove tenderly in this nlace, for w9 
^xc now in the ladies lodgings, ana speakiB^ of 
auch as are supported by their j^iflueace aj^d £91^ 
Jjovlt; against which ther/^ is not, neither ougli^ 
there to be, any dispute or observation. But wheifL 
ire come intp ^af»r^ fyp^ m^ 9W xmy talk 9, little 
more at MM^ge. 

Give me leavp th^n to mention l^&$f whom | 
io no^ doubt but we §halj see make qonsidprabl^ 
j^urea; and these are si^ch as JEbr l^eir Baccli% 
BaMan perjan:^(ai^ces nf^uat b^ a4i;n^^ into liiis 
jjpder- Tksy 9P^ thr^ brothers lately laniiea 
^ov^ Splland| ^ y^t, jindeed, they h^ve not |na4^ 
jj^ir pi^bHc Cintry, b^t iodgp and iionyerse a^ Wajpr 
2Hng' T\^ have ^ner^t^ already fn the w^tet:r 
fij4e particular titles: tl^ 6r^ is c^led HogiSr 
jje^di rte secoi>d, Qulverin; a^d thf ^ird, Wu^ 
g^et. TW^ fipaterftijy is ppepHJ'ipjg i^ x^ir end pf 
%\^p towJ^ by theif ability h^ ^0 e^e^xdsea of Qa^^ 
fhus, aiad mueasi^^e t|ieir ti^Epe and n^e^it ^ <U<}^ 
freight and power of di*inkii^. ^<^shead is ^ 
jprettier fellow thao. Cujveri]), by two quarts ; an4 
4Cu)verin than M^sqyet, hf a ^U pint It is tp b^ 
JTeared Hogshead is^o often top fi^ll, and CulveriipL 
pyerlpaded, that lyiiusquet wilt >be the only lasting 
Very Pj'etty Fellow of the three. 

A third sort of this df^nomipatipQ is such as, by 
very darii^g adventures in lovp^ have pHrchaae^ 
^o theinselves renown ^d new nances ; aa Jo Car^ 
^, for his excessive strength ao^ vigour; ^ovif^ 
J>iybo^S} for his generous loss of youth au^ 
jftealtbi #4 ftjwwnjfi % j^is ^i^Leritorfpjis rotten^ 
ness. 



These gf*4^a( and leading spirits at^ ff^iM t6 
lall such of our British youth as i^ould arfite at 
Jyeif^ctioti ki these different kinds; and if their 
parts and accomplishments were well imitated^ ii 
Is not doubted but that our nation would soon ex- 
eel all others in wit and arts> as they already d4 
m arms. 

N. B. The gentlemali who stole Betty Pepin* 
Aiay own it, for he is allowed to be " a vrhy Pret* 
ty Fellow." 

But y/te must proceed td the explanation of 
ether terms in our wiitings. 

To know what a Toast is in the country giyefir 
as much perplexity as she herself does in townt 
and indeed the learned difffer very much upon the 
erigihal of this word, and the acceptation of it 
among the modems. Howerer, it is by all agreed 
to have a joyous and cheerful import. A toast, in 
a cold morning, heightened by nutmeg, and sweet- 
toed with sugar, has for many ages been given to 
onr rural dispensers of justice, before they enter- 
ed upon causes, and has been of great and politic 
Use to takte off" the severity of their sentences ; but 
has, indeed, been remarkable for one ill effect, 
that it inclines those who use it immoderately to 
speak Latin, to the admiration rather than infor*^ 
mation of an audience. This api^ication of a toast 
makes it very obvious, that the word may, with- 
out a metaphor, be understood as an apt name for 
a thing which raises us in the most sovereign de- 
gree. But many of the wits of the last age will as- 
seit, that the word in its present sense, was known 
among them in their youth, and had its rise froiti 

* The kept nristress of a knight of the thire near Brentford 
-who sq^uakkAered his estate on vomeD^ and in contested elei- 
Uons. 
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an accident at the town of Bath, in the reign of 
King Charles the Second. 

It happened that, on a public day, a celebrated 
Beauty of those times was in the Cross Bath, and 
one of the crowd of her admirers took a glass of 
the water in which the fair one stood, and drank 
her health to the company. There was in the 
place a gay fellow half fuddled, who oifered to 
jump in, and swore, though he liked not the 
liquor, he would have the toast. He was oppo* 
Bed in his resolution ; yet this whim gave fouu" 
dation to the present honour which is done to the 
lady we mention in our liquors ; who has ever 
since been called a Toast. 

Though this institution had so trivial a begin-« 
ning, it is now elevated into a formal order ; and 
that happy virgin, who is received and drunk ta 
at their meetings, has ho more to do in this life 
but to judge and accept of the first good ofFer^ 
The manner of her inauguration is much like 
that of the choice of a Doge in Venice ; it is; 
performed by balloting ; and when she is so cho- 
sen, she reigns indisputably for that ensuing 
year ; but must be elected a-new to prolong hep 
empire a moment beyond it. When she is regu- 
larly chosen, her name is written with a diamond 
on a drinking-glass.* The hieroglyphic of the 
diamond is to shew her, that her value is imagi- 
nary ; and that of the glass to acquaint her that 
her condition is frail, and depends on the hand 
which holds her. This wise design admonishes 

* It was the fashion of the time, to insorihe verses thos.to 
the reigning beauties. Several of Uiese sprightly produc'^ 
tions, *' on the toasting-glasses of the Kit-cat Ulab>''^ by the 
Lords Halifax, Wharton, Lansdowne, and Carbuijr, hy Mr. 
Maynwaring, and other poetical members of that ipgeniouji 
society, may be seen in Nichols's " Select Collection ft Mis* 
oellany Poems," vol v. p. 168—178, 27^. 
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intVf nettber to over-rate or depredajte her 
eharms ; as well con^dering and applying, that 
it is petfecUy according to the humour and taste 
oC the company) whether the toast is eaten, or 
left as an offal. 

The foremost of the whole rank of toasts, an<I 
tiie most indisputed in their present empire, are 
Mrs. Gatty and Mrs. Frontlet : the first an agree- 
^le, the second an awful beauty. These ktdies 
are perfect friends, out of a knowledge, that their 
perfections are too different to stand in competi- 
don. He that likes Gatty can have no relish for 
BO solenm a creature as Frontlet ; and an admi- 
ler of Frontlet will call Gatty a maypole girl. 
Gatty for crer smiles upon you ; and Frontlet 
disdains to see you smile. Gatty's love is a shi- 
ning quick flame ; Frontlet's, a slow wasting fire. 
Gatty likes the man that diverts her ; Frontlet, 
liim who adores her. Gatty always improves the 
soil in which she travels ; Frontlet lays waste the 
country. Gatty does not only smile, but laughs 
at her lover ; Frontlet not only looks serious, but 
frowns at him« All the men of wit (and cox- 
combs their followers) are professed servants of 
Gatty; the politicians and pretenders give so- 
lemn worship to Frontlet- Their reign will be 
best judged of by its duration. Frontlet will 
never be chosen more ; and Gatty is a toast for 
fife. 

St. Jameses Caffee-hause^ June 3. 

Letters from Hamburgh of the seventh inst. 
N. S. inform us, that no art or cost is omitted to 
make the stay of his Danish Majesty at Dresden 
agreeable : but there are various speculations up- 
on the interview between King Augustus and that 
Prince, many putting politic constructions upoxn 

voi*. I. % 
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his Danish Majesty's arrival at: a time when his 
troops are marching out of Hungary, with orders 
to pass through Saxony, where it is given out, 
that they are to be recruited. It is said also, that 
several Polish senators have invited King Augus- 
tus to return into Poland. His Majesty of Swe- 
den, according to the same advices, has passed 
the Nieper without any opposition from the Mus- 
covites, and advances with all possible expedition 
towards Volhinia, where he proposes to joia 
King Stanislaus and General Crassau. 

We hear from Bern of the first instant, N. S. 
that there is not a province in France, from 
whence the Court is not apprehensive of recei- 
ving accounts of public emotions,, occasioned by 
the want of com. The general diet of the thirteen 
cantons is assembled at Baden, but have not yet 
entered upon business ; so that the affair of Tock- 
enburgh is yet at a stand. 

Letters from the Hague, dated the eleventh 
instant,^ N. S. advise, that Monsieur Rouille ha- 
ving acquainted the ministers of the allies, that 
his master had refused to ratify the pi*eliminaries 
of a treaty adjusted with Monsieur Torcy, set 
out for Paris on Sunday morning. The same 
day the foreign ministers met a committee of the 
^tates-general, where Monsieur Van Hessen 
opened the business upon which they were as- 
sembled, and in a very warm discourse laid bc^ 
fore them the conduct of France ii^the late nego- 
tiations, representing the abject manner in which 
she had laid open her own distresses, that reduced 
lier to a compliance with the demands of all the 
allies, and her meanness in receding from those 
points to which Monsieur Torcy had consented^ 
The respective ministers of each potentate of 
.the alliance severally expressed their resentment 
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of ^e faithless behaviour of the French^ and 
gave each other ihutual assurances of the con- 
stancy and resolution of their principals, to pro- 
ceed with the utmost vigour against the commpn 
enemy. His grace the Duke of Marlborough 
set out for the Hague on the ninth of the after- 
nooU) and lay that night at Rotterdam^ from 
whence at four the next morning he proceeded to- 
wards Antwerp, with a design to reach Ghent 
the next day. AH the troops in the Low Coun- 
tries are m motion towards the general rendez- 
Tous between the Scheld and the Lis : the whole 
army will be formed on the twelfth instant ; and 
it is said, that on the fourteenth they will advance 
towards the enemy's country. In the mean time 
the Marshal de Villars has assembled the French 
Ibrces between Lens, La Bassee, and Douay. 

Yesterday morning Sir John Norris, with the 
squadron under his command, sailed from the 
Downs for Holland. 

From my awn Apartment^ June 3. 

I have the honour of the following letter from 
a gentleman whom I receive into my family, and 
order the heralds at arms to enrol him accor- 
dingly. 

" Mr. Bickerstaff, 

" Though you have excluded me the honoUf 
of your family, yet I have ventured to corres- 
pond with the same great persons as yourself, 
and have wrote this post to the King of France ; 
though I am in a manner unknovm in his coun- 
try, and have not been seen there these m^hy 
months : 
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TO LEWIS IM GBANa 

^ Th(Mi|^ in yoar cofintry Tm uiikiioirii, 

Tet, sir, I BHUt •dvke you { 
df late so poor aod saean you're gro«i%» 

ThAt all the world despise yo«. 

Kere Termlft eat your Majeflty» 
Tliere aaca^ swlijects stand onfbd^ 

What sarer signs of poverQry 
Than many Bee and little bread I 

Then, Sir, Ae preaent raaniite alwoactf 

Our armies are advanaed : 
Those terms you at the Hague refuse^ 
At Paris won't he granted. 

€oD8ider this, aqd Dunkirk raai!». 

And Anna's title own ; 
tSend one preteiider out to graze, 

Aad MB tile other home. 

<* Your humble serrantf 

B&£AD Trifi Staff 09 htfK*^ 



STo. 35. TUESDAY, JUNE ^ I3W- 



Qidcguid agunt hondnet 

nostri ett farrago KbelB. \ 

Juv. Sat. I. S5, Sff. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dreaiii« 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. F« 

White's Chocolate-house, June 5. 

A LKTTER from from a young lady, written ia 
the most passionate terms, wherein she laments 
the misfortune of a gentleman, her lover, who was 
lately wounded in a duel, has turned my thoughts 
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to that subject, and inclined me to examine into 
the causes which, precipitate men into so fatal a 
follf. And as it has been proposed to treat of 
subjects of gallantry in the article from hence, 
and no one point in nature is more proper to be 
considered by the company who frequent this 
place than tliat of duels, it is worth our considera- 
tion to examine into this chimerical groundless 
humour, and to lay every other thought aside, un- 
til we have stripped it of all its false pretences to 
credit and reputation amongst men. 

But I must confess, when I con^der what I am 
going about, and run over in my imagination all 
the endless crowd of men of honour who will be 
offended at such a discourse ; I am undertaking, 
methinks, a work worthy an invulnerable hero in 
romance, rather than a private gentleman with a 
single rapier : bu^ as I am pretty well acquainted, 
by great opportunities, with the nature of man, 
and know of a truth that all men fight against 
their will, the danger vanishes, and resolution rises 
upon this subject. For this reason, I shall talk 
very freely on a custom which all men wish ex- 
{kloded, though no man has courage enough to re- 
sist it. 

But there is one unintelligible word, which I 
fear will extremely perplex my dissertation, and 
I confess to you I find very hard to explain, which 
is the term *' satisfaction." An honest country 
gentleman had the misfortune to fall into compa- 
ny with two or three modem men of honour, 
where he happened to. be very ill treated ; and 
one of the company being conscious of his offence, 
sends a note to him in the morning, and tells him, 
he was ready to give him satisfaction, « This is 
fine doing," says the plain fellow; ^Mast night he 
sent me away cursedly out of humour, and this 

z 2 
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morning he fancies it would be a 9atUfaction to 
be run Uirough the body." 

As the matter at present stands, it is not to dA 
handsome actions denominates a man of honour; 
it is enough if he dares to defend ill ones. Thus 
you often see a common sharper in competitioA 
with a gentleman of the first rank : though aU 
mankind is convinced, that a fighting gamester is 
only a pckpocket with the courage of an high' 
wayman. One cannot with any patience reflect 
oi} the unaccountable jumble of persons and things 
in this town and nation; which occasions veiy 
frequently, that a brave man fails by a hand below 
that of a common hangman, and yet his execu- 
tioner esciqies the clutches of the hangman for 
doing it I shall therefore herealiter consider, 
how the bravest men in other ages and nations 
have behaved themselves upon such incidents as 
we decide by combat; and shew, from their prac- 
tice, that this resentment neither has its founda- 
tion from true reason or solid fame ; but is an im- 
posture, tnade of cowardice,'falsehood,and want of 
understanding. For this work, a good history of 
quarrels would be very edifying to the public ; and 
I apply myself to the town for particulars and cir- 
cumstances within their knowledge, which may 
serve to embellish the dissertation with proper 
cuts. Most of the quarrels I have ever known, 
have proceeded from some valiant coxcomb's per- 
sisting in the wrong, to defend some prevailing 
folly, and preserve himself from the ingenuous- 
ness of owning a mistake. 

By this means it is called ^ giving a nuui satis" 
fitction/' to urge your offence against him with 
your sword; which puts me in mind of Peter's 
order to the keeper, in The Tale of a Tube ** if 
fou neglect to do all this^ damn you and your gse- 
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neradon for ever ; and so we bid you heartily fare- 
well." If the contradiction in the very terms of 
one of our challenges were as well explained and 
turned into downright English, would it not run 
after this manner I 

« Sir, 

^ Your extraordinary behaviour last night and 
the liberty you were pleased to take with me, 
makes me this morning give you this, to tell youv^ 
because you are an ill bred puppy, I will meet you 
in Hyde-p^k an hour hence, and because you 
want both breeding and humanity, I desire you 
will come with a pistol in your hand, on horsebacki 
and endeavour to shoot me through the head, to 
teach you more manners. If ypu fail of doing me 
this pleasure, I shall say you are a rascal on every 
post in town : and so. Sir, if you will not injure 
me more, I shall never forgive what you have 
done already. Pray, Sir, do not fail of getting eve- 
ry thing ready ; and you will infinitely oblige. Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, Sec. 

From my own jiparfmentj June 6, 

Among the many employments I am necessa* 
rily put upon by ipy friends, that of giving ad- 
vice is the most unwelcome to me ; and, indeed 
I am forced to use a little art in the matter ; for, 
some people will ask counsel of you, when they 
have already acted what they tell you is still un* 
der deliberation. I had almost lost a very good 
friend the other day, who came to know *^ how I 
liked his design to marry such a lady ?*' I answer- 
ed, <* By no means , and I must be positive against 
it, for very solid reasons which are not proper to 
be communicated." " Not proper to be commu* 
nicated ;" said he, with a grave air ; ^' I will know 
the bottom of this." I saw him moyed^ and knew 
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from thence he was already detennined ; therefore 
evaded it by saying, " To tell you the truth, dear 
Frank, of all women living, I would have her 
myself.'* " Isaac,'* said he, " thou art too late, 
for we have been both one these two months.** 

I learned this caution by a gentleman's consul- 
ting me formerly about his son. He railed at his 
damned extravagance, and told me, " in a very 
little time he would beggar him by the cxorbi-^ 
tant bills which came from Oxford every quarter.'* 
^ Make the rogue bite upon the bridle," said I ; 
" pay none of his bills ; it will but encourage him 
to further trespasses." He looked plaguy sour at 
me. His son soon after sent up a paper of ver- 
ses, forsooth, in print on the last public occasion ; 
upon which, he is convinced the boy has parts, 
and a lad of spirit is not to be too much cramped 
in his maintenance, lest he take ill courses. 
Neither father nor son can ever since endure th6 
sight of me. 

Th^se sort of people ask opinions only out 
of the fulness of their heart on the subject of 
their perplexity, and not from a desire of infor- 
mation. 

There is nothing so easy as to find out which 
opinion the man in doubt has a mind to ; there- 
fore the sure way is, to tell him that is certainly 
to be chosen. Then you are to be very clear 
and positive ; leave no handle for scruple. 
'* Bless me ! Sir, there is no room for a question I'* 
This rivets you into his heart ; for you at once 
applaud his wisdom, and gratify his inclination. 
However, I had too much bowels to be insincere 
to a man who came yesterday to know of me, 
with which, of two eminent men in the city, he 
should place his son ? Their names are Paulo and 
Avaro. This gave me much debate with myself, 



t>ecause not only the fortune of the youth, bu£ 
Ids virtue also, (iependeth upon this choice* 
The men are equally wealthy ; but they dijEfer in 
the use and application of their riches, which 
you immediately see upon entering their doors. 

The haUtajtion of Paulo has at <»ice the air of 
9. nobleman aind a merchant. You see the ser-^ 
vantft act with affection to their master, and 
satisfaction in theD(iselves : the master meets you 
with an open countenance, full of benevolence 
and integrity : your business is dispatched with 
that confidence and welcome which always ac* 
company honest minds : his table is the image 
of plenty and generosity, supported by justice 
9sid frugality. After we had dined here, our af- 
fair was to visit Avaro : out comes mi awkward 
fellow, with a careful countenance ; ^^ Sir, would 
you speak with my masler ? may I crave your 
name ?" After the first preamble, he leads us inbd 
a noble solitude, a great house that seemed uniii* 
habited ; but from the e&d of the spacioua hall 
xnoves towards us Avaroy with a suspicious as* 
pect, as if he had believed us thieves^ ; and, as fof 
my part, I approaclpd him as if I knew him a 
cut-purse. We fen into discourse of his noble 
dwelling, and the great estate all the world knew 
he had to enjoy in it ; and I, to plague him, began 
to commend Paulo's way of living. ^ Paulo,** auf 
swered Avaro, ^ is a ve^ good man ; but we, who 
have smaller estates, must cut our coat acecMnding 
to our cloth .** " Nay,*' says I, " every man knows 
his own circumstances best ; you are in the rights 
if you have not wherewithal." He looked very 
Bour ; for it i«, ]rou must know, the utmost vanity 
of a mean-spirited rich man to be contradicted 
when he calls himself poor ; but I resolved to vex 
him> by consenting to all he said ; the mun design 
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of which was, that he would have us find out, he 
was one of the wealthiest men in London, and. 
lived like a beggai*. We left him, and took a 
turn on the Exchange. My friend was ravished 
with Avaro. " This,'* said he, " is certainly a 
sure man." I contradicted him with much w|irmth| 
and summed up their different characters as well 
as I could. " This, Paulo,'* said I, *< grows 
wealthy by being a common good ; Avaro, by be- 
ing a general evil : Paulo has the art, Avaro the 
craft of trade. When Paulo gains, all men he 
deals with are the better ; whenever Avaro pro- 
fits janother certainly loses. In a word, Paulo is a 
citizen, and Avaro a cit." I convinced my friend, 
and carried the young getleman the next day to 
Paulo, where he will learn the way both to gjdn 
and enjoy a good fortime. And though I cannot 
say I have, by keeping him from Avaro, saved him 
from the gallows, I have prevented his deserving 
it every day he lives : for with Paulo he will be 
an honest man, without being so for fear of the law ; 
as with Avaro he would have been a villain with- 
in the protection of it. 

St. James's Coffee-hmse, June 6. 

We hear from Vienna of the first instant, that 
Baron Imhoff, who attended her Catholic Majes- 
ty with the character of Envoy from the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttel, was returned thither. That min- 
ister brought an account, that Major-general Stan- 
hope, with the troops which "Embarked at Nsmles 
was returned to Barcelona. We hear from Ber- 
lin, by advices of the eighth instant, that his Prus- 
sian Majesty had received an account from his 
Minister at Dresden, that the king of Denmark 
desired to meet his Majesty at Magdeburg. The 
King of Prussia jias sent for answer, that his pre- 
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sent indlaposition will not admit of so great a jour- 
ney ; but has sent the Kmg a veiy pressing invi- 
tation to come to Berlin, or Potsdam. These ad- 
vices say, that the Minister of the King of Swe- 
den has produced a letter from his master to the 
King of Poland, dated from Botizau the thirtieth 
of March, O. S. wherein he acquaints him, that 
he has been successful against the Muscovites in 
all the actions which have happened since his 
march into their country. Great numbers have 
revolted to the Swedes since General Mazeppa 
went over to that side ; and as many as have done 
so have taken solemn oaths to adhere to the in- 
terests of his Swedish Majesty. 

Advices from the Hague of the fourteenth in- 
stant, N. S. say, that all things tended to a vig- 
orous and active campaign; the allies having 
strong resentments against the late behaviour of 
the Court of France ; and the French using all 
possible endeavours to animate their men to de- 
fend their country against a victorious and exas- 
perated enemy. Monsieur Rouille had passed 
through Brussels without visiting either the Duke 
of Marlborough qr Prince Eugene, who were 
both there at that time. The States have met, 
and publicly declared tlieir satisfaction in the 
conduct of their deputies during the whole trea- 
ty. I^etters from France say, Qiat the court is 
i-esolved to put all to the issue of the ensuing 
campsdgn. In the mean time, they have ordered 
the preliminary treaty to be published, with ob- 
servations upon each article, in order to quiet the 
minds of the people, and persuade them, that it 
has not been in the power of the King to procure 
$1 peace, but to the diminution of his Majesty's glo- 
ry, and the hazai'd of his dominions. His grace 
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
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arrived at Oh«iton Wednesday last, irtiere, at an 
assembly pf all the general ofRcers, it was thought 
proper, by reason of the great rains which havo 
lately fallen, to defer forming a camp, or bringing 
liic troops together 5 but, as soon as the weather 
would permit^ to march upon the enemy with all 
expedition. 
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mmri est farrago UbefU, 

Juv. Sat I. 85> 8$^ 

Whatever men do, or«ay, or think, or dream, 
IDor motley j^aper seizes tor its theme. . P^ 

From my awn Apartment^ June 8. 

I HAVE read the following letter with delight an4 
approbation, and I hereby order Mr. Kidney at St. 
James's, and Sir Thomas at White's (who are my 
clerks for enrolling all men in^eir different clas- 
ses, before they presume to drink tea or chocolate 
in those places,) to take care that the persons 
within the descriptions in the letter be admitted 
and excluded, according to my friend's remon- 
strance. 

** Shv June 6, 1709. 

« Your paper of Saturday has raised up in me 
a noble emulation to be recorded in the foremost 
rank of worthies therein mentioned ; if any regard 
be had to merit or industry, I may hope to succeed 
in the promotion, for I have omitted no toil or ex- 
pense to be a proficient; and if my friends do 
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not flatter, they assure me I hai^e not lost my time 
axnce I came to town. To enunserate but a feir 
{particulars : theret b hardly a coachman I meet 
with) but desires to be excused taking me, becausQ- 
he has had me before. I have compounded two 
or three rapes; and let out to hire as many bas« 
tards to be^^ars. I never saw above the first act 
of a play*; and as to my courage, it is well known 
I have more than once had sufficient witnesses of 
my drawing my sword both in tavern and play* 
house. Dr. Wall,t is my particular friend ; and 
if it wereiany service to the public to compose 
the cUfierence between Martint and Santilaerf the 
Pearl-driller| I do not know a judge of more ex« 
perience than myself; for in that I may say, with 
the poet, 

Qua regio mtnUa nostri non plena laboria ? 

** What street resounds not vith n)y great exploits ^ 

I omit other less particulars, the necessary con- 
sequences of greater actions. But my reason for 
troubling you at this present is, to put a stop, if it 
may be, to an insinuating increasing set of peo- 
ple, who, sticking to the letter of your treatise, 
and not to the spirit of it, do assume the name of 
*' Pretty Fellows ;" nay, and even get new names, 
as you very well hint. Some of them I have 
heard calling to one another as I have sat at 
White's and St. James's, by the names of Betty ,^ 
Nelly, and so forth. You see them accost each 
other with effeminate airs : they have their signs 
and tokens like freemasons : they rail at woman- 
kind ; receive visits on their beds in gowns, and 

* At tkat time, it seems as if the laonej was returned U> 
aueh as withdrew at the end of the first act. 

t Three practitioners in physio or surgery of some note at 
that time for curing diseases contraeted hj debattobery. 

t A term, rendereil ttnmteUigible hj time. 
VOL. li A A 
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do a thousand other unintelligible prettinesses 
that I cannot tell what to make of. I therefore 
heartiljr desire you would exclude all this sort of 
animals. 

" There is another matter I foresee an ill con- 
sequence from, that may be timely prevented by 
prudence ; which is, that forthe last fortnight, pro- 
digious shoals of volunteers have gone over to 
bully the French, upon hearing the peace was 
just signing ; and this is so true, that I can assure 
you, all ingrossing work about the Templeis ris- 
en above thi*ee shillings in the pound for want of 
hands Now as it is possible, some little altera- 
tion of affairs may have broken their measures, 
and that they will post back again, I am under the 
last apprehension, that these will, at their return, 
all set up for "Pretty Fellows," and thereby con- 
found all merit and service, and impose on us 
some new alteration in our night-cap wigs, and 
pockets, unless you can provide a particular class 
for them. I cannot apply myself better than to 
you, and I am sure I speak the mind of a very- 
great number, as deserving as myself." 

The pretensions of this correspondent are wor- 
thy a particular distinction ; he cannot indeed be 
admitted as a" Pretty,'^ but is what we more 
justly call a " Smart Fellow." Never to pay at the 
play-house is an act of frugality that lets you into 
his character ; and his expedient in sending his 
children begging before they can go, are charac- 
teristical instances that he belongs to this class. 
I never saw the gentleman ; but I know by his 
letter, he hangs his cane to his button; and by 
some lines of it he should wear red-heeled shoes ; 
which are essential parts of the habit belonging 
to the order of " Smart Fellows." 

My familiar is returned with the following let- 
ter from the French king. 



« Veraailles^ June 3, 1709. 
" Lewis XIV. to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq." 

"Sir, 

" I have your epistle, and must take the liberty 
to say, that there has been a time, when there were 
generous spirits in Great Britain, who would not 
have suffered my name to be treated with the famil- 
iarity you tliink fit to use. I thought liberal men 
would not be such time-servers, as to fall upon a 
man because his friends are not in power. But, 
having some concern for what you may transmit 
to posterity concerning me, I am willing to keep 
terms with you, and make a request to you, which 
is, that you would give my service to the nine- 
teenth century (if ever you or yours reach them), 
and tell them, that I have settled all matters be- 
tween them and me by Monsieur Boileau. I 
should be glad to see you here." 

It is very odd, this prince should offer to invite 
me into his dominions, or believe I should accept 
the invitation. No, no, I remember too well 
how he served an ingenious ^gentleman, a friend 
of mine, whom he locked up in tlie Bastile for 
no reason in the world, but because he was a wit, 
and feared he might mention him with justice in 
some of his writings. His way is, that all men 
of sense are preferred, banished, or imprisoned. 
He has uideed a sort of justice in him, like that 
of the gamesters ; for if a stander-by sees one 
at play cheat, he has a right to come in for shares, 
as knowing the mysteries of the game*. 

This is a very wise an^ just maxim ; and if I 
have not left at Mr. Morphew's, directed to me, 

* Sir John Vanburgh, ivho was once confiaed in ihQ Bas- 
tile^ is probably the person here alluded to. 
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bank bills for two hundred pounds^ on or before 
this day seven-nighty I shall tell how Tom Cash 
got his estate. I expect threev hundred pounds 
of Mr. Soilett, for concealing all the money he 
has lent to himself, and his landed friend bound 
with him at thirty f^er cent, at his scrivener's. 
Absolute princes make people pay what they 
please in deference to their power : I do nc^ 
know why I should not do the same, out of fear 
or respect to my knowledge. I always preserre 
decorums and civilities to the fair sex : ^erefore, 
if a certain lady, who left her coach at the New 
Exchange door in the Strand, and whipt down 
Durham-yard into a boat with a young gentleman 
for Vauxhallt \ I say, if she will send me word,, 
that I may give the fan which she dropped, and 
I found, to my sister Jenny, there shall be no 
more said of it I expect hush-money to be reg<» 
ularly sent for every folly or vice any one com- 
mits in this whole town ; and hope, I may pre-^ 
tend to deserve it better than a chamber-maid or 
a valet de chambre i they only whisper it to the 
Httle set of their companions ; but I can tell it to 
all men living, or who are to live. Therefore I 
desire all my readers to pay their fines, or mend 
their lives. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, June 8. 

My familiar being come from France, with an 
an'swer to my letter to Lewis of that kingdom, 
instead of going on in a discourse of what he 
had seen in that court, he put on the immediate 
concern of a guardian, and fell to inquiring inta 
my thoughts and adventures . since his journey* 
As sliort as his stay had been, I confessed I hsut 

t In the original Folio it ift '' FoK-Hatl." 
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had many occasiotis for his assistance in my con- 
duct; but communicated to hinvmy thoughts of 
putting all my force against the horrid and sense- 
less custom of duels. " If it were possible^" 
said he, *f to laugh at things in themselves so 
deeply tragical as the impertinent profusion of 
human. life,! think I could divert you with a 
figure I saw just after my death, when the phi- 
losopher threw me, as I told you some days agOj 
into the pail of water. 

" You are to know that, when men leave the 
body, there are receptacles for them as soon as 
they depart, according to the manner in which 
they lived and died. At the very instant I 
was killed, there came away with me a spirit 
which had lost his body in a duel. We were 
both examined. Me the whole assembly looked 
at with kindness and pity, but at the same time 
with an air of welcome and consolation 2 they 
pronounced me very happy, who had died in in- 
nocence; and told me, * a quite different place 
was alldtted to me, than that which was appoin- 
ted for my companion ; there being a great dis- 
tance from the mansions of fools and innocents; 
though at the same time, said one of the ghosts, 
.there is a great affinity between an idept who 
has been so for a long life, and a child who de- 
parts before maturity. But this gentleman who 
has arrived with you is a fool of his own making, 
is ignorant out of choice, and will fare accord- 
ingly.* The assembly began to flock about him, 
and one said to him, ' Sir, I observed you came 
in through the gate of persons murdered, and I. 
desire to know what brought you to your untime- 
ly end ?* He said, ' he had been " a second." 
Socrates (who may be said to have been murder- 
ed by tho commonwealth of Athens) stood by, 

AA 3 
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and began to draw near him, in order, after his 
manner to lead him into a sense of his errw hj 
concessions in his own discourse. ^Sir, said that 
divine and amicable spirit, what was the quarrel ?' 
He answered, * Wc shall know very suddenly, 
When the principal ki the business comes, for he 
was desperately wounded before I fell/ * Sir, 
said the sage, had you an estate ?' * Yes, Sir,* 
the new guest answered, * I have left it in a very- 
good condition, and made my will the night b€>- 
fore this occasion.' * Did you read it before you 
signed it ? * Yes, sure. Sir,* said the new comer. 
Socrates replies, ^ Could a man, that would not 
give his estate without reading the instrumentf 
dispose of his life without asking a question V 
That illustrious shade turned from him, and a 
crowd of impertinent goblins, who had been droll& 
and parasites in their Ufe-time, smd were knocked 
on their head for their sauciness, came about 
my fellow-traveller, and made themselves v.er|r 
merry with questions about the words Cart and 
Terccj and other terms of fencers. But his 
thoughts began to settle into reflection upon the 
adventure which had robbed him of his late be- 
ing ; and with a wretched sigh, said he, How ter- 
rible are conviction and guilt, when they come 
too late for penitence !'* 

Pacolet was going on in this strain, but he re- 
covered from it, and told me, ^^ It was too soon to 
give my discourse on this subject so serious a 
turn ; you have chiefly to do with that part of 
mankind which must be led into reflection by 
^ degrees, and you must treat this custom with hu- 
i^our and raillery to get an audience, before you 
^^me to pronounce sentence upon it. There is 
.toundation enough for raising such entertain- 
imentsj from the practice on this occasioai Do 
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not you know that often a man is called out of bed 
to follow impticitly a coxcomb (wkh whom he 
would not keep company on any other occasion) 
to ruin and death ? — Then a good list of such as 
are qualified by the laws of these uncourteous 
men of chivalry to enter into combat (who are 
often persons of honour without common hon- 
esty) ; these, I say, ranged and drawn up in 
their proper order, would give an aversion to do- 
ing any thing in common with such as men laugh 
at and contemn. But to go through this work, 
ydu must not let your thoughts vary, nor make 
excursions from your theme : consider, at the 
same time, that the matter has been often treated 
by the ablest and greatest writers ; yet that must 
not discourage you : for th^ properest person to 
handle it is one who has roved into mixed con- 
versations, and must have opportunities (which I 
shall give you) of seeing these sort of men in 
their pleasures and gratifications, among which 
they pretend to reckon fighting. It was pleas- 
antly enough said of a bully in France, when du- 
els first began to be punished : The king has 
taken away gaming and stage-playing, and now 
fighting too; how does he expect gentlemen 
shall divert themselves ?" 
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of all the actions of his follower^; afid a Rake, has 
imitators whom you would never expect should 
prove so. Second-hand vice, sure, of all is the 
most nauseous. There is hardly a folly more ab- 
surd, or which seems less to be accounted, for 
(though it is what we see every day,) than that 
grave and honest natures give into this way, and 
at the same time have good sense, if they thought 
fit to use it ; but the fatality (under which most 
men labour) of desiring to be what they are not^ 
makes them go put of a method in which they 
might be received with applause, and would cer- 
tainly excel, into one, wherein they will all their 
life have the air of strangers to what they aini at. 
For this reason, I have not lamented Uie meta- 
morphosis of any one I know so much as of. No- 
biiis, who was bom with sweetness of temper, 
just apprehension, and every thing else that 
might make him a man fit for his order. But in- 
stead of the pursuit of sober studies and appli- 
cations, in which he would certainly be capable 
of maldng a considerable figure in the; noblest 
assembly of men in the world ; I say in spite of 
that good nature, which is his proper bent, he 
will say ill natured things aloud, put such as he 
was, and still should be, out of countenance, and 
drown all the natural good in him, to receive an 
artificial ill character, in which he will never suc-> 
ceed ; for Nobilis is no Rake. He may guzzle as 
much wine as he pleases, talk bawdy if he thinks 
fit ; but he may as well drink water-gruel, and go 
twice a day to church, for it will never do. I 
pronounce it again, Nobilis is ^o Rake. To be 
of that order, he must be vicious against his will, 
and not so by study or application. All " Pretty 
Fellows" are also excluded to a man, as well as 
9JI inwnoratoes, or pf^Tsoivi ^^ xh^ e^ic^ne gen* 
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der, who gaze at one another in the presence oi 
ladies. This class, of which I am giving you an 
account, is pretended to also by men of strong 
abilities in drinking ; though they are such whom 
the liquor, not the conversation, keeps together. 
But blockheads may roar, fight, and stab, and be 
never the nearer ; their labour is also lost ; they 
want sense : they are no Rakes. 

As a Rake among men is the man who lives in 
the constant abuse of his reason, so a coquet 
among women is one who lives in continual mis- 
application of her beauty. The chief of all whom 
I have the honour to be acquainted with, is pret- 
ty Mrs. Toss : she is ever in practice of some^ 
thing which disfigures her, and takes from her 
charms, though all she does tends to a contrary 
effect. She has naturally a very agreeable voice 
and utterance, which she has changed for the 
prettiest lisp imaginable. She sees what she has 
a mind to see at half a mile distance ; but poring 
with her eyes half shut at every one she passes 
by, she believes much more becoming. The 
Cupid on her fan and she have their eyes full on 
each other, all the time in which they are not 
Jjoth in motion. Whenever her eye is turned 
from that dear object, you may have a glance, and 
your bow, if she is in humour, returned as civilly 
as you make it ; but that must not be in the pre- 
sence of a man of greater quality : for Mrs. Toss 
is so thoroughly well-bred, that the chief person 
present has all her regards. And she who gig- 
gles at divine service, and laughs at her very mo- 
ther, can compose herself at the approach of a 
man of a good estate. 

WilVs Coffee-house, June p. 

. A fine lady shewed a geivtlemaxi^l >^'& ^^-tsi^- 
njrf for an eternal answer to \x\\\a^ ^^^x^^^^^^'^^>^ 
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per of fCTseSy vrith which she is ao captiyated) 
that she professed the author should be the hi^pjr 
man in spite of all other pretenders. It is or&- 
nairy for love to, make men poetical, and it had 
that efifect on this enamoured man : but he was 
resolved to try his vein upon some of her confix 
dents or retinue, before he ventured upon so hig^ 
a theme as herself. To do otherwise than so» 
would be like making an heroic poem a man's 
first attempt. Amohg^ the favourites to the fair 
one, he found her parrot not to be in the last de«- 
gree : he saw Poll had her ear, when his ^g^s 
were neglected. To write against him had been 
a fruitless labour ; therefore he resolved to flatter 
him into his interest in the following manner : 

TO A LADY, ON HER PARROT. 

When njmphs were eoj, and lore could not prevail,. 
The gods disguis'd were Beldoyn known to fail ; 
Leda was chaite, but yet a featherM Jove 
Sarpri»'d the fair, and taught her how to lore. 
There^B no oelestial but his heaven would qui^ 
For any form whieh might to thee admit 
See how the wanton bind, at every glance, 
Swells his glad plumes, and feels an amorous traaoe ; 
The queen of beauty has forsook the dove ; 
Henceforth the parrot be the bird of love. 

It is indeed a very just proposition to give that 
honour rather to the parrot than the other vola- 
tile. The parrot represents us in the ^tate of 
making love : the dove, in the possession of the 
object beloved. But, instead of turning the dove 
off, I fancy it would be better if the chaise of 
Venus had hereafter a parrot added (as we see 
sometimes a third horse to a coach)^ which nught 
intimate, that to be a parrot, is the only way to 
succeed ; and to be a dove, to preserve your con- 
quests. If the swain would go on successfully, 
h.e must imitate the bird he writes upon : for he 



who would be loved by women, must never be si- 
lent before the favour, or open his lips after it. 

From my own Apartment, June 10. 

I have so many messages from young gentle- 
men who expect preferment and distinction, that 
I am wholly at a loss in what manner to acquit 
myself. The writer of the following letter tells 
mie in a postscript, he cannot go out of town unr 
til I have taken some notice of him, and is very 
urgent to be somebody in it, before he returns 
to his commons at the university. But take it 
from himself. 

*' To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, Monitor-Ge- 
neral of Great Britsdn. 

^ Sir, Sheer'lane^ June 8. 

<<1 have been above six months from the 
tmiversity, of age these three months, and so 
long in town. I was recommended to one 
Charles Bubbleboy* near the Temple, who haa 
supplied me with all the furniture he says a gen- 
tleman ought to have. I desired a certificate 
thereof from him, which he said would require 
some time to consider of; and when I went yes- 
terday morning for it, he tells me, upon due con- 
sideration, I still want some few odd things more, 
to the value of threescore or fourscore pounds, 
to make me complete. I have bespoke them ; 
and the favour I beg of you is, to know, when I 
am equipped, in what part or class of men in this 
town you will place me. Pray send me word 
what I am, and you shall find me, sir, your most 
humble servant, 

<*Jeffrt Nicknack." 

* Charles Mather, at that tune am eminent toyman in 
Fleet-street* 

VOL. i; S B 
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I am very willing to encourage young begin- 
ners, but am extremely in the dark how to dis- 
pose of this gentleman. I cannot see either his 
person or habit in this letter; but I will call at 
Charles's,* and know the shape of his snuff-box, 
by which I can settle his character. Though in- 
.deed, to know his full capacity, I ought to be in- 
formed whether he takes Spanish or Musty. 

St. James 8 Coffee-house, June 10. 

Letters from the Low Countries, of the seven- 
teenth instant say, that the Duke of Marlborough 
and the Prince of Savoy intended to leave Ghent 
on that day, and join the army which lies between 
Pont d'Espiere and Courtray, their head-quarters 
being at Helchin. The same day the Palatine 
foot were expected at Brussels. Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Dompre, with a body of eight thousand 
men, is posted at Alost, in order to cover Ghent 
and Brussels. The Marshal de Villars was still 
on the plain of Lenz ; and it is said the Duke of 
Vendosme is appointed to command in conjunc- 
tion with that general Advices from Paris say, 
'Monsieur Voisin is made secretary of state, upon 
'Monsieur Chamillard's resignation of that em- 
ployment. The want of money in that kingdom 
18 so great, that the court ha^ thought fit to com- 
mand all the plate of private families to be brought 
into the mint. They write from the Hague of 
the eighteenth, that the States of Holland conti- 
nue their session ; and that they have approved 
the resolution of the States-General, to publish a 
second edict to prohibit the sale of corn to the 
enemy. Many eminent persons in that assembly 
have declared that th^y are of opinion^ that all 

* Charles Mather's. 



commerce whatsoever with France! should be 
wholly forbidden : which point is under present 
deliberation : but it is feared it will meet with 
powerful opposition. 
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QuicqtUd a^unt homines^^'-^ 

noatri eat farrago UbelH, 

Juv. Sat 1.85, 8€. 

Whate'^r men do, or say, or think, op dream^ 

Our motley paper seizes foi* its theme. P. 

White* 8 Chocolate-house, June 13. 

I HAD suspended the business of duelling to a 
distant time, but that I am called upon to declare 
myself on a point proposed in the following letter. 

" Sir, June 9, at night. 

*^ I desire the feivour of you to decide this ques- 
tion, whether calling a gentleman a Smart Fellow 
is an affront or not ? A youth entering a certain 
coffee-house, with his cane tied to his button, 
wearing red-heeled shoes, I thought of your des- 
cription, and could not forbear telling a friend of 
mine next to me, " There enters a Smart Fellow.'* 
The gentleman hearing it, had immediately a 
mind to pick a quarrel with me, and desired satis- 
faction ; at which I was more puzzled than at the 
oUier, remembering what mention your familiar 
makes of those that had lost their lives on such 
occasions. The thing is referred to your judg- 
ment ; and I expect you to be my second, since 
you have been the cause of our quarrel. I am, 
Sir, your friend and humble servant'' 
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I absolutely pronounce, that there is no occa* 
sion of offence given in this expression^ for a 
^ Smart Fellow" is always an appellation of praise^ 
and is a man of double capacity. The true cast 
or mould in which you may be sure to know him 
is, when his livelihood or education is in the civil 
list, and you see him express a vivacity or mettle 
above the way he is in by a little jerk in his mo- 
tion, short trip in his steps, well-fancied lining of 
his coat, or any other indications which may be 
given in a vigorous dress. Now, what possible 
insinuation can there be, that it is a cause of quar« 
rel for a man to say, he allows a gentleman really 
to. be what his taylor, his hosier, and his milliner, 
have conspired to make him? I confess, if this 
person who appeals to me had said, he was ^ not 
a smart fellow," there had been cause for resent- 
anent; but if he stands to it that he is one, he 
leaves no manner of ground for niisunderstand- 
ing. Indeed it is a most lamentable thing, that 
there* should be a dispute raised upon a man'a 
saying another is what he plainly takes pains to 
be thought. 

But this point cannot be so well adjusted, as by- 
inquiring what are the sentiments of wise nations 
and communities of the use of the sword, anft 
from thence conclude whether it is honourable to 
draw it so frequently or not ? An illustrious comi- 
monwealth of Italy* has preserved itself for many 
ages, without letting one of their subjects handle 
this destructive instrument ; always leaving that 
work to such of mankind as understand the use of 
a whole skin so little, as to make a profession of 
exposing it to cuts and scars. 

* Tenice^ which deeline^ engaging^ ia ihe itic of ib» 
Grand Alliance in 1702* 



But what need we run to such foreign in- 
stances ? Our own ancient and well-governed 
cities are conspicuous examples to all mankind in 
their regulation of military atchievements. The 
chief citizens, like the noble Italians, hire merce- 
naries to carry arms in their stead ; and you shall 
have a fellow of a desperate fortune for the gain of 
one half crown> go through all the dangers of 
Tothill-Ficlds, or the Artillery-Ground, clap his 
right jaw within two inches of the touch-hole of 
a musquet, fire it off, and huzza, with as little con- 
cern as he tears a pullet.* Thus you see to what 
scorn of danger these mercenaries arrive, out of 
a mere love of sordid gain: but methinks it 
should take off the strong, prepossession men 
have in favour of bold actions, when they see 
upon what low motives men aspire to them. Do 
but observe the common practice in the govern- 
ment of those heroic bodies, our militia and lieu- 
tenancies, the most ancient corps of soldiers, per- 
haps, in the universe ; I question, whether there 
is one instance of an animosity between any two 
of these illustrious sons of Mars since their insti- 
tution, which was decided by cora^bat ? I remem^ 
ber indeed to have read the chi*ohicle of an acci- 
dent which had like to have occasioned bloodshed 
in the very field before all the general officers, 
though jnost of them were justices of the peace. 
Captain Crabtree, of Birchin-lane, haberdasher, 
had drawn a bill upon major-general Maggot, 
cheesemonger, in Thames-street Crabtree draws 
this upon Mr. William Maggot and Company. 
A country lad received this bill, and not under- 
standing the word comftanyy used In drawing bills 
on men in partnership, carried it to Mr. Jeffrey 

* The state and discipline of the'city tralu huui^ «5Lt^ 
^e ir«i Fcjy justly aftUft^Sw^^it<i^^'^^c«^''3akft^^^A^^»»- 
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Stitch of Crooked-lane, (lieutenant of the major- 
general's company,) whom he had the day before 
fieen march by the door in all the pomp of his com- 
mission. The lieutenant accepts it, for the honour 
of the company, since it had come to him: but 
repayment being asked from the major-general, 
he absolutely refuses. Upon this, the lieuteuant 
thinks of nothing less than to bring this to a rup- 
ture, and takes for his second Tobias Armstrong, of 
the Counter,* and sends him with a challenge in 
a scrip of parchment, wherein was written Stitch 
contra M^got ; and all the fury vanished in a 
moment. The major-general gives satisfaction 
to the second, and all was well. 

Hence it is, that the bold spirits of our city are 
kept in such subjection to the civil power. Other- 
wise, where would our liberties soon be, if wealth 
and valour were suffered to exert themselves with 
their utmost force ? If such officers as are employ- 
ed in the terrible bands above-mentioned were to 
draw bills as well as swords, these dangerous cap- 
tains, who could victual an army as well as lead 
it, would be too powerful for the state. But the 
point of honour justly gives way to that of gain; 
and, by long and wise regulation, the richest is the 
bravest man. I have known a captain rise to a 
colonel in two dajrs by the fall of stocks; and a 
major, my good friend, near the Monument, as- 
cended to that honour by the fall of the price of 
spirits, and the rising of right nantz. By this true 
iiense of honour, that body of wai^riors are ever in 
good order and discipline, with their colours and 
coats all whole: as in other battalions (where 
their principles of action are less solid) you see 
the men of service look like spectres with long 
aides and lank cheeks, In this army you may 



^aSB. TATLEB, S§i? 

measure a man^s service by his waist, and the 
most prominent belly is certainly the man who 
has been most upon action. Be^des all this, there 
is another excellent remark to be made in the dis- 
cipline of these troops. It being of absolute ne- 
cessity, that the people of England should see 
what they have for their money, and be eye-wit- 
nesses of the advantages they gain by it, all battlels 
which are fought abroad are represented here. 
But, since one side must be beateti, and the other 
conqueror, which might create disputes, the el- 
dest company is always to make the other run, 
and the younger retreats, according to the last 
nfews and best intelligence. I have myself seen 
Prince Eugene make Catinat fly from the backside 
of Gray's Inn lane to Hockley iri the Hole, and not 
give over the pursuit until obliged to leave the 
Bear-garden on the right, to avoid being borne down 
by fencers, wild-bulls, and monsters, too terrible 
for the encounter of any heroes, but such whose 
lives are their livelihood. 

We have here seen that wise nations do not ad- 
mit of lighting, even in the defence of their coun- 
tiy, as a laudable action ; and they live within the 
walls of our own city in great honour and reputa- 
tion without it. It would be very necessary to un- 
<lerstand, by what force of the climate, food, edu- 
cation* 6r employment, one man's sense is brought 
^o differ so essentially from that of another; &3it 
one is ridiculous, and contemptible for forbearing 
a thing which makes for his safety ; and another 
sipplauded for consulting his ruin and destruction. 

It will therefore be necessary for us (to shew 
our travelling) to examine this subject fully, and 
tell you how it comes to pass, that a man of honour 
in Spain, though you offend him never so ^allaat- 
fyf §tabs yon basely j ia E.ii%\»5v5iY tMsv^sfi^^ ^^x>.^- 
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fend him never so basely, challenges fairly : the 
former kills you out of revenge, the latter out erf 
good breeding. But to probe the heart of man in 
this particular to' its utmost thoughts and reces- 
ses, I must wsdt for the return of Pacolet, who is 
now attending a gentleman lately in a duel, and 
sometimes visits the person by whose hands he 
received his wounds. 

St. James's Coffee-house, June 13. 

Letters from Vienna of the eighth instant say, 
there has been a journal of the marches and ac- 
tions of the King of Sweden, from the beginning 
of January, to the eleventh of April, N. S com- 
municated by the Swedish ministers to that court. 
These advices inform, that his Swedish Majesty 
entered the territories of Muscovy in February 
last, with the main body of his anpy> in order to 
oblige the enemy to a general engagement; but 
that the Muscovites declining a battle, and an uni- 
versal thaw having rendered the rivers unpassa- 
ble, the King returned into Ukrania. There are 
mentioned several rencounters between conside- 
rable detachments of the Swedish and Russian ar- 
mies. Marshal Heister intended to take his leaye 
of the court on the day after the date of these 
letters, and put himself at the head of the army 
in Hungary. The malcontents had attempted to 
send in a supply of provision into Newhausel ; but 
their design was disappointed by the Germans. 

Advices from Berlin of the fifteenth instant> 
N. S. say that his Danish Majesty having receiv- 
ed an invitation from the King of Prussia to an in- 
tferview, designed to come to Potsdam within a 
Jew days, and that King Augustus resolved to ac- 
company him thither. To avoid all difficulties in 
ceremony, the three KingS) and all the company 
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who shall have the honour to sit with them at ta- 
ble, are to draw lots^ and take precedence accord- 
ingly. 

They write from Hamburgh of the eighteenth 
instant, N. S. that some particular letters from 
DantzLc speak of a late action between the Swedes 
and Muscovites near Jerislaw; but that engage- 
ment being mentioned from no other place, there 
is not mi|ch credit given to this intelligence. 

We hear from Brussels by letters dated the 
twentieth, that on the fourteenth, in the evening, 
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene ar- 
rived at Courtray, with a design to proceed the 
day following to Lisle, in the neighbDurhopd of 
which city the confederate army was to rendez- 
vous the s^me day. Advices from Paris inform 
us, that the Marshal de Bezons is appointed to 
command in Dauphine, and that the Duke of Ber- 
wick is set out for Spsdn, with a design to follow 
the fortunes of the Duke of Anjou, in case th^ 
French King should comply with the late de« 
mands of the allies. 

The Court of France has sent a circular letter 
to all the governors of the provinces, to recom- 
mend to their consideration his Majesty's late con- 
duct in the affair of peace. It is thought fit, in 
that epistle, to condescend to a certain appeal to 
the people, whether it is consistent with the dig- 
nity of. the Crown, or the French name, to submit 
to the preliminaries demanded by the confede- 
rates ? That letter dwells upon the unreasonable- 
ness of the allies, in requiring his Majesty's as- 
sistance in dethroning his grandson ; and treats 
this particular in language more suitable to it, as 
it is a topic of oratory, than a real circumstance 
on which the interests of nations, und reasons of 
^tate^ which affect all Europe^ are concerned. 



The close of this memorial seems to prepare 
the people to expect all evems, attributing the 
confidence of the enemy to the goodness of their 
troops ; but acknowledging that his sole depend- 
ence is upon the intervention of Providence.. 
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Whate'er men do, oi^ say, or tbink, or drtam. 
Our motlej paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whites Chocolate-house, June 14. 

Having a very solid respect for human nature^ 
however it is distorted from its natural make by 
affectation, humour, custom, misfortune, or vice, 
I do apply myself to my friends to help me in rais- 
ing arguments for preserving it in all its individ- 
\ials, as long as it is peimitted. To one of my let- 
ters on this subject 1 have received the following 
answer: . ' 

"Sir, 

*' In Answer to your question, why men of 
(Sense, virtue, and experience, are seen still to 
comply with that ridiculous pustom of duelling ? 
1 must desire you to reflect that'custom has dish- 
ed up in ruffs the wisest heads of ouir a^ncestors, 
and piit the best of the present age into huge fal- 
hala periwigs. Men of sense would not impose 
such incumbrances on themselves, but be giai 
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they might show their faces decently in public 
upon easier terms. If then such men appear rea- 
sonably slaves to the fashion, in what regards the 
figure of their persons, we ought not to wonder, 
that they are at least so in what seems to touch 
their reputations. Besides, you cannot be igno- 
rant, that dress and chivalry have been always 
encouraged by the ladies, as the two principal 
branches of gallantry It is to avoid being 
sneered at for his singularity, and from a desire 
to appear more agreeable to his mistress, that a 
wise, experienced, and polite man, complied with 
the dress commonly received ; and is prevailed 
upon to violate his reason and principles, in haz- 
arding his life and estate by a tilt, as well as suf- 
fering his pleasures to be constrained and soured 
by the constaol apprehension of a quarrel. This 
is the more surprising, because men of the most 
delicate sense and principles have naturally in 
other cases a particular repugnance in accommo- 
dating themselves to the maxims of the world : 
but one may easily distinguish the man that is 
atfected vfiih beauty, and the reputation of a tilt, 
from him who complies with both, merely as they 
are imposed upon him by custom ; for, in the 
former you will remark an air of vanity and tri- 
umph ; whereas, when the latter appears in a 
long Duvillier* full of powder, or has decided a 
quarrel by the sword, you may perceive in his 
face, that he appeals to custom for an excuse. 
I think it may not be improper to inquire into 
the genealogy of this chimerical motister called 
a I>uel, which I take to be an illegitimate species 
of the ancient knight errantry. By the laws of 
this whim, the heroic person, or man of gallantr}-, 

* A kind of irig 'so called. 
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was indispensably obliged to starve in anixour a 
certain number of y^ars in the chase of monsters, 
encounter them at the peril of his life, and suf- 
fer ^reat hardships, in order to gain the affection, 
of the fair lady, and qualify himself for assuming 
the delU air ; that is, of a pretty fellow, or man 
of honour, according to the fashion : but since 
the publishing of Don Quixote, and exdnction 
of the race of dragons, which Suetonius says 
happened in that of Wantley*, the gdlant and 
heroic spirits of these latter times have been un- 
der the necessity of creating new chimerical 
monsters to entertain themselves with, by way of 
single combat, as the only proofs they are able to 
give their own sex, and the ladies, that they 
ar^ in all points men of nice honour. But, to do 
justice to the ancient and real monsters, I must 
observe, that they never molested those who 
were not of a humour to hunt for them in the 
woods ^nd deserts ; whereas, on the contrary, our 
modern monsters are so familiarly admitted and 
entertained in all the courts and cities of Europe 
(except France), that one can scarcely be in the 
most humanized society without risking one*s 
life ; the people of the best sort, and the fine gen- 
tlemen of the age, being so fond of them, that 
they seldom appear in any public place without 
one. I have some further considerations upon 
this subject ; which as you encourage me, shall 
be communicated to you by. Sir, a cousin but one 
remove fropithe best family of the Staffs ; name- 
ly. Sir, your humble servant, kinsman, and friend^ 

« Tim Switch.'* 

* In humorous writings one may be led to search for qao^ 
tationa no wliere to be found in the authors referred to, as 
aji^ears from this passage. 




llfK S9. 7ATLEE. 30% 

It is certain that Mr. Switch has hit upon the 
true source of this evil; and that it proceeds 
only from the force of custom^ that we contradict 
burselve^ in half the particulars and occurrences 
of life. But such a tyranny in love, which the 
£dr impose upon us, is a little too severe ; that we 
must demonstrate our affection for them by no 
ixrtain proof but hatred to one another, or come 
at them (only as one does at an estate) by survi- 
vorship. This way of application to gain a lady's 
heart, is taking her as we do towns and caCstles, by 
distressing the place, and letting none come near 
them without our pass. Were such - a lover 
once to write the truth of his. heart, and let her 
know his whole thoughts, he would appear indeed 
to have a passion for her ; but it would hardly be 
called love. The billet-doux would run to this 
purpose: 

^^Madam, 

« I have so tender a regard for you and your 
interests, that I will knock any man on the head 
whom I observe to be of my mind and like you. 
Mr. Truman, the other day, looked at you in so 
languishing a manner, that I am resolved to run 
him through to-morrow morning. This, I think, 
he deserves, for his guilt in admiring you ; than 
which i I cannot have a greater reason for mur- 
dering him, except it be that you alilo approve him. 
Whoever says he dies for you I will make his 
words good, for I will kill him. I am, Madam^ 
your most obedient humble servant." 

From my own Apartment, June 14^ 

I am just come hither at ten at night, and havei 
ever since six, been in the most celebrated, 
though iiiostnauseatts company jn town ; the two 

VOL. II. cc 
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leaders of the society were a Critic and a Wit. 
These two gentlemen are great opponents on all 
occasions, not discerning that they are the nearest 
each other, in temper and talents, of any two clas- 
ses of men in the world ; for to profess judgment, 
and to profess wit, both arise firam the same fail- 
ure ; which is want of judgment. The poverty 
of the Critic this way proceeds from the abuse of 
his feculty ; that of the Wit, from the neglect of 
it. It is a particular observation I have always 
made, that of all mortals a critic is the silliest ; 
for by inuring himself to examine all things, 
whether they are of consequence or not, he never 
looks upon any thing but with a design of passing 
sentence upon it ; by which means he is never a 
companion but always a censor. This makes 
him earnest upon trifles, and dispute on the most 
indifferent occasions with vehemence. If he of- 
fers to speak or write, that talent which should 
approve the work of the other faculties, prevents 
their operation. He comes upon action in ar<i- 
mour, but without weapons ; he stands in safety, 
but can gain no glory. The wit, on the other 
hand, has been hurried so long away by imagina- 
tion only, that judgment seems not to have 
ever been one of his natural faculties. This gen- 
tleman takes himself to be as much obliged to be 
jmerry, as the other to be grave. A thorough 
Critic is a sort of Puritan in the polite world. As 
an enthusiast in religion stumbles at the ordinary 
occurrences of life, if he cannot quote scripture 
exa];nples on the occasion ; so the Critic is never 
safe in his speech or writing, without he has, 
among the celebrated writers, an authority for 
the truth of hi§ sentence. You will believe we 
had a very good time with these brethren, wbo 
wtre so &r out of the dress of their native coun- 
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try, and so lost in its dialect, that they werc^ ad 
much strangers to themselves, as to their relation 
to each other. They took up the whble dis- 
course ; sometimes the Critic grew passionate, 
and when reprimanded by the Wit for any trip or 
hesitation in his voice, he would ans\V^er, *'Mr. 
Dryden makes such a character, on such an occa- 
sion, break off in the same manner : so that the 
«top was according to nature, and as a man in a 
pdssion should do." The Wit, who is as far gone 
in letters as himself, seems to be at a loss to an- 
swer such an apology ; and concludes only that 
though his anger is justly vented, it wants fire int 
the utterance. If wit is to be measured by the 
circumstances of time and place, there is no matt 
has generally so little of that talent as he who is 
a Wit by profession. What he says, instead of 
arising from the occasion, has an occasion inven- 
ted to bring it in. Thus he is new for no'other 
reason, but that he talks like nobody else; but 
lias taken up a method of his own, without com* 
xnerce of dialogue with other people. The lively 
Jasper Dactyle is one of this character. He 
seems to have made a vow to be witty to his life's 
end. When you meet him, **WTiat do you 
think,** says he, " I have been entertaining my- 
self with ?'* Then out comes a premeditated 
turn ; to which it is to no purpose to answer, for 
lie goes on in the same strain of thought he de- 
signed without your speaking. Therefore I have 
a general answer to all he can say ; as, " Sure 
there never was any creature had so much fire!'* 
Spondee, who is a critic, is seldom out of this fine 
man's company. They have no manner of affec- 
tion for each other, but keep together like Novel 
and Oldfoxin the Plain Dealer, because they shew 
each other. % know several men of sense who 
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can be diverted vtith this couple } hut, I see no 
curiosity in the tMng, except it be, that ^on^» 
is duH, and seems dull ; but Dactyle is heavy witk 
a brisk &ce. it must be Owned also that Dactjrle 
has almost vigour enough to be a coxcomb; b«t 
Spondee, by the lowness of his constitudoiv is 
only a blockhead. 

St. James's Coffee-house, June 15. 

We have no particulars of moment since our 
last, except it be, that the copy of the following 
original letter came by the way of Ostend. It is 
said to have been found in the closet of Monsieur 
Chamillard, the late secretary of state of France, 
since his disgrace. It was signed by two brothers 
of the famous Cavallier,* who led die Cevennois, 
and had a personal interview with the kingy as 
well as a capitulation to lay down his arms, and 
leave the dominions of France. There .are many 
other names to it ; among whom is the chief of 
the family of the marquis Guiscard. It is not yet 
known whether Monsieur Chamillard had any real 
design to favour the Protestant interest, or otAj 
thought to place himself at the head of that peo- 
ple, to make him considerable enough to oppose 
nis enemies at court) and reinstate himself in 
power there. , 

"Sir, 
. " We have read your Majesty's letter to the 
governors of your provinces, with instructions 
what sentiments to insinuate^into the minds of 
your people : but as you have always acted upon 
the maxim, that we were made for you, and not 
you for us, we must take leave to assure your 

* James Cavallier was the celebrated leader of the French 
ProtestaHts in the Cerennes, when they opposed tifce tyranny 
of Lewis XIV. 



JSo. S9. TATLfiR. 40^ 

Majesty ,^hat we are exactly of the ecmtrary 
opinion ; and must desire you to send for your 
grandson home, and acquaint him, that you now 
know, by experience, absolute power is .only a 
Tertigo in the brain of princes, which for a time 
may quicken their motion^ and double in their 
diseased sight the instances of power above them ; 
but must end at last in their fall and destruction. 
Your memorial speaks you a good father of your 
family, but a very ill one of your people. Your 
snajesty is reduced to hear truth, when you are 
obliged to speak it. There is no governing any 
but savages by other methods than their own con- 
senty which you seem to acknowledge in appeal - 
ii^ to us for our opinion of your conduct in treat- 
ing of peace. Had your people been always of 
your council, the king of France had never been 
ceduced so low as to acknowledge his arms were 
£dlen into contempt. But since it is thus, we 
must ask, how is any man of France, but they oi 
the house of Bourbon, the better, that Philip is 
Jang of Spain ? We have outgrown that folly of 
placing our happiness in your Majesty's being 
called^ The Great. Therefore you and we are 
9II alike bankrupts, and undone, let us not de- 
ceive Ourselves ; but compound with our adver- 
saries, and not talk like their equals. Your Ma- 
jesty must forgive us, that we cannot wish you 
aisccess, or leti^ you help ; for, if you lose one 
battle more, we may have a hand in the peace you 
make ; and doubt not but your Majesty's faith in 
treaties will require the ratification of the states 
of your kingdom. So we bid you heartily fare* 
well, until we have the honour to meet you as- 
sembled in parliament* This happy expectation 
makes us willing to wait the event of another 
campaign^ from whence we hope to be raised 

c c 2 
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from the misery of slaves to the privileges of sub- 
jects. We are your Majesty's truly Uithful and 
lojral subjects) &c.'* 
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"Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my wm Apartment ^ Juike \6. 

The vigilance, the anxiety, the tenderness, which 
I have for the good people of England, I am per- 
suaded, will in time be much commended ; but I 
doubt whether they will be ever rewarded. Ho\v« 
ever, I must go on cheerfully in my work of re- 
formation : that being my great design,! am stu- 
dious to prevent my labour's increasing upon 
me ; therefore am particularly observant of the 
temper and inclinations of childhood and youth, 
that we may not give vice and folly supplies from 
the growing generation. It is hardly to be ima- 
gined how useful this study is, and what g^eat 
evils or benefits arise from putting us in our ten- 
der years to what we are fit or unfit ; therefore^ 
on Tuesday last (with a design to sound their in- 
clinations) I took three lads, who are under my 
guardianship, a-rambling, in a hackney-coach, 
to show them the town ; as the lions, the tombs, 
Bedlam, and ithe other places- which are enter- 
tainments to raw minds because they strike for- 
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cibiy on the fancy. The bays arc brothers, one 
of sixteen^ the other of fourteen, the other of 
twelve. The first was his father's darling, the 
second his mother's, and the third mine, who am 
iheir uncle. Mr. William is a kd of true ge- 
nius; but, being at the upper end of a great 
school, and having all the boys below him, his ar- 
rogance is insupportable. If I begin to show a 
little of my Latin, he immediately intenniptsr 
^ Uncle, under favour, that which you say is not 
understood in that manner." " Brother," says 
my boy Jack, " you do not shew your manners 
much in contradicting ray uncle Isaac !" " You 
queer cur," says Mr. William, " do you think my 
uncle takes any notice of such a dull rogue as you 
ure V Mr. William goes on, " He is the most 
etupid of all my mother's children: he knows 
nothing of his book : when he should mind that, 
he is hiding orhoarding his taws and marbles, or 
laying up farthings. His ^vay of thinking is, four 
and twenty fiairthings make sixpence, and two 
sixpences a shilling ; two shillings and sixpence 
half a crown, and two half crowns five shillings. 
So within these two months the close hunks has 
scraped up twenty shillings, and we will make 
him spend it all before he comes honye." Jack 
immediately claps his hands into both pockets, 
and turns as pale as ashes. There is nothing 
touches a parent (and such I am to Jack) so near- 
ly as a provident conduct. This lad has in him 
the true temper for a^good husband, a kind father, 
and an honest executor. All the great people, 
you see make considerable figures on the ex- 
ch^ige, in court, and sometimes in senates, are 
such as in reality have no greater faculty than 
what may be called humaii instinct, which is a 
natural tendency to their own preservation) and 
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that of their friends, without being capable of 
striking out of the road for adventures. There 
is Sir William Scrip was of this sort of capacity 
from his childhood ; he has bought the country 
round him, and makes a bargain better than Sir 
Harry Wildfire, with all his wit and humour. 
Sir Harry never wants money but he com^s to 
Scrip,4aughs at him half an hour, and then gives 
bond for the other thousand. The close men are 
incapable of placing merit any where but in their 
pence, and therefore gain it; while others^ wh© 
have larger capacities, are diverted from the pur- 
suit by enjoyments Which can be supported only 
by that cash which they despise; and therefore 
are in the end slaves to their inferiors both in 
fortune and understanding. I once heard a man 
of excellent sense observe, that more affairs in 
the world failed by being in the hands of men of 
too large capacities for their business, than by 
being in the conduct of such as wanted abilities to 
execute them. Jack therefore, being of a plod- 
ding make, shall be a citizen : and I design hint 
to be the refuge of the family in their distress, as 
well as their jest in prosperity. His brother Will 
shall go to Oxford with all speed, where, if he 
does not arrivfe at being a man of sense, he will 
soon be informed wherein he is a coxcomb. 
There is in that place such a true spirit of raillery 
and humour, that if they cannot make you a wise 
man, they will certainly let you know you ate a 
fool ; which is all my cousin wants, to cease to 
be so. Thus, having tslken these two out of the 
way, I have leisure to look at my third lad. I 
observe in the young rogue a natural siibtlety of 
mind which discovers itself rather in forbearing 
to declare his thoughts on any occasion, than in 
arty visible way of exerting himself in discourse. 
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FcNT which reason I will place hiniy where, if he 
commits no faults, he may go farther than those 
in other stations, though they excel in virtues. 
The hoy is well-fkshioned, and will easily fall into 
a graceful manner ; wherefore I have a design to 
make him a page to a great lady of my acquain- 
tance ; by which means he will be well skilled in 
the common modes of life, and make a greater 
progress in the world by that knowledge, than 
with the greatest qualities without it. A good 
mien in a court will carry a man greater lengths 
than a good understanding in any other place. 
We see a world of pains taken, and the best 
▼ears of life spent in c^lecting a set of thoughts 
m a college for the conduct of life, and, after all, 
Ihe man so qualified shall hesitate in his speech 
1» a good suit of clothes, and want common sens^ 
before an agreeable woman. Hence it is, that 
wisdpm, valour, justice and learning, cannot keep 
a man in countenance that is possessed with these 
excellences, if he wants that inferior art of life and 
behaviour,'Called goodi4>reeding. A man endow- 
ed with great perfections, without this, is like one 
who has his pockets full of gold, but always wants 
change for his ordinary occasioi s* 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truths 
and has had the same education which I am giv- 
ing my nephew. He never spoke a thing but 
what was said before, and yet can converse with 
the wittiest men without being ridiculous. ^- 
mong the learned, he does not Appear ignorant; 
nor with the wise, indiscreet. Living in conver* 
sation from his infancy makes him nowhere at a 
loss ; and a long &miliarity with the persons of men 
it, in a manner, of the same service to him, as if 
h^ knew their arts. As ceremony is the invention 
•f wise .men to keep fools at a distance, so good- 
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breeding is an expedient to make fools aiid -msc 
men equals. ^ 

WilTs Caffee-housCf June 17. 

The suspension of the playhouse has made me 
have nothing to send you from hence ; but calling 
here this evening, I found the party I usally sit 
with, upon the business of writing, and examining 
what wasthe handsomest style in which to address 
women, and write letters of gallantry. Many were 
the opinions which were immediately declared on 
this subject. Some were for a certaiti softness; 
some for I know not what delicacy ; others for 
something inexpressibly tender. When it came 
to me, I said there was no rule in the world to be 
made for writing letters, but that of being as near 
what you speak face to fsice as you can; which is s» 
great atrutii, that I am of opinion, writing has lost 
more mistresses' than any one mistake In. the 
whole legend of love. For when you write to a 
lady for whom you have a solid and honourable 
passion, the great idea you have of her, joined to 
a quick sense of her absence, fills your mind with 
a sort of tenderness, that gives your language too 
much the airof complaint,whichis seldom success* 
ful. For a man may flatter himself as he pleases ; 
but he will find that the women have more under- 
standing in their own affairs than we have, and wo- 
men of spirit are not to be won by motirners. He 
that can keep handsomely within rules* and sup- 
port the carriage of a companion to his mistress, is 
much more likely to prevail, than he who lets hep 
see the whole relish of his life depends upon her. 
If possible, therefore, divert your mistress rather 
than sigh for her. The pleasant man she will de- 
sire for her own &Bke ; but the languishing lover 
has nothing to hope from^ but her pity. To show 
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the difference, I produced two letters a lady gave 
me, which had been writ by two gentlemen who 
pretended to her, but were both killed the next 
day after the date, at the battle of Almanza. One 
of them was a mercurial gay-humoured man ; the 
other a man of a serious, but a great and gdlant 
. spirit. Poor Jack Careless I this is his letter : 
you see how it is folded ; the air of it is so neg- 
ligent, one might have read half of it by peeping 
into it, without breaking it open. He had no ex- 
actness. 

"Madam, 

*'Itisa very pleasant circumstance I am iny 
that while I should be thinking of the good com- 
pany we are to meet within a day or two, where 
we shall go to loggerheads, my thoughts are run- 
ning upon a fair enemy in England. I was in 
hopes I had left you there ; but you follow the 
camp, though I have endeavoured to make some 
of our leaguer ladies* drive you out of the field. 
All my comfort is, you are more troublesome to 
my colonel than myself 2 I permit you to visit me 
only now and then; but he downright keeps you. 
I laugh at his honour, as far as his gravity will al- 
low me : but I know him to be a man of too much 
merit to succeed with a woman. Therefore de- 
fend your heart as well as you can : I shall come 
home this winter irresistibly dressed, and witli 
quite a new foreign air. And so I had like to say, 
I rest, but, alas ! I remain, madam, your most 
•bedient, most humble servant, 

" John Careless." 

V 

• Women whQ accompany the army. 
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Now for colonel Constant's epistle ; you see i% 
is folded and directed with the utmost care : 

" Madam, 

« I do myself the honour to write to you this 
evening, because I believe to-morrow will be the 
day of battle ; and something forebodes in my 
breast that I shall fall in it. If it proves so, X 
hope you will hear I have done nothing below a 
man who had the love of his country, quickened 
by a passion for a woman of honour. If there be 
any thing noble in going to a certain death ; if 
there be any merit, that I meet it with pleasure^ 
by promising myself a place in your esteem ; if 
your applause, when I am no more, is preferable 
to the most glorious life without you : I say, ma* 
dam, if any of these considerations can have weight 
with you, you will give me a kind place in you** 
memory, which I prefer to the glory of Cassar; 
I hope this Will be read, as it is writ, with tears.^ 

The beloved lady is a woman of a sensible 
mind ; but she has ccmfessed to me, that after all 
her true and solid value for Constant, she htkd 
much more concern for the loss of Careless. 
Those noble and serious spirits have something 
equal to Ae adversities they meet with, and con- 
sequently lessen the objects of pity, <jrreat acci- 
dents seem not cut out so much for men of fami- 
liar characters, which makes them more easily 
pitied, and soon after beloved. Add to this, that 
the sort of love which generally succeeds, is a 
stranger to awe and distance. , I asked Romana, 
whether of the two she should have chosen, had 
they survived ? She said, she knew she ought to 
have taken Constant: but believed she should 
have chosen Careless. 
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St, James's Coffin-house, June 17. 

Letters from Lisbon of the ninth instant, N. S. 
say, that the enemy's army, having blocked up 
Olivenza, was posted on the Guadiana. The Por- 
tugueze are very apprehensive that the garrison 
of that place, though it consists of fiye of the best 
regiments of their army, will be obliged to surren-^ 
der, if not timely relieved, they not being suppli- 
ed with provisions for more than six weeks. 
Hereupon their generals held a council of war on 
the fourth instant, wherein it was concluded to 
advance towards Badajos. With this design the 
army decamped on the fifth from Jerumena, and 
marched to Cancaon. It is hoped, that if the ene- 
my follow their motions, they may have opportu- 
nity to put a sufficient quantity of provision an4 
ammunition into Olivenza. . 

*,^* Mr. BickerstafF gives nptice to all persons 
that dress themselves as they please, without re- 
gard to decorum (as with blue and red stockings 
in mourning, tucked. cravats, and night-cap wigs, 
before people of the first quality,) that he has yet 
^received no fipe for indulging them in that liber- 
ty, and that he expects their compliance in this 
depiand, or that they go home ioimediately and 
shift theHxselves. This is further to acquaint the 
town, that the report of the hosiers, toymeji, and 
aioilliners, having compounded wit;h Mr. Bicker- 
staff for tolerating such enormities^ is utterly false 
and scandalous. . 
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funtri ett farrago UbelU, 

JcT. Sat. LSSy 86. 

Whatever men do, or^ay, or think, or dream» 

Oitr moUey paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Grecian Caffee-hQUsCf June 18. 

In my dissertation against the custom of single 
combttt, it has been objected, that there is not 
learning) or much reading, shown therein, which 
is the very life and soul of all treatises ; for which 
reason, being always easy to receive admonitions 
and reform my errors, I thought fit to consult this 
learned board on the subject. Upon .proposing 
some doubts, and desiring their assistance, a very 
hopeful young gentleman, my relation,' who is to 
be called to the bar within a year and a half at far*- 
thest, told me, that he had ever since I first men- 
tioned duelling turned his head that way; and that 
he has principally moved thereto, because he de- 
signed to follow the circuits in the north of Eng- 
land and south of Scotland, and to reside mostly 
at his own estate at Landbademawz* in Cardigan- 
shire. The northern Britons and the southern 
Scots area warm people, and the Welsh <^a na- 
tion of gentlemen ;" so that it behoved him to un- 
derstand well the science of quarrelling. The 
young gentleman proceeded admirably well, and 
gave the board ain account that he had read ^' Fitz- 

* There is no saoh place. It is probable Lktnbadern Fawr 
in Cardiganshire is intended. 



JSro.51. TATLEB. $iS 

herbert*s* Grand -A^bridgement,'* and had found 
that duelling is a very ancient part of the law ; for 
when a man is sued, be it for his life or his latndy 
the person that joins the issue, whether plaintiff 
or defendant, may put the trial upon the duel. 
Further he argued, under favour of the Court, 
that when the issue is joined by the duel, in trea- 
son or other capital crimes, the parties accused 
and accuser must fight in their own proper per- 
sons : but if the dispute be for lands, you may 
hire a champion at Hockley in tlie Hole, or any 
where else. This part of the law we had from the 
Saxons ;. and they had it, as also the trial by or- 
deal, from the; Laplanders. It is indeed agreed, 
said he, the southern and eastern nations never 
knew any thing of it ; for though the ancient Ro- 
mans would scold and call names filthily, yet there 
is not an example of k challenge that ever passed 
among them. 

His quoting the eastern nations put another 
gentleman in mind of an account he had from a 
boatswain of an £ast-Indiaman, which was that 
a Chinese had tricked and bubbled him, and that 
when he came to demand satisfaction the next 
morning, and like a true tar of honour called him 
a son of a whore, liar, dog, and other rough ap- 
pellatives used by persons conversant with winds 
and waves, the Chinese, with great tranquillity, 
desired him ^^ not to come abroad fasting, nor put 
himself into a heat, for it would prejudice his 
health.'' Thus the East knows nothing of this 
gallantry. 

There sat at the left of the table a person of a 
venerabje aspect, who asserted, that "half the 

* A )KKlik pablished under tfaii title in 1516 by Aathonjr 
Fitzherbert, one of the judges in tAie reiga of Htury Yllf* 
This author died in 1538. ' ' 
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Impositions which are put upon these ages have 
been transmitted by writer* who have given tod 
great pomp and magnificence to the exploits of 
the ancient bear-garden, and made their gladia- 
tors, by fabulous tradition, greater than Gorman* 
and others of Great Britain " He informed the 
tompany that " he had searched authorities for 
"irhat he said, and that a learned antiquary, Hiim- 
phrey Scarecrow, Esquire, of' Hockley in the 
Hole, recorder to the bear-garden, was then wri- 
ting a discourse on the subject. It appears by 
the best accounts,** says this gentleman, " that the 
high names which are used among us with so 
great veneration, were no othec than stage-fight- 
ers, and worthies of the ancient bear-garden. 
The renowned Hercules jdways carried a quar- 
tetstaff, and was from thence called Claviger.f 
A learned chronologist is about proving what 
wood this staff was made of, whether oak, ash, or 
crab-tree. The first trial of skill he ever per- 
formed was with one Cacus, a deer-stealer ; the 
next was with Typhonus, a giant of forty feet 
four inches. Indeed it was unhappily recorded, 
that meeting at last with a sailor's wife, she made 
his staif of prowess serve her own use, and 
dwindle away to a distaff: she clapped him on 
an old tar jacket of her husband; s6 that this 
great hero drooped like a scabbed sheep. Him 
his contemporary Theseus succeeded in the 
bear-garden, which honour he held for many 
years. This grand duellist went tp hell, and 
was the only one of that sort that ever came back 
again. As for Achilles and Hector (as the bal- 

* Gorman- is mentioned in the epilogue to Lansdowne't 
*< Jew of Venice/' and ii there explained to have been a 
prize-fighter. 

t ** Qluh-bearer." 
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lads of those times mention,) they were pretty 
fimart fellows ; they fought at sword and buckler ; 
but the former had much tl>e better of it, his mo- 
ther, who was an oyster-woman, having got a 
blacksmith of Lemnos to make her son's weap- 
ons. There is a pair of trusty Trojans in a song 
of Virgil that were famous, for handling their 
gauntlets^ Dares and Entellus; and indeed it 
does appear, they fought no sham -prize." 

The Roman bear-garden was abundantly more 
magnificent than any thing Greece could boast 
of; it flourished most under those delights of 
mankind, Nero and Domitian. At one time it is 
recorded, four hundred senators entered the list, 
and thought it an honour to be cudgelled and 
quartersta^d. I observe the Lanistae were the 
people chiefly employed, which makes me ima- 
gine our bear-garden copied much after this, the 
butchers being the greatest men in it. 

Thus far the glory and honour of the beai- 
garden stood secure, until fate, that irresistible 
ruler of sublunary things, in that universal ruin 
of arts, and politer learning, by those savage peo- 
ple the Goths and Vandals, destroyed and level- 
led it to the ground. Then fell the grandeur and 
bravery of the Roman state, until at last the warlike 
genius (but accompanied with more courtesy) re- 
vived in the Christian world under those puissant 
champions, Saint George, Saint Dennis, and 
other dignified hei-oes : one killed his dragon, 
another his lion, and were all afterwards canoni- 
zed for it, having red letters* before then> to il- 
lustrate their martial temper. The Spanish na- 
tion, it must be owned, were devoted to gallantry^ 
and chivalry above the rest of the world. What 

* An «Uaitipn to the rubrics la the Bomaa^ v^t^Xs* 

D D e 
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tt great figure does that great name^ Don Qubc- 
Qte, make in history I How shines this glorious 
star in the western world I O renowned herol^ 
O mirror of knighthood ! 

Thy brandish'd whinYard all the world defies. 
And kills as sure as Del Tobosa^s eyes. 

I am forced to break off abruptly^ being sent 
for in haste with my rvile, to measure the degree 
of an affront, before the two gentlemen (who are 
how in their breeches and pumps, ready to en- 
gage behind Montague -house) have made a pass. 

From my own Apartment , June 18.. 

It is an unreasonable objection, I find; against 
my labours, that my stock is not all my Own, 
and, therefore, the kind reception I have met 
with, is not so deserved as it ought to be. But I 
hope, though it be never so true that I am obli- 
ged to my friends for laying their cash: in my 
hands ; since I give it them again when they please, 
and leave them at their liberty to caH it honie, it 
will hot hurt me with my gentle readers. Ask 
all the merchants who act upon consignments, 
where is the necessity (if they answer readily 
what their correspondents draw) of their beihg 
wealthy themselves I Ask the greatest bankers, if 
iall the men they deal with were to draw at once, 
what would be the consequence ? But indeed 9i 
country friend has writ me a letter which gives 
me great mortification: wherein I find I am so 
far from expecting a supply from thence, that 
some have not heard of mie, and the rest do not 
understand me : his epistle is as follows : 

" Dear Cousin, 
« I thought, when I left the town, to have m^ed 
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your fame here, and helpi^d you to support it by 
intelligence from hence ; but, alas, they had ne- 
ver heard of the Tatler until I brought down a 
«et. I lent them from house to house, but they 
asked me what they meant. I began to enlighten 
them by telling who and who were supposed to 
be intended by the characters drawn ; I said, for 
instance, Chloe and Clarissa are two eminent 
toasts. A gentleman, who keeps his greyhound 
and gun, and one would think might know bet- 
ter, told me, he supposed they were Fa/iishes, for 
Jtheir names were not English, * Then, said he, 
why do you cdl live people toasts ?* I answered, 
* That was a new name found out by the wits, to 
make a lady have the sjtfne effect, as burridge in 
the glass when a man is drinking. But, says I, 
Sir, I perceive this is to you all bamboozling ; 
why, you look as if you were Don Diego* d to the 
tune of a thousand pounds.' All this good lan- 
guage was lost upon him : he only stared, though 
he is as good a scholar as any layman in the town, 
except the barber. Thus cousin, you must be 
content with London for the center of your 
wealth and fame; we have no relish for you. 
Wit must describe its proper circumference, 
and not go beyond it, lest, like little boys when 
they straggle out of their own palish, it may wan- 
der to places where it is not known, and be lost^ 
Since it is so, you must excuse me, that I am for- 
ced at a visit to sit silent^ and only lay up what ex- 
cellent things pass at such conversations. 

" This evening I was with a couple of young 
ladies ; one of them had the character of the pret- 
tiest company, yet really I thought her but silly ; 
the other, who talked a great deed less, I observed 
to have understanding. The lady, who is reckon- 
ed such a companion among her acquaintance^ has 
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only, with a very brisk air, a knack of saying the 
commonest things : the other, with a sly serious 
one, says home things enough. The first, mis- 
tress Giddy, is very quick ; but the second, mis- 
tress Slim, fell into Giddy's own style, and was as 
good company ^s she. Giddy happens to drop 
her glove ; Slim reaches it to her. < Madam, 
says Giddy, I hope your will have a better office.* 
Upon which Slim immediately repartees, and sits 
in her lap, and cries, ' Are you not sorry for my 
heaviness ?' The sly wench pleased me, to see 
how she hit her height of understanding so well. 
We sat down to dinner. Says Giddy, mighty 
prettily, " Two hands in a dish, and one in a purse.* 
Says Slim, * Ay, madam, the more the merrier ; 
but the fewer the better cheer.' I quickly took 
the hint, and was as witty and talkative as they. 
Says I, 

** He that will not when he may, 
** When he will he shall have naj^" 

and SO helped myself. Giddy turns about j *What, 
have you found your tongue ?' ' Yes, says I, it is 
manners to speak when I am spoken to ; but your 
greatest talkers are the least doers, and the still 
sow eats up all the broth. *Hal ha! says Giddy, 
one would think he had nothing in him, and do 
you hear how he talks, when he pleases i' I grew 
immediately roguish and pleasant to a degree, in 
the same strain. .Slim, who knew how good.com- 
pany we had been, ^ries, you will certainly print 
this bright conversation.'* 

It is so ; and hereby you may see how small an 
appearance Ithe prettiest things said in company 
make, wh^ in print 
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St. Jameses Ccffee-housCy June 20. 

A mail from Lisbon has brought advices, of 
June the twelfth, from the king of Portugal'* ar* 
Kiy encamped at Torre Allegada, which informs 
us, that the general of the army called a court 
martial on the fourth at the camp of Jenimena, 
Vhere it was resolved to march with a design to 
attempt the succour of Olivenza. Accordingly 
the army movpd on the fifth, and marched to- 
wards Badajos. Upon their approach, the Mar- 
quis de Bay detached so great a party from the 
blockade of Olivenza, that the marquis das Minas, 
at the head of a large detachment, covered a 
great convoy of provisions towards Olivenza, 
which threw in their stores, and marched back 
to their army without iholestatioh from the Span- 
iards. They add, that each army must necessarily 
inarch into quarters within twenty days. 

*^* Whosoever can discover a surgeon's ap- 
prentice who fell up^yn Mr. Bickerstaff 's messen- 
ger, or (as th6 printers call hitn) Devil, going to 
press^ and tore out of his hand part of his essay 
against duels, in the fragments of which were the 
words ' you lie,' and ' man of honour,' taken up 
ftt the Temple-gate, and the words, 'perhaps'— 
*may be not,' — *' by your leave. Sir,' — and other 
terms of provocation, taken up at the door of 
Young Man's Coffe«-house, shall receive satisfac- 
tion from Mr. Morphew^ besides a set of argu- 
ments to be spoken to any man in a passion, 
which, if the said enraged man list^tis to, wiii 
prevent quarrelling. 

tit Mr. Bicket*9taff does hereby give notice^ 
that he has taken the two famous Umversities 6f 
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this land under his immediate care;,'anddoes here- 
by promise all tutors and pupils, that he will hear 
Whatman he said of each side between them, and 
to correct them impartially, by placing them in 
orders and classes in the learned world> accord^, 
ihg to their merit. 
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Whtte'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its the me. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, June 22. 

An answer to the following letter being absolute- 
ly necessary to be dispatched with all expedition, 
I must trespass upon all that come with horary- 
questions into my anti-chamber, to give the gen- 
Fenian my opinion. 

To Isaac Bickerstaff, Enquire. 

"Sir, ^ June \B^ 1709. 

" I know not whether you ought to pity or laugk 
at me ; for I am fallen desperately in love with a 
professed Platonrie, the most unaccountable crea- 
ture of her sex. To hear her talk seraphics, and 
run over Norris, and More, and Milton, and the 
whole set of intellectual triflers, torments me 
heartily ; for, to a lover who understands meta- 
phors, all this pretty prattle of ideas gives very 
ftie Views of pleasure, which only the dear de- 



claimer prevents, by understanding them literally : 
why should she wish to be a cherubim, when it is 
fiesh and blood that makes her adorable ? If I 
speak to her, that is a high breach of the idea of 
intuition ; if I offpr at her hand oi* lip, she shrinks 
from the touch like a sensitive plant, and would 
contract herself into mere spirit. She calls her 
chariot, vehicle ; her furbelowed scarf, pinions ; 
her blue manteau and petticoat is her azure dress ; 
and her footman goes by the name of Oberon. 
It is my misfortune to be six feet and a half 
high, two full spans between the shoulders, thir- 
teen inches diameter in the calves ; and, before I 
was in love, I had a noUe stomachs and usually 
went to bed sober with two bottles. I am not 
quite six-and-twenty, and my nose is marked truly 
aqueline. For these reasons, I am in a very par- 
ticular manner her aversion. What shall I do? 
Impudence itself cannot reclaim her. If I writ© 
miserably, she reckons me among the children of 
perdition, and discards me her region ; if I as- 
sume the gross and substantial, she plays the real 
ghost with me, and vanishes in a moment. I had 
hopes in the hypocrisy of her sex ; but perseve- 
rance makes it as bad as fixed aversion. I desire 
your opinion, whether I may not lawfully play the 
inquisition upon her, make use of a little force^ 
and put her to the rack and the torture, only to 
convince her that she has really fine limbs, without 
spoiling or distorting them. I expect your direc- 
tions, before I proceed to dwindle and fall away 
with despair ; which at present I do not think advi- 
seable, because, if she should recant, she may then 
hate me perhaps in the other extreme, for my ten- 
uity. I am (with impatience) your most humble 
servant) 

Charles Stubdt." 
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My pati^it has put his case firith very much 
warmth, and repreaented it in sq Uyely a maimer, 
that I see both his torment and tqunentor with 
great perspiciiity. This order of Platonic ladies 
are to be .dealt with in a maimer peculiar frpca aU 
the rest of the sex. Flattery is the general way^ 
and the way in this case ; but it is not to be done 
grossly. Every man that has wit and humouTi 
and raillery, can naake a good flatterer for womenln 
general ; but a Platoiine is not to be touched vritk 
panegyric ; she will tell you, it is a sensuality in the 
soul to be delighted that way. You are not there- 
fore to commend, but silently consent to all she 
does and says. You are to consider, in her the 
scorn of you is not humour, but opinion. 

There were, some years since, a set of these 
ladies who were of quality, and gave out, that vir- 
ginity was to be their state of life during this mor- 
tal condition, and therefore resolved to join theu* 
fortunes, and erect a nunnery. The place of re- 
sidence was pitched upon ; and a pretty situatioii, 
full of natural falls and ridings of water, with sha- 
dy coverts, and flowery arbours, was approved by 
seven of the founders. There were as many of 
our sex who took .the liberty to visit their man- 
sions of intended seyerity ; among others*, a &- 
mous rake of that time, who had the grave, way 
to an excellence. He came in first; but, ujxm 
seeing a servant coming towards him with a design 
•Id tell him this was no place for him Qn his com- 
^jpiknions, up goes my grave impudence to the 
maid; ** Young woman," said he, *Vif any pf thp 
ladies are in the way on this side pf thehdui^ 
pray carry us on the other side towards the gar- 

• It is iaidy that Kir. Repinjg^n^ a Wsirmtk^)^ mt^ 
wasthie ^* isoiottg-ritke" )b9re allu$l«d to., 



dens : y^e are, f ou mtist know, gentlemen ^at are 
travelling Englsoird ; after which we shall go into 
foreign parts, where some of us have already 
been." Here he bows in the most humble man- 
ner, and kissed the girl, who knew not how to be- 
have to such a sort of carriage. He; goes on : 
^' Now you must know we have an ambition to 
havfe it to say, that we have a Protestant nun- 
nery in England ; but pray, Mrs. Betty**-^"Sir," 
she replied, " my name is Susan, at your service." 
*' Then I heartily be^ your pardon."-*-" No of- 
fence 'in the least,** said she, "for I have a cousin^ 
german, whose name is Betty.** " Indeed,'* said 
he, " I protest to you, that was more than I knew ; 
I spoke at random: but since it happens that I 
was near in the right, give me leave to present 
this gentleman to the favour of a civil salute.'* 
His friend advances, and so on, until they had all 
saluted her. By this means the poor girl was 
in the middle of the crowd of these fellows at a 
loss what to do, without courage to pass through 
them ; and the Platonics, at several peep-holes, 
pale, trembling, and fretting. Rake perceived 
they were observed, and therefore took care to 
keep Sukey in chat with questions concerning 
their way of life ; when appeared at last Mado«< 
nella*, a lady who had writ a fine book concern- 
ing the recluse life, and was the projectrix of 
the foundation. She approaches into the hall; 
and Rake, knowing the dignity of his owp m 
and aspect, goes deputy from his company, 
begins, " Sir, I am obliged to follow the servant, 

* The pierson herd represented, or radier grossly misr** 
pt^sented, under the name of McuhnellOy a diminutive from. 
Madona, which signifies the Virgin Mary, was, Mrs. Mary 
Astell, a lady of superior understandiBg^ of ooatideraUt 
teaming, and lingvlftr piety. 
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wIh> w» scM out to kacnr wbsH aCur CD«ld vnke 
ttranigm pms upoo a aoHtiidr wlikh we, who 
are to inlialitt tkis place, have .cieroled to lieaTcn 
aadoorowntiioiigfats?" ^Madun,** replies Ra^e, 
with ao airof great cOstance, mixed with a certain 
indiffereDce^bf which he coaU dissemble dissiiii- 
vhoiofi, ^ ^ofiir greatt in^tntioD has made more 
Doise in the woild than joo design it should ; and 
we trsnrellers, who hare seen manj foreign insti- 
tmiofis of this kind, have a curiositj to see, in its 
first rudimentSy the seat of primitive piety ; for 
snch it must be called by future agesyto the eter- 
nal honour of the founders : I have read Mado- 
seDa's excenent and seraphic discourse on this 
subject." The bdr immediately answered, *^ If 
what I hare said could have amtributed to raise 
any thoughts in you that may make for the ad- 
vancement of intellectual and divine conversation) 
I should think myself extremely happy.** He 
immediately fell back with the profotmdest vene- 
ration; then advancing, ^ Are you then that ad- 
mired lady I If I may approach lips which hare 
uttered things so sacred" — He salutes her. His 
friends followed his example. The devoted with- 
in stood in amazement where this would end, to 
see Madonella receive their address and tl:^ir 
company. But Rake goes on — ^ We would not 
transgress rules; but if ^we may take the liberty 
to see the place you biave thought fit to choose for 
ever, we would go into such parts of the gardens, 
as is consistent with the severities you hare impo- 
sed on yourselves." 

To be short, Madonella permitted Kake to lead 
her into the assembly of Nuns, followed by his 
friends,, and each took his fair-one by the hand, af- 
ter due explanation, to walk round the g^ardens. 
The conversation turned upon the lilies^ the flow- 
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ers, the arbours, and the growing vegetables ; and 
Rake had the solemn impudence, when the whole 
company stood round him, to say*, that " he sin- 
cerely wished men might rise out of the earth 
like plants ; and that our minds were not of neces^ ' 
sity to be sullied with carnivorous appetites for 
the generation^ as well as support, of our spe- 
cies." This was spoken with so easy and fixed 
an assurance, that Madonella answered, '^ Sir^ 
under the notion of a pious thought, you deceive 
yourself in wishing an institution foreign to that 
of Providence. These desires were implanted 
in us for reverend purposes, in perserving the 
race of men, and giving opportunities for making 
our chastity more heroic." The conference w^s 
continued in this celestial strain, and carried on 
so well by the managers on both sides, that it 
created a second and a third interview ; and, with- 
out entering into further particulars, there was 
hardly one of them but was a mother or father 
that day twelvemonth. 

Any unnatural part is long taking up, and as long 
laying aside ; therefore Mr. Sturdy may assure 
himself, Platonica will fly for ever from a forward 
behaviour; but if he approaches her accordmgto 
this model, she will fall in with the necesities of 
mortal life, and condescend to look with pity upon 
an unhappy man, imprisoned in so much body 
and urged by such violent desire^. 

From my own Apartment, June 22. 

The evils of this town increase upon me to so 
great a degree, that I am half afraid I shall not 
ieave the world much better than I found it. Se- 

* \n allusion to, or ra^er ft quotajtion from Sir T. Bfowm's 
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vera} wortfaf gentlemen and critics hare applied 
to me, to give my censure of an enormity which 
has been revived, after beinglong suppressed, and 
is called fiunning, I have several arguments rea- 
dy to prove, that he cannot be a man pf honeury 
vrho is guilty of this abuse of human society. But 
the way to"^ expose it is, like the expedient of cu- 
ring drunkenness, shewing a man in that condi^ 
fion : therefore I must give my reader warning, 
to expect a collection of these offences ; without 
which preparation, I thought it too adventurous 
to introduce the very mention of it in good com- 
pany : and I hope, I shall be understock to do it^ 
as a divine mentions oaths and curses only £ar 
their condemnation. I shall dedicate this dis- 
course to a gentleman, my very good friend, who 
is the Janus* of our times, and whom, by hisyealv 
and wit, you would take to be of the last s^; but 
by his dress and morals, of this. 

St. James's Coffee-house, June 22* 

Last night arrived tm mails from Holland, 
tirhich bring letters from the Hague of the twen- 
ty-eighth instant, N. S. with advice, that the ene- 
my lay encamped behind a strong intrenchment, 
with the marsh of Romiers on their right and left, 
extending itself as far as Bethune : La Basse is 
in their front, Lens in their rear, and their camp 
is strengthened by another line firom Lens to Do- 
way. The Duke of Marlborough caused an ex- 
act observation to be made of their ground, and 
the works by which they were covered, Which 
appeai*ed so strong that it was not thought proper 
to attack them in their present posture^ Howev^ 

* Under the fimeifal naiae of Jtoua^ Steele oleariy aUa^jL^B 
to Swift 
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cr, the Duke thought fit to make a feint as if he 
designed it : His grace accordingly marched 
from the abbey at Looze, as did Prince Eugene 
from Lampret, and advanced with all possible di- 
ligence towards the enemy. To favour the ap- 
pearance of an intended assault, the ways were 
made, and orders distHbuted in such manner, 
that none in either camp could have thoughts of 
any thing but charging the enemy by break of day 
next morning : but soon after the fall of the night 
of the twenty-sixth, the whole army faced towards 
Toumiay, which place they invested early in the 
morning of the twenty-seventh. The marshal 
Villars was so confident that we designed to at- 
tack him, that he had drawn great part of the gar- 
rison of the place which is now invested into the 
field : for which reason, it is presumed, it must 
submit within a small time, which the enemy can- 
not prevent, but by coming out of their present 
camp, and hazarding a general engagement. 
These advices add, that ^ garrison of Mons, had 
marched out under the command of marshal 
d'Arco; which, with the Bavarians, Walloons, 
and the troops of Cologne, have joined the grand 
army of the enemy. 
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Q»i^taJa|«<n' hominei 

nQtffri eit farrago UbelU, 

Juv. Sat I. 85^ 8§.: 

Whatever men do, or say, or t)ilnk, or dreatn. 

Oar modoj paper seizes for its theme. p. 

By Mrs. Jennt Dmtaff, Half-sister to 

Mr. BiCSJiRSTAFF. 

Frfm my own Apartment ^ June 23. 

My brother has made an excursion into the coiin** 
try, and the work against Saturday lies upon me* 
I am very glad I have got pen and ink in my hand i 
for I have for some time longed for his absence^ 
to give a right idea of things, which I thought he 
put ir^ a very odd light, and some of them to the 
disadvantage of my own sex. It is much to be 
lamented^ that it is necessary to make discourses^ 
Bud publish treatises, to keep the horrid crea- 
tures, the men, within the rule« of common de** 
cency. 

I gladly embrace this opportunity to express 
ttiyself with the resentment I ought, on people 
who take liberties of speech before that sex of 
whom the honoured names of Mother, Daughter, 
and Sister are a part : I had liked to have named 
Wife in the number ; but the senseless world are 
so mistaken in their sentiments of pleasure, that 
the most amiable term in human life is become 
the derision of fools and scomers. My brother 
^and I have at least fifty times quarrelled upon this 
topic. I ever argue, that the frailties of women 
4^*€ to be imputed to the &lse omapftents^ ^wbicli 
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men of wit put upon our folly and coquetiy. He 
lays all the vices of men upon women's secret ap- 
probation of libertine characters in them. I did 
not care to give up a point ; but, now he is out of 
the way, I cannot but own I beUeve there is very 
much in what he asserted : but if you will believe 
your eyes, and own, that the wickedest and witti- 
est of them all marry one day or other, it is im» 
possible to belie^ve, that if a man thoug)it he should 
be for ever incapable of being received by a wo- 
man of merit and honour, he would persist in an 
abandoned way ; and deny himself the possibility 
of enjoying the happiness of well-governed de- 
sires, orderly satisfactions, and honourable me- 
thods of life. If our sex were wise, a lover should 
have a certificate from the last woman he served, 
how he was turned away, before he was received 
into the service of another: but at present any 
vagabond is welcome, provided he promises to 
enter into our livery. It is wonderful, that we 
will not take a footman without credentials from 
his last master ; and in the greatest concern of 
life, we make no scruple of falling into a treaty 
with the most notorious offender in this behaviour 
figainst others. But this breach of commerce be- 
tween the sexes proceeds from an unaccountable 
prevalence of custom, by which a woman is to the 
last degree reproachable for being deceived, and 
a man suffers no loss of credit for being a de- 
ceiver. 

Since this tyrant humour has gained place, why 
are we represented in the writings of men in ill 
iigures for artifice in our carriage, when we have 
to do with a professed impostor? When oaths, 
imprecations, vows, and adorations, are made use 
x>f as words of course, what arts are not necessary 
^o defend us from such as glory in the breach of 
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them ? As for my part, I am resolved to hear ail, 
and believe none of them; and therefore solemn- 
ly declare no vow shall deceive me, but that of 
marriage ; for I am turned of twenty, and bemg 
of a small fortune, homje wit, and (if I can believe 
my lovers and my glass) handsome, I have heard 
aU that can be said towards my undoing ; and shall 
therefore, for warning-sake, give an account of the 
offers that have been made me, my manner of re- 
jecting them, and my assistances to keep my re- 
solution. 

In the sixteenth year of my 'life, I fell into the 
acqusdntance of a lady extremely well known in 
this town for the quick advancement of her hus- 
band, and the honours, and distinctions which lier 
industry has procured him, and all who belong to 
her. This excellent body sat next to me for some 
months at church, and "took the liberty, which," 
she S£dd« " her years and the zeal she had for my 
welfare gave her claim to, to assure me, that she 
observed some parts of my behaviour which wojuld 
lead me into errors, and give encouragement to 
some to entertain hopes I did not think of. What 
made you," said she, " look through your fan at 
t*hat lord, when your eyes should have been turn- 
ed upwards, or closed in attention upon better ob- 
jects ?" I blushed, and pretended fifty odd excu- 
ses ;— but confounded myself the more. She 
wanted nothing but to see that confusion, and 
goes on ; " Nay, child, do not be troubled that I tak^e 
notice of it; my value for you made me speak it ; 
^or though he is my kinsman, I have a nearer re- 
gard to virtue than any other consideration." She 
had hardly done speaking, when this noble lord 
came up to us, and led her to her coach. ^ 

My head ran all that day and night on the ex- 
emplary carriage of this woman^ who i;oiild be s€> 
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virtuously impertinent, as to admonish one sho 
was hardly aecquainted ijirith. However, it struck 
, upon the vanity of a girt, that it may pos^bly be., 
liis thoughts might have been as favourat^ of me^ 
as mine were amorous of him : and as unlikely 
things 2» that have happened, if he should make 
sne his wife. She never mentioned this more to 
me ; but I still in all public places stole looks at 
this man, who easily observed my passion for him. 
It is so hard a thing to check the return of agree* 
able thoughts, that he became my dream, my vi* 
aion, my food, my wish, my torment. 

That ministress of durkness, the lady Sempro- 
jiia, perceived tpo weU the temper I was in, and 
would, one day after evening service, needs take 
me to the park. When we were there, my lordi 
passes by ; I flushed into a flame. << Mrs'. Dis» 
taff," said she, ** you may very well remember 
the concern I was in upon the first notice I took 
of your regard to that lord ; and forgive me, wha 
liad a tender friendship for your mother (now in 
lier grave), that I am vigilant of your conduct.'* 
She went on with much severity, and, after great 
.solicitation, prevailed on me to go with her into 
the country, and there spend the ensuing sum* 
mer out of the way of a man she saw I loved, and 
one whom she perceived meditated my ruin, by 
frequently desiring her to introduce him to me : 
which she absolutely refused, except he would 
give his honour that he had no other design but 
to marry me. To her countiy-house a week or 
two after we went : there was at the furthen end 
of her garden a kind of wilderness, in the ndidle 
of which ran a soft rivulet by an arbour of jessa- 
mine. In this place I usually passed my retired 
hours, and read some^ romantic or poetical tale 
until the close of the evening. It was near that 
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time, in the heat of summer, when gentle winds, 
soft murmurs of water, and notes of nightingales, 
had given my mind an indolence, which added to 
that repose of soul twilight and the end of a warm 
day naturally throw upon the spirits. It was at 
such an hoUr, and in such a iitate of tranquillity I 
sat, when, to my inexpressible amazement, I saw 
my lord walking towards me, whom I knew not 
until that moment to have been in the country. I 
could observe in his approach the perplexity 
which attends a man big with design ; and I had, 
while he was coming forward, time to reflect that 
I was betrayed ; the sense of which gave me a re- 
sentment suitable to such a baseness: but, when 
he entered into the bower where I was, my heart 
flew towards him, and, I confess, a certain joy 
came into my mind, with an hope that he might 
then make a declaration of honour and passion. 
This threw my eye upon him with such tender* 
ness as gave hun power, with a broken accent, to 
begin. /* Madam— «you will wonder — forit is cer- 
tain, you must have observed-«-though I fear you 
will misinterpret the motive^ — but by heaven and 
all that is sacred i if you could" — Here he made, 
a full stand, and I recovered power to say, " The 
consternation I am in you will not, I hope, believe 
—•an helpless innocent maid-^besides that, the 
place.**— — He saw me in as great confusion as 
himself; which attributing to the same causes, 
he had the audaciousness to throw himself at my 
feet, talk of the stillness of the evening, and then 
ran into deifications of my person, pure flames, 
constant love, eternal raptures, and a thousand 
Other phrases drawn from the images we have of 
heaven, which ill men use for the service of hell, 
when run over with uncommon vehemence. 
After which he seized me in his arms ; his de» 
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sigii was too evident. In my utmost distress, I 
fell upon my knees ^ My lord, pity me, on my 
knees— on my knees in the cause of virtue, as 
you were lately in that of wickedness. X^an you 
think of destroymg the labour of a whole life, the 
purpose of a long education, for the base service 
of a sudden appetite f to throw one that loves yoUf 
that doats on you, out of the company and the road 
of all that is virtuous and praise-worthy ? Have^ 
taken in all the instructions of piety, religion, and 
reason, for no other end, but to be the sacrifice of 
lust, and abandoned to scorn ? Assume yourself^ 
my lord; and do not attempt to vitiate a temper 
sacred to innocence, honour, and religion. If I 
have injured you, stab this bosom, and let me dici 
but not be ruined, by the hand I love.** The ar- 
dency of my passion made me incapable of utter- 
ing more ; and I saw my lover astonished and re- 
formed by my behaviour : when rushed in Sem- 
pronia. ^^ Hal faithless base man, could you 
then steal out of town, and lurk like a robber about 
my house for such brutish purposes I** 
' My lord was by this time recovered, and fell 
into a violent laughter at the turn which Sempro- 
nia designed to give her villany. He bowed to 
me with the utmost respect: " Mrs. Distaff," 
said he, " be careful hereafter of your company ;*' 
and so retired. The fiend Sempronia congratu« 
lated my deliverance with a flood of tears. 

This nobleman has since very frequently made 
his addresses to me with honour ; but I have as 
often refused them ; as well knowing that famili- 
arity and marriage will make him, on some ill-na- 
tured occasion, call all I said in the arbour a thea- 
trical action. Besides that, I glory in contemning 
a man, who had thoughts to my dishonour. If 
this method were the imitation of the whole sex^ 
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iimocence irould be the onlf dreti of beamiy ; and 
aU affectation bj any other arts to pleaae . the eyes 
of men would be banished to the stews £ot ever. 
The conquest of passion gives ten times more 
happiness than we can reap from the gratification 
of it ; and she, that has got over such a one as 
mine, will stand among Beaux and Pretty Pellowst 
with as much safety as in a summer's day am(»ig 
grasshoppers and butterflies. 

P. S. I have ten miUionsx)f things more against 
i|ien, if I eyer get the pen i^aini. 

St, Jama's Offee-hause, June 24. 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated the 
twenty-eighth instant, N. S. say, that, on the 
twenty-fifth, a squadron of Dutch men of war sail« 
ed out of the Texel to join Admiral Baker at 
Spithead. The twenty-sixth was observed as a 
day of fasting and humiliation, to implore a bles- 
sing on the arms of the allies this ensuing cam- 
pai^. Letters from Dresden are very particu- 
lar m the account of the gallantry and magnifi- 
cence, in which that Court has appeared since th& 
arrival of the king of Denmark. No day has pas- 
sed in which public shows have not been exhibit- 
ed for his entertainment and diversion : the last 
of that kind which is mentioned is a carousal^ 
wherein many oi the youth of the first quality, 
dressed in the most splendid manner, ran for the 
prize. His Danish Majesty condescended to tho 
same ; but having observed thai there was a de- 
sign laid to throw it in lus way, passed by without 
attempting to gain it. The coult of Dresden 
was preparing to accompany his Danish Majesty 
to Potsdam, where the expectation of an interview 
of three kings had drawn together such multi- 
tudes of people, that many persons of distinctimi 



^ill be obliged to lie in tents^ as loBg as those 
courts continue in that place. 
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Qidcquidagunt hondnei 

noitneatfarraffoUbeiU* 

Juv. Sat. 1.85, 86« 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. F. 

Bt Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

White's Chocolate-hausei June 25. 

Having taken upon me to cure all distempers 
which proceed from affections of the mind, I 
have laboured since I first kept this public stage, 
to do all the good I could, and have perfected 
many cures at my own lodgings, carefully avoid- 
ing the common method of mountebanks, to do 
their most eminent operations in sight of the 
people ; but must be so just to my patients as to 
declare, they have testified under their hands 
their sense of my' poor abilities, and the good 
I have done them, which I publish for the benefit 
of the world, and not out of any thoughts of pri- 
vate advantage. 

I have cured fine Mrs. Spy of a great imper- 
fection in her eyes, which made her eternally rol- 
ling them from one coxcomb to another in pub- 
lic places, in so languishing a manner, that it at 
once lessened her own power, and her beholders 
vanity. Twenty drops of my ink, placed in cer- 
tain letters on which she attentively looked for 

VOL. r. rr 
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iialf an hour, have restored her to the true use of 
her sight ; which is, to guide, and not mislead 
us. Ever since she took the liquor, which I 
call BickerstaiTs circumsfiectiwt'watcr^ she looks 
right forward, and can bear being looked at for 
half a day without returning one glance. This 
water has a peculiso* virtue in it, which makes it the 
only true cosmetic or beauty-wash in the world; 
the nature of it is such, that if you go to a glass- 
*with a design to admire your face, it immediately 
changes it into downright deformity^ If you 
coni^uit it only to look with a better countenance 
upon your friends, it immediately gives an alac-- 
rity to the visage, and new grace to the whole 
person. There is indeed a great deal owing t(^ 
the constitution of the person to whom it is ap^ 
plied ; it is in vain to give it when the patient is 
m the rage of the distemper ; a bride in her first 
month, a lady soon after her husband's being 
knighted, or any person of either sex, who has 
lately obtained any new good fortune or prefer- 
ment, must be prepared sometime before they 
use it It has an effect upon others, as well av 
the patient, -when it is taken in due form. Lady 
Petulant has by the use of it cured her husband 
of jealousy, and lady Gad her whole neighbour- 
hood of detraction. 

The fame of these things, added to my being" 
an old fellow, makes me extremely acceptable to 
the fair sex. You would hardly believe me, when 
I tell you there is not a man in town so much 
their delight as myself. They make no more of 
visiting me, than going to Madam Depingle's ; 
there were two of them, namely, Damia and Cli- 
damira, (I assure you women of distinction) who 
came to see me this morning in their way to pray-- 
^rs ; and bemg in a very diverting humour (an 
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innocence always makes people chcerfal\ they 
would needs have me, according to the distinction 
of Pretty and Very Pretty fellows, inform them, 
if I thought either of them, had a title to the Very 
Pretty among those of their own sex ; aiid if I 
did, which was the more deserving of the two ? 

To put them to the trial, " Look ye,** said ly 
<* I must not rashly give my judgment in matters 
of this importance ; pray let me see you dance^ 
I play upon the kit" They immediately fell 
back to the lower end of the room (you may be 
sure they courtsied low enotigh to me) and be- 
gan. Never were two in the world so equally 
matched, and both scholars to my name-sake 
Isaac*. Never was man in so dahgerous a condi- 
tion as myself, when they began to expand their 
charms. <* Oh I ladies, ladies," cried I, ** not 
lialf that air, you will fire the house." Both smi- 
led ; for by the bye, there is no carrying a meta* 
phor too far when a lady's charms are spoken of. 
Somebody, I tiiink, has called a Qne woman^ dan- 
cing, " a brandished torch of beauty." These ri- 
vals moved with such an agreeable freedom, 
that you would believe their gesture was the ne- 
cesssary effect of the music, and not the pro- 
duct of skill and practice. Now Clidamira came 
on with a crowd of graces, and demanded my 
judgment with so sweet an air— and she had no 
sooner carried it, but Damia made her utterly 
forgot, by a gentle sinking, and a rigadoon step. 
The contest held a full half hour ; and, I pro- 
test, I saw no manner of difference in their per- 
fections, until they came up together, and expec- 
ted sentence. " Look ye, ladies," said I, " 1 see 
no difference in the least in your performances ; 

* Mr. Isaac, a fieimous dancing-master at that timc^ tras ^ 
Frenchman and a Roman Catliolic^ 
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but f OU) Clidamira) seem to be so well satisfied 
that I shall determine for you, that I must give 
it to Damia, ivho stands with so much diffidence 
and fear after showing an equal merit to what she 
pretends to. Therefore, Clidamira, you are a 
Pretty ; but, Damia, you are a Very Pretty lady ; 
for," said I, " beauty loses its force if not accom- 
panied with modesty. She that has an humble 
opinion of herself, will have every body's ap- 
plause, because she does not expect it ; while the 
vain creature loses approbation through too great 
a sense of deserving it." 

jFVont my oum Apartment, June 27* 

Being of a very spare and hectic constitution^ 
I am forced to make frequent journeys of a mile 
or two for fresh air ; and indeed by this last) which 
was no farther than the village of Chelsea, I am 
farther convinced of the necessity of travelling to 
know the world : for, as it is usual with young 
voyagers, as soon as they land upon a shore, to 
begin their accounts of the nature of the people, 
tfieir soil, their government, their inclinations, 
and their passions ; so really I &ncied I could 
give you an immediate description of this village, 
from the five fields where the robbers lie in wait, 
to the coffee-house where the literati sit in coun- 
cil. A great ancestor of ours by the mother's 
side, Mr. Justice Overdo (whose history is writ- 
ten by Ben Jonson), met with more enormities by 
walking incognito than he was capable of correc- 
ting ; and found great mortifications in observing 
also persons of eminence, whom he before knew 
nothing of. Thus it fared with me, even in a 
place so near the town as this. When I came 
mtothe coffee-house, I had not time to salute the 
company, before my eye was diverted by ten thou- 
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sand gimcracks round the room, and on the ciel- 
ing^ When my first astonishment was over, 
comes to me a sage of a thin and meagre counte- 
nance ; which aspect made me doubt, whether 
reWing or fretting had made it so philosophic : 
but I very soon perceived him to be of that sect 
which the ancients call Gingivistae ; in our lan- 
guage, tooth-drawers. I immediately had a res- 
pect for the man ; for these practical philosophers 
go upon a very rational hypothesis, not to cure, 
but take away the part affected; My love of man- 
kind made me very benevolent to Mr. Salter*; 
for such is the name of this eminent barber and 
antiquary. Men are usually, but unjustly dis- 
tinguished rather by their fortunes than their tal- 
ents, otherwise this personage would make a 
great figure in that class of men which I distin- 
guish under the title of Odd Fellows. But it is 
the misfortune of persons of great genius to have 
their faculties dissipated by attention to too many 
things at once. Mr. Salter is an instance of this ; 
if he would wholly give himself up to the stringt> 
instead of playing twenty beginnings to tunes, he 
might, before he dies, play Roger de Caubly quite 
out. I heard him go through his whole round, 
and indeed I think he does play the "Merry 
Christ Church bells" pretty justly ; but he con- 
fessed to me, he did that rather to show he was 
orthodox, than that he valued himself upon the 

* Mr. Salter was a noted barber, who began to make a ooU 
leotiou of natural curiosities, which acquired him the name 
(probably first given him by Steele) of Don Saltero. He 
formerly kept a coffee-house at Chelsea, the curiosities of 
which were lately sold by auction. See Gent. Mag. yd. 
Ixix. p. 160. 

't' There was no passing his house, if he^was at home, with- 
out having one's ears grated wirh the tound ef his fiddle, jMi 
which he scraped most execrably. 
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music itself. Or, if he did proceed in his an- 
atomy) why might he not hope in time to cut off 
legs, as well as draw teeth ? The particularity 
of this man put me into a deep thought, whence 
it should proceed, that of all the lower order, 
barbers should go farther in hitting the ridicu* 
lous than any other set of men. Watermen 
brawl, coblers sing : but why must a barber bo 
for ever a politician, a musician, an. anatomist, a 
poet, and a physician ? The learned Vossius 
says, his barber used to comb his bead in iambics. 
And indeed, in all ages, one of this useful pro- 
fession, this order of cosmetic philosophers, has 
been celebrated by the most eminent hands. You 
see the barber in Don Quixote is one the princi- 
pal characters in the history ; which g^ve me sat- 
isfaction in the doubt, why Don Saltero writ his 
name with the Spanish termination ; for he is de- 
scended in a right line, not from John Trades- 
cant% as he himself asserts, but from that memo- 
rable companion of the knight of Mancha. And I 
hereby certify all the worthy citizens who travel 
to see his rarities, that his double-barrelled pis- 
tols, targets, coats of mail, his Sclopeta and 
9 word of Toledo, were left to his ancestor by the 
said Don Quixote, and by the said ancestor to all. 
his progeny down to Don Saltero. Though I ga 
thus far in favour of Don Saltero's great merits 
I cannot allow a liberty he takes of impo^sing seve- 
ral names (without my license) on the collections 
he has made, to the abuse of the good people of 
England ; one of which is particularly calculated 
to deceive religious persons, to the great scan- 
dal of the well disposed, and may introduce hete- 

* Tradeseaat was the person who oolleeted the curiosities 
which |S1ias Ashmole left to the University of Oiford. 
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rodox opinions. He shews you a straw hat, wfaidi 
I know to be made by Madge Peskad, within three 
miles of Bedford ; and tells you, ^< It is Pontius 
Pilate's wife's chambermaid's sister's hat." To 
my knowledge of this very hat it may be added, 
that the covering of straw was never used among 
the Jews, since it was demanded of them to make 
bricks without it. Therefore this is really no- 
thing but, under the specious pretence of learning 
and antiquities, to impose upon the world. There 
are other things which I cannot tolerate among 
his rarities : as, the china figure of a lady in the 
glass-case ; the Italian engine for the imprison- 
ment of those who g^ abroad with it : both which 
i hereby order to be te(ken down, or else he may 
expect to have his letters patent for making 
punch superseded, be debarred wearing his muff 
pext winter, or ever coming to London without 
his wife. It may perhaps be thought, I have 
^welt too long upon the afi^rs of this operator ; 
ibut I desire the reader to remember, that it is 
«ay way to consider men as they stand in merit, 
and not according to their fortune or figure ; and 
sf be is in a coffee-house at the reading hereof^ 
iet him look round, and he will find, there may be 
more characters drawn in this account than that 
of Don Saltero ; for half the politicians about him, 
lie may observe, are, by their place in nature^ of 
<the class of tooth«-drawers. 
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Whate'er men do, op say> or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Grecian Coffee-house, June 28. 

There is an habit or custom vrhich J have put 
my patience to the utmost stretch to have suffered 
so long, because several of my intimate friends 
are in the guilt ; and that is, the humour of taking 
snufi*, and looking dirty about the mouth by way cS 
ornament. 

My method is, to dive to the bottom of a sore 
before I pretend to apply a remedy. For this rea- 
son, I sat by an eminent story-teller and politician, 
who takes half an ounce in five seconds, and has 
mortgaged a pretty tenement near the town, mere- 
ly to improve and dung his brains with this proli- 
fic powder. I observed this gentleman, the other 
day, in the midst of a story, diverted from it by 
looking at something at a distance, and I softly 
hid his box. But he returns to his tale, and, look- 
ing for his box, he cries, " And so. Sir — " Then^ 
when he should have taken a pinch, ^' As I was 
saying—" says he, " has nobody seen my box ?'* 
His friend beseeches him to finish his narration : 

then he proceeds ; " And so. Sir ^where can 

my box be ?" Then turning to me, " Pray, Sir, did 
you see my box ?" " Yes, Sir," said I " I took it 
to see how long you could live without it." He 
resumes his tale, and I took notice that his dui- 
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ness was much more regular and fluent than be- 
fore. A pinch supplied the place of ^ As I was 
saying," and " So, Sir ;" and he went on currently 
enough in that style which the learned call the 
insipid. This observation easily led me into a 
philosophic reason for taking snuff, which is 
done only to supply with sensations the want of 
reflection. This I take to be an Evpn^ca, a nos- 
trum ; upon which I hope to receive the thanks of 
this board : for as it is natural to lift a man's hand 
to a sore, when you fear any thing coming at you ; 
BO when a person feels his thoughts ai*e run outf 
and he has no more to say, it is as natural to sup- 
ply his weak brain with powder at the nearest 
place of access, viz. the nostrils. This is so evi- 
dent) that nature suggests the use according to 
the indigence of the persons who take this med<« 
icine, without being prepossessed with the force 
of fashion or custom. For example ; the native 
Hibernians, who are reckoned not much unlike 
the ancient Boeotians, take this specific for empti* 
ness in the head, in greater abundance than any 
other nation under the sun. Th^ learned Sotusi 
as sparing as he is in his words, would be still 
more silent if it were not for this powder* 

However low and poor the taking of snuff ai*" 
gues a man to be in his stock of thoughts, or 
means to employ his brains and his fiingers ; yet 
there is a poorer creature in the world than he, 
and this is a borowerof snuff; a fellow that keeps 
no box of his own, but is always asking others for 
a pinch. Such poor rogues put me always in 
mind of a common phrase among school-boy& 
when they are composing their exercise, who run 
to an upper scholar and cry, " Pray give me a lit- 
tle sense.*' But of all things commend me to the 
ladies who are got into this pretty Jtielp to dis«- 
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course. I have been these three years persuading 
Sagissa*^ to leave it off; but she talks so mucJ^ 
and is so learned, that she is above contradiction. 
However, an accident the other day brought that 
about, which my eloquence could never accom- 
plish. She had a very Pretty Fellow in her closetf 
who ran thither to avoid some company that cam» 
to visit her : she made ati excuse to go in to him 
for some implement they ^vifere talking of. Her 
eager gallant snatched a kiss ; but being unused 
to snuff, some grains from off her upper lip made 
him sneeze aloud, which alarmed the visitants, 
and has made a discovery, that profound reading, 
very much intelligence, and a general knowledge 
of who and who are together, cannot fill her va- 
cant hours so much, but she is sometimes obliged 
to descend to entertainments less intellectual. 

White*8 Chocolate-house, June 29* 

I know no manlier of news from this place, but 
that Cynthio, having been long in despair for the 
inexorable Clarissa, lately resolved to fall in love 
with the good old way of bargain and sale, and has 
pitched upon a very agreeable young woman. He 
will undoubtedly succeed; for he accosts her in 
fi strain of familiarity, without breaking through 
the deference that is due to a woman whom a 
man would choose for his life.f I have hardly 
ever heard rough truth spoken with a better grace 
than in this his letter. 

* The in|;enious ladj here alluded to, under the name of 
Bagissa, a diminutiTe from the word Sas^e, was probably Mrs. 
De la Riviere Manlev, who provoked Steele by the liberties 
■he had taken with his character in her " Secret Memoirs 
from the New Atalantis, &c." 

f Lord flinchinbroke married Lady Elizabeth Popham on- 
ly daughter of Alexander Popham> Esq. of Littlecote, Jn 
Wiltshire. 
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" Madam, 

» 

w I Y^Yii to you on Saturday by Mrs. Lucy, and 
give you this trouble to urge the same request I 
made then, which was, that I may be permitted to 
wait upon you. I should be very far from desir- 
ing this, if it was a transgression of the most se- 
vere rules to allow it : I know you are very much 
above the little arts which are frequent in your 
sex, of giving unnecessary torments to their ad- 
mirers; therefore hope you will do so much jus- 
tice to the generous passion I have for you, as to 
let me have an opportunity of acquainting you up- 
on what motives I pretend to your good opinion. 
I shall not trouble you with my sentiments until 
I know how they will be received ; and as I know 
no reason why difference of sex should make our 
language to each other differ from the ordinary 
¥ules of right reason, I shall affect plainness and 
sincerity in my discourse to you, as much as other 
lovers do perplexity and rapture. Instead of say- 
ing, I shall die for you, I profess, I should be glad 
to lead my life with you : you ai*e as beautiful, as 
witty, as prudent, and as good-humoured, as any 
woman breathing ; but, I must confess to you, I 
regard all these excellences as you will please ta 
direct them for my happiness or misery. With 
me, Madam, the only lasting motive to love is the 
hope of its becoming mutual. I beg of you to let 
Mrs. Lucy send me word when I may attend you. 
I promise you I will talk of nothing but indiffer- 
isnt things : though, at the same time, I know not 
how I shall approach you in the tender moment 
of first seeing you, after this declaration of. Ma- 
dam, your most obedient, and most faithful hum- 
ble sen-ant, 8cc.'* 
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WUFs Caffee-hauae, June 29. 

Having taken a resolution, when plays are ac- 
ted next winter by an entire good company, to 
publish observations from time to time on the per- 
formance of the actors, I think it but just to give 
an abstract of the laws of action, for the help of 
the less learned part of the audience, that they 
may rationally enjoy so refined and instructive a 
pleasure as a just representation of human life. 
The great errors in playing are admirably well 
exposed in Hamlet's directions to the actors who 
ftre to play in his supposed tragedy ; by which 
we shall form our future judgments on their be- 
haviour, and for that reason you have the dis- 
course as follows : 

" Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue : but if you 
m,outh it,as many of our players do, I had as lieve 
the town-crier spoke my lines. Nor do not saw the 
air too much with your hand, thus ; but use all 
gently : for in the very torrent, tempest, and (as 
I may say) whirlwind of your passion, you must 
acquire and beget a temperance, that may give 
it smoothness. O, it offends me to the soul, to 
hear a robustious perriwig-pated fellow tear a pas- 
/ sion to tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of 
the groundlings ; who, for the most part, are ca- 
pable of nothing but inexplicable dumb shews, and 
noise : 1 would have such a fellow whipp'd for 
o*er-doing Termagant; it out-herods Herod: 
pray you, avoid it. Be not too tatne neither, but 
let your own discretion be your tutor: suit the 
action to the word,ahe word to the actiolh.with 
this special observance, that you o'erstep not the 
modesty ot nature : for any thing so overdone is 
from the purpose of playing, whose end, both at 
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the first, and now, was, and is, to hold as 'twere 
the mirror up to nature ; to show virtue her own 
feature, scorn her own image, and the very age 
and body of the time his form and pressure. 
Kow this, over-done, or come tardy off, though 
it make the unskilful laugh, cannot but make the 
judicious grieve ; the censure of which one, 
must, in your allowance, o'er-weigh a whole the- 
atre of others. O, there be players, that I have 
seen playy— *and heard others praise, and that 
highly — ^not to speak it profanely, that, neither 
having the accent of Christians, nor the gait of 
Christian, Pagan, nor man, have so strutted, and 
bellowed, that I have thought some of nature's^ 
journeymen had made men, and not made them 
well, they imitated humanity so abominably. 
This should be reformed altogether. And let 
those that play your clowns, speak no more than 
is set down for them : for there be of them, that 
will themselves laugh, to set on some quantity of 
barren spectators to laugh too ; though in th© 
mean time, some necessary question of the play 
be then to be considered : that's villanous, and 
shews a most pitiful ambition in the fool that 
uses it." 

From my won Apartment^ Jwm 29* 

It would be a very great obligation, and an as^ 
sistance to my treatise upon punning, if any one 
would please to inform me in what class among 
the learned, who play with words, to place the 
author of the following letter. 
"Sir, 

" N(Jt long since you were pleased to give us a 
Chimerical account of the famous family of the 
Staffs, from whence I suppose you would insinu- 
ate, that it is the most ancien^ and numerous 

VQL. I. «© 
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house in all Europe. But I positively deny that 
it is either, and wonder much at your audacious 
proceedings in this manner, since it is well known, 
that our most illustrious, most renowned, and 
most celebrated Roman family of Ix has enjoyed 
the precedency to all others, from the reig^ of 
good old Saturn. I could say much to the defa- 
mation and disgrace of your family ; as that your 
relations Distaff and Broomstaff were both mcon- 
siderable mean persons, one spinning, tl^^ther 
sweeping the streets, for their daily bread. But 
I forbear to vent my spleen on objects so much 
beneath my indigjnation. I shall only give the 
world a catalogue of my ancestors, and leave 
them to determine which hath hitherto had^ and 
which for the future ought to have the preference. 
First then comes the most famous and popu- 
lar lady Meretrix, parent of the fertile family of 
Bellatrix, Lotrix, Netrix, Nutrix, Obstetrix, Fa- 
mulatrix, Coctrix, Omatrix, Sarcinatrix, Fex- 
trix, Balneatrix, Portatrix, Saltatrix, Divinatrix, 
Conjectrix, Comtrix, Debitrix, Creditrixy Dona- 
trix, Ambulatrix, Mercatrix, Adsectrix, Assecta-r 
trix, Palpatrix, Pr^ceptrix, Pistrix. I am yours, 

Eliz. Potatrix." 

St. James's Coffee-house, June 27. 

Letters from Brussels, of the second of July, 
N. S. say, that the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, having received advice that the 
marshal Villars had drawn a considerable body 
out of the garrison of Tournay, to reinforce his 
army, marched towards that place, and came be- 
fore it early in the morning of the twenty^ 
seventh. As soon as they came into that ground^ 
the prince of Nassau was sent with a strong de- 
tachment to take post at St. Amand ^ and at the 
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same time my lord Orkney received orders to 
possess himself of Mortagne ; both which were 
successfully executed ; whereby we were mas- 
ters of the Scheld and Scarp. Eight men were 
drawn out of each troop of dragoons and compa- 
ny of foot in the garrison of Tournay, to make 
up the reinforcement which was ordered to join 
marshal Viliurs. On adyice, that the allies were 
marching towards Tournay, they endeavoured to 
return into the town, but were intercepted by the 
earl of Orkney, by whom the whole body was 
killed or taken. These letters add, that twelve 
hundred dragoons (each horseman carrying a 
foot-soldier behind him) were detached from 
"Mons to throw themselves into Tournay, but, up- 
on appearance of a great body of horse of the al** 
lies, retired towards Cond6. We hear that tlie 
garrison does not consist of more than three thou- 
sand five hundred men. Of the sixty battalions 
xlesigned to be employed in this siege, seven are 
. English, viz. two of guards, and the regiments of 
Argyle, Temple, Evans, and Meredith. 



9SS TATLER. No. 36; 



No. 36. SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1 709. 



Q^icqmd agtmt hominet 

nostri eft farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat I. 85^ 8€. 

Whatc'cr men do, or saj, or think, or dream« 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. F. 

By^Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 

Mr. BiCKERSTAFF. 

Fi'om my own Apartment ^ June 30. 

Many affairs calling my brother into the coun* 
try, the care of our intelligence with the town is left 
to me for some time ; therefore^ you must expect 
the advices you meet with in this paper, to be such 
as more immediately and naturally fall under the 
consideration of our sex. History, therefore, 
written by a woman, you will easily imagine to 
consist of love in all its forms ; both in the abuse 
of and obedience to that passion. As to the £si- 
culty of writing itself, it will not, it is hoped, be 
demanded that style and ornament shall be so 
jnuch.consulted,as truth and simplicity; which lat- 
ter qualities we may more justly pretend to be- 
yond the other sex : while, therefore, the admin- 
istration of our affairs is in my hands, you shall 
from time to time have an exact account of all false 
lovers, and their shallow pretences for breaking 
off*; of all termagant wives who make wedlock a 
yoke ; of men who affect the entertainmeifts and 
maimers suitable only to our sex, and women who 
pretend to the conduct of such affairs as are 
only within the province of men. It is necessary 
further to advertise the reader, that the usual pla- 
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cea of resort being utterly out of in^ province or 
observation, I shall be obliged frequently to 
change the dates of places, as occurrences come 
into my way. Thfe following letter I lately recei- 
ved from Epsom. 

« Efisom, June 28. 
*' It is now almost three weeks since what yon 
writ about happened in this place : the quarrel 
between my friends did not run so high as I find 
your accounts have made it. The truth of the 
fact you shall have very feithfiilly. You are to 
understand, that the persons concerned in this 
scene were Lady Autumn and Lady Springly. 
Autumn is a person of good breeding, formalist 
and a singular way practised in the last age ; and 
Lady Springly, a modem impertinent of our sex, 
-who aflecte as improper a familiarity, as the othei' 
does distance. Lady Autumn knows to a hair's 
breadth where her place is in all assemblies and 
conversations; but Springly neither gives nor 
takes place of any body, but understands the 
place to signify no more, than to have room 
enough to be at ease wherever she comes. Thus, 
while Autumn takes the whole of this life to con- 
sist in understanding punctilio and decorum, 
Springly takes every thing to be becoming, 
which contributes to her ease and satisfaction. 
These hei'oines have married two brothers, both 
knights. Springly is the spouse of the elder, who 
is a baronet ; and Autumn, being a rich widowi 
has taken the younger, and her purse endowed 
him with an equal fortune, and knighthood of the 
eameorder. This jumble of titles, you need not 
doubt, has been an aching torment to Autumn, who 
took place of the other on no pretence, but her 
cSirelessDGSs and disregard of distinction. The 
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secret occasion of envy broiled long in the breast 
of Autumn ; but no opportunity of contention on 
that subject happening, kept all things quiet un- 
til the accident of which you demand an account 
" It was given out among all the gay people of 
this place, that on the nin^ instant several dam- 
sels, swift of foot, were to run for a suit of head- 
clothes at the Old Wells. Lady Autumn on this 
occasion invited Springly to go with her in her coach 
to s«e the race. When they came to the place) 
where the governor of Epsom and all his court of 
citizens were assembled, as well as a crowd of 
people of all orders, a brisk young fellow addres- 
ses himself to the younger of the ladies, viz* 
Springly, and offers her his service to conduct her 
into the music-room. Springly accepts the com- 
pliment, and is led triumphantly through a bow- 
ing crowd, while Autumn is left among the rab- 
ble, and has much ado to get back into her coach ; 
but she did it at last : and as it is usual to see by 
the horses my lady's present disposition, she or- 
ders John to whip furiously home to her husband ; 
where, when she enters, down she sits, beg^an to 
unpin her hood, and lament her foolish fond heart, 
to marry into a £Eimily where she was so little re- 
garded ; she that might — . Here she stops ; 
then rises up, and stamps, and sits down ag^ain^ 
Her gentle knight made his approach with a sup- 
ple beseeching gekure. < My dear 1' said he — 
* Tell me no dears I* replied Autumn, in the pre- 
sence of the governor and all the n^rchaiits. 
< What will the world say of a woman that has 
thrown herself away at this rate ?' Sir Thomas 
withdrew, and knew it would not be long a secret 
to him ; as well as that experience told him, he 
that marries a fortune is, of course, guilty of all 
fuults against his wife, let them be committed by 
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whom they will : but Springly, an hour or two af- 
ter, returns from the Wells, and finds the whole 
company together. Down she sat, and a pro- 
found silence ensued. You know a premeditated 
quarrel usually begins and works up with the 
words some fieo/ile. The silence was broken by 
Lady Autumn, who began to say, ^ There are 
some people who fancy, that if some people,'-— 
Springly immediately takes her up, * There are 
isome people who fancy, if other people'— Au- 
tumn repartees, ^ People may give themselves 
airs; but other people, perhaps, who make less 
ado, may be, perhaps, as agreeable as people who 
set themselves out more.' All the other people 
at the table sat mute, while these two people, who 
were quarrelling, went on with the use of the word 
people^ instancmg the very accidents between 
them, as if they kept only in distant hints. There- 
fore, says Autumn, reddening, ^ There are some 
people will go abroad in other people's coaches, 
and leave those with whom they went to shift for 
themselves : and if, perhaps, those people hav& 
married the younger brother; yet, perhaps, he 
may be beholden to those people for what he is.* 
Springly smartly answers, ' People may bring so 
much ill-humour into a family, as people may re- 
pent their receiving their money ;' and goes on— i 
^ Every body is not considerable enough to give 
her uneasiness.' Upon this Autumn comes up 
to her, and desired her to kiss her, and never to 
see her again; which her sister refusing, my 
lady gave her a box on the ear. Springly returns, 
^ Ay, ay, said she, I knew well enough you meant 
me by your some people ; and gives her another 
on the other side. To it they went with most 
masculine fury; each husband ran in. The 
wives immediately fell upon their husbands, and 
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tore periwigs and cravats. The cominny inter- 
posed ; when (according to the slip-knot of ma- 
trimony^ which makes them return to one another 
when any put m between) the ladies and their 
husbands fell upon all the rest of the company ; 
and, having beat aU their friends and relatKxis out 
of the house, came to themselves time enough to 
know, there was no bearing the jest of the place 
aftei^ these adventures, and therefore marched 
off the next day. It is said, the governor has sent 
several joints of mutton, and has proposed divers 
dishes, very exquisitely dressed, to bring them 
down again. From his address and knowledge 
in roast and boiled, all our hopes of the return 
pf this good company depend. I am, dear Jenny, 
Your ready friend and servant, 

" Martha Tatlkr.** 

White's Chocolate-house, June 30. 

This day appeared here a figure of a person 
whose services to the fair sex have reduced hun 
to a kind of existence for which there is no name. 
If there be a condition between life and death, 
without being absolutely dead or living, his state 
is that. His aspect and complexion in his robust 
days, gave him the illustrious title of Africanus : 
but it is not only from the warm climates in which 
he has served, nor from the disasters which he 
has suffered, that he deserves the same appella-* 
tion with that renowned Roman, but that magna- 
nimity with which he appears in his last moments, 
is what gives him the undoubted character of he- 
ro. Cato stabbed himself, and Hannibal drank 
poison ; but our Africanus lives in the continual 
puncture of aching bones and poisoned juices. 
The old heroes fled from torments, by death ; 
SLJxd this modem liyes in death and torments, with 
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an heart wholly bent upon a. supply for remuning 
in them. An ordinary spirit would sink under his 
oppressions, but he makes an advantage of his ve< 
ry sorrow, and raises an income from his diseases. 
Long; has this worthy been conversant in barter- 
ing, and knows that, when stocks are lowest it is 
the time to buy. Therefore, with much prudence 
and tranquillity, he thinks that, now he haa not a 
bone sound, but a thousand nodous parts for which 
the anatomists have not wwds, and niore di^ea- 
sea than the college ever heard of, it is the only 
time to purchase an annuity for life. Sir Tho- 
mastoid me it was an entertainment more surpri- 
sing and pleasant than can be imagined, to see an 
inhabitant of neither world, without hand to lift, 
or leg to move, scarce tongue to utter his mean- 
ing, so keen upon biting the whole world, and 
making bubbles at his exit. Sir Thomas added, 
that he would have bought twelve shillings a year 
of him, but that he feared there was some trick in 
it, and believed him already dead. " What," 
says the knight, " is Mr. Partridge, whom I met 
just now going on both his legs firmer than I can, 
allowed to be quite dead ; and shall AfricanuB, 
without one limb, that can do its office, be pro- 
nounced alive V 

What heightened the tragi-comedy of this 
market for annuities was, tliat the observation of 
it provoked Monoculua (who is the most eloquent 
of all men) to many excellent reflecticMis, which 
he spoke with the vehemence and language 
both of a gamester and an orator. " When I 
cast," said that delightful speaker, " my eye up- 
on thee, thou unaccountable Africuius, I cannot 
but call myself as unaccountable as thou art ; for» 
certainly, we were born to shew what contradic- 
tions nature is pleased to form in the same specif.- 
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Here am !> able to eat, to drink, to sleep, and to 
do all acts of nature, except begetting my like ; and 
yet, by an unintelligible force of spleen and £ancy, 
I every moment imagine I am dying. It is uttef 
madness in thee to provide for supper ; for I will 
bet you ten to one you do not live until half an 
hour after four ; and yet I am so distracted as to 
be in fear every moment ; though I will lay ten to 
three, I drink three pintii of burnt claret at your fu- 
neral three nights hence. After all, I envy thee ; 
thou who, dying, hast no sense of death, art hap- 
pier than one in health, who always fears it." 
The knight had gone on, but that a third man 
had ended the scene, by applauding the knight's 
eloquence and philosophy, in a laughter too vio- 
lent for his own constitution, as ihuch as he mock- 
ed that of Africanus and Monoculus. 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 1. 

This day arrived here three mails from Hollands 
with advices relating to the affairs of the Low 
Countries, which say, that the confederate army 
extends from Louchin, on the causeway between 
Toumay and Lisle, to Epain, near Mortagne on 
the Scheld. The Marshal Villars remains in hh 
camp at Lens ; but it is said, he detached ten thou- 
sand men under the command of the Chevalier de 
Luxemburgh, with orders to* form a camp at Cre- 
pin on the Haine, between Conde and St. Guillain, 
where he is to be joined by the Elector of Bava*' 
lia, with a body of troops, and, after their con- 
juction, to attempt to march into Brabant. But 
they write from Brussels, that the duke of Marl- 
borough having it equally in his power to make 
detachments to the same parts, they are under no 
apprehensions froni thepe reports for the safety 
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of their country. They furtJher add from Brus- 
sels) that they have good authority for believing 
that the French troops under the conduct of the' 
Marshal de Bezons are retiring out of Spain. 
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Whate'er men do, or saj, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. V- 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 

Mr. BiCKERSTAFF. ^ 

Whitens Chocolate-house, July 2. 

It may be thought very unaccountable, that I, 
who can never be supposed to go to White's should 
pretend to talk to you of matters proper for, or in 
the style of, that place. But though I never visit 
these public haunts, I converse with those who 
do ; and, for all they pretend so much to the con- 
trary, they are as talkative as our sex, and as much 
at a loss to entertain the present company, with- 
out sacrificing the last, as we ourselves. This 
reflection has led me into the consideration of 
the use of speech ; and made me look over, in 
my memory, all my acquaintance of both sexes, 
to know to which I may more justly impute 
the sin of superfluous discourse in regard to 
conversation, without entering into it, as it res- 
pects religion. 
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I foresee) my acquaintance will immediately, 
upon starting this subject, ask me, how I shall ce- 
lebrate Mrs. Alse Copswood, the Yorkshire hun- 
tress, who is come to town lately, and moves as if 
she. were on her nag, and going to take a five-bar 
gate; and is as loud as if she were following her 
dogs ! I can easily answer that ; for, she is as soft 
as Damon, in comparison of her brother-in-law 
Tom Bellfrey, who is the most accomplished man 
in this kingdom for all gentleman-like activities 
and accomplishments. It is allowed, that he is a 
professed enemy to the Italian performers in mu- 
sic. Butthen^for our own native manner, accord- 
ing to the customs and known usages of our isl- 
and, he is to be preferred, for the generality of 
the pleasure he bestows, much before those fel- 
lows, though they sing to full theatres. For, what 
is a theatrical voice to that of a fox-hunter ? I have 
been at a musical entertainment in an open field, 
where it amazed me to hear to what pitches the 
chief masters would reach. There was a meet- 
ing near our seat in Staffordshire, and the most 
eminent of all the counties of England were at \U 
How wonderful was the harmony between men 
and dogs ! Robin Cartail of Bucks was to answer 
to Jowler; Mr. Tinbreast of Cornwall was ap- 
pointed to open with Sweetlips^ iind Beau Slim- 
ber, a Londoner, undertook to keep up with Trips, 
a whelp just set in ; Tom Bellfrey and Ringwood 
were coupled together, to fill the cry on all occa- 
sions, and be in at the death of the fox, hare, or 
stag, for which both the dog and the raian wei-e 
excellently suited, and loved one another, and 
were as much together, as Banister and King. 
When Jowler first alarmed the field, Cartail re- 
peated every note ; Sweetlip's treble succeededy 
and shook the woodj Tinbreast echoed a quar- 



Her of a mite lieycmd it. We were soon after all 
at a toSf until we rode up, said found Trips and 
^^Iniberat a default in half notes : but the day and 
ihe tune was recovered by Tom Bellfrey and 
Hingwaood, to the great joy of us all, though they 
fdrovmed every other voice : for Bellfrey carrier 
a note four fmiongs, three rods, and six paces, 
farther than any other in England. 

i fear the mention of this will be thought a 
digression from my purpoae s^ut speech ; but I 
QMiswer, no. Since this is used where speech ra- 
^er should be employed, it may come into consi- 
Hderation in the same chapter : for, Mr. Bell^ 
#rcy bemg at a visit where I was, viz, at his 
-t»>u8in's (Lady Dainty's) in Soho-square, was ask- 
ed, what entertainments they had in the country ? 
Now Bellfrey is very ignors^t, and much a clown j 
but confident withal. In a word, he struck up a 
fox-chase ; Lady Dainty's dog, Mr. Sippet, as she 
calls him, started, jumped out of his lady's lap, 
-and fell a barking. Bellfrey went on, and called 
-all the neighbouring parishes into the square. 
Storer was woman in such confusion as that deli- 
cate lady. But there was no stopping her kins- 
tnan. A room full of ladies fell into the most vi- 
olent laughter; my lady looked as if she .was 
«hriektRg : Mr. Sippet, in the middle of the room, 
breaking his heart with barking, but^all of us un- 
lieard. As soon as BeHfrey became silent, vip 
gets my lady, and takes bim by liie arm, to lead 
idm off : Bellfrey was in his boots. As she was 
fturryiRg him away, l^s spurs take hold of her 
petticoat ; his wbip throws down a cabinet of chi* 
na: he cries, "What! are your crocks rotten? 
are your petticoats ragged ? A man camiot walk 
in- your house for trincums." 
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Every county of Great Britain has one hundred 
or more of this sort of fellows, who roar instead 
of speaking. Therefore, if it be true, that we wo- 
men are also given to a greater fluency of words 
than is necessary, sure, she that disturbs but a 
room or a family, is more to be tolerated, than 
one who draws together whole parishes and coun- 
ties, and sometimes (with an estate that might 
make him the blessing and ornament of the world 
around him) has no other view and ambition, but 
to be an animal above dogs and horses, without 
the relish of any one enjoyment which is peculiar 
to the faculties of human nature. I know it will 
here be said, that talking of mere country Squires 
at this rate, is, as it were, to write against Valen- 
tine and Orson. To prove any thing against the 
race of men, you must take them as they are 
adorned with education ; as they live in Courts, 
or have received instructions in Colleges. 

But I am so full of my late entertainment by 
Mr. Bellfrey, that I must defer pursuing this sub- 
ject to another day : and wave the proper obsei^ 
vations upon the diflTerent offenders in this kind, 
some by profound eloquence on small occasions, 
others by degrading speech upon great circum- 
stancesr Expect, therefore, to hear of the whis- 
perer without business, the laugher without wit, 
the complsdner without receiving injuries, and a 
very large crowd, which I shall not ibrestal, who 
are common, (though not commonly observed) 
impertinents, whose tongues are too voluble for 
their brains, and are the general despisers of us 
women, though we have their superiors, the men 
of sense for our servants. 
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WiWs Ccffeerhouaey July 3. 

A very ingenious gentleman was complaining 
this evening, that the players are grown so se- 
vere critics, that they would not take in his play, 
though it has as many fine things in it as any play 
that has been writ since the days of Dryden. He 
began his discourse about his play with a preface. 
^^ There is," said he " somewhat (however we 
]>alliate it) in the very frame and make of us, that 
subjects our minds to chagrin and irresolution on 
any emergency of time or place. The difficulty 
grows on our sickened imagination^ under all the 
killing circumstances of danger and disappoint- 
ment. This we see, not only in the men of re- 
tirement a^d fancy, but in the characters of the 
men of action ; with this only difference, the 
coward sees the danger, and sickens under it ; 
the hero, warmed by the difficulty, dilates, and 
rises in proportion to that, and in some sort makes 
use of his very fears to disarm it. A remarkable 
instance of this we have in the great Caesar, when 
he came to the Rubicon, and was entering upon a 
part, perhaps the most hazardous he ever bore 
(certainly the most ungrateful) a war with his 
countr3rmen. When his mind brooded o'er per- 
sonal siffronts, perhaps his anger burned with a 
desire of revenge. But when mor^ serious reflec- 
tions laid before him the hazard of the entei*prise, 
with the dismal consequences which were likely 
to attend it, aggravated by a special circumstance, 
•What figure it would bear in the world, or how 
be excused to posterity i What shall he do ?'— • 
His honour, which was his religion, bids him arm ; 
and he sounds the inclination of his party by tbt^ 
/|set speech : 
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CiESAR TO HIS PARTY AT THB BinBICON: 

Great Jove? attend, and thou my ikafite aoi]^ 
Safe in mj triumphs, glutted in my spoil ; 
Witness with what reluctanoe I oppose 
My arms to thine, secure of other loes. 
What passive breast can bear disgraee like mifte f 
Traitor /-^For this I eoaqiier'd on the Rhme> 
Endur'd their ten years drudcerv in GmU, 
Adjoorn'd their fate, and sav^ tne capitol 
I grew by every guilty triumph less ; 
The crowd, when drank with joy, their tools CEtpttti^ 
Impatient elf the war, yet fear suceeas. 
Brave actions dazzle with too bright a ray^ 
Like birds obscene they chatter at the day : 
Giddy with rule, and valiant in dehatej 
They throw the die of war, t^ save the stelr*- 
And, Gods ! to gild ingratitude with fame^ 
Assume the patriot's, we the rebel's name. 
Farewell, ray friends; your General ferloni^- 
To your bare pity, ^d the pubHo scom» 
Must lay that honour and hu laurel dowo^ 
To serve the vain caprices of the gown ; 
Exposed to -alt indignities, the brave 
Deserve of those ^ey glory'd but to gg^e. 
To rods and axes ! — Ko, the slaves oan't darcr 
Play with my grief, and tempt my last despain- 
This shall the honours whieh it won maintiao» 
Or dome justioe, ere I hog my chain. 

SL James » C&ff'ee-hause^ July 4m 

There has arrived 'no mail since our last; s^ 
that we have no mutner of foreign newS) except 
vre were to give jou, for such, the many specuhb* 
tions which are on foot concemitig what was im^ 
ported by the last advices. There are, it seemt^ 
^xty- battalions and seventeen squadrons q^x)tnt'« 
ed to serve in the siege of Toumay ; the garrisoft 
kA which place <D^iisists of but eleven baitalionft- 
and four squadroni. Letters of the twenty-nintb 
of the last month, from Berlin^ have brought ad«^ 
vice, that the Kings of Denmark and Prussia^ and 
hjis Majesty Augustus, were within few days ttt. 
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t:ome to an interview at Potsdam. These letters 
mention, that two Polish princes, of the family of 
Sapieha and Lubermirsky, lately arrived from Pa- 
ris, confirm the reports of the misery in Franca 
for want of provisions, and give a particular in- 
stance of it ; which is, that on the day Monsieur 
Rouille returned to court, the common people 
gathered in crowds about the Dauphin's coach,' 
<:rying, " Peace and bread, bread and peace," 

*^* Mrs. Distaff has taken upon her, while she 
writes this paper, to turn her thoughts wholly to 
the service of her own sex, and to propose reme- 
dies against the greatest vexations attending fe- 
male life. She has for this end written a small 
Ireatise concerning the Second Word, with an 
appendix on the use of a Reply, very proper for 
.all such as are married to persons either ill-bred( 
or ill-natured. There is in this tract a digression^ 
for the use of virgins, concerning the words, I 
Tvill. 

A gentlewoman who has a very delicate ear, want!^ 
^ madd who can whisper, and help her in the go- 
vernment of her family. If the ^d servant cair 
clear-starch, lisp, and tread softly, she shall hare 
suitable encouragement in her wages. 
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